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chap:  xlviii. 


Pkn  if  the  four  laji  Volumes.— Succejion  and 
Characters  of  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Conjiaiu 
tinople,  from  the  Time  of  Heractius  to  the  Latin 
Cmqueft. 

ItfAVE    now*  deduced   from  Trajan    to   Con-   chap. 
ftantine,  from  Conftantine  to  Heraclius,  the  re-    xlvul 
guhr  feries  of  the  Roman  emperors ;  and  faith-    Defeats  of 
ftdly  expofed  the  profperous  and  adverfe  fortunes   an^-J?1" 
of  their  reigns.     Five  centuries  of  the  decline  and   tory. 
fcH  of  the  empire  have  already  elapfed  j  but  a  pe- 
riod of  more  than  eight  hundred  years  fHU  fepa- 
rates  me  from  the  term  of  my  labours,  the  taking 
Vol.  IX,  B  of 
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XLvm  of  ConftantinoPk  bY  tIie  Turks*  Should  I  per-* 
fevere  in  the  fame  courfe,  fhould  I  obferve  the 
fame  meafure,  a  prolix  and  {lender  thread  would 
be  fpun  through  many  a  volume,  nor  would  the 
patient  reader  find  an  adequate  reward  of  inftruo 
tion  or  amufement.  At'  every  ftep  as  we  fink 
deeper  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eaftern  em- 
pire, the  annals  of  each  fucceeding  reign  would 
impofe  a  more  ungrateful  and  melancholy  taflt. 
Thefe  annals  mull  continue  to  repeat  a  tedious  and 
uniform  tale  of  weaknefs  and  mifery ;  the  natural 
conne&ion  of  caufes  and  events  would  be  broken 
by  frequent  and  hafty  tranfitions,  and  a  minute 
accumulation  of  circumftances  muft  deftroy  the 
light  and  effect  of  thofe  general  pi&ures  which 
compofe  the  ufe  and  ornament  of  a  remote  hiftory. 
From  the  time  of  Heraclius,  the  Byzantine  theatre 
is  contra&ed  and  darkened :  the  line  of  empire* 
which  had  been  defined  by  the  laws  of  Juftinian 
and  the  arms  of  Belifarius,  recedes  on  all  fides 
from  our  view:  the  Roman  name,  the  proper 
fubjeft  of  our  inquiries,  is  reduced  to  a  narrow 
corner  of  Europe,  to  the  lonely  fuburbs  of  Con- 
ftantinople  j  and  the  late  "of  the  Greek  empire  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  the  Rhine,  which  lofes 
itfelf  in  the  lands,  before  its  waters  can  mingle 
with  the  ocean.  The  fcale  of  dominion  is  diminish- 
ed to  our  view  by  the  diftancc  of  time  and  place : 
nor  is  the  lofs  of  external  fplendour  compenfated 
by  the  nobler  gifts  of  virtue  and  genius.  In  the 
lail  moments  of  her  decay,  Constantinople  was 
doubtlefs  more  opulent  and  populous  than  Athens 
at  her  molt  flourishing  aera,  when  a  fcanty  fum  of 

fix 
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fix  thoufand  taknts,  or  twelte  hundred  thoufand   £?^£- 
pounds  fterling,  was  poffeffed  by  twehty-one  thou- 
fand male  citizens  of  an  adult  age.    But  each  of 
tbefe  citizens  was  a  freeman  who  dared  to  aflert 
the  liberty  of  his  thoughts,  words,  and  a£Hons  J 
whole  perfon  and  property  were  guarded  by  equal 
law;  and  who  exercifed  his  independent  vote  in 
the  government  of  the  republic.    Their  numbers 
feem  to  be  multiplied  by  the  ftrong  and  variotis 
difcriminations  of  character :  under  the  fliield  of 
freedom,  on  the  wings  of  emulation  and  vanity, 
each  Athenian  afpired  to  the  level  of  the  national 
dignity:    from  this  commanding  eminence,  fome 
chofen  fpirits  foared  beyond  the  reach  of  a  vulgar 
eye;  and  the  chances  of  fuperior  merit  in  a  great 
and  populous  kingdom,  as  they  are  proved  by  ex* 
perience,  would  excufe  the  computation  of  ima- 
ginary millions.    The  territories  of  Athens,  Sparta, 
and  their  allies,  do  not  exceed  a  moderate  pro- 
vince of  France  or  England:   but  after  the  tro- 
phies of  Salamis  and  Plataea,  they  expand  in  our 
fancy  to  the  gigantic  fize  of  Afia,  which  had  been 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  the  victorious  Greeks* 
But  the   fubjects   of  the  Byzantine  empire,  who 
affume  and  difhonour  the  names  both  of  Greeks 
and  Romans,  prefent  a  dead  uniformity  of  ajbjaft 
vices,  which  are  neither  foftened  by  the  weaknefs 
of  humanity,  nor  animated  by  the  vigour  of  me* 
morable  crimes.     The  freemen  of  antiquity  might 
repeat  with  generous  enthufiafm  the  fentence  of 
Homer,   "  that  on  the  firft  day  of  his  fervitude, 
*  the  captive  is  deprived  of  one  half  of  his  .manly 
H  virtue,"     But  the  poet  had  onjy  feen  the  effefts 
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xlvh?'  °^  c*v**  ot  domeftic  flavor?  nor  could  he  fone- 
^  y-  _'»  tell  that  the  fecond  moiety  of  manhood  muft  be 
annihilated  by  the  fpiritual  defpotiftn,  which 
ffiackles,  not  only  the  adtions,  but  even  the 
thoughts  of  the  proftrate  votary.  By  this  double 
yoke,  the  Greeks  were  oppreffed  under  the  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Heraclius ;  the  tyrant,  a  law  of  eternal 
juftice,  was  degraded  by  the  vices  of  his  fubje&s ; 
and  on  the. throne,  in  the  camp,  in  the  fchools, 
we^fearch,  perhaps  with  fruitlefs  diligence,  the 
names  and  chara&ers  that  may  deferve  to  be  re- 
fcued  from  oblivion.  Nor  are  the  defefts  of  the 
fubjefl:  compenfated  by  the  {kill  and  variety  of  the 
painters.  Of  a  fpace  of  eight  hundred  years,  the 
four  firft  centuries  are  overfpread  with  a  cloud 
interrupted  by  fome  faint  and  broken  rays  of  hif- 
toric  light:  in  the  lives  of  the 'emperors,  from 
Maurice  to  Alexius,  Bafil  the  Macedonian  has 
alone  been  the  theme  of  a  feparate  work  j-  and  the 
abfence,  or  lofs,  or  imperfe&ion  of  contemporary 
evidence,  muft  be  poorty  fupplied  by  the  doubtful 
authority  of  more  recent  compilers.  The  four  laft 
centuries  are  exempt  from  the  reproach  of  penury  i 
and  with  the  Comnenian  family,  the  hiftoric  mufe 
of  Conft&ntinople  again  revives,  but  her  apparel  is 
gaudy,  her  motions  are  without  elegance  or  grace. 
A  fucceffion  of  priefts,  or  courtiers,  treads  in  each 
other's  footfteps  in  the  fame  path  of  fervitude  and 
fuperftition :  their  views  are  narrow,  their  judg- 
ment is  feeble  ot  corrupt;  and  we  clofe  tlje 
volume  of  copious  barrennefs,  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
caufea  of  events,  the  chara&ers  of  the  a&ors,  and 
the  manners  of  the  times,  which  they  celebrate  or 
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deplore.    The  obferyation  which  has  .been  applied    ^UJym" 
to  a  man,  may  be  extended  to  a  whole  people,    u,-^-,  ^ 
that  the  energy  of  the  fwgrd  is  communicated  to 
(he  pen ;  and  it  will  be  found  by  experience  that 
the  tone  of  hiftory  will  rife  or  fall  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  age. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  I  (hould  have  aban-   It€ L?on- 
doned  without  regret  the  Greek  flaves  and  their   with  the 
iervile  hiftorians,  had  I  not  reflected  that  the  fate  Jons  of  the 
of  the  Byzantine  monarchy  is  pqffively  conne&ed  wol"W. 
with  the  mod  fplendid  and  important  revolutions 
which  have  changed  the  ftate  of  the  world.     The 
fpace  of  the  loft  provinces  was  immediately  re* 
plenifhed  with  new  colonies  and  rifing  kingdoms : 
the  a&ive  virtues  of  peace  and  war  deferted  from  the 
vanquiihed  to  the  vi&orious  nations ;  and  it  is  in 
their  origin  and  conquefts,  in  their  religion  and 
government,  that  we  muft  explore  the  caufes  and 
tfie&s  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eaftern  em* 
pire.    Nor  will  this  fcope  of  narrative,  the  riches 
and  variety   of  thefe.  materials,  be   incompatible 
with  the  unity  of  defign  and  compofition.     As, 
in  his  daily  prayers,  the  Mufulman  of  Fez  or  Delhi 
ftill  turns  his  face  towards  the  temple  of  Mecca, " 
the  hiftorian's  eye  (hall  be  always  fixed  on  the  city 
of  Conftantinople.    The  excurfive  line  may  em- 
brace the  wilds  of  Arabia  and  Tartary,  but  the 
circle  will  be  ultimately  reduced  to  the  decreafing 
limit  pf  the  Roman  monarchy- 

On  this  principle  I  fhall  now  eftablifh  the  plan  Phnoftte 
of  the  four  jaft  volumes  of  the  prefent  work.     The  tdum£. 
firfl  chapter  will  contain,  in  a  regular  feries,  the  em- 
perors trho  reigned  at  Conftantinople  during  a  pe- 
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riod  of  fix  hundred  years,  from  the  days  of  Hera* 
clius  to  the  Latin  conqueft :  a  rapid  abftraft,  which 
may  be  fupported  by  a  general  appeal  to  the  or- 
der and  text  of  the  original  hiftorians.  In  this  in- 
troduction, I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  the  revolutions 
pf  the  throne,  the  fucceflion  of  families,  the  per- 
gonal chara&ers  of  the  Greek  princes,  the  mode  of 
their  life  and  death;  the  maxims  and  influence  of 
their  domeflic  government,  and  the  tendency  of 
their  reign  to  accelerate  or  fufpend  the  downfel  of 
the  Eaftern  empire*  Such  a  chronological  review 
will  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  various  argument  of  the 
fubfequent  chapters  ;  and  each  circumftance  of  the 
eventful  flory  of  the  Barbarians  will  adapt  itfelf  in 
a  proper  place  to  the  Byzantine  annals.  The  in- 
ternal ftate  of  the  empire,  and  the  dangerous  he* 
refy  of  the  Paulicians,  which  fliook  the  Eaft  and 
enlightened  the  Weft,  will  be  the  fubjed  of  two 
feparate  chapters;  but  thefe  inquiries  muft  be 
poftponed  till  our  farther  progrefs  ihall  have  open- 
ed the  view  of  the  world  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
penturies  of  the  Chriftian  sera*  After  this  founda- 
tion of  Byzantine  hiftory,  the  following  nations 
will  pafs  before  our  eyes,  find  each  will  occupy 
the  fpace  to  which  it  may  be  entitled  by  greatnefs 
or  merit,  or  the  degree  of  connection  with  the  Ro« 
pian  ^vorld  and  the  prefent  age.  L  The  Franks  ; 
a  genpral  appellation  which  includes  all  the  Bar- 
barians of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  who  were 
united  by  the  fword  and  fceptre  of  Charlemagne. 
The  perfecution  of  images  and  their  votaries,  fe- 
parated  Rome  and  Italy  from  the  Byzantine  throne, 

and 
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and  prepared  the  reftoration  of  the  Roman  empire  CHAP. 
in  the  Weft  II,  The  Arabs  or  Saracens.  Three  ^-^-+J 
ample  chapters  will  be  devoted  to  this  curious  and 
interefting  objeft.  In  the  firft,  after  a  pi&ure  of 
the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  I  fhall  inveftigate 
the  charafter  of  Mahomet ;  the  chara&er,  religion, 
and  fuccefs  of  the  prophet.  In  the  fecond,  I  (hall 
lead  the  Arabs  to  the  conqueft  of  Syria,  Egypt, 
and  Africa,  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire  j 
nor  can  I  check  their  vi&orious  career  till  they 
have  overthrown  the  monarchies  of  Perfia  and 
Spain.  In  the  third,  I  fhall  inquire  how  Conftan- 
tinople  and  Europe  were  faved  by  the  luxury  and 
arts,  the  divifion  and  decay,  of  the  empire  of  the 
caliphs.  A  fingle  chapter  will  include,  III.  The 
Bulgarians,  IV.  Hungarians,  and  V.  Rus- 
sians, who  afTaulted  by  fea  or  by  land  the  provinces 
and  the  capital ;  but  the  laft  of  thefe,  fo  important 
in  their  prefent  greatnefs,  will  excite  fome  curi- 
ofity  in  their  origin  and  infancy.  VI.  The  Nor» 
mans  ;  or  rather  the  private  adventures  of  that 
warlike  people,  who  founded  a  powerful  kingdom 
in  Apulia  and  Sicily,  (hook  the  throne  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  difplayed  the  trophies  of  chivalry,  and 
almoft  realized  the  wonders  of  romance.  VII.  The 
Latins  ;  the  fubje&s  of  the  pope,  the  nations  of 
the  Weft,  who  enlifted  under  the  banner  of  the 
crofs  for  the  recovery  or  relief  of  the  holy  fepul- 
chre.  The  Greek  emperors  were- terrified  and  pre- 
ferved  by  the  myriads  of  pilgrims  who  marched  to 
Jerusalem  with  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  and  the  peers 
of  Chriftendom,    The  fecond  and  third  crufedes 
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c  h  A  p.  trod  in  the  footfleps  of  the  firfl :  Afia  and  Europe 
were  mingled  in  a  facred  war  of  two  hundred  years  ; 
and  the  Chriftian  powers  were  bravely  refilled,  and 
finally  expelled,  by  Saladin  and  the  Mamalukes 
of  Egypt.  In  thefe  memorable  crufades,  a  .fleet 
and  army  of  French  and  Venetians  were  diverted 
from  Syria  to  the  Thracian  Bofphorus:  they  af-* 
faulted  the  capital,  they  fubverted  the  Greek  mo- 
narchy :  and  a  dynafty  of  Latin  princes  was  feated 
near  threefcore  years  on  the  throne  of  Conftantine. 

VIII.  The  Greeks  themfelves,  during  this  period 
of  captivity  and  exile,  mult  be  confidered  as  a  fo- 
reign nation;  the  enemies,  and  again  the  fove~. 
reigns,  of  Conftantinople.  Misfortune  had  re- 
kindled a  fpark  of  national  virtue';  and  the  Impe- 
rial feries  may  be  continued  with  fame  dignity 
from  their  reftoration  to  the  Turkifh  conqueft. 

IX.  The  Moguls  and  Tartars.  By  the  arms 
of  Zingis  and  his  defendants,  the  globe  wa$ 
fhaken  from  China  to  Poland  and  Greece;  the  ful- 
tans  were  overthrown;  the  caliphs  fell,  and  the 
Carfare  trembled  on  their  throne.  The  vi&ories 
of  Timour  fufpended  above  fifty  years  the  final 
ruin  of  the  Byzantine  empire.  X.  I  have  already 
noticed  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  Turks,  and 
the  names  of  the  fathers,  of  Seljuk  and  Othman, 
discriminate  the  two  fucceffive  dynafties  of  the  na- 
tion, which  emerged  in  the  eleventh  century  from 
the  Scythian  wildernefs.  The  former  eftablifhed  a 
potent  and  fplendid  kingdom  from  the  banks  of  the 
Oxus  to  Antioch  and  Nice ;  and  the  firfl  crufade  wai 
provoked  by  the  violation  of  Jerusalem  and  the 

danger 
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danger  of  Conftantinople.  From  an  humble  ori-  cJl£lu 
gin,  the  Ottomans  arofe,  the  fcourge  and  terror  of 
Chriftendom.  Constantinople  was  befieged  and 
taken  by  Mahomet  II.  and  his  triumph  annihilates 
the  remnajit,  the  image,  the  title  of  the  Roman 
empire  in  the  Eaft,  The  fchifm  of  the  Greejp 
trill  be  connefted  with  their  laft  calamities,  and  the 
Teftoration  of  learning  in  the  Weftern  world,  I 
ihall  return  from  the  captivity  of  the  new,  to  the 
ruins  of  ancient  Rqme  :  and  the  venerable  name, 
the  interefling  theme,  will  fhed  a  ray  of  glory  on 
the  conalufioji  of  my  labours. 


THE  emperor  Heraclius  bad  puniijjed  a  tyrant   Second 
?tnd  afcended  his  throne ;  and  the  memory  of  his   ai^ddcath 
reign  is  perpetuated  by  the  trafifient  conqueft,  and  °^^ 
irreparable  lofs,  of  the  Eaftern  provinces.    After 
the  death  of  Eudocia,  his  firft  wife,  he  difobeyed 
the  patriarch,  and  violated  the  laws,  by  his  fecond 
marriage  with  his  niece  Martina ;  and  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  Greeks  beheld  the  judgment  of  hea- 
ven in  the  difeafes  of  the  father  and  the  deformity 
of  his  offspring.    But  the  opinion  of  an  illegitimate 
birth  is  fufficient  to  diftraft  the  choice,  and  loofen 
the  obedience,    of  the  people ;    the  ambition  of 
Martina  was  quickened  by  maternal  love,  and  per- 
haps by  the  envy  of  a  ftep-mother ;  and  the  aged 
hufband  was  too  feeble  to  withftand  the  arts  of 
foajugal  allurements,     Conftantine,  his  eldeft  fon, 
enjoyed  in  a  mature  age  the  title  of  Auguftus ;  but 
the  weaknelf  of  his  conftitution  required  a  col- 
league 
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c T*  A  P.    league  and  a  guardian,  and  he  yielded  with  fecret 
»,.  -y-  V   relu&ance  to  the  partition  of  the  empire.     The  fe- 
A.  d.  6tf9  nate  was  fummoned  to  the  palace  to  ratify  or  at- 
teft  the  affociation    of   Heracleonas,   the  fon  of 
Martina :  the  impofition  of  the  oiadem  was  confe- 
crated  by  the  prayer  and  bleffing  of  the  patriarch ; 
the  fenators  and  patricians  adored  the  majefly  of 
the  great  emperor  and  the  partners  of  his  reign ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  doors  were  thrown  open,  they 
.  were  hailed  by  the  tumultuary  but  important  voice 
A.D.63Q,  of  the  foldiers.     After  an  interval  of  five  months, 
January.     ^e  pomp0US  ceremonies  which  formed  the  effence 
of  the  Byzantine  ftate  were  celebrated  in  the  ca- 
thedral and  the  hippodrome :  the  concord  of  the 
royal   brothers   was   affe&edly    difplayed    by  the 
younger  leaning  on  the  arm  of  the  elder;    and 
the  name  of  Martina  was  mingled  in  the  reludant 
or  venal  acclamations   of  the  people.     Heraclius 
A.  D.  641,  furvived  this  affociation  about  two  years :  his  laft 
teftimony  declared  his  two  fons  the  equ^l  heirs  of 
the  Eaflern  empire,  and  commanded  them  to  ho- 
nour his  widow  Martina  as  their  mother  and  their 
foveregin. 
Conftan-         When  Martina  firft  appeared  on  the  throne  with 
a"d.  641,  ^e  name  and  attributes  of  royalty,  fhe  wa*  check- 
February.    e(j  by  a  fjrm>  though   refpe&ful,  oppofition;  and 
the  dying  embers  of  freedom  were  kindled  by  the 
breath    of  fuperftitious  prejudice.      "  We  reve- 
*  rence,"    exclaimed  the  voice  of  a  citizen,  u  we 
"  reverence  the  mother  of  our  princes ;    but    to 
"  thofe  printies  alone  our  obedience  is  due ;  and 
"  Conftantine,  the  elder  emperor,  is  of  an  age 
"  to  fuftain,  in  his  own  hands,  the  weight  of  the 

"  fceptre. 
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d  fceptre.    Your  fex  is  excluded  by  nature  from   chap. 
u  the  toils  of  government.    How  could  you  com-   y_       j 
41  bat,  how  could  you  anfwer,  the  Barbarians,  who, 
"  irith  hoflile  or  friendly  intentions,  may  approach 
a  the  royal  city  ?  May  heaven  avert  from  the  Ro- 
a  man  republic  this  national  difgrace,  which  would 
"  provoke  the  patience  of  the  flaves  of  Periia." 
Martina  defcended  from  the  throne  with  indigna-, 
lion,  and   fought  a  refuge  in  the  female  apart- 
ment of  the  palace.    The  reign  of  Conftantine  the 
third  lafted  only  one  hundred  and  three  days :    he 
expired  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and,  although 
his  life  had  been  a  long  malady,  a  belief  was  enter- 
tained that  poifon  had  been  the  means,  and  his 
cruel  ftep-mother  the    author,   of   his    untimely 
fate.    Martina  reaped  indeed   the   harveft  of  his    Heracfc* 
death,  and  affuraed  the  government  in  the  name   a!d.64i, 
of  the  furviving    emperor;    but   the    inceftuous   May**- 
widow  of  Heraclius  was  univerfally  abhorred  j  the 
jealoufy  of  the  people  was  awakened,  and  the  two 
orphans  whom  Conftantine  had  left,  became  the 
obje&s  of  the  public  care.    It  .was  in  vain  that  the 
foo  of  Martina,  who  was  no  more  than  fifteen 
years  of  age,  was  taught  to  declare  himfelf  the 
guardian  of  his  nephews,  one  of  whom  he  had 
prefented  at  the  baptifmal  font :    it  was  in  vain 
that  he  fwore  on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs,  to  de- 
fend them  againft  all  their  enemies.     On  his  death- 
bed,  the  late  emperor    difpatcfeed  a  trufty  fer- 
*ant  to  arm  the  troops  and  provinces  of  the  Eaft  in 
the  defence  of  his  helplefs  children :  the  eloquence 
and  liberality  of  Valentin  had  been  fuccefsful,  and 
from  his  camp  of  Chalcedon,  he  boldly  demanded 
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the  punifhment  of  the  aflaffuis,  and  the  reftoratfon 
of  the  lawful  heir.  The  licence  of  the  foldiers 
who  devoured  the  grapes  and  drank  the  wine  of 
their  Afiatic  vineyards,  provoked  the  citizens  of 
Conftauqpople  againft  the  domeflic  authors  of  their 
calamities,/ and  the  dome  of  St.  Sophia  re-echoed, 
not  with  Sprayers  and  hymns,  but  with  the  clamours 
and  imprecations  of  an -enraged  .multitude.  At 
their  imperious  -  command;  Heracleon^s  appeared 
in  the  pulpit  with  the  eldefl  of  the  royal  orphans  ; 
Cbnflans  alone  was  faiuied  as  emperor  of  the  Ro* 
mans,  -and  a  crown  of  gold,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  tomb  of  Heraclius,  was  placed  on  his 
head,  with  the  folemn  benediction  of  the  patriarch. 
But  in  the  tumult  of  joy  and  indignation,  the 
church  was  pillaged,  the  faji&uary  was  polluted 
by  a  prpmifcuous  crowd  of  Jews  and  Barbarians  ; 
?md  the  Monothelite  Pyrrhug,  a  creature  of  the 
emprefs,  after  drpppmg  a  proteftation  on  the  altar, 
efcaped  by  a  prudent  flight  from  the  zeal  of  the 
Catholics.  A  more  ferious  and  bloody  talk  was 
referved  for  the  fenate,  who  derived  a  temporary 
ftrength  from  the  confent  of  the  foldiers  and 
people.  The  fpirit  of  Roman  freedom  revived 
the  ancient  and  awful  examples  of  the  judgment  of 
tyrants,  and  the  Imperial  culprits  were  depofed 
arid  condemned  as  the  authors  of  the  death  of  Con- 
ftantine.  But  the  fevcrity  of  the  confeript  fathers 
was  ftained  by  the  indifcriminate  punifhment  of 
the  innocent  and  the  guilty ;  Martina  and  Jiera- 
cleonas  were  fentenced  to  the  amputation,  the 
former  of  her  tongue,  the  latter  of  his  nofe  ;  and 
after  this  cruel  execution,  they  confumed  the  re- 
mainder 
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maindcr  of  their  days  in  exile  and  oblivion.     The    CJ}£V* 
Greeks  who  were  capable  of  reflection  ought  find        -j-^uj 
fome  confolation  for  their  fervitude,  by  obferving 
the  abufe  of  power  when  it  was  lodged  for  a  mo- 
meat  in  the  hands  of  an  ariftocracy. 

We  Oiall    imagine    ourfelves   tranfported    five  *  ronftait 
hundred  years  backwards  to  the  age  of  the  Anto-   ^fsrp- 
nines,  if  we  liflen  to  the  oration  which  Conftans    temb«r. 
II.  pronounced  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age  be- 
fore  the  Byzantine   fenate.     After  returning    his  •• 
thanks  for  the  juft  punifhment  of  theaffaffins  who 
had  intercepted    the   faireft  hopes  of  his  father's 
reign,      cc  By   the  divine   providence/'    faid    the 
young  emperor,    and  by  your  righteous  decree, 
*c  Martina  and  her  inceftuous  progeny  have  been 
u  caft  headlong  from  the  throne.     Your  majefty  • 
"  and  wifdom  have  prevented  the  Roman    ftate* 
"  from  degenerating  into  lawlefs  tyranny.    I  there- 
"  fore  exhort  and  befeech  you  to  (land  forth  as  the 
*'  counfellors  and  judges  of  the  common  fafety." 
The  fenators  were  gratified  by  the  refpeftful   ad- 
drefs  and  liberal  donative  of  their  fovereign ;  but 
thefe  fervile  Greeks  were  unworthy  and  regardlefs 
of  freedom  ;  and  in  his  mind,  the  leflbn  of  an  hour 
vras  quickly  erazed  by  the  prejudices  of  the  age 
and  the  habits  of  defpotifm.     He  retained  only  a 
jealous  fear  left  the  fenate   or  people  fhould  one  * 
day  invade  the  right  of  primogeniture,  and  feat 
his  brother  Theodoflus  on  an  equal  throne.     By 
the  imposition  of  holy  orders,  the  grandfon  of  He- 
laclius  was  difqualified  for  the  purple ;  but  this  ce* 
remony,  which  feemed  to  profane  the  facraments  v 

.  of 
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c  L  A  f'   of  the  church,  was  inefficient  to  appeafe  the  fuf- 
picions  of  the  tyranf,  and  the  death  of  the  deacon 
Theodofius  could  alone  expiate  the  crime  of  his 
royal  birth*    His  murder  was  avenged  by  the  im- 
precations of  the  people,  and  the  aflafiin,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  power,  was  driven  from  his  capital  into 
voluntary  and  perpetual  exile.     Conftans  embark- 
ed for  Greece ;  and,  as  if  he  meant  to  retort  the 
abhorrence  which  he  deferved,  he  is  faid,  from  the 
Imperial  galley,  to    have  fpit  againft  the  walls  of 
his  native  city.   After  parting  the  winter  at  Athens, 
he  failed  to  Tarentum  in  Italy,  vifited  Rome,  and 
concluded  a  long  pilgrimage  of  difgrace  and  facri- 
legious  rapine,  by  fixing  his  refidence  at  Syracufe, 
But  if  Conftans  could  fly  from  his  people,  he  could 
not  fly  from  himfelf.  The  remorfe  of  his  confeience 
created  a  phantom  who  purfued  him  by  land  and 
fea,  by  day  and  by  night ;  and  the  vifionary  Theo- 
dofius, prefenting  to  his  lips  a  cup  of  blood,  faid, 
or  feemed  to  fay,   "Drink,  brother,   drink;"  a 
fure  emblem  of  the  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  fince 
he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  the  deacon  the 
myftic  cup  of   the  blood  of  Chrift.     Odious  to 
himfelf  and  to  mankind,  Conftans  perifhed  by  do- 
meltic,  perhaps  by  epifcopal,  treafon,  in   the  ca- 
pital of  Sicily.     A  fervant  who  waited  in  the  bath, 
after  pouring  warm  water  on  his  head,  {truck  him 
violently  with  the  vafe.    He  fell,  gunned  by  the 
blow,   and  fuffocated  by  the  water;  and  his  at- 
tendants, who.  wondered  at  the  tedious  delay,  be* 
held  with  indifference  the  corpfe  of  their   lifelefa 
emperor.     The  troops  of  Sicily  inveftcd  with  the 

purple 
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purple  an  obfcure  youth,  whofe  inimitable  beauty  xlvuF 
eluded,  and  it  might  eafily  elude,  the  declining  w  »■  *j 
art  of  the  painters  and  fculptors  of  the  age. 

Conftans  had  left  in  the  Byzantine  palace  three   Conftan- 
fons,  the  eldeft  of  whom  had  been  clothed  in  his   p^ona- 
infancy  with  the  purple.     When  the  father  fum-   *l8» 
moned  them  to  attend  his  perfon  in  Sicily,  thefe   Septcm-  ' 
precious  hoftages  were  detained  by  the  Greeks,      r" 
and  a  firm  refufal  informed  him  that  they  were  the 
children  of  the  ftate.    The  news  of  his  murder  was 
conveyed  with  almoft  fupernatural  fpeed  from  Sy- 
racufe  to  Constantinople  j   and   Conftantine,    the 
eldeft  of  his  fons,  inherited  his  throne  without  be- 
ing  the  heir  of  the  public  hatred.    His  fubjefts 
contributed,  with  zeal  and  alacrity,  to  chaftife  the 
guilt  and  prefumption  of  a  province  which  had 
ufurped  the  rights  of  the  fenate  and  people ;  the 
young  emperor  failed  from  the  Hellefpont  with  a 
powerful  fleet ;  and  the  legions  of  Rome  and  Car- 
thage were  afiembled  under  his  ftandard  in  the 
harbour  of  Syracufe.    The  defeat  of  the  Sicilian 
tyrant  was  eafy,  his  punifhment  juft,  and  his  beau- 
teous head  was  expofed  in  the  hippodrome :  but  I 
cannot  applaud  the  clemency  of  a  prince,  who, 
among  a  crowd  of  vi&ims,  condemned  the  fon  of 
a  patrician,  for  deploring  with  fome  bitternefs  the 
execution  of  a  virtuous  father.    The  youth  was 
caftrated  :  he  furvived  the  operation,  and  the  me* 
raory  of  this  indecent  cruelty  is  preferved  by  the 
elevation  of  Germanus  to  the  rank  of  a  patriarch 
and  faint.     After  pouring  this  bloody  libation  on 
his  father's  tomb,   Conftalitine  returned  to  his  ca- 
pital, and  the  growth  of  his  young  beard  during 
%  the 
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chap,  the  Sfcffian  voyage,  was  announced  by  the  familiar 
ij\-j  i  Jr  furaame-dfPbgDnatus^  to  the  Grecian  world. .  But 
his  reign,  like  that  of  his  ptodeceflbr,  was  ftained 
1  With  fraternal  difcord.  On  iris*  two  brothers,  He- 
.  radius  and  Tiberius,  her  had  beftcnved  the  tide  of 
Auguftust  an  empty  title,  for  they  continued  to 
fonguiih  withotit  truft'or  power  in  the  fojitude  of 
the  palace*  At  their  fecret  iitftigation,  the  troops 
of  *  the  Anatolian  themi  or  province  approached  the 
city  orf  the1  Afiatic  fide,  demanded  for  the  royal 
brothers*  the  partition  or  exfercife  of  fovereighty, 
and  fupported  their  fedifious  claim  by  a  theologi- 
cal argument.  They  were  Ghriftians  (they  cried), 
?id  orthodox  Gatholics ;  the  fincere  votaries  of  the 
holy  and.  undivided  Trinity.  Since  there  are  three 
equal  perfons  w  heaven,.,  it  is  reafonable  there 
fhould  be  three  equal  perfons  upon  earth.  The 
.emperor  invited  thefe  learned  divines  to  a  friendly 
conference,  in  'which  they  might  propofe  their  argu- 
ments- to:  the  fefcate>  they  obeyed  the  fummoris,  but 
the/profpecfc  of  their  bodies  hanging  on  the  gibbet 
in  -the  fubilrb  of  Galata^  reconciled  their  compani- 
ons to.  the>  uaity  of  the  reign  of  Conftantine.  He 
pardoned  his  brothers,  and  their  names  were  (till 
f>»nounced  in  the  public  acclamations :  but  on 
.the  repetition  or  fufpicion  of  a  fimilar  offence,  the 
obnoxious  princes  were  deprived  of  their  titles  and 
nofes,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Catholic  bifhtops  who 
were  affembled  at  Conftantinople  in  theTixth  ge- 
neral fynod.  In  the  clofe  of  his  life,  Pogonatus 
wis  anxious  only  to  eftabliih  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture :  the  hair  of  his  two  fons,  Juftinian  and 
Hentclfus,  was  offered  on  the  (hrine  of  St.  Peter, 

as 
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is  a  fymbol  of  their  fpiritual  adoptioit  by  the  pope ;  CHAP, 
but  the  elder  was  alone  etalted  to  the  rank  of  Au«  s^-v-O 
gu/his  and  the  afftirance  of  the  empire* 

After  the  deceafe  of  his  father,  the  inheritance  M*- 
of  tile  Roman  world  devolved  to  Juflinian  II.  5  and  a.  d.  6*j, 
the  same  of  a  triumphant  lawgiver   was  difho-  ^*cm" 
noured  by  the  vices  of  a  boy,  who  imitated  his 
namefake  only  in  the  expensive  luxury  of  building. 
His  paflions  were  ftrong;  his  underftanding  was 
feeble ;  and  he  was  intoxicated  with  a  fbolifh  pride, 
that  his  birth  had  given  him  the  command  of  mil- 
lions, of  whom  the  fmalleft  community  would  not 
have  chofen  him  for  their  local  magiftrate.     His 
favourite  minifters  were  two  beings  the   leaft  fuf- 
ceptible  of  human  fympathy,   an  eunuch  and  a 
monk j  to  the  one  he  abandoned  the  palace,  to  the 
other  the  finances ;  the  former  corre&ed  the  era' 
peror's  mother  with  a  fcourge,  the  latter  fu(pcnde4 
the  mfolvent  tributaries,  with  their  heads  down- 
wards, over  a  flow  and  fmoaky  fire.     Since  die 
days  of  Commodus  and  Caracalla,  the  cruelty  of 
the  Roman  princes  had  moil  commonly  been  the 
effect  of  their  fear;   but  Juftinian,  who  poffeffed 
fome  vigour  of  chara&er,  enjoyed  the  fufferings, 
and  braved  the  revenge,  of  his  fubje&s  about  ten 
years,  till  the  meafure  was  full,  of  his  crimes  and 
of  their  patience.     In  a  dark  dungeon,  Leontius, 
a  general  of  reputation,  had  groaned  above  three 
years  with  fome  of  the  nobleft  and  moft  deferving 
of  the  patricians:  he  was  fuddenly  drawn  forth  to 
afitune  the  government  of  Greece ;  and  this  pro- 
motion of  an  injured  man  was  a  mark  of  the  con* 
Vol.  IX.  C  tempt 
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^xlviu/  tetnPt  either  than  of  the  confidence  of  his  prince. 
As  -he  was- followed  to  the  port  by  the  kind  offices 
of  his  friends,  Leontius  obferved  with  a  figh  that 
he  was  a  viftim  adorned  for  facrifice,  and  that  in- 
evitable death  would  purfue  his  fbotfteps.  They 
ventured  to  reply,  that  glory  and  empite  might 
be  the  recompence  of  a  generous  refolution ;  that 
every  order  of  men  abhorred  the  reign  of  a  mon- 
fter ;  and  that  the  hands  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
patriots  expe&ed  only  the  voice  of  a  leader. "  The 
night  was  chofen  for  their  deliverance ;  and  in  the 
firft  effort  of  the  confpirators,  the  prasfett  was 
'flain,  4and  the  prifons  were  forced  open :  the  emif- 
faries  of  Leontius  proclaimed  in  every  ftreet, 
%*  Chriftians,  to  St.  Sophia  ;,f  and  the  feafonable 
text  of  the  patriarch,'  "  this  is  the  day  of  the  Lord  !** 
was  the  prelude  of  an  inflammatory  fermon.  From 
the  diurch  the  people  adjourned  to  the  hippo- 
drome: Juftinian,  in  whofe  caufe  not  a  fword 
:had  been  drawn,  was  dragged  before  thefe  tu- 
multuary judges,  and  their  clamours  demahded 
the  inftant  death  of  the  tyrant.  But  Leontius* 
who  was  already  clothed  with  the  purple,  caft 
an  eye  of  pity  on  the  proftrate  fon  of  his  ownbenti- 
'  factor  and  of  fo  many  emperors.  The  life  of 
'  Juftinian  was  fpared  j  the  amputation  of  his  nofe, 
'perhaps  of  his  tongue,  was  imperfe&ly  performed: 
the  happy  flexibility  of  the  Greek  language  could 
impofe  the  name  of  Rhinotmetus ;  and  the  muti- 
lated tyrant  was  banifhed  to  Cherfonse  in  Crim- 
"Tartary,  a  lonely  fettlement,  where  corn,  wine, 
and  oil,  were  imported  as  foreign  luxuries.  ; 

•  On 
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Qte  the  edge  of  the  Scythian  wiidernefs,  jufti-  <*«  *  P. 
man  ftill  cherifhed  the  pride  of  his  birth  and  the  ^  ^  _/ 
hope  of  his  reftoratioru    After  three  years  exile,  Hiy^,c# 
he  received  .the  pleafing  intelligence  that  his  injury  6»s-*7«5* 
was  avenged  by  a  fecotod  revolution,  aad  that  Le- 
ontius  in  his  turn  had  been  dethroned  and  muti- 
lated by  the  rebel  Apfimar,  who  aflumed  the  more 
refpe&able  name  of  Tiberius* ,    But  the  claim  of 
lineal  fucceffion  was  ftill  formidable  to  a  plebeian 
ufurper;  and  his  jealoufy  was  ftimulated  by  the 
complaints  and  charges  of  the  Cherfonites,  who 
beheld  the  vices  of  the  tyrant  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
exile.     With  a  band  of  followers,  attached  to  his 
perfon  by  common  hope  or  common  defpair,  Jufti- 
nian    fled    from   the    inhofpitable    fhore *  to    the 
faord  of  the  Chozars,  who  pitched  their  tents  be- 
tween the    Tanais  and  Boryfthenes.     The  khan 
entertained  with  pity  and  refpetl  the  royal  fuppli- 
ant:    Phanagoria,    once  an  opulent  city,  on  the 
Afiatic  fide  of  the  lake  Moeotis,  was  afQgned  for 
his   refidence;    and  every  Roman  prejudice  was 
ftified  in  his  marriage  with  the  lifter  of  the  Bar* 
barian,   who  feems,  however,  from  the  name  of 
Theodora,  to  have  received  the  facrament  of  bap- 
tifm.     But  the  faithlefs  Chozar  was  foon  tempted 
by  the  gold  of  Conftantinople ;  and  had  not  the 
defign    been    revealed  by   the    conjugal  lore  of 
Theodora,  her  hufband  muft  have  been  affaflinat- 
ed,  or  betrayed  into  the  power  of   his  enemies. 
After  ftrangling,    with  his  own  hands,  the  two 
emiflarks  of  the  khan,  Juftinian  font  back  his  wife 
to  her  brother,   and  embarked  on  the  Euxine  in 
fcarch  of  new  and  more  faithful  allies*    His  veffel 
C  2  was 
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C  h  a  p.  was  aflfcukcd  by  a  tiolept  tempeft;  and  one  df 
his  pious  companions  advifed  him  to  defervc  tbe 
mercy  of  God  by  a  vow  of  general  f orgivoieft, 
if  he  fliould  be.reftorc^  to  the  throne  ,  "  Of  for- 
M  givenefs?"  replied  die  .intrepid  tyrant  j  "  may 
"  I  perifli  this  inftant — may  the,  Almighty  whelm 
"  me  in  the  waves — if  I  confenl  to  fpare  a  fiag^c 
u  head  of  my  enemies!"    He.  fumved}  tty&  ^ar 
pious,  menace,  failed  into  the  mopth  of  the,I)ar 
nube,  trufted  his  perfon  in  the  royal* viUagq  ;&£ 
the  Bulgarians,  and  purchafed  thp  ^of  Tq^glis* 
a  Pagan  conqueror,  by  the  promise  of  hi$  daughter 
and  a  fair  partition  of  the  treafures  of  ^hf  fWfflWfc 
The  Bulgarian  kingdom  extended  to  the  c^p^LU^ 
of  Thrace  ;  and  the  two  princes  befi^ged  ^^ft^H 
tinopte  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thpufand  horft,  1  A$h 
fimar  .was  difmayed  by  the  fuddeji  ppd  hoftile  ap» 
parition  of  his  rival,  whofe  head  h^d  been  ,prpy 
mifed  by  the  Chozar,  and  of  whofe  evafioij  he  was 
yet  ignorant.     After  an  abfencq  of  ten  years*  the 
crimes  of  Juftiniah  were  faintly  remembered,  and 
the  birth  aftd  misfortunes  of  their  hereditary  Jovct 
reign  excited  the  pity  of  the  multitude,  ever  difcon.- 
tented  with  the  ruling  powers ;  and  by  the  a&ive 
diligence  of  his  adherents  he  was  introduced  into  the 
city  and  palace  of  Conftantine. 
His  rcfto-        In  rewarding  his  allies  and  recalliag  his  wife, 
den?h,and  Juftinian'clifplayed  fome  fenfe  of  honour  and  gra- 
A  D.      titude  j  and  Terbelis  retired,  after  fweeping  away 
an  heap  of  gold  coip,  which  he  meafured  with  his 
Scythian  whip.    But  never  was  vow  more  reli- 
gioufly  performed  than  the  facred  oath  of  revenge 
which  he  had  faorn  amidft  the  ftorms  of  theEuxine. 

The 


705— 71 X. 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  at 

W%5  tdurpeii,  fcr  I  ri&flr"  rfeferve  the.  name  chap, 
"of  tyrant  for  Ae  conqueror,    Were  dragged  into    XLVIXI' 
the  fi%^>oilrbnie,   the  6n£  ftoin  his  prifon,    the 
otiier  from  *is  palace.     Before '  their  execution, 
IgSntros    arid    Apfimar  -  wefe   call  pVoftrate    in 
thaztttf  bfcneath*the  throne  of  the  emperor;  and 
JttfH&i&ii?,  -(Wanting  a  foot  on  each  of  their  necks, 
contemplated  above  an  hour  the  chariot-race,  while 
th^incbnftkrrt  people  ihouted,  in  the  word*  of  the 
ftabnift,  ^  Thfcu  (halt  trample  on  the  afp  and 
<*  -&ffiliik,:cttid  on  the  lion  and  dragon  (halt  thou  fet 
*•  %  Wrf"    I*«  uniyerfal  defe&ion  which  he 
had  oiice  Experienced  might  provoke  him  to  re~ 
peatthtf  rofla  of  Caligula,  that  the  Roman  people 
hidbrnfonc  head     Yet  I  (hall  prefume  to  obferve, 
ti&X  fudi  a  frifh  is  \ua worthy  of  an  ingenious  ty- 
rant, fince  his  revenge   and  cruelty  would  have 
been  extingiiiftied  by  a  (ingle  blow,  inftead  of  the 
flow  variety  of  tortures  which  Juftinian  infli&ed 
on  the  victims  of  his  anger.     His  pleasures  were 
inexhauftlble :    neither  private   virtue  nor  public 
fcrvice  coxild  expiate  the  guilt  of  auftiye,  or  evea 
paffive,  obedience  to  an  eftabli(hed  government; 
and  during  the  fix  years  of  his  new  reign,  he  con? 
fidered  the  axe,   the  cord,  and  the  rack,  as  the 
only  inftruments  of  royalty.     But  his  mod  impla- 
cable hatred  was  pointed  againft  the  Cherfonites, 
who  had  infulted  his  exile  and  violated  the  laws  of 
hospitality.    Their  remote  fituation  afforded  fome 
means  of  defence,  or  at  lead  of  efcape ;  and  a 
grievous  <ai  was  impofed  on  Coriftantinople,  to 
fupply  the  preparations  6f  a  fleet  and  army.     "  AH 
**  are  guilty,  and  all  mud  perilh^  vas  the  man- 
p£  datg 
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XLvtn'    <^ate  °^  J11^™2111 5  anc*  &e  bloody  execution  was 
entrufted  to  his  favourite  Stephen,  who  was  recom- 
mended by  the  epithet  of  the  favage.    Yet  even 
the  favage  Stephen  imperfe&ly  accomplifhed  die 
intentions  of  his  fovereign.    The  flownefs  of  his  at- 
tack allowed  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  to 
withdraw  into  the  country ;   and  the  minifter  of 
vengeance   contented  himfelf  with  reducing   tht 
youth  of  both  fexes  to  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  with 
roafting  alive  feven  of  the  principal  citizens,  with 
drowning  twenty  in  the  fea,  and  with  referring 
forty-two   in  chains  to  receive  their  doom  front 
the  mouth  of  the  emperor.    In  their  return*  the 
fleet  was  driven  on  the  rocky  feores  of  Anatolia  $ 
*nd  Juftinian  applauded  the  obedience  of  the  Eux* 
ine,  which  had  involved  fo  many  thoufends  of  Ms 
fubjetts  and*  enemies  in  a  common  fhipwreck :   bat 
the  tyrant  was  ftill  infatiate  of  blood ;  and  a  fe* 
cond  expedition  was  commanded  to  extirpate  the 
remains  of  the  profcribed  colony.    In  the  flwrt  in* 
terval,  die  Oherfonites  bad  returned  to  their  city, 
and  were  prepared  to  die  in  arms ;  the  khan  of 
the  Chozars  had  renounced  th*  caufe  of  his  odious 
brother;    the  exiles  of  every  province  were  ak 
fembied  in  Taims ;     and  Bardanes,    under  the 
name  of  Philippicus,  was  invefted  with  the  purple* 
The   Imperial  troops,    unwilling   and  unable  to 
perpetrate  the  revenge  of  Juftinian,  efcaped  his 
difpleafure  by  abjuring  his  allegiance:  the  fleet, 
finder  their  new  fovereign,  fleered  back  a  more 
aufpicious  courfe  to  the  harbours  of  Sinope  and 
Conftantinople ;  and  every  tongue  was  prompt  to 
pronounce,  every  hand  to  execute,  the  death  of 

th* 
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flic  tym*  Befltoe  of  friend,  he  w  deferttd  <£$,{;■ 
by  his  Barbarian  guards;  and  the  ftro^e  of  the  v^v^' 
aflaffin  wis  praifed  as  an  ad  of  patriotifin  jmd  Ro- 
man virtue.  His  ion  Tiberius  had  taken  refuge 
in  a  church;  his  aged  grandmother  guarded  the 
door ;  and  the  ftmocent  youth,  fufpending  round 
his  neck  the  moil  formidable  relics,  embraced  with 
one  hand  the  altar,  with  the  other  the  wood  of 
the  true  croft.  But  the-  popular  fury  that  dares 
to  trample  on  fuperftition, .  is  deaf  to  the  cries  of 
huibanky;  and  the  race  of.Heraclius  was  eitin- 
guifhed  after  a  reign  of  one  hundred  years. 

Between  the  fall  of  the  Heraclian  and  the  rife  of  Phiiipp?- 
the  Ifiairian  dynafty,  a  ihort  interval  of  fix  years  ia  a"d.  711, 
divided  into  three  reign*.  ;    Bardanes,  or  Philips  Dumber, 
pkus,  wp»  hailed  at  Conftandnople  as  an  hero  who 
had  delivered  his  country  from  a  tyrant;  and  he  - 

might  tafte  feme  moments  of  bappineft  ia  the  fy ft 
tranfpoits  of  iaom  fad  unhrerial  joy.  Juftiniaa 
had  kft  behind  him  an  ample  treafure,  the  fruit  of 
cmdty  a*d  rapine :  but;  this  ufeful  fund  v$as  foon 
tad  j4ly  d&patad  by  his  fucceflbr.     On  the  fc£  , 

fifift^jftf  his  birth-day,  Philippicus  entertained  the 
otUtitiide  with  tbftjgw^at  of  the  hippodrome ;  from 
there*  kfi  paraded  thrajgh  the  ftreets  with' a  thou- 
btodc  banners  and  ft  thouland  trumpets ;  refrefhed 
fcapd£lf  in  the  baths  of  Zeuxippns,  and,  returning 
to  the  palace,  entertained  his  nobles  with  a  fuinj> 
tuogs  banquet.  At  (he  meridian  hour  he  withr 
drear  to  his  chamber,  intoxicated  with  flattery  and 
jrige,.  and  forgetful  that  his  example  had  made 
wry  fi}t>je£t  ambitious,  and  that  every  anibitic>itt 
fubjeft  was  his  fecret  enemy.  Soipe  bold  $on- 
C  4  ipirators 
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cx^£"'  ^arittors  mtroducedr  thanfehfcsdn  Ae  diforderof 
v-^x-n^  the  feaft ;  and  the  finata^gntataattfc  was  ifur* 
/.;  pafed,  ^ound;  blinded,  fahd  7  detpofed,  before  he 
£u* i*r      *** r  *sn**Je  °^  i^  dai^pr;    <lfetithe  t?wcrs  wee 
AD-^4i4  deprived  of  thek  reward  ;.;axuinhe  free  twice  of 
Junet  "  the  fenate  and  people,  promoted  Artemius  from 
the  office  of  fecretary  to  that;  o£  emperor ;-  he  af* 
filmed  the  tide  of  Anaftafiws  the  fecund,  *n4  ilik 
played  im  a:  ihort  and  tronbied  reign  the  virt&es 
both  qf  fieace  and  war*    Bat,  after  the  extinction 
ff  tjie  imperial  Jin$>  the  rule  of  obedience  was 
toofatedpand  every  change,  diffufed  the  feeds  of 
«ew;JXto(riuti(»i8.     In  a  mutiny  of  the  fleet,  an 
hfofirai<Ljnd.,idu8nrt  officer  of  the  roenpe  wat 
ioroibly  in  veiled    vnth    the  purple:    after  fame 
ioKnfh*  of  a  Aaval  war*  Anaftafras  refigted  the 
Theodo-    -fceptre ;  and  the  conqueror*  Thaodoftas  the  thirds 
£"1X716,  *bmkted  m  his  torn  to  thefupetwr  afcendant^f 
January    .g^  t^e   general  and  emperor  o£  the  Orient*) 
ifcopl*    His  two  predeocfibrs  were  permitted  t* 
aAbmce  the  eoclcfiaftkal  prcfeffipnt   the  reftteft 
impatience  of  AuAaSos  tempted  htm  to  rift  and 
jko  lofe  his  life  in  a  treafonabl*  cattrprife ;  bat  the 
4ait  days-  of  Theodofius^  were  honourable  and  ia» 
.cure.    The  iingle  fublime   wwd,    «*  realist/* 
arfcich  h&  inferibed  on   his  tomb,  expreflfe*  the 
rxmbtencc  6f  phitofophy  or  religion;    and  the 
£ube  of  fab  mhfack*  .vat  long  preserved  among 
the  people,  erf  Epheftw*    Thh  convenient  flicker 
of  tht  church  migtot  fomerimes  hnpofe  a  kfibn  of 
demtfrcy ;  hvtt  it  may  be  ijuefttoned  whether  it  k 
-for  the  public  imereftta  ^liminifli  the  peril*  of  an- 
.fttccefcful  ambition. 

I  have 
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ligmidmllk  taii^he frfr  -cf-a:fpa*;**ill  <££$£ 
briefly  Teprdcot  the  'founder  of  -a  -  new,  dyxafty*  *^-v~w 
akHs.&iqte  tp:pofterity  bjrJherittvrftfvfes  <rf  Jg^g; 
to  came*  aitd  \Acrfe  pvUfc  aiid  ptuddr  hfeJr  ran,   _" 
kvetod  iirit&erecctefi^cal  ftory.of  the. Icoom  touch*?, 
ehfts.    Yet  ia  fpitc  -of.  the. damans  of  iuperfti- 
tan,  a  faffouoiicc  prtjudice.  iro  the  charaflkar  of 
Uq  thelfeurian,.  ma^,;beoB^oHaUy  draaiirfiDm 
the  obfeurity^f  hfehwrth;  and  the:  dmation  of  fab 
vdpvk  la  so  age;  of  manjy  %Brit>  the  pfofpeft 
of  ^imperial  reward  would  haw  kindled  ercrf 
cieqjy  of  the  mind,  and  produced,  a*  crowd  of 
competitors -as -defcrving  as  they  *«e*e  defame** 
reign,    E*m  in  the .  corruption  and  debility  bf 
the  modern  Qrpaks,  the  deration  erf  a  pkbexaft 
fiom  ffc$«  fafbto  the  fifcft  rank  fcf  iocietyv  fappofet     • 
feme  qaalaficatioas  abewe  the  level  df  the  mohi* 
Hide*  tte  wndd  probabty  be  ignorant  and  4af* 
imfalsof  ipetndatttefcierice}  tad,  in  the  purftiit 
tf  fortune;  die  might  abfoive  hinxfeif  fwm  ttyrote 
ligations  of  benevolence  and  jaforce  :•  but' to;  ins 
cfaa&er  <we  may.  afcribe  the  u£sfai.  virtues .  of  pro. 
face  ai^  fortitude,  the  knowledge  o£  matting 
*d  die  impeitant  art  of  gaining' their  confidence 
and"  diie&ntg  their   peffiont.    It  is  agreed  "that 
Lea  was  a  native  of  lfauria,  and  that  Gonoh  ww 
k»  primitive  name.    The  ^titers*  u*ofcaWfcw*rd 
Wreisipraife,  defcsibe  Jrim  »  mlidnortnt^pedlai, 
vk>  drove  an  afs  with  fome  paltry  anerchandife  to 
the  cwatry  fins ;  andfbolifely  relate  that  he  met 
<m  the  road,  fome  Jewifh  fbrtune*tdkrs,  \wh©  pfo- 
mifed  him  the  Roman  empire,  on  condition  drit 
he  ihonld  aboliil}  die  wprfhip  of  idols.    A  more 

probable 
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cJfJiff'  jibofiaUe  acetHttife  xtela&a  the  migration  of  his  fa- 
^^^J/  ther  fata*  Afia^MSaor  to  Thrace,  where  he  exer- 
cftitb   lucrative    trade  of  a  grazier;   and  fee 
muft  taftg    acquired    confiderable  wealth*    finee 
the  fiaft:  ihtrodufiion  of  his  fbn  was  procured  by  su 
fiippiy^  pfi   five  feundoed   ihecp   to,  the  Imperial 
eamp.      Hie  firffe  fenrice  was  in  the  guards  of 
Jaftinianv  where  he  fooiv  attracted  the  notice  and 
byi  degrees  the  jealoufy,  of  the  tyrant.    His  valour 
and  dexterity  were  confpicnous  in  the  Colrfuan 
war  .:,  from  Anaftafius  he  received  the  command 
6i  the.  Anatolian  legions,  and  by  the  fuffrage  of 
tbe:  foWfess  he  was  raifed  to  the  empire  with  the 
'general    applaufe    of   the  Roman  world* — II.  In 
this  dangerous  elevation,  Leo  the  third  fupported 
bhnfelf  againfl:  the  envy  of  his  equals,  the  d*f» 
content  of  4  powerful  fa&ion,  and  the  afiauka  of 
his    foreign  and  domeftic    enemies*.     The.  Car 
thoUcs  who  accufe  his  reiifpptta  tffteyaftofts,  am 
obliged  to  confefs  that  they  were  undertaken  wi|h 
temper    and-  condoled    with   finrutefe.       Theif 
filence ,  rjefpe&e   the  wifdom  of.  his  adminiitratian 
said  the  purity  of  hia  manners.    After  a  reign  of 
tweatyionr.  years,  he  peacepbty  expired  in  tbe  p* 
laq$  of  ConftantinqgAe  j  aad  *xtb$  pwple  which  he 
fud  acquired,  .was  :tittifeittqL  by.  the  ligjhtxjf  kit 
jfcmaoce  to  &?  third  g?n£r*tioiH 
Conftan         In  9.  lang  reign  .oft  thirty-four  years*  the  fca  and 
cSpLy.   facceffor  of  tee*  CoaftaAtine  the  fifth,  fumamed 
AllD         Copro&yniiM,  attacked  with  Ids-  temperate  zeallhe 
June  18.  '  m%&&  or  idols  of   tbe  church.    Their  votames 
^^•exhattfted  the  bittentt&  of  reUgMtit4gall,.m 
th$ir:  gprtput   of.  this  fpptfcd  paatther,*. this-aad- 
_,./  ■   -     *'  *  chrift, 
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thrift,  this  fymg  dragon  of  the  farpent's  feed,   *nt  A  & 
who  farpafled  the  tkes  of  Elagabalus  and  Nero, 
His  reign  was  a  long  butchery  of  whatever  was 
jnoft  noble,  or  holy,  or  innocent,  in  his  empire; 
in  pofon,  the  emperor  affifted  at  the  execution  of 
fab   vi&ms,    furveyed   their  agonies,  liftened  to 
dteir  groans,  and  indulged,  without  fatiating*  his 
appetite  for  Wood :  a  plate  of  nofes  was  accepted 
as  a  grateful  offering,  and  his  domeftics  were  often 
fcotirged  or  mutilated  by  the  royal  hand.    His 
furaame    was   derived   from  his  pollution  of  his 
baptifinal   font.    The  infant    might  be  excufed; 
bat  the  manly  pleafures  of  Coprparymus  degraded 
him  below  the  level   of  a  brute ;    his  luft  con- 
founded  the  eternal  diftki&ionts  of  feat  and  fpecies; 
and  he  fessned  to  extra&  feme  unnatural  delight 
from  the  obje&s  moft  ofienfire  to  human  ienfo. 
In  hk  nfigkn,  the  konoclaft  was  an  Heretic,  a 
Jew,  a  Mahometan,  a  Bagan,   and  an  A  thrift; 
and  his  belief  of  an  invifiblc  power  could  be  dis- 
covered only  in  his  magic  rites,  human,  vi&inn^ 
and  no&nrnal  facrifices  to  Venus  and  the  damons 
of  antiquity.    His  life  was  ftainod  with  the  moft 
oppofite  vices,  and  the  ulcers  which  covered  his 
body,  anticipated  before  his  death  the  fontimmt  of 
hdtaortmes.     Of  thefe  accufatkros,  which  I  have 
fo  patiently  copied,  a  part  is  refuted  by  it*  owii 
abfiardky ;  and  m  the  private  anecdotes  of  the  life 
of  ponces,  the  lie  is  more  eafy  as  the  detpOkxi  is 
more  difficult.     Without  adopting  the  penucioufc 
marim,   that  whore  much  is  alleged,  fomething 
moil  be  tiue,  I  can  however  difcenv  that  Cod* 
Aantine  the  fifth   was  difibiuts  and  cruel    Ce- 
u  lumpy 
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CXLvIif"  kmny  *  morepraiieto  exaggerate  than  to  invent;* 
sad  her  licentious  tongue  is  chfcctted  in  fefme  thea* 
fare  by  the  experience  of  the  fcgrf  artd  eountty  td 
which  fte  appeals  :  Of  the  feiihof*  and  monks, 
the  generals  and  magiftratev  wfc©  &re  faid  tx>  have 
fuflfered  under  h»  reign,,  the  'ntimbers  lure  re- 
corded, the  names  were  confpicuous*  the  execu- 
tion was  pubUc*  *  the  rautilatiftfi  yifiWe  and  per- 
manent. The  .Catholics  hated  the*  perfonr  and 
government  of  Copronymus;  tout  evfcn  their 
hatred  is  ,a  proof  of  their  oppreflion.  .  Theyriif- 
femhle  the  provocations'  which  might  cacufe  or 
juftify  bis  rigour,  but  even  thefe  provocations  mnft 
gradually  inflame  his  refentmeat,  and  hardcto  Ins 
temper  in  the  ufe  or  the  afcufe  of  defpotifm;  Yet 
.the  chara&er  of  the  fifth.  Conftaatiae  was  bar 
.devoid  of  merit,  nor  did  his  government  always 
deferve  the  curies  or  the  wp^ropt  of  the  Greeks 
From  the  caafcffipn  of  kk  enemies,  I  ana  in- 
formed of  the  restoration,  of  an jan<tent  aqueduft, 
of  the  redemption  of  two  thoufofld  five  hundred 
captives,  of  the  unconuaoa  plenty  of  the  times* 
and  of  the  new  cokuries  with  which  be  nepeopfed 
Conftautiosple  and  the  Tkragisa  cities.:  They 
reludantly  praife  his  activity  and  courage;  he 
wa&  on  Eorfetwck  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his 
legions  3  and,  although  the  fortum  of  -his  arms 
was  various,  he  triumphed  hy  kz  and  land,  oa 
the  Euphrates  and  the  Danube,  in  civii  and  Sac~ 
barian  war.  Heretical  praife  muft  be  esft  into 
the  fcale,  .to  GOjunt^rbahncr  the  weight  of  or- 
thodox  inxe£tive.  The  koaoclafts  revered  the 
iditues  of  the  prince:  forty -years  after  iiis  death, 
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ininu^^rfviSoii  w&*  propagated  fay  fanatidCm  or  s^v*J 
fraud :  aiKtahe  Cfariftbn^iera:appeaned  on  a  mHk+ 
wiace  ft<&&  hwrniMiing  his  fenccagamft  the  pagan* 
of  Stt^ma^^cte/aUiicxLfaiiK'f  lays  the  Cath<* 
lie  faiftorian,  ^  finds  Copronymus  is  chained  with 

*  the  damons  in  the  abyfs  of  h«H#" 

Leo  the  Jbuwh,  the  Ton  of  the  fiftH  and  the  father  J*° Iv* 
of  ther.  fixth  Gonflfcntirie,  was  of  a  feeble  conffitu-  sept'i** 
don  both  of  Mind  &ad  body,  and  the  principal 
care  of  his  reign  was  the  fettkment  of  the  fuccef- 
fioiu    T&e  afforiatlon   of  the  young  Conftantine 
was  tt&ged  by-  the  officious  zeal  of  his  fubje&s ; 
and  the  emperor,  confeious  of  his  decay,  complied, 
after  a  prudent  hefk&tkm;  with  their  unanimous 
viihes.    The  royal  infant,  at  the  age  of  five  years,* 
was  crowned  with  his  mother  Irene ;  and  the  na- 
tional con&nt  was  ratified  by  every  tircumftance 
of  pomp '  and  fotemnity,  that  cotrtd  dazzle   the 
eyes,   or  bind   the    confidence,  of  the  Greeks.' 
An  oath  of  £dellty  was  admirifteted  in  the  palace, 
the  chut«h,7and  thti  Mppodrome,  to  the  feveral' 
orders  of  the  fete,  who  adjured  the  holy  names' 
of  the  fon,  and  mother,  of  God*    "  Bewitnefs,'     , 

*  O  Chiift !  thfct.  we  Witt  watch  over  the  fafety  of 
u  Coaftsndne  the  f6n  of  Leo,  expofe  our  Kvesitt 
"  his  fervice,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  per- 
u  ion  aid  pofterity."  They  pledged  &dr  faith 
on  the  rood  of  the  true  erofs,  and  the  a&of  their 
engagement  was  dtpofited.  on  fhfc  altar  of  St  So- 
phia. The  firft  to  faear,  and  the  firft  to  violate 
their  oath,  were  the  five  fans  of  Copronymus  by  a 
fecond  marriage  ;  and  the  ftc&y  of  thefe  princes 
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CxlviiF    *  fi^g***  **  *■»*•      H*  *****  °f  pAgfBe- 
niture  excluded  them  fropv  the  .throne;   the  in* 

juftioe  -of  their  elder  brother  defauded  them  of  a 
legacy  of  about  .two  millions  fterimg ;  fomc  vain 
rides  were  not  denied  a  fufficient  compenfaiibn 
fcr  wealth  and  power;  and  they  repeatedly  con- 
fpired  againft  their  nephew,  before  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  Their  firft  attempt  was  par- 
doned; for  the  fecond  offence  they  were  con- 
demned to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate:  and  for  the 
third  treafon,  Nkephorus,  the  eldeft  and  moft 
guilty,  was  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and  his  four 
brothers,  Chriftopher,  Nicetas,  Anthemeus,  and 
Eudoxas*  were  puniifad,  as  a  milder  ientence,  by 
the  amputation  of  their  tongues*  After  five  years 
confinement,  they  efcaped  to  thfe  church  of  St.  So- 
phia, and  displayed  a  pathetic  fpe&acle  to  the 
people.  "  Countrymen  and  Chriftians,"  cried 
Nkephorus  for  himfelf  and  his  mute  brethren, 
V  behold  the  fons  of  your  emperor,  if  you  can 
"  fUll  recognize  our  features  in  this  inferable 
"  ftate.  A  life,  an  imperfed  life,  is  all  that  the 
?  malice  eff  our  enemies  has  fpared*  It  is  now 
€f  threatened,  and  we  now  throw  ourfelves  on 
u  your  compaffion."  The  rifmg  murmur  might 
have  produced  a  revolution,  had  it  not  been 
checked  by  the  prefence  of  a  minifter,  who 
foothed  the  unhappy  princes  with  Battery  and 
hope,  and  gently  drew  them  from  the  fan&uaiy 
to  the  palace.  They  were  fpeedity  embarked  for 
Greece,  and  Athens  was  allotted  for  die  place  of 
dieir  exile.  In  this  calm  retreat,  and  in  their 
kelple&   conditio^  Nicephonig  .and  his  brothers 

were 
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tormented  by r  the  thirft  of  power,  and  temEptfcd  CHi?, 
by  -a  Sciavofcian  jcbief,  who  offered  to  break  thdr  Ji^w 
prifcm,  and  to.  lead  them  in  arms,  and  in  th* 
purple,  to  the  gates  of Constantinople-  But  the 
Athenian  people,  ever  zealou&in  the  caufe  of  Irene* 
prev#rtfld£er  juftice  or  cruelty  ;  and  the  five  Jbns 
of  Qppropxmus  were  plunged  ia  sternal  darkneft 
and  oblivion* 

For  himfelf,  that  emperor  had  chafe*. a  Bar?  Conftan- 
barian   wife,   the  daughter  of    the  khan  of  the  andiTewe 
Chozars :   but  in  the  marriage  of  his  heir,   he  A  D.  7S0, 
preferred  an  Athenian  virgin,  an  orphan,  feven*    cp" 
teen  years   old,    whofe  fole  fortune  mult  have 
confifted  in  her  perfoiial  accomplishments.    The 
nuptials  of  Leo  and  Irene  were,  celebrated  with 
royal  pomp;  vflie  foon  acquired  the  love  and  con* 
fidence  ef^a  feeble  hufband,  and  in  his  teftament 
he,  declared  the  emprefs,  guardian  of  the  Roman 
worbi,  -aijd    of   their  fonConitantuxe   the  fixth* 
who  was  no.more  than  ten  years  of  age.     During 
hi^  cjiild^ood,  Irene  moft.ably  and  affiduoufly  dif- 
charged*  in  her  public  ^dminiilration,  the  duties 
of  a  faithful  mother;  and  he*  zeal  in  the  reftora-, 
tion  of  images  has  deferyed  the  name  and  honours 
of  a  faint,   which  ihe  ftill  occupies  in  the  Greek 
calendar.     But  the  emperor,  attained  the  maturity 
of  youth;  the  maternal  yoke; became. more -griev*- 
ous;    and    he    liftened   p  the  favourites  of  hip 
owe  ^ge,  who  ibared  his  pleasures,' and  were  am- 
bitious of  fharing  his  power.    Their  reafons  con- 
vinced him  of  his  right*  their  praifips.of  his  ability* 
to  reign;  and  he  confuted  to  rjyrafd  th$  ferviic& 
of  Irene  by  a  perpetwii.hpnifhmwi  to  tbeifle  of 

Sicily- 
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CHAP.   Sicily.     But  her  vigilance  and  penetfatian  eaffilf 
difconcef  ted  their  rafli  projeds :  a  fimilar,  or  morg 
fevere,  punifhment  was  retaliated  On  themfelveS 
and  their  advifers  $  and  Irene  inflj&ed  on  the  un- 
grateful prince  the  chftitifement  of  a  boy.    After 
this  cooteft,  the  mother  and  the  foil  were  at  the 
head  of  two  domeftic  factions;    and,  inftead  of 
mild  influence  and  voluntary  obedience,  /he  held 
in  chains  a  captive  and  an  enemy.    The  emprefs 
was  overthrown  by  the  abufe  of  viftory ;  the  oatK 
of  fidelity  which  fhe  exacted  to  herfelf  alone,  was 
pronounced  with  reluftant  murmurs  ;  and  the  bold 
refufal  of  the  Armenian  guards  encouraged  a  free 
and  general  declaration,  that  Coitftantine  the  fixth 
was  the  lawful  emperor  of  the  Romans.    In  this 
chara&er  he  afcended  his  hereditary  throne,  and 
difmifled  Irene  to  a  life  of   folitude  and  repofe. 
But  her  haughty  fpirit  condefcended  to  the  arts  of 
diffimulatipn :  fhe  flattered  the    bifhops  and  en- 
nuchs,  revived  the  filial  tendernefs  of  the  prince, 
regained    his    confidence,  and  betrayed    his  cre- 
dulity.    The  chara&er  of  Conftantine  was   not 
deftitute  of  fenfe  or  fpirit;  but  his  education  had 
been  ftudioufly  neglefted ;  and  his  ambitious  mo- 
ther expofed  to  the  public  cenfure  the  vices  which 
(he  had  nourifhed,  and  the  a&ions  which  fhe  had 
fecretly  advifed :  his  divorce  and  fecond  marriage 
offended  the  prejudices  of  the  clergy,  and  by  his 
imprudent  rigour  he  forfeited  the  attachrrient  of 
the   Armenian  guards.      A   powerful  confpiracy 
was  formed  for  the  reftoration  of  Irene ;  and  the 
fecret,  though  widely  difFtifed,  was  faithfully  kept 
above  eight  months,   till  the  emperor,  fufpicious 

of 
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of.  feis  danger,  efcaped  from  Conftantinople,  with   %VYuF 
the    defigu    of  appealing   to    the  provinces    and 
armies.      By  this   hafty  flight,    the  emprefs   was 
left  on  the  brink  of  tfie* precipice  ;  yet  before  (he 
implored  the  mercy  of 'lier  fon,'  Irene  addrefled  a 
private  emftle  to  the  friends  whom  fhe  had  placed 
about  his  p^rfon,  witfi  a  menace,  that  unlefs  thef 
accomplished,  JIpe    would'*  reveal,   their    treafon*-" 
Their  fearyendereci  rtiem'  intrepid ;    they  feizetf 
the   emperor  on  the  Afiatic    fhorei,   and '  he  " wsrt 
tranfported  to  th£  porphyry  apartment  of  fte  pa-# 
lace,  where  *he  hkd  firft  fecn  the  light.-    In  the7 
mind  of  Irene,   ambition  had   ffifled  every  fentl-i 
ment'of  humanity  and  nature  ;  ahdit  was  decreed- 
in  her  bloody  council,  that  Conftantme  fhould  be* 
rendered  incapable  of  the 'throne:  her  emiflafietf 
aiTauked  the  fleeping  prince,    ahd   flatbed  thefr 
daggers  with  fuch  violence -arid' predpitiarion  into 
his  eyes,  as  if  they  meant  to   execute  a  mortal 
fentence.     An  ambiguous  paflage  of  Theophanes 
peifuaded  the  annalilt  of  the  church  that  death 
was  the  immediate  confequence  of  this  barbarous 
execution.     The  Catholics  have  been  deceived  or 
fubdued  by  the  authority  of  Baronius ;  and  pro* 
teftant  zeal  has  re-echoed  the  words  of  a  cardinal, 
deiirous,    as  it  (hould  feem,   to    favour  the  pa* 
troneft  of  images.      Yet  the  blind  fon  of  Irene 
furvived  many  years,  oppreffed  by  the  court  and 
forgotten  by  the  world :  the  Ifaurian  dynafty  was 
filendy  extinguifhed ;    and  the  memory  of  Con- 
ftantine  was  recalled  only  by  the  nuptials  of  his 
daughter  Euphrofyne  with  the   emperor  Michael 
the  fecond. 
Vol.  IX.  D  The 
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chap.       The  mod  bigoted  orthodoxy  has  juftly  exe- 
v^v-O  crated  the  unnatural  mother,  who  may  not  eafily  . 
^CJ5»        be  paralleled  in  the  hiftory  of  crimes.     To  her 
Augufti/.  bloody  deed,  fuperftition  has  attributed  a  fubfe- 
quent  darknefs  of  feventeen  days ;  during  which 
many  veffels  in  mid-day  were  driven  from  their 
courfe,  as  if  the  fun,  a  globe  of  fire  fo  vaft  and  fo 
remote,  could  fympathife  with  the  atoms  of  a  re- 
volving planet.     On  earth,  the  crime  of  Irene  was 
left  five  years  unpuni/hed ;  her  reign  was  crowned 
with  external  fplendour ;  and  if  fhe  could  filence 
the  voice  of  confeience,  fhe  neither  heard  nor  re- 
garded the  reproaches  of  mankind.     The  Roman 
world  bowed  to  the  government  of  a  female  j  and 
as  fhe  moved  through  the  ftreets  of  Cpnftanti- 
nople,  the  reins  of  four  milk-white  fteeds  were 
held  by  as  many  patricians,  who  marched  on  foot 
before  the  golden  chariot  of  their  queen.     But 
thefe  patricians  were  for  the  mod  part  eunuchs  ; 
and  their  black  ingratitude  juftified,    on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  popular  hatred  and  contempt.     Raifed, 
enriched,  entrufted  with  the  firft  dignities  of  the 
empire,   they  bafely  confpired  againft  their  bene- 
fa&refs :   the  great  treafurer  Nicephorus  was    fe- 
cretly  jnvefled  with  the  purple  ;  her  fucceffor  was 
introduced  into  the  palace,    and  crowned  at  St. 
Sophia  by  the  venal  patriarch.     In  their  firft  in- 
terview, fhe  recapitulated  with  dignity  the  revolu- 
tions of  her  life,  gently  accufed  the  perfidy  of 
Nicephorus,  infmuated  that  he  owed  his  life  to 
her  unfufpicious  clemency,   and,    for  the  throne 
and  treafures  which  ihe  refigned,  folicited  a  decent 

and 
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and  honourable  retreat.     His  avarice  refufed  this  chap. 
modeft  compenfation ;  and,  in  her  exile  of  the  Hie    XLVI,T- 
of  Leibos,  the  empref*  earned  a  fcanty  fubfiftence 
by  the  labours  of  her  diftaff. 

Many  tyrants   h,ave  reigned  undoubtedly  more  Nicepho- 
criminal  than  Nicephorus,  but  none  perhaps  have  ™8^  %0% 
more  deeply  incurred  the  univerfal  abhorrence  of  oaobcr 
their  people.     His  chara&er  was  ftained  with  the  3I* 
three  odious  vices  of  hypocrify,  ingratitude,  and 
avarice :  his  want  of  virtue  was  not  redeemed  by 
any  fuperiar  talents,  nor  his  want  of  talents,  by  any 
pleafing  qualifications.     Unfkilful  and  unfortunate 
in  war,  Nicephorus  was  vanquished  by  the  Sara- 
cens, and  flain  by  the  Bulgarians  ;  and  the  advan- 
tage of  his  death  overbalanced,  in  the  public  opi- 
nion, the  deftrudion  of  a  Roman  army.     His  fon  staura- 
and  heir  Stauracius  efcaped  from  the  field  with  a  ™ull  9 

A-  U«  of f f 

mortal  wound :  yet  fix  months  of  an  expiring  life  July  25. 
were  fufficient  to  refute  his  indecent,  though  po- 
pular declaration,  that  he  would  in  all  things  avoid 
the  example  of  his  father.     On  the  near  profpett 
of  his  deceafe,  Michael,  the  great  mafter  of  the 
palace,  and  the  hufband  of  his  fitter  Procopia,  was 
named  by  every  perfon  of  the  palace   and  city, 
except  by  his  envious  brother.      Tenacious  of  a 
fceptre  now  falling  from  his  hand,  he  confpired 
againft  the  life  of  his  fucceffor,  and  cheriihed  the 
idea  of  changing  to  a  democracy  the  Roman  em- 
pire.    But  thefe  fafh  proje&s  ferved  only  to  in- 
flame the  zeal  of  the  people  and  to  remove  the 
fcruples  of  the  candidate :    Michael   the  ftrft    ac* 
cepted  the  purple,   and  before  he  funk  into  the 
D  a  grave, 
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grave,  the  fon  of  Nicephorus  implored  the  clemency 
of  his  new  fovereign.     Had  Michael  in  an  age  of 
i^angabc'  Peace  afcen(kd  an  hereditary  throne,  he  might  have 
A.D.gn,  reigned  and  died  the  father  of  his  people:  but  his 
•  mild  virtues  were  adapted  to  the  (hade  of  private 

Kfe,  nor  was  he  capable  of  controlling  the  ambition 
of  his  equals,  or  of  refilling  the  arms  of  the  victo- 
rious Bulgarians.     While  his  want  of  ability  and 
fuccefs  expofed  him  to  the  contempt  of  the  fol* 
diers,   the  mafculine  fpirit   of  his  wife  Procopia 
awakened  their  indignation.     Even  the  Greeks  of 
the  ninth  century  were  provoked  by  the  infolence 
of  a  female,  who,  in  the  front  of  the  ftandards, 
prefumed    to   direft   their  difcipline  and  animate 
their  valour  ;  and  their  licentious  clamours  advifed 
the  new  Semiramis  to  reverence  the  majefty  of  a 
Roman  camp.    After  an  unfuccefsful  campaign,  the 
emperor  left,  in  their  winter-quarters  of  Thrace,   a 
difaffetted  army  under  the  command  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  and    their  artful  eloquence   perfuaded   the 
foldiers  to  break  the  dominion  of  the  eunuchs,  to 
degrade  the  hufband  of  Procopia,  and  to  aflert  the 
right  of  a  military  election.    They  marched  to- 
wards the  capital:  yefrthe  clergy,  the  fenate,  and 
the  people  of  Conftantinople,  adhered  to  the  caufe 
of  Michael ;  and  the  troops  and  treafures  of  Alia 
might  have  protrafted  the  mifchiefs  of  civil  war. 
But  his  humanity  (by  the  ambitious,  it  will    be 
termed  his  weaknefs)  protefted,  that  not  a  drop 
of  Chriftian  blood  (hould  be  fhed  in  his  quarrel^ 
and  his  meffengers  prefented  the  conquerors  wifci^ 
the  keys  of  the  city  and*  the  palace.    They  wer^ 

difannefd 
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di&rmed  by  his  innocence  and  fubmiffion ;  his  life  ^wif' 
and  his  eyes  were  fpared ;  and  the  Imperial  monk  LryV 
enjoyed  the  comforts  of  folitude  and  religion  above 
thirty-two  years  after  he  had  been  ftripped  of  the 
purple  and  feparated  from  his  wife. 

A  rebel,  in  the  time  of  Nicephorus,  the  famous  LeoV.thc 
and  unfortunate  Bardanes,  had  once  the  curiofity  nja™c" 
to  confult  an  Afiatic  prophet,  who,  after  pro-  a  D.813, 
gnofticating  his  fall,  announced  the  fortunes  of  his 
three  principal  officers,  Leo  the  Armenian, 
Michael  the  Phrygian,  ind  Thomas  the  Cappa- 
docian,  the  fucceffive  reigns  of  the  two  former, 
the  fruklefs  and  fatal  enterprife  of  the  third.  This 
prediction  was  verified,  or  rather  was  produced, 
by  the  event.  Ten  years  afterwards,  when  the 
Thraoan  camp  rejected  the  hufband  of  Procopia, 
the  crown  was  prefented  to  the  fame  Leo,  the  firft 
in  military  rank  and  the  fecret  author  of  the  mutiny. 
As  he  affe&ed  to  hefitate,  "  With  this  fword," 
iaid  his  campanion  Mkh^el^  "  I  will  open  the 
"  gates  of  Conftantinople  to  your  Iipperial  fway ; 
"  or.inftantly  plunge  it  into  your  bofom,  if  you 
"  ohftinately  refift  the  juil  defires  of  your  fellow- 
"  fiddlers."  The  compliance  of  the  Armenian 
was  reward^  with  the  empire,  and  he  reigned 
feven  years  and  an  half  under  the  name  of  Leo 
the  fifth.  Educated  in*  a  camp,  and  igngrant  botlr 
of  laws  and  letters,  he  introduced  into  his  civil 
government  the  rigour  and  even  cruelty  of  military 
difcipline ;  but  if  his  feverity  was  fometimes  dan- 
gerous to  the  innocent,  it  was  always  formidable 
to  the  guilty.  His  religious  inconftancy  was  taxed 
D3  by 
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chap,  by  the  epithet  of  Chameleon,  but  the  Catholics 
have   acknowledged   by  the  voice  of  a  faint  and 
confeflbrs,  that  the  life  of  the  Iconoclaft  was  ufe- 
ful  to  the  republic.     The  zeal  of  his  companion 
Michael   was   repaid    with    riches,    honours,    and 
military   command ;    and   his   fubordinate  talents 
were  beneficially  empFoyed  in  the  public  fervice. 
Yet  the  Phrygian  was  diffatisfied  "at  receiving  as  a 
favour  a  fcanty  portion  of  the  Imperial  prize  which 
he  had  bellowed  on  his  equsll ;  and  his  difcontent, 
which  fometimes  evaporated  in  a  hafty  difcourfe,  at 
length  aflumed  a  more  threatening  and  hoftile  afpeft 
againfl:  a  prince  whom  he  reprefented  as  a  cruel 
tyrant.     That  tyrant,  however,  repeatedly  detefted, 
warned,  and  difmified  the  old  companion  of  his 
arms,  till  fear  and  refentment  prevailed  over  gra- 
titude ;  and  Michael,  after  a  fcrutiny  into  his  aftions 
and  defigns,  was  convifted  of  treafon,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  alive  in  the  furnace  of  the  private 
baths.      The    devout    humanity;4  of  the    emprefs 
Theophano  was  fatal  to  her  hufband  and  family. 
A  folemn  day,  the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  had 
been  fixed  for  the  execution :  flie  urged,  that  the 
anniverfary  of  the  Saviour's  biith  would  be  pro- 
faned by  this  inhuman  fpe&acle,  and  Leo  confentcd 
with  relu&ance  to  a  decent  refpite.     But  on  the 
vigil  of  the  feaft,  his  fleeplefs  anxiety  prompted 
him  to  vifit  at  the  dead  of  night  the  chamber  ixx 
which  his  enemy  was  confined :  he  beheld  him  re- 
leafed  from  his  chain,  and  ftretched  on  his  gaoler*  3 
bed  in  a  profound  flumber :  Leo  was  alarmed   at 
thefe  figns  of  fecurity  and  intelligence ;  but,  though* 

ho 
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he  retired  with  fiieat  fteps,  his  entrance  and  de-  (3c?v4np' 
parture  were  noticed  by  a  Have  who  lay  concealed 
in  a  corner  of  the  prifon.  Under  the  pretence  of 
requefting  the  fpiritual  aid  of  a  confeflbr,  Michael 
informed  the  confpirators,  that  their  Jives  depended 
on  his  difcretion,  and  that  a  few  hours  were  left 
to  allure  their  own  fafety,  by  the  deliverance  of 
their  friend  and  country.  On  the  great  feftivals, 
a  chofen  band  of  priefts  and  chanters  was  admitted 
into  the  palace  by  a  private  gate  to  fing  matins  in 
the  chapel ;  ^nd  Leo,  who  regulated  with  the  fame 
iirictnefs  the  difcipline  of  the  choir  and  of  the 
camp,  was  feldom  abfent  from  thofe  early  devo- 
tions. Id  the  ecclefiaftical  habit,  but  with  fwords 
under  their  robes,  the  confpirators  mingled  with 
the  proceflion,  lurked  in  the  angles  of  the  chapel, 
and  expe&ed,  as  the  fignal  of  murder,  the  intona- 
tion of  the  firft  pfalm  by  the  emperor  himfelf.  The 
imperfeft  light,  and  the  uniformity  of  drefs,  might 
have  favoured  his  efcape,  while  their  aflault  was 
pointed  againft  an  harmlefs  prieft  j  but  they  foon 
difcovered  their  mi/lake,  and  encompaffed  on  all 
fides  the  royal  vi&im.  Withoyt  a  weapon  and 
without  a  friend,  he  grafped  a  weighty  crofs,  and 
flood  at  bay  againft  the  hunters  of  his  life  j  but  as 
heafked  for  mercy,  "  This  is  the  hour,  not  of 
"  mercy,  but  of  vengea&ce,"  was  the  inexorable 
reply.  The  ftroke  of  a  welLaimed  fword  fepa- 
rated  from  his  body  the  right  arm  and  the  crofs, 
and  Leo  the  Armenian  was  flain  at  the  foot,  of  the 
altar. 

D  4  A  memo* 
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c  HA  P.  A  memorable  reverie  of  fortune  was  difplayed 
v.^v-^  in  Michael  the  fecond,  Who,  from  a  defeift  in  his 
Michael  il  fpeech.  was  furnamed  the  Stammerer.     He  way 

the  Stam-      r  ,  ,r  - 

merer,       inatched  from  the  fiery  furnace  to  the  fovereignty 
DeS'ai.0'  ^^  empire;  and  as  in  the  tumult  a  fmith  could 
not  readily  bte  found,  the  fetters  remained  on  his 
legs  feveral  hours  after  he  was  featdd*on  the  throne 
of  the  Caefars.     The  Yoyal  blood  which  had  been 
the  price  of  his  elevation,  was  unprofitably  fpent ; 
in  the  purple  he  retained  the  ignoble  vices  of  his 
origin;    and  Michael  loft   his  provinces  with  as 
fupine  indifference  as  if 'they  had  been  the  inhe- 
ritance- of  his  fathers.     His  title  was  difputed  by 
Thomas,  the  laft  of  the  military  triumvirate-  who 
tranfported  into  Europe  fourfcore  thoufend  Barba- 
rians from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  end  the  (hores 
of  the  Cafpian.     He  formed  the  fiege  of  Conftan- 
tinople ;  but  the  capital  was  defended  with  tyiritual 
and  carnal  Sveapohs ;  a  Bulgarian  king  afiaulted  the 
camp  of  the  Orientals,  and  Thomas  had  the  mi£ 
fortune,  or  the  weafcnefs,  to  fell  alive  into  the  power 
of  the  conqueror.     The  hands  and  feet  of  the  rebel 
were  amputated;  he  was  -placed  on  an  afs,  and, 
arriidft  the  fnfults  of  "the  people,  was  led  through 
the  ftreets,  which  he   fprmlded  with   his  blood. 
The  depravation  of  manners,   as  favage  as  they 
were  corrupt,  is  marked  by  the  ptefence  of  the 
emperor  himfclf.     Deaf  to  the  lamentations  of  a 
Telldw-foldier,  he  inceffantly  preffed  the  difcovery 
of  more  accomplices,  till  his  curiofity  was  checked 
\>y  jhe  queftioji  of  an  honeft  or  guilty  minifter ; 

«  WouW 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  :  4*. 

«  Wodd  you  give  credit  to  an  enemy,  againft  c i  H ^A  P. 

«  the  ifloft  Aithfatof  ytmr  friends?"    After  the  5*2i 

death  of  his  firft  wife,  the  empires,  :at  the  requefl 

of  the  fenate*  drev  from,  her  moaaftery  Euphrofy  ne, 

the  daughter  of  GwABOtine  therfijfth.    Her  auguft 

birth,  might  juftify  a  ftiputation  in  the  marriage- 

contrad,  that  her  children  fhould  equally  (h^re  the 

empire  with  their  ekkr  brother.    But  the  nuptials 

cf  Michael  and  Euphrofyne  were  barren ;  and  Jhe 

vu  consent  with  the  title  of  another  of  Theophilus, 

his  fan  and  fucedfcr. 

The  chara&er  of  Theophikis  is  a  rare  example  Theophi- 
in  which  religious  seal  has  allowed,  and  perhaps  A*b.  Sio, 
magnified,  the  virtue*  of  an  heretic  and  a  perfe-  oaobcrj. 
cator.  His  valour  was  often  felt  by  the  enemies, 
and  his  juftite  by  the  fiibje&s,  of  the  monarchy j 
but  the  valour  of  .Theophilus  was  raih  and  fruitlefs, 
and  his  juftice  arbitrary  and  .cruel.  He  difplayed 
the  banner  of  {be  cceft  againlt  th$  Saracens  j  but 
his  fire  expeditions  were  concluded  by  a  fignaj 
overthrow  j  An^oriun^  the  native  city  of  his  an*- 
cdor$j  was«tareiled  with  tbq  ground,  and  from  hip 
military  toils,  he  derived,  vonIy  the  fufiwne  of  thp 
Unfortunate. .  The  wifdogi  of  a  ibvereign  is  con>- 
prifed  in  the  inftitotion  of  laws  spA  the  choice  of 
raagiflxates,  and  while  he  feems  without  attion,  his 
chril  government  revolvps  round .  his.  centre  with 
the  fiknee  and  order  of  the;  planetary  fyjiem.  But 
the  juftice  of  Theophilus  vips  fafhioned  on  the 
model  of  the  Oriental  defpots,  who,  in  perfonal 
and  irregular  a<3ts  of  authority,  confult  the  rcafon 
or  paffion  of  the  moipent,  without  meafuring  the 

ftntencc 
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chap,   fentence  by  the  law  or  the  penalty  by  the  offence, 
A  poor  woman  threw  herfelf  at  the  emperor's  feet 
to  complain  of  a  powerful  neighbour,  the  brother 
of  the  emprefs,  who  had  raifed  his  palace-wall  to 
fuch  an  inconvenient  height,  that  her  humble  dwell- 
ing was  excluded  from  light  and  air!    On  the 
proof  of  the  fad,  inftead  of  granting,  like  an  ordi- 
nary judge,  fufficient   or  ample  damages  to  the 
plaintiff  the  fovereign  adjudged  to  her  ufe   and 
benefit  the  palace  and  the  ground.  •    Nor  was  Theo- 
philus  content  with  this  extravagant'  fetisfaftion : 
his  zeal  converted  a  civil  trefpafe  into  a  criminal 
a&';  and  the  unfortunate  patrician  was  dripped  and 
fcourged  in  the  public   place  of  Conftantinopie. 
For  fome  venial  offences,  fome  defed  of  equity  or 
vigilance,   the  principal   minifters,    a  preefed,    a 
quaeftor,   a  captain  of  the  guards,  were  bamftied 
or  mutilated,   or  fcalded  with   boiling   pitch,    or 
burnt  alive  in  the  hippodrome ;  and  as  thefe  dread- 
ful examples  might  be  the  efte&s  of  error  or  ca- 
price, they  muft  have  alienated  from  his  fervice 
the  beft  and  wifeft  of  the  citizens.     But  the  pride 
of  the  monarch   was  flattered  in  the  exercife  of 
power,  or,  as  he  thought,  of  virtue ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, fate  in  their  obfeurity,  applauded  the  danger 
and  debafement  of  their  fuperiors.     This  extraor- 
dinary rigour  was  juftified,  in  fome  meafure,  by  its 
fakitary  confequences ;    fince,  after  a  fcrutiny  of 
feventeen  days,  not  a  complaint  or  abufe  could  be 
found  in  the  court  or  city  :  and  it  might  be  alleged 
that  the  Greeks  could  be  ruled  only  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  that  the  public  intcreft  is  the  motive  and 

7  law 
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law  of  the  fupreme  judge.     Yet  in  the  crime,  or  ^£v*  *• 
the  fufpicion,  of  treafon,  that  judge  is  of  all  others 
the  moft  credulous  and  partial.     Theophilus  might 
inflid  a  tardy  vengeance  on  the  aflkflins  of  Leo 
and  the  faviour*  of  his  father ;  but  he'enjoyed"  the 
fruits  of  their  crime  ;  and  his  jealous  tyranny  facri- 
ficed  a  brother  and  a  prince  to  the  fiiture  fafety  of 
his  life.     A  Ferfian  of  the  race  of  the  Saffanides 
died  in  poverty  and  exile  at  Conftantinople,  leaving 
an  only  fon,  the  iffue  of  a  plebeian  marriage.     At 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  royal  birth  of  Theo- 
phobus  was  revealed,  and  his  merit  was  not  un- 
worthy of  his  birth.     He  was  educated  in  the  By- 
zantine palace,  a  Chriftian  and  a  foldier ;  advanced 
with  rapid  fteps  in  the  career  of  fortune  and  glory ; 
received  the  hand  of  the  emperor's  fitter ;  and  was 
promoted    to   the  command   of  thirty    thoufand 
Perfians,  who,  like  his  father,  had  fled  from  the 
Mahometan   conquerors.      TTiefe   troops,    doubly 
infe&ed  with  mercenary  and  fanatic  vices,  were  de- 
firous  of  revolting  againft  their  benefa&or,    and 
erefiing  the  ftandard  of  their  native   king :    but 
the  loyal  Theophobus  rejefted  their  offers,  difcon- 
certed  their  fchemes,  and  efcaped  from  their  hand* 
to  the  camp  or  palace  of  his  royal  brother.     A 
generous  confidence  might  have  fecured  a  faithful 
and  able  guardian  for  his  wife  and  his  infant  fon, 
to  whom  Theophilus,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  inheritance  of  the  empire* 
But  his  jealoufy  was  exafperated  by  envy  and  dif- 
eafe :  he  feared  the  dangerous  virtues  which  might 
either  fupport  or  opprefs  their  infancy  and  weak- 
nefs ;  and  the  dying  emperor  demanded  the  head 

of 
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chap,  of  die  Perfian  prince.  With  favage  delight,  he 
1  '  recdgnifed  die  familiar  features  of  his  brother: 
"  Thou  art  no  longer  Theophobus,"  he  faid ; 
and  finking  on  his  couch,  he  added,  with  a 
faultering  voice,  "  Soon,  too  foon,  I  ihall  be  no 
"  moreTheophilus!" 

The  Ruffians,  who  have  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks  the  greateft  part  of  their  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  policy,  preferved,  till  the  laft  century,  a 
fingular  inftitution  in  the  marriage  of  the  Czar, 
They  colle&ed,  not  the  virgins  of  every  rank  and 
of  every  province,  a  vain  and  romantic  idea,  but 
the  daughters  of  the  principal  nobles,  who  awaited 
in  the. palace  the  choice  of  their  fovereign.  It  is 
affirmed,  that  a  fimilar  method  was  adopted  in  the 
nuptials  of  Theophilus.  With  a  golden  apple  in 
his  hand,  he  flowly  walked  between  two  lines  of 
contending  beauties :  his  eye  was  detained  by  the 
charms  of  Icafia,  and,  in  the  awkwardnefs  of  a  firft 
declaration,  the  prince  could  only  obferve,  that,  in 
this  world,  women  had  been  the  caufe  of  much 
evil :  u  And  furely,  fir,"  flie  pertly  replied,  "  they 
**  have  likewife  been  the  occasion  of  much  good/* 
This  affefration  of  unfeafonable  wit  difpleafed  the 
Imperial  lovet1:  he  turned  afide  in  difguft;  Icafia 
concealed  her  mortification  in  a  convent ;  and  the 
modeft  filence  of  Theodora  was  rewarded  with  the 
golden  apple9  She  deferved  the  love,  but  did  not 
efcape  the  feverity,  of  her  lord.  From  the  palace 
garden  he  beheld  a  veflel  deeply  laden,  and  (leering 
into  the  port :  on  the  difcovery  that  the  precious 
cargo  of  Syrian  luxury  was  the  property  ef  his  wife, 
he  condemned  the  ihip  to  the  flames,  with  a  fharp 
9  reproach, 
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reproach,  that  her  avarice  had  degraded  the  cha-  c  HA  p. 
rafter  of  an  emprefs  into  that  of  a  merchant     Yet  v^v-O 
his  lad  choice  entrufted  her  with  the  guardianship  Michael 
of  the  empire  and  her  fon  Michael,  who  waa  left  A.  b.  Uu 
an  orphan  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age.     The  refto-  j™uary 
radon  of  images,  and  the  final  extirpation  of  the 
Iconoclafts,  has  endeared  her  name  to  the  devotion 
of  the  Greeks  j  but  in  the  fervour  of  religious  zeal, 
Theodora  entertained  a  grateful   regard   for  the 
memory  and  ialvation   of  her   huiband.      After 
thirteen  years  of  a  prudent  and  frugal  adminiftra- 
tion,  (he  perceived  the  decline  of  her  influence; 
but  the  fecond  Irene  imitated  only  the  virtues  of 
her  predeceflbr.    Inftead  of  confpiring  againft  the 
life  or  government  of  her  fon,  fhe  retired,  with* 
out  a  ftruggle,  though  not  without  a  murmur,  to 
the  fblitude  of  private  life,  deploring  the  ingrati- 
tude, the  vices,   and  the  inevitable  ruin,  of  the 
worthlefs  youth. 

Among  the  fucceflbrs  of  Nero  and  Elagabalus, 
we  have  not  hitherto  found  the  imitation  of  their 
vices,  the  character  of  a  Roman  prince  who  con- 
fidered  pleafure  as  the  objed  of  life,  and  .virtue  as 
the  enemy  of  pleafure.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  maternal  care  of  Theodora  in  the  educa- 
tion of  Michael  the  third,  her  unfortunate  fop  was 
a  king  before  he  was  a  man.  If  the  ambitious 
mother  laboured  to  check  the  progrefs  of  reafon, 
(he  could  not  cool  the  ebullition  of  paffion ;  and 
her  felfifh  policy  was  juftly  repaid  by  the  "contempt 
and  ingratitude  of  the  headftrong  youth.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  reje&ed  her  authority,  without 

feeling 
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c  HA  P.  feeling  his  own  incapacity  to  govern  the  empire  and 
himfelf.  With  Theodora,  all  gravity  and  wifdom 
retired  from  the  court ;  their  place  was  fupplied  by 
the  alternate  dominion  of  vice  and  folly  j  and  it 
was  impoflible,  without  forfeiting  the  public  efteem, 
to  acquire  or  preferve  the  favour  of  the  emperor. 
The  millions  of  gold  and  filver  which  had  been 
accumulated  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  were  lavifli- 
ed  on  the  vileft  of  men,  who  flattered  his  paffions 
and  ihared  his  pleafures  ;  and  in  a  reign  of  thirteen 
years,  the  richeft  of  fovereigns  was  compelled  to 
ftrip  the  palace  and  the  churches  of  their  pre- 
cious furniture.  Like  Nero,  he  delighted  in  the 
amufements  of  the  theatre,  and  fighed  to  be  fur- 
paired  in  the  accomplishments  in  whicjh  he  fliould 
have  blufhed  to  excel.  Yet  the  ftudies  of  Nero 
in  mufic  and  poetry,  betrayed  fome  fymptoms  of 
a  liberal  tafte  ;  the  more  ignoble  arts  of  the  fon  of 
Theophilus  were  confined  to  the  chariot-race  of 
the  hippodrome.  The  four  factions  which  had 
agitated  the  peace,  ftill  amufed  the  idlenefs,  of  the 
capital :  for  himfelf,  the  emperor  aflumed  the  blue 
livery  ;  the  three  rival  colours  were  diftributed  to 
his  favourites,  and  in  the  vile  though  eager  con- 
tention he  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  and  the 
Safety  of  his  dominions.  He  filenced  the  meffenger 
of  an  invafion,  who  prefumed  to  divert  his  attention 
in  the  moft  critical  moment  of  the  race ;  and  by 
his  command,  the  importunate  beacons  were  ex- 
tinguished, that  too  frequently  fpread  the  alarm 
from  Taxfus  to  Constantinople.  The  moft  fkiiful 
charioteers  obtained  the  firft  place  in  his  confidence 

,     and 
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and  efteem ;  their  merit  was  profufely  rewarded  ;   chap. 

•  XI  vin 

the  emperor  feafted  in  their  houfes,  and  prefented 

their  children  at  the  baptifmal  font ;  and  while  he 
applauded  his  own  popularity,  he  affe&ed  to  blame 
the  cold  and  ftately  referve  of  his  predeceflbrs. 
The  unnatural  lufts  which  had  degraded  even  the 
manhood  of  Nero,  were  banifhed  from  the  world  ; 
yet  the  ftrength  of  Michael  was  confumed  by  the 
indulgence  of  love  and  intemperance.  In  his  mid- 
night revels,  when  his  pallions  were  inflamed  by 
wine,  he  was  provoked  to  iffue  the  mod  fanguinary 
commands  ;  and  if  any  feelings  of  humanity  were 
left,  he  was  reduced,  with  the  return  of  fenfe,  to 
approve  the  falutary  difobedience  of  his  fervants. 
But  the  moft  extraordinary  feature  in  the  chara&er 
of  Michael,  is  the  profane  mockery  of  the  religion 
of  his  country.  The  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks 
might  indeed  excite  the  fmile  of  a  philofopher : 
but  his  fmile  would  have  been  rational  and  tem- 
perate, and  he  muft  have  condemned  the  ignorant 
folly  of  a  youth  who  infulted  the  objefts  of  public 
veneration.  A  buffoon  of  the  court  was  inverted 
in  the  robes  of  the  patriarch ;  his  twelve  metropo- 
litans, among  whom  the  emperor  was  ranked, 
affumed  their  ecclefiaftical  garments  :  they  ufed  or 
abufed  the  facred  veffels  of  the  altar  ;  and  in  their 
bacchanalian  feafts,  the  holy  communion  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  a  naufeous  compound  of  vinegar  and 
muftard.  Nor  were  thefe  impious  fpeftacles  con- 
cealed from  the  eyes  of  the  city.  On  the  day  of 
a  folemn  feftival,  the  emperor,  with  his  bifhops  or 
buffoons,  rode  on  affes  through  the  ftreets,  en- 
countered 
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c  h  A  p.  countered  the  true  patriarch,  at.  the  head  of  his 
v^^v^O  clergy  j  and  by  their  licentious  flouts  apd  obfcene 
geftures,  difordered  the  gravity  of  the  Chjiftian 
proceffion.  The  devotion  of  Michael ,  appeared 
only  in  fome  offence  to  jreafon  or  piety  :  he  received 
his  theatrical  crowns  from  the  ftatup  of  the  Virgin  ; 
and  an  Imperial  tomb  was  violated  for  the  f^ke  of 
burning  the  bones .  of  Gonftantine  the  Jconpclaft. 
By  this  extravagant  condud,  the  fon  of  Theophilus 
became  as  contemptible  as  he  was  odious.;  syery 
citizen  was  impatient  for  the  deliverance  of  his 
country  j  and  even  the  favourites  of  the  moment 
were  apprehenfive  that  a  caprice  might  fnatch  away 
what  a  caprice  had  beftowed.  In  the  thirtieth  year 
pf  his  age,  and  in  the  hour  of  intoxication  and  fleep, 
Michael  the  third  was  murdered  in  his  chamber 
by  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty,  whom  the  em- 
peror had  raifed  to  an  equality  of  rank  and  power. 
Bafiii.thc  The  genealogy  of  Bafil  the  Macedonian  (if  it 
Macedo-  fce  not  the  fpurious %  offspring  of  pride  and  flattery) 
A.D.  867,  exhibits  a  genuine  pi&ure  of  the  revolution  of  the 
pt"  *4*  moft  illuftrious  families.  The  Arfacides,  the  rivals 
of  Rome,  poffeffed  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft  near  four 
hundred  years  :  a  younger  branch  of  thefe  Parthian 
kings  continued  to  reign  in  Armenia}  and  their 
.royal  descendants  furvivqd  the  partition  and  Servi- 
tude of  that  ancient  monarchy.  Two  of  thefe, 
•Artabanus  and  Chlienes,  efcaped  or  retired  to  the 
court  of  Leo  the  firft  :  his  bounty  feated  them 
in  a  fafe  and  hofpitable  exile,  in  the  province 
of  Macedonia :  Adrianople  was  their  final  fettle- 
ment.    During  Several  generations  they  maintained 

the 
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the  dignity  of  their  birth ;  and  their  Roman  pa-  ^^j^ 
triotiftn  reje&ed  the  tempting  offers   of  the  Per-   y^-w-  «* 
fian  and  Arabian  powers,   who  recalled  them  to 
their  native  country.     But  their  fplendour  was  in- 
fenflbly  clotided  by  time  and  poverty  j   and  the 
father  of  Bfcfil  was  reduced  to  a  fmall  farm,  which 
he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands  :  yet  he  fcorned 
to  difgrace  the  blood  of  the  Arfacides  by  a  plebeian. 
alliance:    his  wife,  a  widow  of  Adrianople,   was 
ple&fed  to  count  among  her  anceftors,    the  great 
Conftantine  ;  and  their  royal  infant  was  conne&ed 
by  fome  dark  affinity  of  lineage  or  country  with 
the  Macedonian  Alexander.     No  fooner'  was  he " 
born,  than"  the  cradle  of  Bafil,  his  family,  and  his 
city,  trere  ftrept  aWay  by  an  inundation  of  the  Bul- 
garians :  he  was  educated  at  flave  in  a  foreign  land  % 
and  in  this  feyefe  difdplirte,  he  acquired  the  hardi- 
nefr  of  body  and  flexibility  of  mind  which  pro^ 
moted  his  future  elevation.     In  the  age  of  youth  or 
manhood' he  ihared  the  deliverance  of  the  Roman 
captives,  who  generoufly  broke  their  fetters,  marched 
through  Bulgaria  to  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine,  de-[      ..     M% 
feated  two  armies  of  Barbarians,  embarked  in  the 
fliips  which  had  been  ftationed  for  their  reception, 
and  returned  to  Conftantinople,  from  whence  they 
were  diftributed  to  their  refpeftive  homes.     Butf 
the  freedom  of  Bafil  was  naked  and  deftitute :  hi* 
fetjn  was  ruined  by  the  calamities  of  war :  after  his 
father's  death,  his  manual  labour,  or  fervice,  could* 
no  longer  fupport  a  family  of  orphans ;  and  he  re- 
folved  tp  feek  a  more  confpicuous  theatre,  in  which* 
every  virtue  and  every  vice  may  lead  to  the  paths 
Voi,.  IX.  E  pf 
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Cxlviu  °^  £rcatnefs*  -  ^e  fo'ft  n^ght  of  his  arrival  at  Con- 
i^v^i  ftantinople,  without  friends  or  money,  the  weary 
'  pilgrim  flept  on  the  fteps  of  the  church  of  St* 
Diomede :  he  was  fed  by  the  cafjual  hofpitality  of  a 
monk' j  and  was  introduced  to  the  fervice  of  a  CQufin 
and  namefake  of  the  emperor  Theophilus ;  who* 
though  himfelf  of  a  diminutive  perfon,  was  always 
followed  by  a  train  of  tall  and  handfome  domeftics* 
Bafil  attended  his  patron  to  the  government  of 
Peloponnefus ;  eclipfed,  by  his  perfonal  merit,  the 
birth  and  dignity  of  Theophilus,  and  formed  an 
ul'cful  connexion  with  a  wealthy  and  charitably 
matron  of  Patras.  Her  fpiritual  or  carnal  love 
embraced  the  young  adventurer,  whom  fhe  adopted 
as  her  ion-  Danielis  prefented  him  with  thirty 
flaves  ;  and  the  produce  of  her  bounty  was  ext 
pended  in  the  lupport  of  his  brothers,  and  the 
purchafe  of  fome  large  eftates  in  Macedonia.  His 
gratitude  or  ambition  ftill  attached  him  to  the  fer- 
vice of  Theophilus ;  and  a  lucky  accident  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  the  court.  A  famous 
wreftler,  in  the  train  of  the  Bulgarian  ambaffadors, 
trad  defied,  at  the  royal  banquet,  the  boldefl  and 
rftoft  robufl  of  the  Greeks.  The  ftrength  of  Bafil 
was  praifed;  he  accepted  the  challenge;  and  the 
Barbarian  champion  was  overthrown  at  the  firft 
enfet.  A  beautiful  but  vicious  horfe  was  con- ' 
demned  to  be  hamftrung :  it  was  fubdued  by  the 
dexterity  and  courage  of  the  fervant  of  Theophilus ; 
and  his  conqueror  was  promoted  to  an  honourable 
rank  in  the  Imperial  ftables.  .  But  it  was  impoffible 
to  obtain  the  confidence  of  Michael,  without  com- 
plymg 
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plying  with  his  vices }  and  his  new  favourite,  the  CHAR 
great  chamberlain  of  the  palace,  was  raifed  and 
fupported  by  a  difgniceful  marriage  with  a  royal 
concubine,  arid  the  difhotioiir  of  his  lifter,  who 
fucceeded  to  her  place.  The  public  adminiftration 
had  been  abandoned  to  the  Casfar  Bardas,  the 
brothel"  and  enemy  of  Thdodora ;  but  the  arts  of 
female  influence  pervaded  Michael  to  hate  and  to 
fear  his  uncle  :  he  was  dratfn  from  Conftantinople* 
under  the  pretext  of  a  Cretan  expedition,  and  dab- 
bed in  the  tent  of  audience,  by  the  fword  of  the 
chamberlain,  and  In  the  prefence  of  the  emperor. 
About  a  month  after  this  execution,  B^fil  was  in- 
verted with  the  title  of  Auguftus  arid  the  govern- 
ment of  the  empire.  He  fupported  this  unequal 
aflbciatiori  till  his  influence  was  fortified  by  popular 
eftecm.  "His  life  was  endangered  by  the  caprice! 
of  the  emperor  ;  and  his  dignity  was  profaned  by  a 
feebnd '  colleague,  \Vho  had  rowed  in  the  gallies. 
Yet  the  murder  _of  his  benefa&or  muft  be  con- 
demned as  ah  a£t  of  ingratitude  and  treafon ;,  and 
the  churches  which  he  dedicated  to  the  name  of 
St.  ^Michael,  were  a  poor  and  puerile  expiation  of 
his  guilt. 

The  different  ages  of  Bafil  the  firft,  may  he 
compared  with  thofe  of  Auguftus.  The  fituatioh 
of  the  Greek  did  not  allow  him  in  his  earlieft 
youth  to  lead '  an  army  againft  his  country,  or  to 
profcribe  the  nobleft  of  her  fons  j  but  his  afpiring 
genius  (looped  to  (he  arts  of  a  flavej  he  dit- 
fembled  his  ambition  and  even  his  virtues,  and 
grafped,  with  the  bloody  hand  of  'an  aflaflm,  the 
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XLVikf'  cmP^re  which  he  ruled  with  the  wifdom  and  ten- 
dernefs  of  a  parent.  A  private  citizen  may  feel 
his  intereft  repugnant  to  his  duty  ;  but  it  muft  be 
from  a  deficiency  of  fenfe  or  courage,  that  an  ab- 
folute  monarch  can  feparate  his  happinefs  from  his 
glory,  or  his  glory  from  the  public  welfare.  The 
life  or  panegyric  of  Bafil  has  indeed  been  com- 
pofed  and  publilhed  under  the  long  reign  of  his 
.  defendants ;  but  even  their  {lability  on  the  throne 
ipay  be  juftly  afcribed  to  the  fuperior  merit  of 
their  anceftor.  In  his  chara&er,  his  grandfon 
Conflantine  has  attempted  to  delineate  a  perfeft 
image  of  royalty:  but  that  feeble  prince,  unlefs 
he  had  copied  a  real  model,  could  not  eafily  have 
foared  fo  high  above  the  level  of  his  own  conduft 
or  conceptions.  But  the  mod  folid  praife  of  Bafil 
is  drawn  from  i  the  comparifon  of  a  ruined  and  a, 
flourifhing  monarchy,  that  which  he  wrefted  from 
the  diflblute  Michael,  and  that  torhich  he  be- 
queathed to  the  Macedonian  dynafty.  The  evils 
which  had  been  fanftified  by  time  and  example, 
were  corre&ed  by  his  mafter-hand;  and  he  re- 
vived, if  not  the  national  fpirit,  at  lead  the  order 
and  majefty  of  the  Roman  empire.  His  appli- 
cation was  indefatigable,  his  temper  cool,  his  un- 
derftanding  vigorous  and  decifive;  and  in  his 
practice  he  obferved  that  rare  and  falutary  mo- 
deration, which  purfues  each  virtue,  at  an  equal 
diftance  between  the  oppofite  vices.  His  military 
fervice  had  been  confined  to  the  palace  ;  nor  was 
the  emperor  endowed  with  the  fpirit  or  the  ta- 
lents of  a  warrior.  Yet  under  his  reign  the 
Roman  arms  were  again  formidable  to  the  Bar- 
barians, 
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barians.  As  foon  as  he  had  formed  a  new  army  c  h  A  P. 
by  difcipline  and  exercife,  he  appeared  in  perfon  C*-w-  .!r 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  curbed  the  pride  ot 
the  Saracens,  and  fuppreffed  the  dangerous  though 
juft  revolt  of  the  Mankhaeans.  His  indignation 
againft  a  rebel  who  had  long  eluded  his  purfuit, 
provoked  him  to  wflh  and  to  pray,  that,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  he  might  drive  three  arrows  into 
die  head  of  Chryfochir.  That  odious  head,  which 
had. been  obtained  by  treafon  rather  than  by  va- 
lour, was  fufpended  from  a  tree,  and  thrice  ex- 
pofed  to  the  dexterity  of  the  Imperial  archer:  a 
bafe  revenge  againft  the  dead,  more  worthy  of  the 
times,  than  of  the  character  of  Bafil.  But  his 
principal  merit,  was  in  the  civil  adrainiftration  of 
the  finances  and  of  the  laws.  To  replenifh  an 
exhaufted  treaiury,  it  was  propofed  to  refume  the 
lavifh  and  ill-placed  gifts  of  his  predeceflbr :  his 
prudence  abated  one  moiety  of  the  reftiturion; 
and  a  fum  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  inftantly  procured  to  anfwer  the  moll  preffing 
demands,  and  to  allow  fome  fpace  for  the  mature 
operations  of  ceconomy.  Among  the  various  fchemes 
for  the  improvement  of  the  revenue,  a  new  mode 
was  fuggefted  of  capitation,  or  tribute,  which 
would  have  too  much  depended  on  the  arbitrary 
difcretion  of  the  afleflbrs.  A  fufficient  lift  of 
honeft  and  able  agents  was  inftantly  produced  by 
the  minifter  ;  but  oh  the  more  careful  fcrutiny  of 
Bafil  himfelf,  only  two  could  be  found,  who 
might  be  fafely  entrufted  with  fuch  dangerous 
powers ;  and  they  juftified  his  efteem  by  de- 
clining his  confidence.    But  the  ferious  and  fuc- 
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xl$u."  ce^s^  diligence  of  the  emperor  eftablHhed  by 
t— *— «i  degrees  an  equitable  balance  of  property  and  pay* 
mejit,  of  receipt  and  expenditure  ;  a  peculiar  fund 
was  appropriated  to  each  fervice;  and  a  public 
method  fecured  the  intereft  of  the  prince  and  the 
property  of  the  people.  After  reforming  the 
luxury,  he  afllgned  two  patrimonial  eftates  to  fup- 
ply  the  decent  plenty,  of  the  Imperial  table :  the 
contributions  of  the  fubjeft  were  referved  for  his 
defence ;  and  the  refidue  was  employed  in  the  em- 
bellishment of  the  capital  and  provinces.  ■  A  tafte 
for  building,  however  coftly,  may  deferve  fome 
praife  and  much  excufe ;  from  thence  induftry  is 
fed,  art  is  encouraged,  and  fome  objeft  is  at- 
tained of  public  emolument  or  pleafure :  the  ufe 
of  a  road,  an  aquedud,  or  an  hofpital,  is  obvious 
and  folid ;  and  the  hundred  churches  that  arofe 
by  the  command  of  Bafil,  were  confe^rated  to  the 
devotion  of  the  age.  In  the  charafter  of  a  judge, 
he  was  affiduous  and  impartial ;  defirous  {o  fave, 
but  not  afraid  to  ilrike :  the  opprefTors  '  of  the 
people  were  feverely  chaitifed ;  but  his  perfonal 
foes,  whom  it  might  be  unfafe  to  pardon,  were 
condemned,  after  the  lofs  of  their  eyes,  to  a  life 
of  folitude  and  repentance.  The  change  of  lan- 
guage and  manners  demanded  a  revifion  of  the 
obfolete  jurifprudence  of  Juftinian :  the  volu- 
minous body  of  his  Inftitutes,  Pande&s,  Code, 
and  Novels,  was  digefted  under  forty  titles,  in  the 
Greek  idiom ;  and  the  Bqfilics>  which  were  im- 
proved and  completed  by  his  fon  and  grandfon, 
mull  be  referred  to  the  original  genius  of  the 
founder  of  their  race*      This  glorious  reign  was 

terminated 
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terminated  by  an  accident  in  the  chafe.      A  Ai-  c^^m 

rkms  ftag  entangled  his  horns  in  the  belt  of  Bafil,  J,  Jv j 

and  railed  kim  from  his  horfe :  he  was  refcued  hy 
an  attendant,  who  cut  the  belt  and  flew  the  animal ; 
but  the  fell*  OT  the  fever,  exhaufted  the  llrength  of 
the  aged  monarch,  and  he  expired  in  the  palace, 
amidil  the  tears  of  his  family  and  people.  If  he 
itruck  off  the  head  of  the  faithful  fervant,  for-prc- 
ftimmg  to  draw  his  ftvord  againft  his  fovcrtdgn ; 
the  pride  of  defpotifm,  which  had  lain  dormant  in 
his  life,  reyived  in  the  laft  moments  of  deipair, 
when  he  no  longer  wanted  or  valued  the  opinion  of 
mankind* 

Of  the  four  ions  of  the  emperor,  Conftantine  l-«>  vi. 
died  l>efore  his  father,  whofe  grief  and  credulity  fophtr,' 
were  amufed  by  a  flattering  impoflor  and  a  vain  Mam???' 
apparition.  .  Stephen,  the  youngeft,  was  content 
with  the  honours  of  a  patriarch  and  a  faint ;  both 
Leo  and  Alexander  were  alike  inveflcd  with  the 
purple,  but  the  powers  of  government  were  folely 
exercifed  by  the  eider  brother.  The  name  of 
Leo.  the  fixth  has  been  dignified  with  the  title  of 
philofopher  >  and  the  union  of  the  prince  and  the 
fage,  of  the  aftive  and  fpeculative  virtues,  would 
indeed  conftitute  the  perfe&ion  of  human  nature. 
But  the  claims  of  Leo  are  far  fliort  of  this  ideal 
excellence.  -  Did  he  reduce  his  paflions  and  ap- 
petites under  the  dominion  of  reafon  ?  His  life 
was  fpent  in  the  pomp  of  the  palace,  in  the  fo- 
ciety  of  his  wives  and  concubines ;  and  even  the 
clemency  which  he  fhewed,  and  the  peace  which 
he  ftrove  to  preferve,  muft  be  imputed  to  the 
foftnefe  and  indolence  of  his  character.    Did  he 

E  4  fubdue 


ft  THE  DECLINE  AND  FAJA 

CXLVifi     fubdue  his  prejudices,  and  thpfe  of  Jiif  fitbje&a? 

V— v-^  His  mind  was  tinged  with  the  moft  jpperile  fuper- 
ftition;  the  influence  c?f  the  filergy,  pud, the. er- 
rors of  the  pepple,  were  confesrated  by  his  bm{ 
and  the  qracles  of  Leo>  ^hich  reveal,  jp.  prophetic 
ftyle,  the  fates  of  the  empire,  arp,  feuqded  onth§ 
arts  of  aftrology  and  divination,  If  we  ftill  in* 
quire  the  jreafon  of  his  fage  appellation,  it  cmwfy 
fre  replied,  that  the  fon  of  Bafil  was  lefs  ignorant 
than  the  greater  part  of  his  contemporaries  ia 
church  and  ftate;  that  his  education*  had  been 
dir$6ted  by  the  learned  Photius ;  and  that  feveral 
books  of  profane  and  eeclefiaftical  fcknce  were 
compofed  by  the  pen,  or  ii)  the  name,  of.  the  Im- 
perial fhihfopher-  But  the  reputation  of  his  phir 
lofophy  gnd  rejigioji  was  overthrown  by.  a  domeftic 
yiqe,  thp  repetition  of  his  nuptials.  The  pri* 
mitive  ideap  of  the  merit  and  holinefs  of  celibacy, 
jpere  preached  by  the  monks  and  entertained  by 
the  GreqfcSf  Marriage  was  allowed  as.  a  neceflary 
mgans  for  the  propagation  of  mankind ;  after  the 
de#h  of  either  party,  the  furvivor  might  fatkfy* 
by  zfecond  union,  the  weaknefs  or  the  ftrength  of 
the  Qefh ;  but  a  third  marriage  was  cerifured  as  a 
ft#e  ]q(  lsgal  fprnipation  5  and  a  fourth  was  a  fin 
or  lpaqdal  as  yet  unknown  to  the  Chriftians  of  the 
Eaft*  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  Leo  himfelf 
had  aboliihed  the  ftate  of  concubines,  and  con* 
demand,  without  annulling,  third  marriages  ;  but 
his  patriotifm  and  love  foon  compelled  him  to 
violate  his  own  laws,  apd  to  incur  the  penance, 
which  in  a  fimilar  cafe  he  had  impofed  on  hit 
f$bje£U,     In  his  three  firft  alliances,  his  nuptial 

bed 
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beS  w»*  unfruitful ;  'the  emperor  required  a  fei  chap. 
male  compkniori,1  and  the  empire  &  legitimate  i*-y-»J 
Mr.  Tfeefaaatifhl  Zde  was  introduced  into  the 
prfhefc  26  a  eottctibme ;  and  after  a  trikl  of  her  fe- 
cundity, »ahd  the  birth  of  Conftantfoe,  her  lover 
declared  -his  'ktteotioR  of  legitimating  the  mother 
and  the  child,  by  the  celebration  of  his  fourth 
nuptial*.  But  the  patriarch  Nicholas  refufed  his 
blefling :  the  Imperial  baptifin  of  the  young 
prince  was  obtained  by  a  promife  of  Separation  j 
and  the  contumacious  huiband  of  Zoe  was  ex- 
cluded; from  the  communion  of  the  faithful. 
Neither  the  fear  of  exile,  nor  the  defertion  of  his 
brethren,  nor  the  authority  of  the  Latin  church, 
nor  the  danger  of  failure  or  doubt  in  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  empire,  could  bend  the  fpirk  of  the- 
inflexible  monk.  After  the  death  of  Leo,-  he 
was  recalled  from  exile  to  the  civil  and  fecclefi- 
aftical  adminiftration  j  and  the  edict:  of  union' 
which  was  promulgated  in  the  name  of  Conftan- 
tine,  condemned  the  ftiture  fcandal  of  fourth  mar- 
riages, and  left  a  tacit  imputation  on  his  own 
birth. 

In  the  Greek  language  furpk  and  pbrphjry  att  Akxan- 
the  fame  word :  and  as  the  colours  of  nkture  are  ftantine0" 
invariable,  we  may  learn,  that  a  dark  deep  red  ^  Por" 
was  the  Tyrian  dye  which  ftained  the  purple  of  nitus, 
the  ancients.     An  apartment  of  the  Byzantine  pa-  May,?"' 
lace  was  lined  with  porphyry  :  it  was  referred  for 
the  ufe  of  the  pregnant  emprefles ;  and  the  royal 
birth  of  their  children  was  expreffed  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  pcrphyrogenite^  or  born  in  the  purple. 
Several  0/  the  Roman  princes  had  been  bleffed 

with 
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CHAP,   with  an  heir ;  but  this  peculiar  furname  was  firft 

XLVI1I     *  • 

i^-J-iJ*  applied  to  Conftantine  the  feventh.  His  life  aftd 
titular  reign  were  of  equal  duration ;  but  of  fifty, 
four  years,  fix  had  elapfed  before  his  father's  death ; 
and  the  fon  of  Leo  was  ever  the  voluntary  or  re- 
luftant  fubjeft  of  thofe  who  oppreffed  his  weak- 
nefs  or  abufed  his  confidence.  His  uncle  Alex- 
ander, who  had  long  been  inverted  with  the  title  of 
Auguftus,  was  the  firft  colleague  and  governor  of 
the  young  prince :  but  in  a  rapid  career  of  vice 
and  folly,  the  brother  of  Leo  already  emulated  the 
reputation  of  Michael ;  and  when  he  was  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  a  timely  death,  he  entertained  a 
projeft  of  caftrating  his  nephew,  and  leaving  the 
empire  to  a  worthlefs  favourite.  The  fucceeding 
years  of  the  minority  of  Conftantine  were'occu- 
'pied  by  his  mother  Zoe,  and  a  fucccflion  of  coun-r 
cil  of  feven  regents,  who  purfued  their  intereft, 
gratified  their  paffions,  abandoned  the  republic, 
fupplanted  each  other,  and  finally  vanifhed  in  the 
prefence  of  a  foldier.  From  an  obfcure  origin* 
Romanus  Lecapenus  had  railed  himfelf  to  ths 
Command  of  the  naval  armies  j  and  in  the  anarchy 
of  the  times,  had  deferved,  or  at  lead  had  obtained, 
the  national  efteem.  With  a  vi&orious  and  af- 
fectionate fleet,  he  failed  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube  into  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople,  and 
was  hailed  as  the  deliverer  of  the  people,  and  the 
guardian  of  the  prince.  His  fupreme  office  w^s 
at  firft  defined  by  the  new  appellation  of  father  of 
?°Uca^c.  *e  emperor ;  but  Romanus  foon  difdained  the 
wus,  fubordinate  powers  of  a  minifter,    and  aflumed, 

Dccm'*  vkh  l^e  ^tles  °f  Cxfar  and  Auguftus,  the  full 
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Independence  of  royalty,  which  he  held  near  five  chap. 
and  -twenty   years.     His  three  fons,  Chriftopher,  ^^y-O 
Stephen,  and  Gonftantine,  were  fucceflively  adorned  c^rift^:  m 
with  the  faine   honours,  and  the  lawful  emperor  phen'con- 
was  degraded  from  *he  firft  to  the  fifth  rank  in  this  vul* 
college.., of,  princes.  -  Yet,  in   the  prefervatipn  of 
his-  .life  <and  crown,  he  might  ftill  applaud  his  owi* 
.fortune  -and  the  elenjency  of  the   ufurper.    The 
examples,  pf:  ancient  find  modern  Jiiftory  would 
haye^pqcijfed   the    ambition   of    Romanus ;    the 
powers  ,and  tifi  laws  of  the  empire  were  in  his 
handj   the,.fpurious  birth  of  Conftantinc  would 
have  juftified  his  exqjufion  j  and  the  grave  or  the 
monaftery . yfas  op$n,to  receive  the  fon  of  the  con- 
cubine.    But  jLecapenus  does  not  appear  to  haye 
poffefled  either  the  virtues  or  the  vices  of  a  tyrant. 
The  fpirit  and  2&iyity  of  his  private  life  diflblved 
away  in  the  funlhine  of  the  throne ;  and  in  his  lh 
centious  pleafures^   he  forgot   the  fafety  both  of 
the  republic  and  of  his  fa?nily.     Of  a  mild  and 
religious   char^&er,   hg  r^fpected   the  fanftity   of 
oaths,  the  innocence  of  the  youth,  the  memory  qf 
his  parents,    and  the  attachment   of   the  people. 
The  ftudious  temper  and  retirement  of  Conftari- 
$ine,  difarmed  the  jealoufy  of  power :   his  books 
and  mufrc,  his  pen  and  his  pencil,  were  a  conftanf  * 
fource  of  amufemeijt ;  and  if  he  could  improve  ^ 
fcanty  allowance  by  the  fale  of  his   pictures,   if 
their  price  was  not  enhanced  by  the  name  of  thp 
artift,   he   was  endowed   with   a  perfonal  talent, 
which  few  princes  could  employ  in  the  hour  of 
^dyerfity. 

The 
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c  H  A  P.  The  fall  of  Romanus  was  occafioried  by  his 
\„^v-0  own  vices  and  thofe  of  his  children.  After  the 
tin" Vii!  deceafe  of  Chriftopher,  his  eldeft  fon,  the  two  fur- 
A  D.945-  viving  brothers  quarrelled  with  each  other,  and 
Jan'*7'  confpired  agairift  their  father.  At  the  hour  of 
noon,  when  all  ftrangers  were  regularly  excluded 
from  the  palace,  they  entered  his  apartment  with 
an  armed  force,  and  conveyed  him,  in  the  habit  of 
a  monk,  to  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  Propontis,  which 
was  peopled  by  a  religious  community.  The  ru- 
mour of  this  doineftic  revolution  excited  a  tumult 
in  the  city ;  but  Porphyrogenitus  alone,  the  true 
and  lawful  emperor,  was  the  obje&  of  the  public 
care  ;  and  the  fons  of  Lecapenus  were  taught,  by 
tardy  experience,  that  they  had  atchieved  a  guilty 
and  perilous  enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  their  rival. 
Their  fifter  Helena,  the  wife  of  Conftantine,  re- 
vealed, or  fuppofed,  their  treacherous  defign  of 
aflafiinatirtg  her  hulband  at  the  royal  banquet. 
His  lovai  adherents  were  alarmed  ;  and  the  two 
ufurpers  were  prevented,  feized,  degraded  from 
the  purple,  and  embarked  for  the  fame  ifland  and 
monaflery  where  their  father  had  been  fo  lately 
confined.  Old  Romanus  met  them  on  the  beach 
with  a  farcaftic  fmile,  and,  after  a  juft  reproach  of 
their  folly  and  ingratitude,  prefented  his  Imperial 
colleagues  with  an  equal  (hare  of  his  water  and 
vegetable  diet.  In  the  fortieth  year  of  his  reign, 
Conftantine  the  feventh  obtained  the  poffeffion  of 
the  Eaftern  world,  which  he  ruled,  or  feemed  to 
rule,  near  fifteen  years.  But  he  was  devoid  of 
that  energy  of  character  which  could  emerge  into  a 

life 


OF  THE   ROW^N   EMPIRE.  61 

life  of  ^ftion  and  glory ;  and  the  ftudies  which  ^JVAjP" 
had  amufed  and  dignified  his  leifure,  were  incom-  L^v^»^ 
patible  with  the  ferious  duties  of  a  fovereign. 
The  emperor  negle&ed  the  pra&ice,  to  inftruft 
his  fon  Romanus  in  the  theory,  of  government; 
while  he  indulged  the  habits  of  intemperance  and 
floth,  he  dropt  the  reins  of  the  adminiftration  into 
the  hands  of  Helena  his  wife ;  and,  in  the  (hifting 
fcene  of  her  favour  and  caprice,  each  minifter  was 
regretted  in  the  promotion  of  a  more  worthfefe 
fucceflbr.  Yet  the  birth  and  misfortunes  of  Con- 
ftantine  had  endeared  him  to  the  Greeks ;  they 
excufed  his  failings;  they  refpefted  his  learning, 
his  innocence,  and  charity,  his  love  of  juftice;  and 
the  ceremony  of  his  funeral  was  mourned  with  the 
unfeigned  tears  of  his  fubje&s.  The  body,  ac- 
cording to  ancient,  cuftom,  lay  in  (late  in  the 
veftibule  of  the  palace  ;  and  the  civil  and  military 
officers,  the  patricians,  the  fenate,  and  the  clergy, 
approached  in  due  order  to  adore  and  kifs  the  ina- 
nimate corpfc  of  their  foverejgn.  Before  the  pro- 
ceffion  moved  towards  the  Imperial  fepulchre,  an 
herald  proclaimed  this  awful  admonition :  **  Arife 
"  O  king  of  the  world,  and  obey  the  fummons  o£ 
«  the  King  of  kings !" 

The  TLeath  of  Conftantine  was  imputed  to  poi-  Romanus 
fon;    and  his  fon  Romanus,    who   derived  that  aJd!"^ 
name  from  his  maternal  grandfather,  afcended  the  Npv- ss* 
throne  of  Conftantinople.     A  prince  who,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  could  be  fufpefted  of  anticipating 
his  inheritance,  muft  have  been  already  loft  in  the 
public  efteem;   yet  Romanus    was   rather   weak 
than  wicked;   and  the  largeft  ftiare  of  the  guilt 
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Sclvi  f "  t^as  transfcrrcc*  t0  h*s  ^^j  Theophano,  a  wdmaif 
of  bafe  origin,  mafciiline  fpirit,  and  flagitiou* 
manners.  The  fenfe  of  perfonal  gtery  and  public 
happinefs,  the  tfue  pleafutes  of  royalty,  were  tin- 
known  to  the  fon  of  Conftantine ;  and  while  the' 
two  brothers,  Nicephorus  and  Leo,  triiimphed 
over  the  Saracens,  the  hours  which  the  emperor* 
owed  to  his  people  were  confirmed  in  ftrenuous 
idlehefs.  In  the  morning  he  vifited  the  circus  j* 
at  *  noon  he  feafted  the  fenators ;  the  greater  part 
of  the  afternoon  he  fpent  in  thejpbarjfterium9  or 
tennis-court,  the  only  theatre  of  his  victories'; 
from  thence  he  pafled  over  to  the  Afiatic  fide  of 
the  Bofphorus,  hunted  and  killed  four  wild  boars 
of  the  largeft  fize,  and  returned  to  the'  palace, 
proudly  content  with  the  labours  of  the  day.  In 
ftrength  and  beauty  he  was  confpicuous  above  his 
equals:  tall  and  ftraight  as  a  young  cyprefs,  his 
complexion  was  fair  and  florid,  his  eyes  fparkling, 
his  Ihoulders  broad,  his  nofe  long  and  aquiline.' 
Yet*  even  thefe  perfections  were  inefficient  to  fix 
the  love  of  Theophano ;  and,  after  a  reign  of 
four  years,  fhe  mingled  for  her  hufcand  the  Tame 
deadly  draught  which  (he  had  compofed  for  his 
father. 
Kfceoho-  By  his  marriage  with  this  impious  tvomfn,  Ko- 
FiKicas  ircmus  the  younger  left  two  fons,  Bafil  the  fecond 
A.  o.  963,  and  Conftantine  the  ninth,  and  two  daughters^ 
ugu  .  rnle0pjiano  an(j  Anne.  The  eldeft  filter  was 
given  to  Otho  the  fecond,  emperor  of  the  Weftj 
the  younger  became  the  wife  of  Wolodomir,  great 
duke  and  apoftle  of'Rulfia,  and,  by  the  marriage 
of  her  grand- daughter  with  Henry  the  firft,  king; 
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of  France,   the  blood  of  the  Macedonians,   and  chap. 
perhaps  of  the  Arfacides,  ftill  flows  in  the  veins  of 
the.  Bourbon  line.    After  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band,  the  emprefs  \afpired  to  reign  in  the  name  of 
her  fona,  the  eider  of  whom  was  five,  and  the 
younger  only  two,  ,  years  of  age }    but  flie  foon 
felt  the  instability  of  a  throne,   which  was  {up- 
ported  by  a  female  who  could  not  be  eftecmoJ, 
and  two  iofants  who  could  not  be  feared.     Theo- 
phano  looked. ^around  for  a  prote&or,  and  threw 
herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  braveft  foldie*;  her 
heart  was  capricious ;   but   the  deformity  of  the 
new  favourite  rendered  it  more  than  probable  that 
intereft  was  the  motive  and  excufe  of  her  love* 
Nicephorus,  Phocas  united,   in  the  popular  opi- 
nion,   the  double  merit   of  an  hero  and  a  faint. 
In  the   former  chara&er,    his  qualifications  were 
genuine  and  fplendid :  the  defcendant  of  a  race, 
illuftrious  by  their  military  exploits,  he  had  dif- 
played,  in  every   ftation  and  in   every  province, 
the   courage   of  a  foldier  and  the  conduct  of  a 
chief;  and  Nicephorus  was   crowned  with  recent 
laurels,  from  the  important  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of 
Crete.      His  religion  was  of  a  more  ambiguous 
caft  •  and  his  haircloth,  his  fails,  his  pious  idiom, 
and  his  wifh  to   retire  from  the  bufinefs  of  the 
world,  \tfere  a  convenient  ma(k  for  his  dark  and 
dangerous  ambition.     Yet  he  impofed  on  an  holy 
patriarch,   by  whofe  influence,  and  by  a  decree  of 
the  fenate,  he  was  entruftcd,  •  during  the  minority 
of  the  young  princes,  with  the  abfolute  and  inde- 
pendent   command  of  the  Oriental   armies.    As 
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chap,    foon  as  he  had  fecured  the  leaders  and  the  troops- 
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he  boldly  maxched  to.  Gonftaarinople,  trampled  oa 
his  enemies,  avowed  his  correfpondence  -with  the 
emprefs,  and,  without  degrading  her  fcns*  ait 
filmed,  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  the  pte-emii- 
nence  of.  rank  and  the  plenitude  of  poweft  Bur 
his  marriage  with  Theophano.  was  refiifed  bf  the. 
fame  patriarch  who  had  placed  the  crown  on  his. 
head :  by  his  fecond  nuptials  he  incurred  a  year  of 
canonical  penance*;-  a  bar  of  Ipiritual  affinity  was. 
oppofed  to  their  celebration ;  and  fonae  evaiion  and* 
perjury  were  required  to  filence  the  fcruples  of  the 
clergy  and  people.  The  popularity  of  the  em- 
peror., was  loft  in  the. purple:  in  a  reign  of  fix 
years  he  provoked  the  hatred  of  flrangers  and  fub~ 
je&s;  and  the  hypocrify  and '  avarice  of  the  firft 
Nicephorus  .were *  revived  in  his  fijcceflbr.  Hy- 
pocrify  I  fliail  neuer  juftify  or  palliate ;  but  I  will 
dare  to  obferve,  that  the  odious  vice  of  avarice  ig 
Qf  all  others  moft  haftily  arraigned,  and  moil  un- 
mercifully condemned.  In  a  piivate  citizen,  our 
judgment  feldom  expe£ts  an  accurate  fcrutiny  into 
his  fortune  and  ftfcpence ;  and  in  a  fteward  of  the 
public  treafufe,  frugality*  ifc  always  a  virtue,  and 
the  increafe  of  taxes  too  often  an  indifpenfable 
duty.  In  the  ufe  of  his  patrimony,  the  generous 
temper  of  Nicephorus  had  been  proved ;  and  the 
revenue  was  ftri&ly  applied  to  the  ferviee^of  the' 
ftate:  each  fpring  the  emperor  matched  in  perfon. 
againft  the  Saracens ;  and  every^Roman  mig^t- 
compute  the  employment  of  his' tastes  in  triumph^ - 
conquefts,  and  the  iecurhy  of  the  I&ftem-bafrri&v  • 
i  Among* 
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Among  the  /warriors  who  .promoted  his  elevation,   ^vni1*- 

andferved  under  his  ftandard,  a  noble  and  vali-   ^ ^^j 

ant  Armenian  had  deferved  and  obtained  the  raoft  i°:r "z»" 
eminent  rewards  The  ftature  of  John  Zimifces  iiin.Coo- 
wai  below  tjie' ordinary  ftandard ;  but  this  dimiml-  ix.  A.V 
rive  body  was  endowed  with  ftrength,  beauty,  and  £9' Dcc* 
thfc  foul  of  an  hero*  By* the  jealoufy  of  the  em- 
peror's brother,  he  was  degraded  from  the  office 
of  general  of  the  Eaft,  to  that  of  dire&or  of  the 
polls,  and  his-  murmurs  were  chaftifed  with,  dif- 
pmce  and  exile.  But  Zimifces  was  ranked  among 
the  numerous  lovers  of  the  emprefs;  on  her  in- 
teuceflion  he  wad  permitted  to  refide  at  Chalce- 
don  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital:  her 
bounty-was  repaid  in  his  clandeftine  and  amorous 
vifits  to  the  palace;  and  Theophano  confented, 
with  alacrity,  to  the  death  of  an  ugly  and  penu- 
rious hufband.  Some  bold  and  trufty  confpirators 
were  concealed  in  her  moft  prirate  chambers ;  in 
the  darknefs  of  a  winter  night,  Zimifces,  with  his 
principal  companions,  embarked  in  a  fmall  boat, 
travelled  the  Bofphprus,  landed  at  the  palace 
flairs,  and  filently  afcended  a  ladder  of  ropes,  which 
was  caft  down  by  the  female  attendants.  Neither 
his  Qvm  fufpicions,  nor  the  warnings  of  his  friends, 
nor  t&e  tardy  aid  of  his  brother  Leo,  nor  the  for* 
trefe  which  he  had  ere£ktd  in  the  palace,  could  pro- 
te&  Nkephorus  from  a  domeftic  foe,  at  whofe 
voice  every  door  was  opened  to  the  affaffins.  As 
Me  flept  0n  a  bear  {kin,  on  the  ground*  he  was 
roufed  by  their  noify  intrufion,  and  thirty  daggers 
glittered  before  his  eyes.    It  is  doubtful  whether 
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CHA  p.  Zimifces  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his 
fovereign ;  but  he  ejijoyod  the  inhuman  fpe&acle 
of  revenge.  The  murder  was  protra&ed  by  infult 
and  cruelty ;  and  as  foon  as  the  head  of  Nicepho- 
rus  was  (hewn  from  the  window,  the  tumult  was 
hufhe4,  and  the  Armenian'  was  emperor  of  the  EafL 
On  the  day  of  his  coronation,  he  was  flopped  on 
the  threfhold  of  St.  Sophia,  by  the  intrepid  patri- 
arch ;  who  charged  his  confcience  with  the  deed  of 
treafon  and  blood ;  and  required,  as  a  fign  of  re-, 
pentance,  that  he  fhould  feparafe  hiinfelf  from  his 
more  criminal  aflbciate.  This  fally  of  apoftolic 
zeal  was  not  offenfive  to  the  prince,  fince  he  could 
neither  love  nor  trail  a  woman  who  had  repeat-; 
edly  violated  the  mod  facred  obligations;  and 
Theophano,  inftead  of  fharing  his  Imperial  for- 
tune, was  difmifled  with  ignominy  from  his  bed 
and  palace.  In  their  laft  interview,  fhe  difplayed  a 
frantic  and  impotent  rage ;  accufed  the  ingratitude 
of  her  lover ;  affaulted  with  words  and  blows  her 
fon  Bafil,  as  he  ftood  filent  and  fubmiffive  in  the 
prefence  of  a  fuperior  colleague  j  and  avowed  her 
own  proftitution,  in  proclaiming  the  illegitimacy 
of  his  birth.  The  public  indignation  was  appeafc 
ed  by  her  exile,  and  the  punifhment  of  the  meaner 
accomplices;  the  death  of  an  unpopular  princ? 
wa»  forgiven ;  and  the  guilt  of  Zimifces  wa$  for- 
gotten in  the  fplendour  of  .his  virtues.  Perha^ 
his  profufion  was  Iefs  ufeful  to  the  ftate  than  the 
avarice  of  Nicephorus }  but  his  gentle  and  gene- 
rous behaviour  delighted  all  who  approached  hi4 
perfon ;  and  it  was  only  in  the  paths  of  yi&or^ 
$hgt  he  trod  in  the  fcjptfteps  of  his  prc<tefi*ffor. 
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The  greateft  part  of  his  reign  was  employed  in  the  ^^f' 
camp  and  the  field  I  his  perioral  valour  and  a&i-  i_  —  ar 
vity  was  fignalized  on  the  Danube  and  the  Ti- 
gris, the  ancient  boundaries  of  the  Roman  world  ; 
and  by  his  double  triumph  over  the  Ruffians  and 
the  Saracens,  he  deferred  the  titles  -aof  faviour  of  ther 
empire,  and  conqueror  of  the  Eaft.  In  his  laft 
return  from  Syria,  he  obferved  that  the  moft  fruit- 
ful lands  of  his  new  ptoVinces  werepoffeffed  by  the 
eunuchs.  "And  is  it  for  them,"  he  exclaimed, 
with  honeft  indignation,  "  that  we  have  fought 
"and  conquered?  Is  it  for  them  that  we  fhed 
"  our  blood,  and  exhauft  the  treafufes  of  out 
"  people  ?"  The  complaint  was  re-echoed  to  the* 
palace,  and  the  death  of  Zimifces  is  ftrongly  mark* 
ed  with  the  fufpicion  of  poifon* 

Under  this  ufurpation,  or  regehcy,  of  twelve  Bafii  if. 
years,  the  two  lawful  emperors,  Bafil  and  Con-    ^tine1** 
ftantine,  had  filently  grown  to  the  age  of  man-   ix.A.D. 
hood.     Their  tender  years  had  been  incapable  of  ary  10. 
dominion ;  the  refpe&ful  modefty  of  their  attend- 
ance and  falutadon,  was  due  to  the  age  and  merit 
of  their  guardians  :  the  childlefs  ambition  of  thofe 
guardians  had  no.  temptation  to  violate  their  right 
of  fucceflion  i  their  patrimony  was  ably  and  faith- 
fully  adrainifteted  ♦    and  the  premature  death  of 
Zimifces  was  a  lofs,  rather  than  a  benefit,  to  the 
ions  of  Romanus.     Their  want  of  experience  de- 
tained them  twelve  years  longer  the  obfcure  and 
"Voluntary  pupils  of  a  miniftcr,  who  extended  his 
reign  by  perfuading  them  to  indulge  the  pleafures 
of  youth,  and  to  difdain  the  labours  of  govern- 
ment* In  this  fifeea  web,- the  weaknefs  of  Conltantine 
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C  Hv^rP*    was  ^r  ever  entangled ;  but  his  elder  brother  feff 
the  impulfe  of  genius  and  the  defire  of  a&ion ;  he 
frowned,  and  the   niinifter  was  no   more.     BafiF 
was  the  acknowledged  fovereign  of  Conftantiftople 
and  the  provinces  of  Europe ;  but  Afia  was  op- 
preffed  by  two  veteran  generals,  Phocas  and  Scle- 
ras, who,  alternately  friends  and  enemies,  fubje&s 
and  rebels,  maintained  their  independence,  and  la- 
boured to  emulate  the  example  of  fuccefeful  ufurp- 
ation.     Againft  thefe  domeftie  enemies,  the   foit 
of  Romanus  firii  drew  his  fword,  and  they  trem- 
bled in  the  prefencc  of  a  lawful  and  high-fpirited 
prince.  The  firrt,  in  the  front  of  battle,  was  thrown 
from  his  horfe,  by  the  ftroke  of  poifon,  or  an  ar- 
row :  the  fecond,  wh®  had  been  twice  loaded  with 
chains,  and  twice  invefted  with  the  purple,  was 
dciirous  of  ending  in  peace  the  fmall  remainder 
of  his  days.     As   the   aged  fuppliant  approached 
the  throne,  with  dkn   eyes   and  faultering   fteps, 
leaning  on  his  two  attendants*  the  emperor  exclaim- 
ed, in  the  infolence  of  youth  and  power,  *  And 
"  is  this  the  man  who  has  fo  long  been  the  objeft 
"  of.  our  tenor?"    After  he  had  confirmed  his 
owxv  authority,  and  the  peace  of  the  empire,  the 
trophies  of  Nicephorus  and  Zimifces   would  not 
fuffer  their  royal  pupil  to  fleep  in  the  palace.     His 
long  and  frequent  expeditions  againft  the  Saracens 
were  rather  glorious,  than  ufeful  to  the  empire ; 
but  the  fiijal  deftru&ion  of  the  kingdom  of  Bul- 
garia appears^   fince  the  time  of  Belifarius,  the 
moil  important-  triumph  of  the  Roman  arms.     Yet 
inftead  of  applauding  their  vi&orious  prince,  his? 
fubje&s  detefted  the-  rapacious  and  rigid  avarice 

Of 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  *> 

af  Bafil ;  and  in  the  smperfeft  narrative  of  his  ex-   c  h  a  p. 
ploits,  we  can  only  difcern  the  courage,  patience,  ^^^ 
and  ferocioufnefc  of  a  foldicn     A  vicious  educa- 
tion, which  .eOuld  not  fubdue  his  fpirit,  had  cloud- 
ed his  mind;  he  was  ignorant  of  every  fcience ; 
and  the  remembtance  of  his   learned  and  feeble 
grandfbe  might  encourage  a  real  or  affe&ed  con- 
tempt of  laws  and  lawyers,  of  artifts  and  arts.     Of, 
fiich  a  chara&er,  in  fnch  an  age,  fuperftition  took 
a  firm  and  lafting  poffeffion;  after  the  firft  licence  of 
his  youth,  Bafil  the  fecond  devoted  his  life,  in  the 
palace  and  the  camp,  to  the  penance  of  an  hermk, 
wore  the  monaftic  habit  under  his  robes  and  ar- 
mour, obferved  a  vow  of  continence,  and  impofed 
on  his  appetites  a  perpetual  abftinence  from  wine  and 
flefli.     In  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  his  mar- 
tial fpirit  urged  him  to  embark  in  perfon  for  a  holy 
war  againft  the  Saracens  of  Sicily ;   he  was  pre- 
vented by  death,  and  Bafil,  furnamed  the  Slayer* 
of  the  Bulgarians,  was  diftniffed  from  the  world, 
with  the  bleflings  of  the  clergy  and  the  curies  of 
the  people.     After  his  deceafe,  his  brother  Con-    Conftan- 
ftantine  enjoyed,  about  three  years,  the  power,  or   tin^1$; 
rather  the  pleafures,  of  royalty;  and  his  only  care    »o».?,Dc. 
was  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceffion.     He  had  en« 
joyed,  fixty-fix  years,  the  tide  of  Auguftus ;  and 
the  reign  of  the  two  brothers  is  the  longed,  and 
moil  obfeure  of  the  Byzantine  hiftory; 

A  lineal  fucceffion  of  five  emperors,  in  a  period  Romanu* 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty  years,  had  attached  the  lJ^1^Xm 
loyalty  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Macedonian  dynafty;  A.  d/ 
which  had  been  thrice  refpe&ed  by  the  ufurpers   notVi*. 
of  their  power.    After  the  death  of  Conffentine  the? 
F  j  ninth, 
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«_ha  P.  nmth,  tile  laft  male  of  the  royal  race,  a  new  arid 
broken  fcene  prefects  jtfelf,  and  the  accumulated 
years  of  twelve  emperors  do  not  equal  the  fpace 
of  his  fingle  reign*  His  elder  brother  had  prefer* 
red  his  private  chaftity  to  the  public  intereft,  and 
Conilantine  himfelf  had  only  three  daughters; 
Eudocia,  who  took  the  veil*  an4  Zoe  an4  Theo- 
dora, .who  were  preferred  till  a  mature  age  in  a 
ftate  of  ignorance  and  virginity.  When  thm  mar** 
riage  was  difcuffed  in  the  council  of  their  dying 
father,  the  cold  or  piou?  Theodora  refufed  to  give 
an  heir  to  the  empire,  but  her  filter  Zoe  prefented 
berfelf  a  willing  vi&im  at  the  altar.  Romanuft 
Argyrus,  a  patrician  of  a  graceful  perfon  and  fair 
Reputation,  was  chofen  for  her  bulband,  and,  on  his. 
declining  that  honour,  was  informed,  that  blind-r 
nefs  or  death  was  the  fecond  alternative.  The 
motive  of  his  reliance  wa$  conjugal  aiFe&ion, 
but  his  faithful  wife  facrificed  her  own  happinefs  to 
his  fafety  and  greatnefs }  and  her  entrance  into  a 
inouaftery  removed  the  only  bar  to  the  Imperial 
nuptials,  After  the  deceafe  of  Conftantine,  the 
fcqtfre  devolved  to  Romanus  the  third;  but  his 
labour  at  home  and  abroad  were  equally  feeble 
and  fruitlefe ;  and  the  mature  age>  the  forty-eight 
years  of  Zoe,  were  lefs  favourable  to  the  hopes  of 
pregnancy  than  to  the  indulgence  of  pleafure.  Her 
favourite  chamberlain  was  an  handfome  Paphlago- 
aian  of  the  njuae  of  Michael,  ^vhofe  firft  trade 
had  been  that  of  a  mpney-changer;  and  Romanus, 
either  fronj  gratitude  or  equity,  connived  at  their 
criminal  intercourse,  or  accepted  a  flight  affurancs 
•fi  their  iftft^p^e.    But  zie  fopn  jqffified  the 
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lfcoman  maxim,   that  every   adultrefs  is   capable  t  H  A.  P. 
ofpoifoning  her  hufband;  and  the  death  of  Ro-  sl-^v^/ 
manus  was  inftantly  followed  by  the  fcandakws 
marriage  and  elevation  of  Michael  the  fourth,     life  Michart 
expectations  of  Zoe  were  however  difappointed:  Paphiago- 
initead  of  a  vigorous  and  grateful  lover,  fhe  had  ™a"» 
placed  in  her  bed,  a  nuferable  wretch,  whofe  health  1034/ 
and  reafon  were  impaired  by  epileptic  fits,  and     pn*,I# 
whofe  conference  was  tormented  by  defpair  and 
Temorfe.     The  moft  fkilful  phyficians  of  the  mind 
and  body  were  fummoned  to  his  aid;    and  his 
hopes 'were  amttfed  by  frequtat  pilgrimages  to  the 
baths,  and    to    the  tombs   of   the   moft   popular 
faints;   the*  monks  applauded  his  penance,  and, 
except  restitution,  (but  to  whom  fhould  he  have  re- 
stored ?)  Micfiael  fought  every  method  of  expiat- 
ing his  guilt.     While  he  groaned  arid  prayed  In 
fackdoth  and  afhes,  his  brother,  the  eunuch  John, 
fmiled  at  his  remdrfe,  and  enjoyed  the  harveft  of 
a  crime  of  which  himfelf  was  the  fecrctf  and  mdft 
guilty  author.     His  adminiftration  Was  only  the 
art  of   fatiating    his   avarite,  and  Zoe  bec&me'a, 
captive  in  the  palace   of   her  father*  and  in  tie 
hands  of  her  flaves.     When  he  perceived  the  irre- 
trievable decline  of  his  brother's  health,  he  intfo* 
duced  his  nephew,  another  Michael,  who'  deriVfed 
his  furname  of  Calaphates  from  his  father's  cfcdu- 
pation  in  the  careening  of  veffels :  at  the  codi- 
mand  of  the  eunucfi,  Zoe  adopted  for  her  fan, 
the  fon  of  a  mechanic ;  and  this  fi&itfous  heir  vhs 
inverted  with  the  title  and  purple  of  the  Caefats, 
in  the  prefence  <5f  the  fenate  and  clergy.      So 
feeble  was  the  chara&er  of  Zoe,  that' fhe  was  #p- 
.•   i/  -•  F  4  preffed 
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^lvIii  "    Pr*^ec*  ty  ^e  liberty  ^  power  which  fhc  recover 
i — ^Jj  ed  by  the  death  of  the  Paphlagonian ;  aad:at,lhe 
v!' cSa-     end  °f  f<?ur  d*ys>  ^ie  P^ced  the  crown  on  the  head 
phages,       of  Michael  the  fifth,  who  had  protefted,  with:tears 
io'41,'        and  oaths,  that  he  fliould  ever  reign  the  firft  and 
Dec.  14.      mofl.   obedient  of  her  fubjeft*.     The,oxtfy  a&  of 
his   fhort  reign  was  his  bafc  iogffttitufte  Jo.his " 
benefactors,   the  eunuch  and  the  ppiprcfsi    The 
difgrace  of  the  former  was  p  leafing,  to  diejHijblie* 
but  the  murmurs*  and. at  length  the  clamour**  of 
Conftanthiople    deplored  the    exile  .  of  Zpe,    the 
daughter  of  fo  many  emperors ;-  Jier.vices.wene  for* 
gotten,  and   Michael.  wa£.  taught,  thafcj&ere.is  a. 
period  in  which,  ihk.  patience  of .  the  tamefit  flaj«s 
rifes  into  fury  and  revenge,  -\  The-dtizms  of. .every 
degree  affembled ;  in .  a  ;fonoiriablfc. tumult. .  which . 
lafted  threcdaya;  they,  befieged.  the  .palace, -forced \ 
ThC  "5*      ^e  gates*  xecalled*.  their  .mothers;  .Zoe  froia  iier 
a.d.  •    '•  priibn,  .Theodora,  feam  her  .f^onaftery,  and  xxm* 
Xpiiiii.     demned  theifon  oLQataphates  ta  the  lof&  of  his 
eyc&/  or  :of  .his .  life*  _  For  the.firft .  time^  the  Greeks 
beheldj  with  furprife  the  two.tpjodJiftere  featedjon 
tfye  jame  thTpne*  presiding  in  the  fenate,  and  giving 
audifenca  to-  the  wbtfiadors  of  the  nations.  But  this 
:  -iingufap*  wmn  AibfiftQd  no  were  .than  two  months  j 
the  .t^o.ifoyergign^-  their  tampers,  .interests,  an<}  . 
adherents,  we^e.fecnetly  hoftile  Jto  each  other;  and 
.     .$s  Theodora  ^a&iftiU  adverfe  to  marriage,  the  ia^ 
defetfigable.  Zoe*  at  the  age  of  fixty,  confented, 
for.  the  public  good,  to  fuftain  the  embraces  of  a 
th^rd  hufband,   and  the  cenfures  of  the  r  Greek  . 
Conftan-     church.      His  name  and  number  were  Conftantine  .• 
M^oma-   the  tenth,  aqd  the   epithet  of  Mwmae&us,  ib&  • 
chug-    .        \  fingle 
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fingle  combataAt,  mull  have  been  expreffiveofhis  chap. 
valour  &nd  vktory  in  fome  public  or  private  quar-   .    _  _    *, 
id.    But  his  health  was  broken  by  the  tortures  of  A- D- 
the  gout,  and  his  diffolute  reign  was  fpent  in  the  June'u. 
alternative  of  ficknefs  and  pleafure.     A  fair  and 
nobfe  widow  had  accompanied  Conftantine  in  his 
*xile  to  the  ifle  of  Lefbos,  and  Sclerena  gloried  in 
ttoeT  appellation  of  his  miftrefs.    After  his  marri- 
age &o& -elevation,  {he  was  inverted  with  the  title 
and,  pomp  of  ^Augiifia^  and  occupied  a  contiguous 
yparaaeut  in  the  palace.    The  lawful  conibrt  (fuch 
was:  the  delicacy*  or  corruption  of  Zoe)  confented 
to  this,  ftrange  and.  fcandalous  partition  ;  and  the 
emperor  appealed -in  public  between  his  wife  and 
his  concubines  JHe  furvived  them  both;  but  the  lail 
raeainres  of  Conftantine  to  change  the  order  of 
fticcefljon  were  prevented    by    the  more  vigilant 
friends  of  Theodora;   and  after  his  deceafe,  fhe  Theo- 
refiimed,  with  the  general  confent,  the  pofieffion  aOId. 
of  her  inheritance.    In  her  name,  and  by  the  in-  jj**' 
fluency  of  four  eunuchs,  the  Eaflern  world  was 
peaceably  governed  about  nineteen  months;  and 
as.  they  wifhed   to  prolong  th?ir  dominion,  they 
perfhaded  the' aged  princeft  to  nominate  for  her 
fucceflbr  Michael  the  fixth.    The  furname  of  Stra-  Michael 
ioticus  declares  his  military  profeffion;    but  the  uotictuV 
cozy  and  decrepit  veteran  could  only  fee  with  the  A*  **• 
tyts,  and  execute  with  the  hands,  of  his  minifters.  Augufta*, 
\Vhilft  he  afcended  the  thrQne,  Theodora  funk  in- 
to the  grave ;  the  l^ft  of  the  Macedonian  or  Bafi- 
lian  dynafty.     I  have  haftily  reviewed,  and  gladly 
difmife   this    Ihameful   and   deflructive  period  of 
twenty-eight  jears,  in  which  the  Greeks,  degraded 

below 


n  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

2?viiL    *****  **  common  level  of  fervitude,  were  tranfc 
v.-tw-  x_f  fcrred  like  a  hevd  of  cattle  by  the  choice  or  caprice 

of  two  impotent  females.    . 
ifaac  I.  From  this  night  of  flavery,  a  ray  6f:  freedom, 

bus,  A.  D.  <*  at  leaft  of  fpirit,  begins  to  emerge :  the  Greeks 
-  Amjuftji.  c^icr  preferred  or  reamed  the  ufe  of  furnames, 
which  perpetuate  the  fame  of  hereditary  virtue  \ 
and  we  now  difcern  the  rife,  fucceffion,  and  alli- 
ances of  the  kkft  dynafties  of  Conftantinople  and 
-Trebizond.  The  Cmneni,  who  upheld  for  a  while 
thfc  fete  of  the  finking  empire,  affumed  the  Honour 
©f  a  Roman  origin :  but  the  family  had  been  long 
ftnee  tranfported  from-  Italy  to  Afia.  Their  patri- 
monial eftate  was  fituafce  in  the  diftriQ:  of  Cafta- 
mona  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euxine ;  and 
one  of  their  chiefs,  who  had  already  entered  the 
paths  of  ambition,  revifited  with  aflfe&ion,  perhaps 
.with  regret,  die  modeft  though  honourable  dwell* 
ing  of  his4  fathers.  The  firft  of  their  line  was  the 
iHuftrious  Manuel,  who,  m  the  reign  of  the  fecond 
Bafil,.  contributed  by  war  and  treaty  to  appeafe 
the4,  troubles  of  the  Eaft :  he  left  in  a  tender 
ige,  two  Ibrts,  Ifaac  and  John,  whom,  with 
the  cohfcioufnefr  of  defert,  he  bequeathed  to  the 
grarftudte  and  favour  of  his  fovereign.  The  noWe 
youths  we*e  carefully  trained  in  the  learning  of  the 
monaflEery,  the  atts  of  the  palace,  and  the  exer- 
dfes  of  the  camp :  and  from  the  domeftic  fervice  <if 
the  guards,  they  were  rapidly  promoted  to  the 
command  of  provinces  and  armies.  Their  fraternal 
union  doubled  the  force  and  reputation  of  the 
Comneniy:  and  their  ancient  nobility  was  illuftrattd 
...  ^       -  -by 
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by  the  marriage  of  the  two  brothers,  with  a  captive  cJ?JL?m 
princefs  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  daughter  of  a  patri- 
cian, who  had  obtained  the  name  of  Charm  from 
the  number  of  enemies  whom  he  had  fent  to  the 
infernal  fhades.     The  foldierfc  had  ferved  with  re- 
ludant  loyalty  a  feries  of  effeminate  matters ;  the 
elevation  of  Michael  the  fixth  was  a  perfonal  inftrit 
to  the  more  deferring  generals  ;  and  their  difcon- 
teat  was  iafiamed  by  the  parfimony  of  the  emperor 
*nd  the  infoience  of  the  eunuchs.    They  fecretly 
aflembled  in  the  fan&uary  of  St.  Sophia,  and  the 
votes  of  the  military  fynod  would  have  been  una- 
nimous  in  favour  of  the  old  and  valiant  Cataca* 
Ion,  if  thd  patriotifm  or  modefty  of  the  veteran 
had  not  fuggefted  the  importance  of  birth  as  well 
as  merit  in  the  choice  of  a  fovereign.     Ifaac  Com- 
nenus  was  approved  by  general  confent,  and  the 
aiTociates  feparatied  without  delay  to  meet  in  the 
plains  of  Phrygia  at  the  head  of  their  refpeftive 
fquadrons  and  detachments.    The  caufe  of  Michael 
was  defended  in  a  (ingle  battle  by  the  mercenaries 
of  the  Imperial  guard,  who  were  aliens  to  the 
public  intereft,  and  animated  only  by  a  principle 
of  honour  a&d  gratitude.    After  their  defeat,  the 
fears  of  the  emperor  foliated  a  treaty,  which  was 
almoft  accepted  by  the  moderation  of  the  Com- 
nenial.    But  the  former  was  betrayed  by  hi*  am- 
baffadoT3,    and  the  latter  was  prevented  by  his 
friends.    The    folitary    Michael  fubmitted  to  the 
voice  of  the  people ;  the  patriarch  annulled  their 
Oath  of  allegiance ;  and  aa  he  ihaved  the  head  of 
the  royal  monk,  congratulated  his  beneficial  ex- 
change of  temporal  wyaky  for  the  kingdom  of 

heaven  r 
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chap,  heaven:  an  exchange,  however,  which  the  prieft, 
on  his  own  account,  would  probably  have  declin- 
ed. By  the  hands  of  the  fame  patriarch,  Ifaac 
Comnenus  was  folemnly  crowned  :  the  fword  which 
he  infcribed  on  his  coins,  might  be  an  .offenfive 
fymbol,  if  it  implied  his  title  by  conqueft  ;  but  this 
iword  would  have  been  drawn  againft  the  foreign 
and  domeftic  enepues  of  the  (late.  The  decline 
of  his  health  and  vigour  fufpended  the  operation 
©f  a&ive  virtue ;  and  the  profped  of  approaching 
4eath  determined  him  to  interpofe  fome  moments 
between  life  and  eternity.  But  inftead  of  leaving 
the  empire  as  the  marriage  portion  of  his  daughter, 
his  reafon  and  inclination  concurred  in  the  prefer 
ence  of  his  brother  John,  a  foidier,  a  patriot,  and 
the  father  of  five  fons,  the  future  pillars  of  an  here* 
ditary  fuccgffion.  His  firft  modeft  relu&ance  might 
be  the  natural  di&ates  of  difcretion  and  tendernefs, 
but  his  obftinate  and  fuccefsful  perfeverance,  how- 
ever it  may  dazzle  with  the  (hew  of  virtue,  muft 
be  cenfured  as  a  criminal  defertion  of  his  duty, 
and  a  rare  offence  againft  his  family  and  country. 
The  purple  which  he  had  refufed  was  accepted  by 
Conftantine  Ducas,  a  friend  of  the  Comnenian 
feoufe,  and  whofe  noble  birth  was  adorned  with  the 
experience  and  reputation  of  civil  polity.  In  the 
monaftic  habit,  Ifaac  recovered  his  health,  and 
furvived  two  years  his  voluntary  abdication.  At 
the  command  of  his  abbot,  he  obfenred  the  rule 
of  St.  Bafil,  and  executed  the  mod  fervile  offices  of 
the  convent :  but  his  latent  vanity  was  gratified 
by  the  frequent  and  refpe&ful  vifits  of  the  reigning, 
monarch,  who  revered  in  bis  perfon  the  charadec 
of  a  benefa&or  and  a  faint. 

2  If 
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If  Conftantine  the  eleventh  were  indeed  tl\e  fub-  chap./ 
je&  moft  worthy  of  empire,  we  muft  pity  the  de-    v^^il^ 
bafement  of  sthe  age  and  nation  in  which  he  was   Conftan- 
chofen..    In  the  labour  of  puerile  declamations  he  Ducaa,' 
fought,    without    obtaining,    the  crown    of    elo-   A-D* 
quence,  more  precious,  jn  his  opinion,  than   that   Dec  a* 
of  Rome ;  and,  in  the  fubordinate  fun&ions  of  a    ' 
judge,  he  forgot  the  duties  of  a  forereign  and  a 
warrior.     Far  from  imitating  the  patriotic  indiffe- 
rence of  the  authors  of  his  greatnefs,  Ducas  was 
anxious  only  to  fecure,  at  the  expence  of  the  re- 
public, the  power  and  profperity  of  his  children. 
His  three  fons,  Michael  the  feventh,  Andronicus 
the   firft,   and  Coftftantine  the   twelfth,  were   in- 
verted, in  a  tender  age,  with  the  equal  title  of  Au-   Eudocia. 
guftus  j  and  the  fucceffion  was  fpeedily  opened  by   j067,May; 
their   father's  death.      His   widow,  Eudocia,  wa& 
entrufted  with  the  adminiftration  ;  but  experience 
had  taught  the  jealoufy  of  the  dying  monarch  to 
proteft  his   fons  from  the  danger   of  her  fecond 
nuptials ;    and   her  folemn  engagement,    attefted 
by   the   principal   fenators,    was  depofited   in  the 
hands  of  the  patriarch.     Before  the  end  of  feven 
months,  the  wants   of  Eudocia,  or  thofe   of  the 
(late,  called  aloud  for  the  male  virtues  of  a  fol- 
dier :  and  her  heart  had  already  chofen  Romanus 
Diogenes,  whom  fhe  raifed  from  the  fcaffold  to 
the  throne.     The  difcovery   of  a  treafonable  at- 
tempt had  expofed  him  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws: 
his  beauty  and  valour  abfolved  him  in  the  eyes  of 
the  emprefs;  and   Romanus,  from  a  mild  exile, 
was  recalled  on  the  fecond  day  to  the  command 
of  the  Oriental  armies.    Her  royal  choice  was  yet 
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unknown  to  the  public,  and  the  promife  which 
would  have  betrayed  her  falfehood  and  levity,  was 
ftolen  by  a  dextrous  emiflary  from  the  ambition  of 
the  patriarch.     Xiphilin  at  firft  alleged  the  fan&ify 
of  oaths  and  the  facred  nature  of  a«  truft ;  but  a 
whifper  that  his  brother  was  the  future'  emperor, 
relaxed  his  fcruples,  and  forced  him  to  confefir 
that  the  public  fafety  was  the  fupreme  law.    He. 
refigned  the  important  paper ;  and  when  his  hopes 
were  confounded  by  the  nomination  of  Romanus, 
he  could  no  longer  regain  his  fecurky,  retraft  his 
declarations,  nor  oppofe  the  fecond  nuptials  of 
the  emprefs.    Yet  a  murmur  was  heard  in  the 
palace ;  and  the  Barbarian  guards  had  raifed  their 
battle-axes  in  the  caufe  of  the  hoiife  of  Ducas,  till 
the  young  princes  were  foothed  by  the  tears  of  their 
mother  and  the  folemn  affurances  of  the  fidelity  of 
their  guardian,  who  filled  the  Imperial  ftation  with 
dignity  and  honour.     Hereafter  I  fhall  relate  his 
valiant  but  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  refift  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Turks.     His  defeat  and  captivity  in- 
Aided  a  deadly  wound  on  the   Byzantine   mo- 
narchy of  the  Eaft ;  and  after  he  was  releafed  from 
the  chains  of  the  fultan,  he  vainly  fought  his  wife 
and  his  fubje&s.    His  wife  had  been  thruft  into 
a  monaftery,  and  the  fubje&s  of  Romanus  had 
embraced  the  rigid  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  that  a 
prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  is  deprived,  as 
by  the  ftroke  of  death,  of  all  the  public  and  pri- 
vate rights  of  a  citizen.     In  the  general  confirma- 
tion, jhe  Gfefer  John  affertcd  the  indefeafible  right 
of  his  three  nephe ws :  Conftaittinople  liftened  tor 
his  voice  $  and  the  Turkilh  captive  was  proclaim* 
1  ed 
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ed  in  the  capital,  and  received  bn  the  frontier,   P^umf9 
as  an  enemy  of  the  republic.      Romanus  was  not 
more  fortunate  in  domeftic  than  in  foreign  war : 
the  lofs  of  two  battles  compelled  him  to  yield,  on 
the  afiurancc  of  fair  and  honourable  treatment; 
but  hi$  enemies  ware  devoid  of  faith  or  humanity ; 
and,  after  the  cruel  extin&ion  of  his  fight,  his  wounds 
were  left  10  bleed  and  corrupt,  till  in  a  few  days  he 
was  relieved  from  a  ftate  of  mifery.  Under  the  triple 
reign  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas,  the  two  younger 
brothers  were  reduced  to  the  vain  honours  of  the 
purple ;  but  the  eldeft,  the  pufillanimous  Michael, 
was  incapable  of  fuftaining  the  Roman  fceptre ;  arid 
his  furname  of  Parapinaces  denotes  the  reproach 
which  he  fliared  with  an  avaricious  favourite,  who 
enhanced  the  price,   and  diminifhed  the  meafure, 
of  wheat.    In  the  fchool  of  Pfellus,  and  after  the 
example  of  his  mother,  the  fon  of  Eudocia  made 
fame  proficiency  in  philofophy  and  rhetoric ;   but 
his  uharader  was  degraded,  rather  than  ennobled, 
by  the  virtues  of  a  monk  and  the  learning  of  a 
fcphift.    Strong  in  the  contempt  of  their  fovereign 
and  their  own  efteem,  two  generals  at  the  head 
of  the  European  and  Afiatk  legions  affumed  the 
purple  at  Adrianople  and  Nice.     Their  revolt  was 
in  die  fame  month;  they  bore  the  fame  name  of 
Nicephorus;   but  the  two    candidates  were  dif- 
tinguifheid  by  the  furnames  .of  Bryennius  and  Bo- 
taniates;  the  former  in  the  maturity  of  wifdom 
and  courage,,  the  latter  confpicuous  only  by  the 
memory  of  his  paft  exploits.     While  Botaniates 
advanced  with  cautious  and  dilatory  fteps*  his  a&ive 
competitor  ftpod  $n  arms  before  the  gates  of  Con- 

ftantinople. 
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ftantinople.  The  narfte  of -Bryennitis  -was  iHtrfMU 
Ous;  his  caufewas  popular;  but  his  Kcentious 
troops  could  not  be  retrained*  from  burning  and 
pillaging  a  fuburb;  aird  the  people,  who  woirfd 
feve  hailed  tfiej  rebel j  rejected  and  repulfefl  ^e 
incendiary  of  his  country.  •  This  charige  of  the 
pubKc  opinion  was  favourable  to  Botaniates,  w&t> 
at-  length,  with  an  army  of  Turks,  approached 
the  fliores  of  Chafcedon.  A  formal  invitatiort, 
hi  the  name  of  the  patriarch,  the  fynod,  fand 
the  fenate,  was *  circulated  through  the  ftreets  6f 
Cohftantineple*;  and  the  general  aflfembly,  in  thfe 
dome  of  St?. -Sophia,  debated,  wWv  order  -atlfl 
lahnnefs,  on  the '  choice  of  their  foveTeign.  The 
guards  of  Michael  woulti  have  difperfed  this 'tirt- 
armed 'multitude;-  but  the  feeble  emperor,  ap- 
plauding his  own  moderation  and  clemency,  *e- 
figtied  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  and  was  rewarded 
with  the  monaftic  habit,  and  the  title  of  archbiftop 
of  Ephefus.  He  left  a  fon,  a  Conftaatine,  bora 
and  educated  m  the  purple ;  and  a  (laughter  of  the 
houfe  of  EHicas  illuffrated  the  blood,  and  confirm- 
ed* the  fucceffion  of  the  Comnenian  dynafty. 

John  Comnenus,  the  brother  of  the  emperor 
Ifaac,  furvived  in  peace  and  dignity  his  generous 
refufal  of  the  fceptre.  By  his  wife  Anne,  a  Vo- 
man  of  mafculfrie  fpirit  and  poKcy,  he  left  eight 
children :  the  three  daughters  multiplied  the  Gom- 
nenian  alliances  with  the  nobletf  of  the  Greeks :  of 
the  five  fons,  Manuel  was  (lopped  by  a  premature 
death;  Ifoac  and  Alexius  reftored  the  Imperial 
•greatnefs  of  their  houfe,  which  was  enjoyed  with- 
out toil  or%  danger  by  the  two  yotanger  brethren, 
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Adrian  and  Nicephoeus.  Alexius,  the  third  and  ch a  p. 
moft  illuftrious  of  the  brothers,  was  endowed  by 
nature  with  the  choiceft  gifts  both  qF  mind  and 
body  :  they  were  cultivated  by  a.  liberal  education, 
and  exercifed  in  the  fchool*  of,  obedience  and  ad- 
verfity.  The  youth  was  difmiffed  frojn  the  perils 
of  the  Turkifli  war,  by  jthe  paternal  care  of  the  en* 
peror  Romanus ;  but  the  mother  of  the  Comneni, 
with  he!"  afpiring  race,  was  aafufed  of  treafon,  and 
baniihed,  by  the  fons  of  Bucas,  to  an  ifland  in  the 
Proponris.  The  two  brothers  foon  emerged  int<? 
favour  ^nd  a&ion,  fought  by  each  other's  fide 
againii  the  rebels  and  Barbarians,  and  adhered  to 
the  emperor  Michael,  till  he  was  deferted  by  the 
world  and  by  himfelf.  In  his  firft  interview  with 
Botaniates,."  Prince,"  laid  Alexius,  with  a  noble 
franknefe,  "  my ,  duty  rendered  me  your  enemy  ; 
"  the  decrees  of  God  and  of  the  people  have  made 
"  meK  your,  fubje£t.  Judge  of  my  future  loyalty# 
"  by  my  pa&  opposition."  The  fucceflbr  of  Mi- 
chap!  entertained  him  with  efteem  and  confidence : 
his  valour  was>  .employed  againft  three  rebels,  who 
difturbed  the  peace  of  the  empire,  or  tt  leaft  of  the 
emperors.  Uriel,  Bryennips,  and  Bafilacius,  were 
formidable  by  their  numerous  forces  and  military 
faoae:  they  were  fucceflively  vanquished  in  the 
.field,  and  led  in  chains  to  the  foot  of  the  throne;  and 
whatever  treatment  they  might  receive  from  a  timid 
and  cruel  court,  they  applauded  the  clemency,  as 
.well  as  the  courage,  of  their  conqueror.  But  the 
loyalty  of  the  Comneni  was  foon  tainted  by  fear 
an£  fufpicion ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  fetde  between  a 
fufcjjeft  and  a  defpot,  the  debt  of  gratitude,  which 
VavIX.  G  the 
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c  **  A  P.  the  former  is  tempted  to  claim  by  a  revolt,  and  the 
latter  t'o  difcharge  by  an  executioner.  The  refufal  of 
Alexius  to  march  againft  a  fourth  rebel,  the  hufband 
of  his  filter,  deftroyed  the  merit  or  memory  of  his 
paft  fervices :  the  favourites  of  Botaniates  provoked 
the  ambition  which  they  apprehended  and  accufed  ; 
and  the  retreat  of  the  two  brothers  might  be  jufti- 
iied  by  the  defence  of  their  life  or  liberty.  The 
women  of  the  family  were  depofited  in  a  fan&uary* 
refpe&ed  by  tyrants :  the  men,  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  fallied  from  the  city,  and  erefted  the  ftan- 
dard  of  civil  war.  The  foldiers,  who  had  been  gra- 
dually aflembled  in  the  capital  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, were  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  a  vi&orious  and 
Injured  leader :  the  ties  of  common  intereft  and  do- 
"meftiG '  alliance  fecured  the  attachment  of  the  houfe 
of  Ducas ;  and  the  generous  difpute  of  the  Com- 
neni  was  terminated  by  the  decifive  refolution  of 
Ifaac,  who  was  the  firft  to  invert  his  younger  bro- 
ther with  the  name  and  enfigns  of  royalty.  They 
returned  to  Conflantinople,  to  threaten  rather  than 
.  befiege  that  impregnable  fortrefs  -,  but  the  fidelity 
of  the  guards  was  corrupted  ;  a  gate  was  furprifed  ; 
and  ihe  fleet  was  occupied  by  the  a&ive  courage 
of  George  Peke<plogus,  who  fought  againft  his  fa- 
ther,, without  forefeeing  that  he  laboured  for  his 
poftertiy.  Alexius  afcended  the  throne  j  and  his 
aged  competitor  difappeared  in  a  monastery.  An 
army  of  various  nations  was  gratified  with  the  pil- 
lage of  the  city ;  but  the  public  disorders  were 
m  expiated  by  the  tears  and  fads  of  the  Comneni,  who 
fubmitted ,  to  every  penance  .compatible  with  the 
poflfeffion  of  the  empire. 

The 
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The  life  of  the  emperor  Alexius  has  been  de-  CH  A  p. 
lineatcd  by  a  favourite  daughter,  who  was  infpired  .  -y— ..If 
by  a  tender  regard  for  his  perfon  and  a  laudable  Alexius  I. 
zeal  to  perpetuate  his  virtues.  Confcious  of  the  ncnus, 
.juft  fufpicion  of  her  readers,  the  princefs  Anna  Aprii'i?1* 
Comnena  repeatedly  protefts,  that,  befides  her  per- 
•fonal  knowledge,  fhe  had  fearched  the  difcourfe 
and  writings  of  the  moft  refpe&able  veterans  :  that 
after. an  interval  of  thirty  years,  forgotten  by,  and 
forgetful  of,  the  world,  her  mournful  folitude  was 
inacceffible  to  liope  and  fear;  and  that  truth,  the 
naked  perfect  truth,  was  more  dear  and  facred 
than  the  memory  of  her  parent.  Yet,  inflead  of 
the  fimplicity  of  ftyle  and  narrative  which  wins  our 
belief,  an  elaborate  affe&ation  of  rhetoric  and 
fcience  betrays  in  every  page  the  vanity  of  a  fe- 
male author.  The  genuine  chara&er  of  Alexius 
is  loft  in  a  vague  conftellation  of  virtues  ;  and  the 
perpetual  ftrain  of  panegyric  and  apology  awakens 
our  jealoufy,  to  queftion  the  veracity  of  the  hiftoriah 
and  the  merit  of  the  hero.  We  cannot  however 
refufe  her  judicious  and  important  remark,  that  the 
diforders  of  the  times  were  the  misfortune  and  the 
glory  of  Alexius ;  and  that  every  calamity  which 
can  afflift  a  declining  empire  was  accumulated  on 
hts  reign  by  the  juftke  of  heaven  and  the  vices  of 
his  predeceffors. '  In  the  Eaft,  the  vi&orious  Turks 
had  fpread,  from  Perfk  to  the  Hellefpont,  the 
reign  of  the  Koran  and  the  Crefcent :  the  Weft  was 
invaded  by  the  adventurous  valour  of  the  Nor- 
mans ;  and,  in  the  moments  of  peace,  the.  Danube 
poured  forth  new  fwarms,  who  had  gained,  in  the 
fcience  of  war,  what  they  had  loft-m  the-ferociotif- 
G  2  nefs 
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ScLWif    ne**  °*  manncrs*     ^e  *?a  was  not  '^  hoftile  than   . 
the  land )  and  while  the  frontiers  were  aflaulted  by 
ari  open  enemy,   the  palace  was  diftraded    with 
fecret  treafon  and  confpiracy.     On  a  fudden,  the 
banner  of  the  crofs  was  difplayed  by  the  Latins : 
Europe  was  precipitated  on  Afia;  and  Coaftanti- 
nople  had  almoft  been  fwept  away  by  this  impe- 
tuous deluge.      In  the  teinpeft  Alexius  fteered  the 
.Imperial   veffel   with   dexterity  and'  courage.     At 
the  head  of  his  armies,  he  was  bold  in  a&ion,  (kil- 
.  ful  in  ftratagcm,  patient  of  fatigue,  ready  to  im- 
prove his  advantages,  and  rifmg  from,  his  defeats 
with  inexhauftible  vigour.     The  discipline  of  the 
camp  was  revived,  and  a  new  generation  of  men 
and  foldiers  was  created  by  the  example,  and  the 
precepts  of  their  leader.     In  his  intercourse  with 
the  Latins,  Alexius  was  patient  and  artful :  his  de- 
cerning eye  pervaded  the  new  fyftem  of  an  unknown 
world;  and  I  (hall  hereafter  defcribe  the  fuperior 
policy  with  which  he  balanced  the  interefts  and 
paffions  of  the  champions  of  the  firft  crufade.     Li 
a  long  reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  he  fubdued  and 
pardoned  the  envy  of  his  equals:    the  laws    of 
public  and  private  order  were  reftored :  the-  arts 
•of  wealth  and  fcience  were  cultivated :  the  limits 
of  the  empire  were  enlarged  in  Europe  and  Afia  ; 
and  the  Comnenian  fceptre  was  transmitted  to  his 
children  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation*     Yet 
die  difficulties  of  the  times  betrayed  fome  defeds 
in  his  chara&er ;  and  have  ezpofed  his  memory  to 
fome  juft  or  ungenerous  reproach.    The  reader 
may  poifibly  fmile  at  the  lavifli  praife  which  his 
daughter  to  often  bellows  on  a  flying  hero:  the 
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weaknefs  or  prudence  of  his  fituation  might  be  xlvtIi** 
miliaken  for  a  want  of  perfonai  courage  ;  and  his 
political  arts  are  branded  by  the  Latins  with  the 
names  of  deceit  and  difllmulation.  The  increafe 
of  the  male  and  female  branches  of  his  family 
adorned  the  throne  and  fecured  the  fucceffionj 
but  their  princely  luxury  and  pride  offended  the 
patricians,  exhaufted  the  revenue,  and  infulted  the , 
mifery  of  the  people.  Anna  is  a  faithful  witnefs 
that  his  happineft  was  deftroyed,  and  his  health 
was  broken,  by  the  cares  of  a  public  life :  the  pa- 
tience of  Constantinople  was  fatigued  by  the  length 
and  feverity  of  his  reign ;  and  before  Alexius  ex- 
pired, he  had  loft  the  love  and  reverence  of  his 
fubje&s.  The  clergy  could  not  forgive  his  appli- 
cation of  the  facred  riches  to  the  defeace  of  the 
ftate;  but  they  applauded  his  theological  learning 
aad  ardent  zeal  for  the  orthodox  faith,  which  he 
defended  with  his  tongue,  his  pen,  and  his  fword. 
His  chara&er  was  degraded  by  the  fuperflition  of 
the  Greeks  ;  and  the  fame  inconfiftent  principle  of 
human  nature  enjoined  the  emperor  to  found  an 
hofpital  for  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  to  dired  the 
execution  of  an  heretic,  who  was  burnt  alive  in 
the  fquare  of  St.  Sophia.  Even  the  fincerity  of  his 
moral  and  religious  virtues  was  fufpe&ed  by  the 
perfons  who  had  pafled  their  lives  in.  his.  familiar 
confidence.  In  his  laft  houts,  when  he  was  prefied 
by  his  wife  Irene  to  alter  the  fucceflion,  he  raifed 
his  head,  and  breathed  a  pious., ejaculation  on  the 
vanity  of  this  world  The  indignant,  reply  of  the 
£mpre&  may  be   inferibed  as  an^q>it*ph  (p&.hi* 
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CXLmTL    tol®b9  u  You  die,  as  you  have  lived — an  hypo- 

V-v^J     CRITfc!" 

John,  or  It  was  the  wifh  of  Irene  to  fupplant  the  eldeft 
Johannes,  °^  ^er  Surviving  fons,  in  favour  of  her  daughter 
AD.  the  princefs  Anne,  whofe  philofophy  would  not 
Awguft'is.  have  refufed  the  weight  of  a  diadem.  But  the  order 
of  male  fucceffion  was  afferted  by  the  friends  of 
their  country  4  the  lawful  heir  drew  the  royal  fignet 
from  the  finger  of  his  infenfible  or  confeious  father, 
and  the.  empire  obeyed  the  -mailer .  of  the  palace- 
Anna  Comnena  was  Simulated  by  ambition  and 
revenge  to  confpire  againft  the' life  of  her  brother,- 
arjjd  when  the  defign  was  prevented  by  the  fears 
or  fcruples  of  her  hufband,  fhe  paflionately  exclaim- 
ed, that  nature  had  miftaken  the  two  fexes,  and 
bad  endowed  Bryennius  with  the  foul  of  a  woman. 
TThe  two  fons  of  Alexius,  John  and  Ifaac,  main- 
tained the  fraternal  concord,  the  hereditary  virtue 
of  their  race ;  and  the  younger  brother  was  content 
with  the  title  of  Sebajiocrator^  which  approached 
the  dignity,  without  fliaring  the  power,,  of  the 
emperor.  In  the  fame  perfon,  the  claims  of  pri- 
mogeniture and  merit  were  fortunately  united ;  his 
fwarthy  complexion,  harfli  features,  and  diminutive 
ftature,  had  fuggefted  the  ironical  furnarae  of  Calo- 
Johannes,  or  John  the  Handfome,  which  his  grate- 
ful  fubjeds  more  feiioufly  applied  to  the  beauties 
of  his  mind*  After  the  difcovery  of  her  treafon, 
the  life  and  fortune  of  Anne  were  juftly  forfeited  to 
the  laws.  Her  life  was  fpared  by  the  clemency  of 
the  emperor,  but  he  vifited  the  pomp  and  treafures 
of  her  palace,  and  beftowed  the  rich  ranfifcatian 
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op  the  mod  deferving  of  his  friends.  That,  re-  ^  H  A  P. 
fpe&able  friend,  Axuch,  a  flave  of  Turkifli  ex- 
traction, prefumed  to  decline  the  gift,  and  to  in- 
tercede for  the  criminal :  his  generous  mailer  ap- 
phtuded  and  imitated  the  virtue  of  his  fivourit^ 
and  the  reproach  or  complaint  of  an  injured  brothel: 
was  the  only  chaftifement 'of  the  guilty  princefs. 
After  this  example  of  clemency,  the  remainder  of 
his  reign  was  never  difturbed  by  confpiracy  or  re* 
bellion :  feared  by  his  nobles,  beloved  by  his  peo- 
ple,  John  was  never  reduced  to  the  painful  neceflity 
of  punifliing,  or  even  of  pardoning,  his  perfonal 
enemies.  During  his  government  of  twenty-five 
years,  the  penalty  of  death  was  abolifhed  in  the 
Roman  empire,  a  law  of  mercy  moft  delightful  to 
the  humane  theorift,  but  of  which  the  pra&ice,  in 
a  large  and  vicious  community,  is  feldom  coiififteiit 
with  the  public  fafety.  Severe  to  himfelf,  in- 
dulgent to  others,  cha.fte,  frugal,  abftemious,  tKe 
philofophic  Marcus  would  not  have  difdained  tKe 
artleft  "  virtues  of  his  fucceffor,  derived'  from  his 
heart,  and  not  borrowed  from  t!he  fchools.  He 
defpifed  and  moderated  the  ftately  magnificence  of 
the  Byzantine  court,  fo  oppreffive  to  the  people^ 
fo  contemptible  to  the  eye  of  reafoii.  Under, 
fuch  a  prince,  innocence  had  nothing  to  fear,  and 
merit  had  every  thing  to  hope ;  and  '  without 
affuming  the  tyrannic  office  of  a  cenfor,  he' intro- 
duced a  gradual  though  vifible  reformatio^  in  the 
public  and  private  manners  of.  Conftantinople. 
The  only  defe&  of  {his  accomplifhed  chara&er, 
was, the  frailty  of  nobte  minds,  "the  ltfve  of  arms 
and  military  glory.    Yet  the  frequent  expeditions 
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SSS?   &  J(**FJ**  Hafadforae'  pay  fee  juftififcd,  at  leaft  in 
i—vW    l^fiir-pKiQfiipl^  by  Uhe\  acceflfoy/af  repelling   th* 
Turks  from. the'  Hcllefpont   and  the  Bofphorus. 
Tlj£  fulta*  of  konium'  was  ,6onfiued-to  Jus- capital, 
the  :J&#bartanswete.  driven  to  the  mountains,  and 
&g  igaritime,  provinces  of  Afia  jflnjoy  ed  the  tranfient 
fckflings  of  their  deliverance.      From   Conftaati- 
pople  t,o    Aotipch   and   Aleppo,    he    repeatedly 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army,  and  in 
the  fiege*  and  battles,  of  this  holy  war,  his  Latin 
allies  Were  aftoniihed  by  the  fuperior  fpirit  and 
prtfwefs  of  a  Greek.    As  he  began  to  indulge  the 
ambitious  hope  of  reftoring  the  ancient  limits  of 
the  empire,    as   he   revolved    in  his    jpind,  the 
JJaphrjftcs  and  Tigris,  the  dominion  of  Syria,  and 
the  co^queft  of.  Jerufalem,  the  thread  of  his  life 
and  of-  the  public  felicity  was  broken  by  a  £ngufatr 
«cidcnt.    He  hunted  the  wild  boar  in  die  Valley 
r£  Anaz&rbus,  and  had  fixed  his  javelin  in  the 
body  of  the  furious  animal :  but,  in  the  ftruggle,  ^ 
poifoned  arrow  dropt  from  his  quiver,  and  a  flight 
ground  ia  his  hand,  which  produced  a  mortifica- 
tion, .was  fatal  to  the  belt  and  greateft  of  the  Com- 
*nesuan  princes* 
Manuel,    A  i  A -premature  death  had  fwept  away  the  two 
April".43'   Hd«ft  fow  of  John  the  Handfome ;   of  the  two 
furvivors,  I&ac  and  Manuel,  his  judgment  or  af- 
fe&ion  preferred  ihe  younger;  and  the  choice  of 
„  theix  dying*  prince  was  ratified  by  the  foldiers  who 
had  applanded  the  valour  of  his  favourite  in  the 
Tutkifh  wan    The  faithful  Axuch  haftened  to  the 
:  capital*  fecured  the  perfon  of  Ifaac  in  honourable 
confinement,  and  purchafed  with  a  gift  of  two 

hundred 
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huAdtfd  pounds  of  filver, -the  leading  ectteftattib  ^vijl. 
of  St  Sophia,  who  pbflefled  adecifive  *oiee  in  the 
confecration  of  an  emperor.    With  his  veteran  and 
affe&onate  troops,  Manuel  foon^viAted  Conftan- 
tiooplef   his  brother  acquiefced   in    the   title  of 
Sebaftocrator ;  his  fubjefta  admired  the  lofty  fotart 
and  martial   graces  of  their  neto  fovereign*   and 
Kftened  with  credulity  to  the  flattering  ^promKe> 
that  he  blended  the  wifdom  of  age  with  the  a&fc 
vityand  vigour  of  youth.    By  the  experience  6f 
his  government,,  they  were  taught,  that  he  emulsfe 
ed  the  fpirit,  ^ni  fhared  the  talents,  of  his  father 
whofc  ibcjai  virtues  were  buried  in  die  grate.    -A 
reign  of  thirty-feven  years  is  filled  by  "la  g&petu&l 
though  various  warfare  againft  the"  TiiAs,  ;thi 
Chriftians,  and  the  hords  of  thd  witdernefs  beyond 
the  Danube*    The  arms  of  Mahuel  were  ex&ciftd 
on  mount  Taurus,  b  the  plains  of  Hungary/  on 
the  coaft  of  Italy  and  Egypt,  and  on  die  ffeasVrf 
Sicily  and  Greece :  the  influence  of  his  negooiariow 
extended  from  Jerufylem  to  Rome  and  Ruffia; 
and  the  Byzantine  monarchy,  for  a  while,  became 
an  obje&  of  refpedk  or  terror  to  the  powers  of  Afia 
and  Europe*    Educated  in  the  filk  and  purple  of 
the  Eaft,  Manuel  poffeflfed  the  iron  temper  of  a 
foldier,  which  cannot  eafily  be  paralleled,  except 
in  the  lives  of.  Richard  the  firft  of  England,  and 
of  Charles  the  twelfth  of  Sweden.    Such  was  his 
ftrength   and  exercife  in  arms,    that,  Raymond, 
furnamed  the  Hercules  of  Antioch,  was  incapable 
of  wielding  the  lance  and  buckler  of  the  Greek 
emperor.     In  a  famous  tournament,  he  entered  the 
lifts  on  a  fiery  courier,  and  overturned  in  his  firil 

career 
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XLvnf^  *****  -*wo  .of  ,thc-  ftouteft  of  the  Italian  knights. 
The  firft  in  the  charge  the  laft  in  the  retreat,  his 
fnends  and  his  enemies  ^like  trembled,  the  former 
for  his  fefety,  an4  th$  latter  for  their  own.  After 
polling  an  apibufc^de  in  a  wood,  he  rode  forwards 
in  fearch  of  fotne  perilous  adventure,  accompanied 
only  by  his  brother  and  the  faithful  Axuch,  who 
refufed  to  defert  their  fovpreign.  Eighteen  horfe- 
men,  after  a  fhort  combat,  fled  before  them :  but 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy  increafed  j  the  march 
of  .the  reinforcement  yras  tardy  ai)d  fearful,  and 
Manuel,  without  receiving  a  wound,  cut  his  way 
through  a  Jquadron  of  five  hundred  Turks.  Irf  a 
battle  againft  the  Hungarians,  impatient  of  the 
flownefs  of  his  troops,  he  fnatched  a  ftandard  from 
the  head  of  the  column,  and  was  the  firft,  almoft 
4lone,  who  pafled  a  bridge  that  feparated  him  from 
the  enemy.  In  the  fame  country,  after  tranfport- 
irig  his  army  beyond  the  Save,  he  fent  back  the 
boats,  with  an  order,  under  pain  of  death,  to  their 
couimander,  that  he  fhould  leave  him  to  conquer 
.or  die  on  that  hoftile  land.  In  the  fiege  of  Corfu^ 
towing  after  him  a  captive  galley,  the  emperor 
flood  aloft  on  the  poop,  oppofing  againft  the  vol- 
lies  of  darts  and  ftones,  a  large  bucjder  and  a  flow- 
ing fail/  ftor  could  be  have  efcaped  inevitable 
.death.  Had  not  the  Sicilian  admiral  enjoined  his 
archers  to  fcefpeft  the  perfon  of  an  hero.  In  one 
day,  he  is  f«rid  to  have  flain  above  forty  of  the  Bar* 
barians  with  his  own  hajid ;  he  returned  to  the 
camp,  dragging  along  fopr  Turkifh  prifoners,  whom 
he  had  tied  to  the  rings,  of  his  faddle :  he  was  ever 
the  foremoft  to  provpke  oj  to  accept  a  lingle 

combat ; 
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combat;  and  the  gigantic  champions,  who  en-  xLVfiT* 
countered  his  arm,  were  tranfpierced  by  the  lance,  s»~v-w 
or  cut  afunder  by  the  fword,  of  the  invincible 
Manuel  The  ftory  of  his  exploits,  which  appear 
as  a  model  or  a  copy  of  the  romances  of  chivalry, 
may  induce  a  reafonable  fufpicion  of  the  veracity 
of  the  Greeks  :  I  will  not,  to  vindicate  their  credit, 
endanger  my  own ;  yet  I  may  obferve,  that  in  the 
long  feries  of  their  annals,  Manuel  is  the  only 
prince  who  has  been  the  fubjed  of  fimilar  exag- 
geration. With  the  valour  of  a  foldier,  he  did  not 
unite  the  (kill  or  prudence  of  a  general :  his  victo- 
ries were  not  productive  of  any  permanent  or  ufe- 
ful  conqdeft ;  and  his  Turkifh  laurels  were  blafted 
in  his  lafl  unfortunate  campaign,  in  which  he  loft 
his  army  in  the  mountains  of  Pifidia,  and  owed 
his  deliverance  to  the  generofity  of  the  fultan.  But 
the  mod  lingular  feature  in  the  chara&er  of  Manuel* 
is  the  contrail  and  viciffitude  of  labour  and  floth, 
of  hardinefs  and  effeminacy.  In  war  he  feemed 
ignorant  of  peace,  in  peace  he  appeared  incapable 
of  war.  In  the  field  he  flept  in  the  fun  or  in  the 
faow,  tired  in  the  longeft  marches  the  ftrength  of 
his  men  and  horfes,  and  fliared  with  a  fmile  the 
abftinence  or  diet  of  the  camp.  No  fooner  did 
he  return  to  Conftantinople,  than  he  refigned  him* 
felf  to  the  arts  and  pleasures  of  a  life  of  luxury.: 
the  efcpence  of  his  drefs,  his  table,  .and  his  palace, 
furpaffed  the  meafure  of  his  predeceflors,  and 
whole  fummer  days  were  idly  wafted  in  the  deli- 
cious ifles  of  the  Ptopontfc,  in  the  inceftuous  love 
of  his  niece  Theodora.  The  double  coft  of  a 
warlike  and  dfflbhite  prince,  exbaufted  the  revenue; 

and 
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CXLViii.    atld  rouMpfcd  the  taxes ;    and :  Manuel,  in  the 
u-yw   diftrefs  of  his  lad  Turkifh  camp,  endured  a  bitter 
reproach  from  the  .mouth. -of  ft,  defpejrate:  fohfier. 
As  he  quenched,  his  thhft,  he  complained  that  the 
water  of  a  fountain  was  minglect  with  Chriftjan 
Wood,     "  It  is  not  the  firft  time,"  exclaimed  a 
voice  from  the  crowd,.?4  that  ywx  have  drank,  O 
<c  emperor!  the  blood  of  your  Chriffian  fuhjefts*" 
Manuel  Comnenuswaa- twice  married,  to  .the  vir- 
tuous Berths*  or  Irene  of  Germany,  and  .to  the 
beauteous  Maria*,  a  French  or  Latin  princefs  of 
,Antioch«  .  The. only  daughter  of.  his  firft  wife  was 
d$ftii*ed  for  Bela  an  Hungarian  prinde,  who  was 
: educated  at.  Conflantinopla-  under   the  name    of 
jUexiu$ ;  and  the  confummation  of  their  nuptials 
jj>igl>t:  b*ve  transferred   the  Roman  fceptre  to  a 
:t?$$M  free  and:  Warlike  Barbarians.    But,  as  foon 
^asr  %ia  jof  Antioduhad  given  a  fon  and  heir  to 
the  .empire,, : the. prefumptive  rights  of  Bela  were 
aboHfrsd,    aad  he  wa*  deprived  of  his  promifed 
J>jpid^  i.  but  the  Hungarian  prince  r-efiimed  hi*  name 
and  the  kingdom  of  his  fathers,  and  difpiayed  fuch 
'XfetP&t  /a*  :might  excite  the  t egret  and  envy  of  the 
AJ#qksv.    The  foa  of  Maria  was  named  Alexius  ; 
j^ufctheageof. tat  years,  he  afcehded  the  Byzan- 
^inejhione,  after  his  father^  deceafe  had  clofed  the 
■  glories  of  the. Com^enian  line.  '* 
Aiern^Ti.  *c  ;Tb*  fraternal  fcoacord  of  the  two  fons  of  the 
&pt",*40'  grott'-Atariw*  haid^beCii fometimes  clouded  by  an 
•Charter    flpffcfitian  of  iatePeft  end  paflkm,     By  ambition, 
*d vcnrft    -.  Jfeao  *he  SAaftbctotor  was  excited  to  flifcht  and  re-  * 
Android-   '^likm,  Aotil  whence  he  was  reclaimed  by  the  firm- 
cui.  ski's  wid-^leiftencyar-JtAn  tbe-Handfome;    The 
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errors  of  Ifaac,  the  father  of  the  emperors  of  Tre-  fL?A  **• 
bizond,  were  fhort  and  venial ;  but  John,  the  elder 
of  Jiitf  fom,  renounced  for  ever  his  religion.  ,  Pro- 
voked by  a  nial  or  -imaginary  infult  of  his  uncFe, 
he  efcaped  from  the  Roman  to"  the'Turkiffi  camp : 
his  ^poftacy  Wa&  rewarded'  with  the*  fultax/s 
daughter,  the «  title  of  Chelebi,*  or  noble,  and  the 
inheritance- of  a  princely  eltate ;  and  in  the  fifteenth 
century,*  Mahothet  the  fecond  boaftid  of  his 
Imperial  ddcent  :from  the  Comnenian  family. 
Andronicus,  younger  brbther  of  John,  ion  of  Ifaac, 
and  grandfan  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  is  one  of  the 
moil  conspicuous  characters  of  the  age;  and  hk 
genuine  adventures  might  form  the  fubjeft  of  a 
very  lingular  romance.  To  juftify  the  choice  of 
.three  ladfes  o£  royal  birth;,  it* is  incumbent  on  me 
to  obfenre^tha*  their  fortunate  lover  was  caft  in  the 
beft  proportions  of  ftrengtlv  and  beauty ;  and  that 
thet.wasnt  of  .the  fofter  graces  was  fijpplied  \>y  a 
manly  countenance*  a  lofty  ftature,  athletic  mufcles, 
and  the  air  and  deportment  of  2  foldkr.  The  pre- 
fervatiou,  ia  1ms  old  age,  of  health  and  vigour*  was 
the  reward  of  temperance  and  ercerpfe.<  a  piece 
of  bread  and  a  draught  of  water  wepe  often  his  fole 
and  evening  repaft*  and  if  ho  taftedof  a  wikfcboir, 
or  a  (tag,  which  his  had  roafted  with  bis  own  hands, 
it  was  the  well-earned  fruit  of.  a  laborious  cfcact. 
Dextrous  in  arms,  he  was  ignorant  of  fear ;  his 
perfuafive  eloquence  could  band  to.  every  filiation 
and  chancer  of  life :  his  ftyle„  though/ not  his 
practice,  w^s  fafhioped  by  the  example  ofSt.  ftud  j 
and,  in  every  deed  of  mtfehief,  he  had  a  heart  to 
refolve,  a  head  to  contrive,  and  a  hand  to  oceqite. 
In  bis  youth,  after  the  death  of  the  empwor  John, 
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*€XLviii!'  ^^0fl°wed  *c  retreat  of  the  Roman  army;  but, 
in  the  march  through  Alia  Minor,  defign  or  acci- 
dent tempted  him  to  wander  in  the  mountains; 
the  hunter  was  encompafled  by  the  Turkiih  hunts- 
men, and  he  remained  fome  time  a  relu&ant  or 
willing  captive  in  the  power  of  the  fultan.     His 
virtues  and  vices  recommended  him  to  the  favour 
of  his  coufin :  he  fhared  the  perils  and  the  pleafures 
of  Manuel;  and  while  the  emperor  lived  in  public 
inceft  with  his  niece  Theodora,  the  affe&ions  of 
her  (ifter  Eudocia  were  feduced  and  enjoyed  by 
Andronicus.     Above  the  decencies  of  her  fex  and 
rank,  fhe  gloried  in  the  name  of  his  concubine ; 
-and  both  the  palace  and  the  camp  could  witnefe 
:that  (he  flept,  or  watched,  in  the  arms  of  her  lover. 
She  accompanied  him  to  his  niilitary  command  of 
'  Cilicia,  the  firft  fcene  of  his  valour  and  imprudence. 
He  prcfled,  with  aftive  ardour,  the  fiege  of  Mop- 
•fueftia:  the  day  was  employed  in  the  boldeft  at- 
tacks ;  but  the  night  was  wafted  in  fong  and  dance ; 
and  a  band  of  Greek  comedians  formed  the  choiceft 
part  6f  his  retinue.     Andronicus  was  furprifed  by 
the  fally  of  a  vigilant  foe ;  but,  while  his  troops 
'fled  in  diforder,  his  invincible  lance  tranfpierced 
•the  thickeft  ranks  of  the  Armenians.     On  Ks  re- 
'turn  to  the  Imperial  camp  in  Macedonia,  he  was 
•received  by' Manuel  *wifh  public  fmiles  and  a  pri- 
vate reproof;  but  the  dutchies  of  Naiflus,  Branifeba, 
and  Cftfroria,  were  the  reward  of  confolatipn  of  the 
unfuccefsful  general.      Eudocia  ft  ill   attended   his 
motions :  at  midnight,  their  tent  was  fuddenly  at- 
tacked by  her  angry  brothers,  impatient  to  expiate 
her  infamy  in  his  blood :  his  daring  fpirit  refufed 
•"      ■  her 
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her  advice,  and  the  difguife'of  a  female  habit y  c^*y/ 
and  boldly  ft arting  from  his  couch,  he  drfew  his  ^ 
fwoitij  and  cut  his  way  through  the  numerous 
aflilffihs.  It  was  here  that  he  'firft  betrayed  his 
ingratitude  arid*  treachery :  Tie  engaged  in  a  trea* 
fbnable  correfporidence  with  the  king  of  Hungary 
and ''the  German  t  emperor  :  approached  the  royal 
tent  at  a  fufpicious  hour,'  with  a  drawn '(word* 
and,  tinder  the  malk  of  a  Latin  foldier,  avowed  aii 
intetition  of  revenge  againft  a  mortal  foe ;  and  im- 
prudently prailed  the  fleetnefs  of  his  horfe,  a$  an 
infltument  of  flight  and  fafety.  The  monarch 
diflernbled  his  fufpicions  j  b(it,  after  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign,  Andronictfs  was  arretted  and  ftriftly 
confmed  in  a  tower  of  the  palace  of  Conftanti. 
nople. 

In  this  prifon  he  was  left  abQvc  twelve  years ;  ra 
moft  .  painful  reftraint,  from  which  the,thirft-of 
a&ion  aiid  pleafjire  perpetually  urged  him  to  efcape. 
Alone .  and  penfive,  he  •  perceived .  fqme  broken 
bricks  in  a  corner- of  the  chamber,  and  gradually 
widened  the  jpafTage,  till  he  had  explored  a  dayk 
and  forgotten  recefs.  Into  this  hole  he  conveyed 
himfelf,  and  the  remains  of  his  provisions,  replacing 
the  bricks  in  their  former  pofftioft,  and  erafiag 
with  care  the  footfteps  of  his  retreat.  -  A<  the  hour 
of  the  cuftomary  vifit,  his  guards  were  amazed  by 
the  filencc  and  folitude  of  the  prifon,  and  reported, 
with  fhame  and  fear,  his  incomprehensible  flight. 
The  gates  of  the  palace  and  city  were  inftatocly 
{hut  :  the  ftri&eft  orders  were  difpatched  mto  the 
provinces,  for  the  recovery  pf  the  fugitive  \-  and  his 
wife,  on  the  fufpicion  of  a  pious  a&,  was  bafely 

iftipri- 
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<^*  p-  imprifoned  in  the  feme  towen      At  the  dead  of 


night,  (he  beheld  a  fpeftre:    ffie  recognized  her 
huiband:  they  fhared  their  provifions;  and  a  fon 
was  the  fruit  of  thefe  ftolen  interviews,  which  alle- 
viated  the   tedioufnefe  qf  their  confinement.     In 
the  cuftody  of  a  woman,  the  vigilance  of  the  keepers 
was  infenfibly  relaxed ;  and  the  captive  had  accom- 
plished his  real  efcape,    when  he  was  difcovered, 
brought  back  to  Conftantinople,  and  loaded  with 
a  double  chain.      At  length  he  found  the  moment, 
and  the  means,  of  his  deliverance.      A  boy,  his 
domeftic  fervant,  intoxicated  the  guards,  and  ob- 
tained in  wax  the  impreffion  of  the  keys.    By  the 
diligence  of  his  friends,  a  fimilar  key,  with  a  bundle 
of  ropes,  was  introduced  into  the  prifon,  in  the 
bottom  of   a   hogshead.     Andronicus   employed, 
with  induftry  and  courage,  the  inftruments  of  his 
fafety,  unlocked  the  doors,   defcended  from  the 
tower,  concealed  himfelf  all  day  among  the  bulhes, 
and  fcaled  in  the  night  the  garden-wall  of  the 
palace.     A  boat  was  ftationed  for  his  reception : 
he  vifited  his  own  houfe,  embraced  his  children, 
call  away  his  chain,  mounted  a  fleet  horfe,  and 
dire&ed  his  rapid  courfe  towards  the  banks  of  the 
Danube.     At  Anchialus  in    Thrace,  an  Intrepid 
friend  fupplied  him  with  horfes  and  money:    he 
paffed  the  river,  traverfed  with  fpeed  the  defert  of 
Moldavia  and  the  Carpathian  hills,  and  had  almoit 
reached  the  town  of  Halicz,  in  the  Polifh  Ruflia, 
when  he  was  intercepted  by  a  party  of  Walachians, 
who  refolved  to  convey  their  important  captive  to 
Conftantinople.    His  prdence  of  mind  again  ex. 
tricated  him  from  this  danger.     Under  the  pretence 
*  of 
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of  ficknefs,  he  difniounted  in  the  night,  and  -was  CHAP. 

XL  VI II 

allowed  to  ftep  afide  from  the  troop :  he  planted 
in  the  ground  his  long  ftaff;  clothed  it  with  his  cap 
and  upper  garment ;  and,  dealing  into  the  wood, 
left  a  phantom  to  amufe,  for  fome  time,  the  eyes 
of  the  Walachians.     From  Halicz  he  was  honour- 
ably condu&ed  to  Kiow,  the  rcfidence  of  the  great 
duke/:  the  fubtle  (ireek  foon  obtained  the  efteerp 
and  confidence  of  Ieroflaus :  his  character  could 
ailume  the   manners  of  every  climate ;   and  the 
Barbarian*  applauded  his  ftrcngth  and  Gourage  in 
the  chace  of  the  elks  and  bears  of  the  foreft.     In 
this  northern  region  he  defer ved  the  forgivenefg.  of 
Manuel,  who  folicited  the  Ruffian  prince  to  join 
his  arras  in  the  invafion  of  Hungary.    The  influ- 
ence of  Andronkus  atchieved  this  important,  fer- 
vke:    his  private  treaty  was  figned  with  a  prp- 
mife  of  -fidelity  on  one  fide,  and  of  oblivion  on  the 
other;    and    he    marched  at  the    head    of  the 
Ruffian   cavalry,    from    the   Bory ftheites    to  ■  the 
Danube;  •  In  his  refentment  Manuel  had.  ever  fym- 
pathHed  with  the  martial  and  diffolute  character  of 
his  coufin;  and  his  free  pardon  was  fealedmtl^e 
aflauk  of  Zemlin,  in  which  he  was  fecond,  and 
fecond'only,  to  the  valour  of  the  emperor. 

No  fooner  was  the  exile  reftored  to  freedom  and 
his  country,  than  his  ambition  revived,  at  firft  to 
his  own,  and  at  length  to  the  public,  misfortune* 
A  daughter  of  Manuel  was  a  feeble  bar  to  the  fue- 
ceffion  of  the  more  deferring  males  of  the  Com- 
neraaa  blood :  her  future  marriage  with  the  prince 
of  Hungary  was  repugnant  to  the  hopes  or  preja* 
You  IX.  H  dices 
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chap,  dices  of  the  princes  and  nobles.     But  when  an  oath 
of  allegiance  was  required  to  the  prefumptive  heir, 
Andronicus  alone  afferted  the  honour  of  the  Roman 
name,   declined    the   unlawful   engagement,    and 
boldly  protefted  againft  the  adoption  of  a  ftranger. 
His  patriotifm  was  offenfive  to  the  emperor,  but 
he^fpoke  the  fenthnents  of  the  people,  and  was  re- 
moved from  the  royal'  prefence,  by  an  honourable 
baniihment,   a  fecond  command  of  the  Cilician 
frontier,  with  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  the  revenues 
of  Cyprus.     Jji  this  ftation,  the  Armenians  again 
exercifed  his  courage  and  expofed  his  negligence  ; 
and  the  fame  rebel,  who  baffled  all  his  operations, 
was  unhorfed,  and  almoft  flain  by  the  vigour  of  his 
lance.    But  Andronicus  foon  difcovered  a   more 
eafy  and  pleafing  conqueft,  the  beautiful  Philippa, 
filler  of  the  emprefs  Maria,  and  daughter  of  Ray- 
mond of  Poitou,  the  Latin  prince  of  Antxoch.     For 
her  fake,  he  deferted  his  ftation*  and  wafted  the 
fummer  in  balls  and  tournaments  :  to  his  love  fhe 
focrificed-her  innocence,  her  reputation,  and  the 
offer  of  an  advantageous  marriage.     But  the  re- 
fentment  of  Manuel  for  this  domeftic  affront,  inter- 
rupted his  pleafures  ;  Andronicus  left  the  indifcreet 
princefs  to  weep  and  to  repent;  and,  with  a  band 
of  desperate  adventurers,  undertook  the  pilgrimage 
of  Jerufalem.     His  birth,  his  martial  renown,  and 
profeffions  of  zeal,  announced  him  as  the  champiorr 
ef  the  crofs :  he  foon  captivated  both  the  clergy 
and  the  king ;  and  the  Greek  prince  was  inverted 
With  the  lordfhip   of  Berytus,   on  the   coaft  of 
Phoenicia.    In  his  neighbourhood  refided  a  youn^r 
*  .     and 
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tad   haftdfome   queen,   of  his    own  nation* "and  CBAP, 
family,  great-grand-daughter  of  the  emperor  Alexis, 
and  widow  of  Baldwin  the  third,  king  of  Jerufalem. 
She  vifited   and  loved  her  kinfman.      Theodora 
was   the  third  vi&im  of  his  amorous  feduttion ; 
and  her  ihame  was  more  public  and  fcandalous 
than  that  of  her  predcceffors.     The  emperor  ftill 
thirfted  for  revenge  ;  and  his  fubje&s  and  allies  of 
the  Syrian  frontier,  were  repeatedly  prefled  to  feize 
the  perfon,  and  put  out  the  eyes,  of  the  fugitive. 
In  Paleftine  he  was  no  longer  fafe ;  but  the  tender 
Theodora   revealed   his  danger  and  accompanied 
his  flight.     The  queen  of  Jerufalem  was  expofed 
to  the  Eaft,   his  obfequious  concubine ;  and  two 
illegitimate  children  were  the   Kving  monuments 
of  her  weaknefs.     Damafcus  was  his  firft  refuge ; 
and,  in  the  characters  of  the  great  Noureddin  and 
his  fervant  Saladin,  the  fuperftitious  Greek  might 
learn  to  revere  the  virtues  of  the  Muffulmans.     As 
the  friend  of  Noureddin  he  vifited,  moft  probably 
Bagdad,  and  the  courts  of  Perfia :  and,  after  a  long 
circuit  round  the  Cafpian  fea  and  the  mountains 
of  Georgia,  he   finally  fettle4   among  the  Turks 
of  Afia  Minor,  the  hereditary  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try.    The  fultan  of  Colonia  afforded  an  hofpitable 
retreat  to  Andronicus,  his  miftrefs,  and  his  band, 
of  outlaws :  the  debt  of  gratitude  was  paid  by  fre- 
quent inroads  in  the  Roman  province  of  Trebi- 
zond ;  and  he  feldom  returned  without  an  atnple 
harveft  of  fpoil  and  of  Chriftian  captives.     In  the 
ftory  of  his  adventures,  he  was  fond  of  comparing 
himfelf  to  David,  who  efcaped,  by  a  long  exile, 
the  fnares  of  the  wicked.     But  the  royal  prophet 
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chap,  (lie  prefumed  to  add)  was  content  to  lurk  on  the 
borders  of  Judaea,  to  flay  an  Amalekite,  and  to 
threaten,  in  his  miferable  ftate,  the  life  of  the 
avaricious  NabaL  The  excurfions  of  the  Comae-? 
nian  prince  had  a-  wider  range ;  and  he  had  fpread 
over  the  Eaftern  world  the  glory  of  his  name  and 
religion.  By  a  fentence  of  the  Greek  church  the 
licentious  rover  had  been  feparatcd  from  the  faith- 
&il ;  but  even  this  excommunication  may  prove, 
that  he  never  abjured  the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity* 
His  vigilance  had  eluded  or  repelled  the  open 
and  fecret  perfecution  of  the  emperor ;..  but  he  was 
at  length  enfnared  by  the  captivity  of  his  female 
companion.  The  governor  of  Trebizond  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  attempt  to  furprife  the  perfon  of 
Theodora:  the  queen  of  Jerufalem  and  her  two 
children  were  fent  to  Canftantinople,  and  their  lofs 
embittered  the  tedious  folitude  of  banifhment. 
The  fugitive  implored  and  obtained  a  final  pardon, 
with  leave  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  fove- 
reign,  who  was  fatisfied  with  the  fubmiffion  of  thi&; 
haughty  fpirit.  Proftrate  on  the  ground,  he  de- 
plored with  tears  and  groans  the  guilt  of  his  paft 
rebellion ;  nor  would  he  prefume  to  arife  unlefe 
fome  faithful  fobjeft  would  drag  him  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  by  an  iron  chain  with  which  lie  had 
fecretly  encircled  hi*  neck*  This  extraordinary 
penance  excited  the  wonder  and  pity  of  the  afietn- 
bly  ;  his  fins  were  forgiven  by  the  church  and  ftate; 
but  the  juft  fufpicion  of  Manuel  fixed  his  refidence 
at  a  diftance  from  the  court,  at  Oteftoe,.  a  town  of 
Pontes*  furrounded  with  rich  vineyards,  and  fkuate 
on  the  coaft  of  die  Euxine*    The  death  of  Manuel, 
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and  the  diforders  of  the  minority,  foon  opened  ^?v££' 
the  faireft  field  to  his  ambition.  The  emperor  was  a 
boy  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  without 
vigour,  or  wifdom,  or  experience :  his  mother, 
the  emprefs  Mary,  abandoned  her  perfon  and 
government  to  a  favourite  of  the  Comnenian  name ; 
and  his  fifter,  another  Mary,  whofe  hufband,  an 
Italian,  was  decorated  with .  the  title  of  Caefar, 
excited  a  -eonfpiracy,  and  at  length  an  infurreOion, 
againft  her  odious  ftepmother.  The  provinces 
were  forgotten,  the  capital  was  in  flames,  and  a 
century  of  peace  and  order  was  overthrown  in  the 
vice  and  weaknefc  of  a  few  months.  A  civil  war 
was  kindled  in  Conftantinople ;  the  two  factions 
fought  a  bloody  battle  in  the  fquare  of  the  palace, 
and  the  rebels  fuftained  a  regular  fiege  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  The  patriarch  laboured 
with  honeft  zeal  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  re- 
public, the  mod  refpedable  patriots  called  aloud 
for  a  guardian  and  avenger,  and  every  tongue  re- 
peated the  praife  of  the  talents  and  even  the  virtues 
of  Andronicus.  In  his  retirement,  he  affe&ed  to 
revolve  the  folemn  duties  of  his  oath :  u  If  the 
**  fafety  or  honour  of  die  Imperial  family  be 
**  threatened,  I  will  reveal  and  oppofe  the  mifchief 
"  to  the  utmpft  of  my  power/'  His  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  patriarch  and  patricians  was  feafoned 
with  apt  quotations  from  the  pfalms  of  David  and 
ftee  epiftles  of  St.  Paul ;  and  he  patiently  waited 
till  he  was  called  to  her  deliverance  by  the  voice  of 
his  country.  In  his  march  from  Oenoe  to  Conftan- 
tinople, Jiis  flender  train  infenfibly  fwelled  to  a 
crowd  and  an  army;  b:s  profeffions  of  religion 
H3  and 
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Savin"    aTK*  '°ya^y  were  nuftakea  for  the  language  of  his 
heart ;  and  the  fimplicity  of  a  foreign  drefs,  which 
fliewed  to  advantage  his  majeftic  ftatuce,  difplayed 
a  lively  image  of  his  poverty  and  exile.     All  oppo- 
fition  funk  before  him ;  he  reached  the  (freights  of 
the    Thracian    Bofphorus;    the   Byzantine   navy 
failed  from  the  harbour  to  receive  and  tranfport 
the  faviour  of  the  empire  :    the  torrent  was  loud 
and  irrefiftible,   and  the  infe&s  who  had  balked 
in  the  funfhine  of  royal  favour,  difappeared  at  the 
blaft  of  the  ftorm.    It  was  the  firft  care  of  Andro- 
nicus  to  occupy  the  palace,  to  falute  the  emperor, 
to  confine  his  mother,  to  punifh  her  minifter,  and 
to  reftore  the  public  order  and  tranquillity.     He 
then  vifited  the  fepulchre  of  Manuel :  the  fpe&ators 
were  ordered  to  ftand  aloof,  but  as  he  bowed  in 
the  attitude  of  prayer,  they  heard,  or  thought  they 
heard,  a  murmur  of  "triumph  and  revenge.     "  I  no 
"  longer  fear  thee,  my  old  enemy,  who  haft  driven 
«c  me  a  vagabond  to  every  climate  of  the  earth. 
•4  Thou   art   fafely  depofited   under  a  fevenfold 
**  dome,  from  whence  thou  canft  never  arife  till 
"  the  fignal  of  the  laft  trumpet.     It  is  now  my 
*'  turn,  and  fpeedily  will  I  trample  on  thy  afhes 
«c  and  thy  pofterity."     From   his  fubfequent  ty- 
ranny we   may  impute  fuch  feelings  to  the  man 
and  the  moment :  but  it  is  not  extremely  probable 
that  he  gave   an   articulate  found  to  his   fecret 
thoughts.    In  the  firft  months  of  his  adminiftration, 
his  defigns  were  veiled  by  a  fair  femblance  of  hypo- 
crify,  which  could  delude  only  the  eyes  of  the  mul- 
titude :   the  coronation  of  Alexius  was  performed 
with  due  folemnity,  and  his  perfidious  guardian, 

holding 
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holding  in  his  hands  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  9^J* 
molt  fervently  declared,  that  he  lived,  and  was 
ready  to  die,  for  the  fervice  of  his  beloved  pupil. 
But  his  numerous  adherents  were  inftruded  to 
maintain,  that  the  finking  empire  mud  perifh  in 
the  hands  of  a  child,  that  the  Romans  could  only 
be  faved  by  a  veteran  prince,  bold  in  arms,  (kilful 
in  policy,  and  taught  to  reign  by  the  -long  expe- 
rience of  fortune  and  mankind;  and  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  force  the  relu&ant 
modefty  of  Andronicus  to  undertake  the  burthen 
of  the  public  care.  The  young  emperor  was  him- 
felf  conitrained  to  join  his  voice  to  the  general  ac- 
clamation, and  to  folicit  the  aflbciation  of  a  col- 
league, who  inftantly  degraded  him  from  the  fu- 
preme  rank,  fecluded  his  perfon,  and  verified  the 
ra(h  declaration  of  the  patriarch,  that  Alexius  might 
be  confidered  as  dead,  fo  foon  as  he  was  committed 
to  the  cuftody  of  his  guardian.  But  his  death  was 
preceded  by  the  imprifonment  and  execution  of  his 
mother*  After  blackening  her  reputation,  and  in- 
flaming againit  her  the  paflions  of  the  multitude, 
the  tyrant  aecufed  and  tried  the  emprefs  for  a 
treasonable  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary* His  own  fon,  a  youth  of  honour  and  huma- 
nity, avowed  his  abhorrence  x)f  this  flagitious  ad, 
and  three  of  the  judges  had  the  merit  of  preferring 
their  confcience  to  their  fafety  ;  but  the  obfequious 
tribunal,  without  requiring  any  proof,  or  hearing 
any  defence,  condemned  the  widow  of  Manuel ; 
and  her  unfortunate  fon  fubfcribed  the  fentence  of 
her  death.  Maria  was  ftrangled,  her  corpfe  was 
.  H  4  buried 
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CHAf    buried  in  the  lea,  and  her  memory  was  wounded 
vI^-y-^1/  by  the  infult  moft  oflFenfive  to  female  vanity,  a 
falfe  and  ugly  representation  of  her  beauteous  form. 
The  fate  of  her  fon  was  not  long  deferred :  he  was 
{handled   with  a  bowftring,   and  the  tyrant,  in- 
fenfible   to   pity  or  remorfe,   after  furveying   the 
body  of  the  innocent  youth,  ftruck  it  rudely  with 
his  foot :  "  Thy  father,"  he  cried,  "  was  a  kn&ve% 
thy  mother  a  whore,  and  thyfelf  a  foal  J" 
Androni-        The  Roman  fceptre,  the  reward  of  his  crimes, 
cus  i.         wa$  held  by  Andronicus  about  three  years  and  a 
mis,  half  as  the  guardian  or  fovereign  of  the  empire. 

Ottober.3'  His  government  exhibited  a  fmgular  contraft  of 
vice  and  virtue.  When  he  liftened  to  his  pafEons, 
he  was  the  fcourge;  when  he  confolted  his  rea- 
fon,  the  father,  of  his  people.  In  the  exercife  of 
private  juftice,  he  was  equitable  and  rigorous :  a 
ihameful  and  pernicious  venality  was  abolifhed,  and 
the  offices  were,  filled  with  die  moft  deferving 
candidates  by  a  prince  who  had  fenfe  to  chufe, 
and  feverity  to  punifh.  He  prohibited  the  inhu- 
man practice  of  pillaging  the  goods  and  perfons  of 
fbipwrectoed  mariners ;  the  provinces,  fo  long  the 
obje&s  of  oppreflion  or  negleft,  revived  in  pro* 
fptrity  and  plenty  ;  and  millions  applauded  the  dif- 
tant  bleflings  of  his  reign,  while  he  was  curfed  by 
the  witnefles  of  his  daily  cruelties.  The  ancient 
proverb,  That  blood-thirfty  is  the  man  who  re- 
turns from  banifliment  to  power,  had  been  ap- 
plied with  too  much  truth  to  Marius  and  Tiberius  ; 
apd  was  now  verified  for  the  third  time  in  the  life 
of  Andronicus*  His  memory  was  JLored  with  a 
biack  lift  of  the  enemies  and  rivals,  who  had  tra-- 
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duced  fab  merit,  oppofed  his  greatnefs,  or  inftlfr.  ^  J*  A  P* 
ed  his  misfortunes ;  and  the  only  comfort  of  his 
exile  was  the  facred  hope  and  promife  of  revenge. 
The  neceflary  extinftion  of  the  young  emperor 
and  his  mother,  impofed  the  fatal  obligation  of 
extirpating  the  friends,  who  hated,  and  might 
puniih,  the  afiaifin;  apd  the  repetition  of  murder 
rendered  him  lefs  willing,  and  Ids  able,  to  forgive. 
An  horrid  narrative  of  the  vi£tims  whom  he  facri- 
ficed  by  poifon  or  the  fword,  by  the  fea  or  the  flames, 
would  be  lefs  eacpreffive  of  his  cruelty  than  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Halcyon-days,  which  was  applied 
to  a  rare  and  blpodlefs  week  of  repofe :  the  ty- 
rant drove  to  transfer,  on  the  laws  and  the  judges, 
fome  portion:  of  ins  guilt ;  bat  the  mafk  was  fallen, 
and  ins  iabje&s  could  no  longer  miftake  the 
true  author  of  their  calamities.  The  nobleft  of 
the  Greeks,  more  efperially  thofe  who,  by  defcent 
or  alliance,  might  difpure  the  Comnenian  inhe- 
ritance, efcaped  from  die  monitor's  den :  Nice  or 
Praia,  Sicily  or  Cyprus,  were  their  places  of  re- 
fuge; and  as  their  flight  was  already  criminal, 
they  aggravated  their  offence  by  an  open  revolt, 
and  the  Imperial  title.  Yet  Andronicus  refitted 
the  daggers  and  fwords  of  his  moft  formidable 
enera  es :  Nice  and  Prufa  were  reduced  and  chaf- 
tifed :  the  Sicilians  were  content  with  the  fade  of 
Thefialonica;  and  the  diftance  of  Cyprus  was  not 
more  propitious  to  the  rebel  than  to  the  tyrant* 
His  throne  was  fubverted  by  a  rival  without  me* 
rit,  and  a  people  without  arms.  Ifaac  Angelus, 
a  defcendant  in  the  female  line  from  the  great 
Alexins,  was  marked  as  a  vi&m,  by  the  prudence 
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*xlvh?*  or  fopcrftition  of  the  emperor.  In  a  moment  of 
defpair,  Angelus  defended  his  life  and  liberty, 
flew  the  executioner,  and  fled  to  the  church  of  .St. 
Sophia.  The  fan&u^ry  was  infenfibly  filled  with 
a  curious  and  mournful  crowd,  who,  in  his  fate, 
prognofticated  their  own.  But  their  lamentations 
were  foon  turned  to  curies,  and  their  curies  to 
threats :  they  dared  to  aft,  "  Why  do  we  fear  ? 
"  why  do  we  obey  ?  We  are  many,  and  he  is  one ; 
<c  our  patience  is  the  only  bond  of 'our  flavery/* 
With  the  dawn  of  day  the  city  burft  into  a  ge- 
neral fedition,  the  prifons  were  thrown  open,  the 
coldeft  and  mod  fervile  were  roufed  to  the  defence 
of  their  country,  and  Ifaac,  the  fecond  of  the  name, 
was  railed  from  the  fan&uary  to  the  throne.  Un- 
confcious  of  his  danger,  the  tyrant  was  abfent ; 
withdrawn  from  the  toils  of  ftate,  in  the  delicious 
iflands  of  the  Propontis.  He  had  contra&ed  an 
indecent  marriage  with  Alice,  or  Agnes,  daughter 
of  Lewis  the  feventh,  of  France,  and  relift  of  the 
unfortunate  Alexius;  and  his  fociety,  more  fuit- 
able  to  his  temper  than  to  his  age,  was  compofed 
of  a  young  wife  and  a  favourite  concubine.  On  the 
firft  alarm  he  rufhed  to  Conftantinople,  impatient 
for  the  blood  of  the  guiky ;  but  he  was  aftoniflfed 
by  the  filence  of  the  palace,  the  tumult  of  the  city, 
and  the  general  defertion  of  mankind.  Androni- 
cus  proclaimed  a  free  pardon  to  his  fubje&s  ; 
they  neither  defired,  nor  would  grant,  forgivenefe  : 
he  offered  to  refign  the  crown  to  his  fon  Manuel ; 
but  the  virtues  of  the  fon  could  not  expiate  his 
father's  crimes.  The  fea  was  ftill  open  for  his 
retreat  j  but  the  news  of  the  revolution  had  flownr 

along 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  107 

along  the  coaft ;  when  fear  had  ceafed,  obedtence  CHAP, 
was  no  more ;  the  Imperial  galley  was  purfued  and 
taken  by  an  armed  brigantiae ;  and  the  tyrant  was 
dragged  to  the  prefence  of  Ifaac  Angelus,  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  a  long  chain  round  his  neck. 
His  eloquence,  and  the  tears  of  his  female  com- 
panions, pleaded  in  vain  for  his  life;  but,  inftead 
of  the  decencies  of  a  legal  execution,'  the  new  mo- 
narch abandoned  the  criminal  to  the  numerous 
fuiFerers,  whom  he  had  deprived  of  a  father,  an 
hufband,  or  a  friend.  His  teeth  and  hair,  an  eye 
and  a  hand,  were  .torn  from  him,  as  a  poor  cora- 
penfation  for  their  lofs  ;  and  a  fhort  refpite  was  al- 
lowed, that  he  might  feel  the  bitternefs  of  death. 
Aftride  on  a  camel,  without  any  danger  of  a  refcue, 
he  was  carried  through  the  city,  and  the  bafeft  of 
the  populace  rejoiced  to  trample  on  the  fallen  ma- 
jefty  of  their  prince.  After  a  thoufand  blows  and 
outrages,  Andronicus  was  hung  by  the  feet,  be- 
tween two  pillars  that  fupported  the  ftatues  of  a 
wolf  and  fow ;  and  every  hand  that  could  reach 
the  public  enemy,  infli&ed  on  his  body  fome  mark 
of  ingenious  or  brutal  cruelty,  till  two  friendly  or 
furious  Italians,  plunging  their  fwords  into  his 
body,  reieafed  him  from  all  human  punifhment. 
In  this  long  and  painful  agony,  "  Lord  have 
"  mercy  upon  me!  and  why  will  you  bruife  a 
"  broken  reed  ?"  were  the  only  words  that  efcap- 
ed  from  his  mouth.  Our  hatred  for  the  tyrant  is 
loft  in  pity  for  the  man ;  nor  can  we  blame  his 
pufillanimous  resignation,  fince  a  Greek  Chriflian 
was  no  longer  mailer  of  his  life. 

"  I  have 
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CHAP.       I  have  been  tempted  to  expatiate  on  the  extra- 
y^^^^J  ordinary  chara&er  and  adventures  of  Andronicus  ; 
ifaac  ii.     but  I  (hall  here  terminate  the  feries  of  the  Greek 
A^.Kiiisf  €m?€Tors  ft11^  t^le  **me  °f  Heraclius.   The  branches 
Sept.  12.     that  fprang  from  the  Comnenian  trunk  had   in- 
fenfibly  withered  ;  and  the  male  line  was  continued 
only  in  the  pofterity  of  Andronicus  himfelf,  who, 
in  the  public  confufion,  ufurped  the  fovereignty 
of  Trebizond,  fo  obfeure  in  hiftory,  and  fo  famous 
in  romance.     A  private   citizen  of  Philadelphia, 
Conftantine  Angelus,  had  emerged  to  wealth  and 
honours,  by  his  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  the 
emperor  Alexius.    His  fon  Andronicus  is  confpi- 
cuous  only  by  his  cowardice.     His  grandfon  Ifaac 
punifhed  and  fucceeded  the  tyrant;   but  he  was 
dethroned  by  his  own  vices,  and  the  ambition  of 
A.D.U04,  his  brother;  and  their  difcord  introduced  the  La- 
April  n.     tjns  t0  the  conqueft  0f  Conftantinople,   the  firft 
great  period  in  the  fall  of  the  Eaftern  empire. 

If  we  compute  the  number  and  duration  of  the 
reigns,  it  will  be  found,  that  a  period  of  fix 
hundred  years  is  filled  by  fixty  emperors,  includ- 
ing in  the  Auguftan  lift  fome  female  fovereigns ; 
and  deduftmg  fome  ufurpers  who  were  never  ac* 
knowledged  in  the  capital,  and  fome  princes  who  m 
did  not  live  to  poffefe  their  inheritance.  The  ave- 
rage proportion  will  allow  ten  years  for  each  em- 
peror, far  below  the  chronological  rule  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  who,  from  the  experience  of  more  receq| 
and  regular  monarchies,  has  defined  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  years  as  the  term  of  an  ordinary  reign* 
The  Byzantine  empire  was  mod  tranquil  and  pro* 

fperotu 
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iperous  when  it  could  acquiefce  in  hereditary  fuc-  chap. 
ceflion;    five  dynafties,   the  Heraclian,    Ifaurian, 
Amorian,  Bafilian,  and  Comnenian  families,  en- 
joyed and  tranfmitted  the  royal  patrimony  during 
thair  refpedive  feries,  of  five,   four,  three,  fix, 
and  four  generations ;  feveral  princes  number  the 
years  of  their  reign  with  thofe  of  their  infancy ; 
and  Conftantine  the  feventh  and  his  two  grandfons 
occupy  the  fpace  of  an  entire  century.     But  in  the 
intervads  of  the  Byzantine  dynafties,  the  fucceffion 
is  rapid  and  broken,  and  the  name  of  a  fuccefsful 
candidate  is  fpeedily  erazed  by  a  more  fortunate 
competitor.     Many  were  the  paths  that  led  to  the 
fummit  of  royalty;    the  fabric   of  rebellion  was 
overthrown  by  the  ftroke  of  cdlifpiracy,  or  under- 
mined  by  the  filent  arts  of  intrigue  ;  the  favourites 
of  the  foldiers  or  people,  of  the  fenate  or  clergy, 
of  the  wopaen  and  eunuchs,  were  altelrnately  cloth- 
ed with  the  purple :  the  means  of  their  elevation 
were  bafe,  and  their  end  was  often  contemptible  or 
tragic.     A  being  of  the  nature  of  man,  endowed 
with  the  fame  faculties,  but  with  a  longer  meafure 
of  exiftence,  would  caft.  down  a  {mile  of  pity  and 
contempt  on  the  crimes  and  follies  of  human  am- 
bition, fo  eager,  in  a  narrow  fpan,  to  grafp  at  a 
precarious  and  fhort-lived  enjoyment.     It  is  thus 
that  the  experience  of  hiftory  exalts  and  enlarges 
the  horizon  of  our  intelle&ual  view.     In  a  compo- 
fition  of  fome  days,  in  a  perufal  of  fome  hours, 
fix  hundred  years  have  rolled  away,  and  the  du- 
ration of  a  life  or  reign  is  contra&ed  to  a  fleeting 
moment :  the  grave  is  ever  befide  the  throne ;  the 

fuccefs 
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chap,    fuccefs  of  a  criminal  is  almoft  inftantly  followed 
XL  ll  '    by  the  lofs  of  his  prize ;  and  our  immortal'  reafon 
furvives  and  difdains  the  fixty  phantoms  of  kings 
who  have  pafled  before  our  eyes,  and  faintly  clwell 
on  our  remembrance.     The  obfervation,  that,  in 
every  age  and  climate,  ambition  has  prevailed  with 
the  fame  commanding  energy,  may  abate  the  fur- 
prize  of  a  philofopher ;  but  while  he  condemns  the 
vanity,  he  may  fearch  the  motive,  of  this  univer- 
sal defire  to  obtain  and  hold  the  fceptre  of  dominion. 
To  the  greater  part  of  the  Byzantine  feries,  we  can- 
not reafonably  afcribe  the  love  of  fame  and  of  man- 
kind.    The  virtue  alone  of  John  Comnenus  was  be- 
neficent and  pure:  the  mod  illuftrious  of  the  princes, 
who  precede  or  follow  that  refpe&able  name,  have 
trod  with  fome  dexterity  and  vigour  the  crooked 
and  bloody  paths  of  a  felfifh  policy ;  in  fcrutinizing 
the  imperfeft  charafters  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian,  Bafil 
the  firft,  and  Alexius  Comnenus,  of  Theophilus, 
the   fecond    Bafil,  and   Manuel    Comnenus,   'our 
clteem  and  cenfure  are  almoft  equally  balanced; 
and  the   remainder  of  the  Imperial  crowd  could 
only  defire  arid  expeft  to  be  forgotten  by  pofterity. 
Was  perfonal  happinefs  the  aim  and  obje&  of  their 
ambition  ?  I  flaall  not  defcant  on  the  vulgar  topics 
of  the  mifery  of  kings ;  but  I  may  furely  obferve, 
that   their   condition,   of  all  others,    is  the  moft 
pregnant  with  fear,    and  the  lealt  fufceptible   of 
hope.     For  thefe  oppofite  paffions,  a  larger  fcope 
was  allowed  in  the  revolutions  of  antiquity,  than 
in   the  fmooth   and  folid  temper  of  the  modern 
workl,  which  cannot  eafily  repeat  either  the  triumph 

of 
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of  Alexander  or  the  fall  of  Darius.  But  the  pe-  SJ?yLf  • 
culiar  infelicity  of  the  Byzantine  princes  expofed 
them  to  domeftic  perils,  without  affording  any 
lively  promife  of  foreign  conqueft.  From  the  pin- 
nacle of  gteatn?fs9  Andronicus  was  precipitated  by 
a  death  more  cruel  and  fhameful  than  that  of  the 
vileft  malefa&or ;  but  the  moft  glorious  of  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  much  more  to  dread  from  their  fub- 
je&s  than  to  hope  from  their  enemies.  The  army 
was  licentious  withour  fpirit,  the  nation  turbulent 
without  freedom :  the  Barbarians  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  preffed  on  the  monarchy,  and  the  lofs  of  the 
provinces  was  terminated  by  the  final  fenitude  of 
the  capital. 

The  entire  feries  of  Roman  emperors,  from  the 
firft  of  the  Caefars  to  the  laft  of  the  Conftantines, 
extends  above  fifteen  hundred  years  :  and  the  term 
of  dominion  unbroken  by  foreign  conqueft,  fur- 
paffes  the  meafure  of  the  ancient  monarchies ;  the 
Affyrians  or  Medes,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Cyrus,  or 
thofe  of  Alexander. 


na  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP.     XLIX. 

Introduction,  Worjhip,  and  Perfection  of  Images.— 
Revolt  of  Italy  and  Ro?ne.—Temporal  Dominion 
§f  tie  Popes. — Conquejl  of  Italy  by  the  Franks. 
—Ejiabjifhrnent  of  Images. — Cbarafier  and  Co- 
rotation  of  Charlemagne. — Rejloration  and  Be- 
cay  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  Weji. — Inde- 
pendence of  Italy. — Conftitution  of  the  Germanic 
Body. 

CHAP.    Tn  the , connection  of  the   church  and  ftate,    I 

vJ^L/       have  confidered  the  former  as  fubfervient  only* 

Introduc-    and  relative,  to  the  latter ;  a  falutary  maxim,  if  in 

images  in-  fa&,  at  well  as  in  narrative,  it  had  ever  been  held 

Oriftian     ^acre<*'     ^^  oriental  philofophy  of  the  Gnoftics, 

church.      the  dark  abyfc  of  predeftination  and  grace,  and  the 

ftrange  transformations  of  the  Eucharift  from  the 

fign  to  the  fubftance  of  Chrift's  body  %  I  have 

purpofely  abandoned  to  the  curiofity  of  fpeculative 

divines.    But  I  have  reviewed,  with  diligence  and 

pleafure,  the  objeds  of  ecclefiaftical  hiitory,  by 

which  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire 

*  The  learned  Selden  has  given  the  hiftory  of  tranfobftantistion  fa 
a  comprehenfive  and  pithy  fentence.  "  This  opinion  is  only  rhetoric 
"  turned  into  logic-  (His  Works,  vol.  tii.  p.  ao7f«  in  his  Table- 
talk.) 
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were  materially  affe&ed,  the  propagation  of  Chrift-  CJ?£P 
ianity,  the  conftitution  of  the  Catholic  church, 
the  ruin  of  Paganifm,  and  the  fe&s  that  arofe  from 
the  myfterious  controverfies  concerning  the  Tri- 
nity and  incarnation.  At  the  head  of  this  clafs, 
we  may  juftly  rank  the  worlhip  of  images,  fo 
fiercely  difputed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries ; 
fince  a  queftion  of  popular  fuperftition  produced 
the  revolt  of  Italy,  the  temporal  power  of  the 
popes,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  Roman  empire  in 
the  Weft. 

The  primitive  Chriftians  were  poffeflfed  with  an 
unconquerable  repugnance  to  the  ufe  and  abufe  of 
images,  and  this  averfion  may  be  afcribed  to  their 
defcent  from  the  Jews,  and  their  enmity  to  the 
Greeks.  The  Mofaic  law  had  feverely  profcribed 
all  representations  of  the  Deity  ;  and  that  precept 
was  firmly  eftablifhed,  in  the  principles  and  pradice 
of  the  chofen  people.  The  wit  of  the  Chriftian 
apologifts  was  pointed  agaiiift  the  foolifh  idolaters, 
who  bowed  before  the  workmanfliip  of  their  own 
hands ;  the  images  of  brafs  and  marble,  which 
had  they  been  endowed  with  fenfe  arid  motion, 
fliould  have  ftarted  rather  from  the  -pedeftal  to 
adore  the  creative  powers  of  the  artift*.  Per- 
haps fome  recent  and  imperfeft  converts  of  *  the 
Gnoftic  tribe,  might  crown  the  ftatues  of  Chrift 
and  St.  Paul  with  the  profane  honours  which  they  J 

*Nec  intellrgunt  homines  ineptHfimi,  quAd  fi  fentire  fimulacra  ct 
moveYi  poffent,  aVioratura  hominem  fuiflcnt  a  quo  fust  rxpolita 
(Dfrfn.  Inftitat.  lii.  c.  ».).     La&ant'ms  ia  the  laft,  as  well  as  the  • 
moft*loquetitrf4dic  Latin  apologifts.    J  heir  raillery  of  idok  attacks   . 
Dot  only  the  objecl  but  the  form  and  nutter.  *  j 

Vdt.IX.  I  paid 


u4  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,  paid  to  thofe  of  Ariftotle  and  Pythagoras 3 ;  but 
v^-^  the  public  religion  of  the  Catholics  was  uniformly 
fimple  and  fpiritual ;  and  the  firft  notice  of  the  ufe 
of  piftures  is  in  the  cenfure  of  the  council  of  Illi- 
beris,  three  hundred  years  after  the  Chriftian  aera. 
Under  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine,  in  the  peace 
and  luxury  of  the  triumphant  church,  the  more 
prudent  bifliops  condefcended  to  indulge  a  vifible 
fuperftition,  for  the  benefit  of  the  multitude;  and, 
after  the  ruin  of  Paganifm,  they  were,  no  longer 
reftrained  by  the  apprehenfion  of  an  odious  parallel; 
The  firft  introduction  of  a  fymbolic  worlhip  was 
in  the  veneration  of  the  crofs,  and  of  relics.  The 
faints  and  martyrs,  whofe  interceffion  was  im- 
plored, were  feated  on  the  right  hand  of  God  ; 
but  the  gracious  ^thd  often  fupernatural  favours, 
which,  in  the  popular  belief,  were  fhowered  round 
their  tomb,  conveyed  an  unqueftionable  fan&ion 
of  the'  devout  pilgririis,  who  vifited,  and  touched, 
and  kifled,  thefe  lifelefs  remains,  the  memorials 
of  thfcir  merits  and  fufferings  4.  But  a  memorill, 
more  interefting  than  the  fkull  or  the  fandak  of  a 
departed  worthy,  is  a  faithful  copy  of  his  perfon 
and  features  delineated  by  the  arts  of  painting 
or  fculpture.  In  every  age,  fuch  copies,  fo  con- 
genial to  human  feelings,  have  been  cheriihed  by 
the  zeal  of  private  friendfliip,  or  public  efteem  i 
the  images  of  the  Roman  emperors  were  adored 

5  8ec  TrenaMis,  Epiphanivs,  ami  Auguftin  (Rafnage,  Hift.  ties 
Eglilta  Reformers,  torn.  it.  p.  1313.)-  This  Gnoftic  practice  ha>.  a 
lingular  affinity  with  the  private  worfhip  of  Alexander  Scveiui 
(Lampriclius,  c.  19.  Lindner,  Heathen  J  eftimonies,  vol.  iii.  p.  14..). 

♦  See  this  Hiftorr,  vol.  iii.  p.ijt.;  vol.  iv.  p.  ice. ;  vol.  y. 
p.  12:— 13^ 
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with  civil  and  almoft  religious  honours ;  a  reve- 
rence lefs  oftentarious,  but  more  fincere,  was  ap- 
plied to  the  ftatues  of  fages  and  patriots  ;  and  thefe 
profane  virtues,  thefe  fplendid  fins,  difappeared 
in  the  prefence,  of  the  holy  men,  who  had  died  for 
their  celeftial  and  everlafting  country.  At  firft,  the 
experiment  was  made  with  caution  and  fcruple  ;  and 
the  venerable  pidures  were  difcreetly  allowed  to 
inftru&  the  ignorant,  to  awaken  the  cold,  and  to 
gratify  the  prejudices  of  the  heathen  profelytes.  By 
a  flow  though  inevitable  progreflion,  the  honours 
of  the  original  were  transferred  to  the  copy :  the 
devout  ChrifliaH  prayed  before  the  image  of  a  faint; 
and  the  Pagan  rites  of  genuflexion,  luminaries* 
and  incenfe,  again  flole  into  the  Catholic  church* 
The  /cruples  of  reafon,.  or  piety,  were  filenced  by 
the  ftrong  evidence  of  vifions  and  miracles ;  and 
the  pictures  which  fpeak,  and  move,  and  bleed, 
mufl  be  endowed  with  a  divine  energy,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  the  proper  objefts  of  religious 
adoration.  The  mod  audacious  pencil  might 
tremble  in  the  rafti  attempt  of  defining,  by  forms 
and  colours,  the  infinite  Spirit,  the  eternal  Father* 
who  pervades  and  fuftains  the  univerfe s.  But  the 
fuperftitious  mind  was  more  eafily  reconciled  to 
paint  and  to  worfhip  the  angels,  and,  above  all,  the 


CHAP. 
XLIX. 


Their 
worfhip. 


*  Ov  yap  to   0-iot  awtet    vira^or    x<x»    aXmrror  fxo^pnK;   fm  xatt 

frtouiu.ixp*  *&><**  rifjixt  */*«$  $ny*u*a.(j.tr  (Concilium  Nicennm,ii.  in 
Collect.  Labb.  torn.  viii.  p.  10x5.  edit  Venet.).  II  feroit  peut^tre 
a-propos  de  ne  point  (ouffrir  damages  de  la  Trinite  ou  de  la  Divi- 
nitc;  ks  defenfeurs  les  plus  zeles  des  images  ayant  condamne  celles 
ci,  ct  le  concile  dc  T  rente  ne  parlant  que  des  images  de  Jefus  Chrift 
et  d«rs  Saints  (Uupin,  Bibliot.  Ecclef.  tom.^i.  p.  154.)* 

la  Son 
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chap.  Son  of  God,  under  the  human  fhape,  which,  oil 
^  -w_  'j  earth,  they  have  condefcended  to  aflume.  The 
fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity  had  been  clothed  with 
a  real  and  mortal  body ;  but  that  body  had  afcend- 
cd  into  heayen,  and,  had  not  fome  fimilitude  been 
prefented  to  the  eyes  of  his  difciples,  the  fpiritual 
worlhip  of  Chrift  might  have  been  obliterated  by 
the  vifible  relics  and  reprefentations  of  the  faints. 
A  fimilar  indulgence  was  requifite,  and  propitious, 
for  the  Virgin  Mary :  the  place  of  her  burial  was 
unknown ;  and  the  affumption  of  her  foul  and 
body  into  heaven  was  adopted  by  the  credulity  of  the 
Greeks  and  Latins.  The  ufe,  and  even  the  worlhip, 
of  images,  was  fiimly  eftablifhed  before  the  end  of 
the  fixth  century;  they  were  fondly  cheriihed  by 
the  warm  imagination  of  the  Greeks  and  Afiatics  : 
the  Pantheon  and  Vatican  were  adorned  with  the 
emblems  of  a  new  fuperftition  ;  but  this  femblance 
of  idolatry  was  more  coldly  entertained  by  the  rude 
Barbarians  and  the  Arian  clergy  of  the  Weft.  The 
bolder  forms  of  fculpture,  in  brafs  or  marble, 
which  peopled  the  temples  of  antiquity,  were 
offenfive  to  the  fancy  or  conference  of  the  Chrift- 
ian  Greeks  ;  and  a  fmooth  furface  of  colours  has 
ever  been  efteemed  a  more  decent  and  harmlefs 
mode  of  imitation  *. 
Thcimage  The  merit  and  effe£t  of  a  copy  depends  on  its 
of  Edcfla.    ygjfendaknce  with  the  original }   but  the  primitive 

6  This  general  hiftory  of  images  is  drawn  from  the  xxii'  book  of 
the  Hift.  des  Eglifes  Reformers  of  Bafnage,  torn.  ii.  p.  1310— 1337* 
He  was  a  proteftant,  but  of  a  manly  fpirit ;  and  on  this  head  the 
proteftants  are  fo  notorioufly  in  the  right,  that  they  can  venture  to 
be  impartial.  See  the  perplexity  of  poor  friar  Pagf s  Critica,  torn.  i. 
pi  41, 

Chriftian* 
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Chriftians  were  ignorant  of  the  genuine  features  c^Lfxp' 
of  the  Son  of  God,  his  mother,  and  his 
apoftles :  the  ftatue  of  Chrift  at  Paneas  in  Pale- 
stine7 was  more  probably  that  of  fome  temporal 
faviour;  the  Gnoftics  and  their  profane  monu- 
ments were  reprobated  $  and  the  fancy  of  the  Chrift- 
ian  artifts  could  only  be  guided  by  the  clandeftine 
imitation  of  fome  heathen  model.  In  this  diftrefs, 
a  bold  and  dextrous  invention  affured  at  once  the 
Ukenefs  of  the  image  and  the  innocence  of  the 
worfhip.  A  new  fuperftru&ure  of  fable  was  raifed 
on  the  popular  bafis  of  a  Syrian  legend,  on  the  cor* 
refpondente  of  Chrift  and  Abgarus,  fo  famous  in 
the  days  of  Eufebius,  fo  reluctantly  deferted  by 
our  modern  advocates.  The  bifliop  of  Caefarea  * 
records  the  epiftle  *,  but  he  mod  ftrangely  forgets 

the 

7  After  removing  fome  rubbi/h  of  miracle  and  incohfiftency,  it  may 
be  allowed,  that  as  late  as  the  year  300,  Paneas  in  Paleftinc  was  de- 
corated with  a  bronze  ftatue,  repref eitfing  a  grave  perfonage  wrapt 
in  a  clonk,  with  a  grateful  or  fuppliant  female  kneeling  before  him, 
and  that  an  infcriprion«-Ta/  E»ritf»»  r»  suf^crr— rwat  perhaps  in- 
icribed  on  the  pedeftaK  by  the  Chriftiansj  this  groupe  was  fooliflily 
explained  of  their  founder  and  the  foer  woman  whom  he  had  cured 
of  the  bloody  flux  (Eufebf  vii.  1*.  Phijoftorg,  vii.  3,  &c).  M.  de 
Ik  au  fob  re  more  reafonably  conjectures  the  philofophcr  Apoltonius, 
or  the  emperor  Vefpafian  ;  in  the  latUr  fiippofition,  the  female  is  a 
pity,  a  province,  or  perhaps  the  queen  pcrenice  (Bibliotheque  Ger- 
manique,  torn.  xiii.  p.  1— 9a.)' 

*Eufeb.  Hift,  Ecclef.  1.  i.  c.  13.  The  Jearned  Aflemannus  has 
bought  up  the  collateral  aid  of  three  Synaps,,  St.  Ephrcm,  Jofua 
Stylites,  and  James  bifhop  of  Sarug  j  but  I  do.  not  find  any  notice 
of  the  Syriac  original  or  the  archives  of  Edefla  (Bibliot.  Orient, 
torn.  i.  p. 318.  4*fl.  554) i  t*lc*r  vague  belief  is  probably  derived 
froifrthe  Greeks. 

9  The  evidence  for  thefe  epMHes  is  ftated  and  rejected  by  the  can- 
did Lardner  (HeathenTefti monies,  vpl.  i.  p.  197—309.)-  A'^ong  the 
Ji£rd  of  bigots  yvho  are  forcibly  driyen  from  this  convenient,  but 

J 1  untenable, 
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Cxlix.P'  the  picture  of  Chrift10;  the  perfeft  impreffion  of 
y_  ^-  .  his  face  on  a  linen,  with  which  he  gratified  the 
faith  of  the  royal  ftranger,  who  had  invoked  his 
healing  power,  and  offered  the  ftrong  city  of  Edeffa 
to  proteft  him  againft  the  malice  of  the  Jews.  The 
ignorance  of  the  primitive  church  is  explained  by 
the  long  imprifonment  of  the  image  in  a  nich  of 
the  wall,  from  whence,  after  an  oblivion  of  five 
hundred  years,  it  was  releafed  by  fome  prudent 
bifhop,  and  feafonably  prefented  to  the  devotion  of 
<  the  times.  Its  fir  ft  and  mod  glorious  exploit  was  the 
deliverance  of  the  city  from  the  arms  of  Chofroes 
Nufhirvan  j  and  it  was  foon  revered  as  a  pledge 
of  the  divine  promife,  that  Edeffa  ihould  never  be 
taken  by  a  foreign  enemy.  It  is  true  indeed,  that 
the  text  of  Procopius  afcribes  the  double  deliver- 
ance of  Edeffa,  to  the  wealth  and  valour  of  her 
citizens,  who  purchafed  the  abfence  and  repelled  die 
affaults  of  the  Perfian  monarch.  He  was  ignorant, 
the  profane  hiftorian,  of  the  teftimony  which  he 
is  compelled  to  deliver  in  the  ecclefiaftical  page  of 
Evagrius,  that  the  Palladium  was  expofed  on  the 

untenable  poft,  I  amafhamed,  wjjth  th?  Grabes,  Caves,  Tillcmonts, 
&c  to  difcover  Mr.  Addifon,  an  Englifh  gentleman  (his  Works, 
vol.  i.  p.  528.   Bafkervillc's  edition);  but  his  fuperficial  trad  on  the 
Chriftian  religion  owes  its  credit  to  his  name,  his  fty  le,  and  the  in~ 
tcrefted  applaufe  of  our  clergy. 

10  From  the  filence  of  James  of  Sarug  (Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient. 
p.  289.  ji8.)i«nid  the  teftimony  of  Evagrius  (Hift.  Ecclef.  I.  iv.c.  *;.)» 
I  conclude  tnat  this  fabte  was  invented  between  the  years  511  ami 
594,  moft  probably  after  the  fiege  of  Edefla  in  540  (^(Teman.  torn.  i. 
p.  4.16.  I'rocopius,  de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i:.)«  It  is  the  fword  and 
buckler  of  Gregory  II.  (in  Epift  i.  and  Leon.  Ifaur.  Convl!. 
torn.  viii.  p.  656,  657.),  of  John  Damafcenus  (Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  iS  *^ 
*  edit.  Lequien),  and  of  the  fecond  Nicene  Council  (A&io,  v. 
p.  1030.)  The  moft  perfect  edition  may  be  found  in  Cedrenus 
(Compend.  p.  17$— *yt.)- 

rampart> 
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-rampart,  and  that  the  water  which  had  been  fprin-   chap. 
kled  on  the  holy  face,  inftead  of  quenching,  added       XL,X- 
new  fuel  to  the  flames  of  the  befieged.     After  this 
important  fervice,  the  image  of  Edefla  was  pre- 
ferved  with  refped  and  gratitude ;  and  if  the  Ar- 
menians rejected  the  legend,  the  more  credulous 
Greeks  adored  the  fimilitude,  which  was  not  the 
work  of  any  mortal  pencil,    but   the  immediate 
creation  of  the  divine  original.     The  ftyle  and  fen- 
timents  of  a  Byzantine  hymn  will  declare  how 
far  their  worfhip  was  removed  from  the  grofleft 
idolatry*     "  How  can  wp  with  mortal  eyes  con- 
"  template  this  image,    whofe  celeftial  fplendour 
"  the  hoft  of  heaven  prefumes  not  to  behold  ?    He 
"  who  dwells  in  heaven  condefcends  this  day  to 
"  vifit  us  by   his  venerable  image  m%   He  who  is 
"  feated  on  the  cherubim,  rifits  us  this  day  by  a 
"  pi&ure,  which  the  Father  has  delineated   with 
"  his  immaculate  hand,  which  he  has  formed  in 
"  an  ineffable  maimer,  and  which  we  fanftify  by 
"  adoring  it  with  fear  and  love*"     Before  the  end 
of  the  fixth  century,  thefe  images,  made  without 
bands  (in  Greek,  it  is  a  fmgle  word  n),  were  pro- 
pagated in  the  camps  and  cities  of  the  Eaftern  em- 

"  Ax«fc«"»rTof.  See  Ducange,  in  Gloff.  Grace,  et  Lat.  The  fub- 
jc&  is  treate  J  v/ith  equal  learning  and  bigotry  by  the  Jefuit  Grctfet 
(Syntagma  de  Imaginibus  non  Manu  fa<5lis,  ad  calcem  Codini  b> 
Officiis,  p.  1*9— 330.  )>  the  afs,  or  rather  the  fox,  of  I  n  gold  ft  ad  t  (fee 
theScaligerana)  j  with  equal  reafon  and  wit  by  thcoroteftant  Beau* 
fobre,  in  the  ironical  controverfy  which  he  has  fpread  through  ma- 
ny volumes  of  the  Bibliotheque  Germanique  (torn,  xviii.  p.  1—50. 
xx.  p.  27— 68.  xxv.  p.  1—36.  xxvii.  p.  8;— xi8.  xxviii.  p.  i— 33. 
Xxxi.  p.  in— 148.  xxxii.  p.  75— 107.  xxxiv.  p.  6y— 96  ). 

I  4  pire : 
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Its  copies. 


Cvtt*P'  P^re,*:  *eY  were  ^  °bje&s  °f  worflup,  and  the 
inftruments  of  miracles  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  danger 
or  tumult,  their  venerable  prefence  could  revive 
the  hope,  rekindle  the  courage,  or  reprefs  the  fury, 
of  the  Roman  legions.  Of  thefe  pi&ures,  the  far 
greater  part,  the  tranferipts  of  a  human  pencil, 
could  only  pretend  to  a  fecondary  likenefs  and 
improper  title :  but  there  were  fome  of  higher  de- 
fcent,  who  derived  their  refemblance  from  an  im- 
mediate contad  with  the  original,  endowed,  for 
that  purpofe,  with  a  rrjiraculous  and  prolific  vir- 
tue. The  moft  ambitious  afpired  from  a  filial  to 
a  fraternal  relation  with  the  image  of  Edefla;  and 
fuch  is  the  veronica  of  Rome,  or  6pain,  or  Jeru- 
falem,  which  Chrift  in  his  agony  and  bloody 
fweat  applied  to  his  face,  and  delivered  to  an  holy 
matron.  The  fruitful  precedent  was  fpeedily 
transferred  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  faints  . 
and  martyrs.  In  the  church  of  Diofpolis  in  . Pa- 
lestine, the  features  of  the  mother  of  God '?  were 
deeply  inferibed  in  a  marble  column :  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  have  been  decorated  by  the  pencil  of  St. 
Luke ;  and  the  evangelift,  who  was  perhaps  a 
phyficiin,  has  been  forced  to  exercife  the  occu- 
pation of  a  painter,  fo  profane  and  odious  in  the 

■*  Theophyladl  Simocatta  (1.  ii,  c.  3  pf  34. 1.  ill-  c,  1.  p.  63.)  cele- 
brates the  6«av£p*«o»  i»**<rjA»|  which  he  Ayks  <xxtii'rQnwt'r<.*  ;  yet  it  was 
no  more  than  a  copy,  fince  he  adds,  *{X'rvr'Q'  T0  **u'ov  °» IV^-atoi  (of 
Edefla)  fywxiiniGk  t.  afer.To*.     See  Pagi,  torn,  ii,  A.  D.  586,  N°  11. 

»*  See,  in  the  genuine  or  fuppofed  works  of  John  Damafcenus, 
pro  paflages  op  the  Yjrgin  and  St.  t.uke,  which  have  not  been  no- 
ticed by  Gretfer,  nor  confequently  by  Beaufobre  (Opera  Job.  Da- 
jnafcen.  torn.  i.  p.  618.  £31.)'. 
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eyes  of  the  primitive  Chriftiahs.  The  Olympian 
Jove,  created  by  the  mufe  of  Homer,  and  the 
chiffel  of  Phidias,  might  infpire  a  philofophic  mind 
with  momentary  devotion :  but  thefe  Catholic 
images  were  faintly  and  flatly  delineated  by  monkilh 
artifts  m  the  hft  degeneracy  of  tafte  and  genius I4. 

The  worfliip  of  images  had  ftolen  into  the  church 
by  infenfible  degrees,  and  each  petty  ftep  was 
pleafiag  to  the  fuperftitious  mind,  as  produ&ive  of 
comfort  and  innocent  of  fin.  But  in  the  beginning 
of  the  eighth  century,  in  the  full  magnitude 
of  the  abufe,  the  more  timorous  Greeks '  were 
awakened  by  an  apprehenfion,  that  Undfer  the 
ma(k  of  Chriftianity,  they  had  reftored  thfe  re- 
ligion of  their  fathers  :  they  heard,  \vith  grief  and 
impatience,  the  name  of  idolaters ;  the  inceflant 
charge  of  the  Jews  and  Mahometans ,s,' who 
derived  from  the  Law  and  the  Koran  an  im- 
mortal hatred  to  graven  images  and  all' relative 
worfliip.  The  fervkude  of  the  Jews  might  curb 
their  zeal  and  depreciate  their  authority  ;  but  the 
triumphant  Mufulmans,  who  reigned  at  Damafdus, 
and  threatened  Conftantinople,  caft  into  the  fcale 
of  reproach  the  accumulated  weight  of  truth  and 
vi&orj.  The  cities  of  Syria,  Paleftine,  and  Egypt, 
had  been  fortified  with  the  images  of  Chrift,   his 


chap. 


tion  to 

image 

worihip. 


f*  "Your  fcnndalous  figures  (land  quite  out  from  the  canvafs :  they 
u  are  as  bad  as  a  group  of  ftatues!0  It  was  thus  that  the  ignorance 
and  bigotry  of  a  Greek  pried  applauded  the  pictures  of  Titian, 
which  he  had  ordered,  and  refufed  to  accept. 

15  By  Cedrcnus,  Zonaras,  Glycas,  and  Manafles,  the  origin  of  the 
Jconoclafts  is  imputed  to  the  caliph  Yezid  and  two  Jews,  who  pro- 
mifed  the  empire  to  Leo  ;  and  the  reproaches  of  thefe  hoftile  fec- 
tarie*  are  turned  into  an  abfurd  confpiracy  for  reftoring  the  purity 
of  the  Chriftian  worfliip  (fee  Spanheim,  Hift,  Imag.  c.  *.)• 

mother, 
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CM^.  mother,  and  his  faints ;  and  each  city  prefumed 
±~J-Jj  on  the  hope  or  promife  of  miraculous  defence. 
In  a  rapid  conqueft  of  ten  years,  the  Arabs  fub- 
dued  thofe  cities  and  thefe  images  ;  and,  in  their 
opinion,  the  Lord  of  Hofts  pronounced  a  decifive 
judgment  between  the  adoration  and  contempt  of 
thefe  mute  and  inanimate  idols.  For  a  wlrile 
lldefia  had  braved  the  Perfian  affauhs;  but  the 
chofen  city,  the  fpoufe  erf  Chrift,  was  involved  in 
the  common  ruin ;  and  his  divine  refemblance  be- 
came the  flave  and  trophy  of  the  infidels.  After 
a  fervitudc  of  three  hundred  years,  the  Palladium 
vas  yielded  to  the  devotion  of  Conftantinople,  for 
a  ranfom.of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  the 
redemption  of  two  hundred  Mufulmans,  and  a  per- 
petual truce  for  the  territory  of  Edefla  ,6.  In  this 
fcafon  of  diftrefs  and  difmay,  the  eloquence  of  the 
-monks  was  exercifed  in  the  defence  of  images ;  and 
they  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  fin  and  fchifm  of 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  Orientals  had  forfeited  the 
favour,  and  annihilated  the  virtue,  of  thefe  pre- 
cious fymbols.  But  they  were  now  oppofed  by 
the  murmurs  of  many  fimple  or  rational  Chrift- 
ians,  who  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  texts,  of 
fafts,  and  of  the  primitive  times,  and  fecretly 
defired  the  reformation  of  the  church.  As  the 
worfhip  of  images  had  never  *  been  eftablilhed  by 
any  general  or  pofitive  law,   its  progrefs  in    the 

'*  Sec  Elmacin  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  i$7.)9  Abulpharaguis  (Dynaft. 
.p.  m>x.)>  and  Abulfeda  (Annal.  Modem,  p.  164.)  and  the  Critieifms 
of  Pagi  (torn.  iii.  A.D.  944-)»  The  prudent  Francifcan  refufes  to 
determine  whether  the  image  of  Edefla  now  repofes  at  Rome  or 
Genoa  ;  but  its  repofe  is  inglorious,  and  this  ancient  objeft  of  wor- 
fhip is  no  longer  famous  or  fafhionable. 

Eaftern 
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Eaftern  empire  had  been  retarded,  or  accelerated,   chap. 
by  the  differences  of  men  and  manners,  the  local  '^ 

degrees  of  refinement,  and  the  perfonal  chara&ers 
of  the  bifliops.  The  fplendid  devotion  was  fondly 
cheri(hed  by  the  levity  of  the  capital,  and  the  in- 
ventive genius  of  the  Byzantine  clergy,  while  the 
rude  and  remote  diftri&s  of  Afia  were  ftrangers 
to  this  innovation  of  facred  luxury.  Many  large 
congregations  of  Gnoftics  and  Arians  maintained, 
after  their  converfion,  the  fimple  worfhip  which  had 
preceded  their  reparation ;  and  the  Armenians, 
the  mod  warlike  fubje&s  of  Rome,  were  not  re- 
conciled, in  the  twelfth  century,  to  the  fight  of* 
images  l\  Thefe  various  denominations  of  men 
afforded  a  fund  of  prejudice  and  averfion,  of  fmall 
account  in  the  villages  of  Anatolia  or  Thrace,  but 
which,  in  the  fortune  of  a  foldier,  a  prelate,  or  an 
eunuch,  might  be  often  conne&ed  with  the  powers 
of  the  church  and  ftate. 

Of  fuch  adventurers,  the  moft  fortunate  was  the   j££addt 
emperor  Leo   the  third18,  who,  from  the  moun-    andhfe 

*  •         fucceflbrs, 

tarns      a.  d. 
726—840* 

*7  AfpfttoK  ***  AXatftcooK  ivwr.f  q  ayiw  tiKorv*  <TfocrKt>»wi?  avyyor- 
ftf/roc*  (Nicetas,  1.  ii.p.  258.)-  The  Armenian  churches  are  ft  ill  content 
with  the  crofe  (Miflions  du  Levant,  torn.  iii.  p.  148-) s  but  furfly 
the  fuperftitious  Greek  is  unjuit  to  the  fu  perdition  of  the  Germans 
of  the  xiitb  century. 

13  Our  original,  but  not  impartial,  monuments  of  the  Iconoclafts 
tnaft  be  drawn  from  the  Afts  of  the  Council  ,  torn.  viii.  and  ix.  Col- 
lect. Libbe,  edit.  Venet  and  the  hiftorical  writings  of  Thcophanes, 
Nicephorus,  Manaffes,  Cedrenus,  Zonaras,  &c.  Of  the  modem 
Catholics,  Baronius,Pagi,  Natalia  Alexander  (liift.  Ecclef.  Seculum 
▼iii.  and  ix),  andMaimbourg  (Hift.de!*  IconocUftes),  have  treated 
the  fubjefl  with  learnm^,  paflion,  *nd  credulity.  The  pfoteftant 
labours  of  Frederic  Spanheira  (Hifloria  Imaginarum  Rcftituta)  and 

James 
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c  h  A  P.    tains  of  Ifauria,  afcended  the  throne  of  the  Eaft. 
He  was  ignorant  of   facred   and   profane  letters; 
but  his  education,   his  reafon,   perhaps  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  had  infpired  the 
martial  peafant  with  an  hatred  of  images ;  and  it 
was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  a  prince,  to  impofe  on 
his  fubje&s    the   di&ates  of  his   own   confciencc. 
But  in  the  outfet  of  an  unfettled  reign,  during  ten 
years  of  toil  and  danger,  Leo  fubmitted   to   the 
meannefs  of  hypocrify,    bowed  before    the  idols 
which  he  defpifed,  and  fatisfied  the  Roman  pontiff 
with  the  annual  profeffions  of  his  orthodoxy  and 
zeaL      In   the   reformation   of  religion,    his  firft 
fteps  were  moderate  and  cautious :    he  affembled 
a  great    council    of   fenators    and    biihops,    and 
enafted,  with  their  confent,    that  all  the  images 
fhould  be  removed  from  the  fanftuary  and  altar 
to  a  proper  height  in  the  churches,   where  they 
might  be  vifible  to  the  eyes,  and  inacceffible  to 
the  fuperftition,  of  the  people.      But  it  was  im- 
poflible  on  either  fide  to  check  the  rapid  though 
adverfe  impulfe  of  veneration  and  abhorrence':  in 
their  lofty  pofition,  the  facred  images  ftill  edified 
their  votaries   and  reproached    the    tyrant.      He 
was  himfelf  provoked  by  refiftance  and  inve&ive  ; 
and  his  own  party  accufed  him  of  an  imperfect 
difcharge  of  his  duty,  and  urged  for  his   imita- 
tion, the  example  of  the  Jewiih  king,  who   had 
broken  without  fcruple  the  brazen  ferpent  of  the 
temple.      By  a  fecond  edift,    he  profcribed   the 

James  Bafnage  (Hift.  de s  Eglifes  Rcfbrmees,  torn.  ii.  1.  xxiii.  p.  1339— 
1385.) are  caft  into  the  Iconoclaft  fcale.  With  this  mutual  aid,  and 
eppofite  tendency,  it  is  eafy  for  tu  to  poife  the  balance  with  philo- 
fop  hie  indifference. 
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exiftence  as  well  as  the  ufe  of  religious  pi&ures  j  chap. 
the  churches  of  Conftan6nople  and  the  provinces  ^    _^j 
were  cleanfed  from  idolatry  ;  the  images  of  Chrift, 
the  Virgin,  and  the  Saints,  were  demolifhed,  or  a 
fmooth  furface  of  plafter  was  fpread  over  the  walls 
of  the   edifice.     The  fett  of  the  Iconoclafts  was 
fupported   by  the  zeal  and  defpotifm  of  fix  em- 
perors, and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  were  involved  in  a 
noify  conflict  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years. 
It  was  the  defign  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian  to  pronounce 
the  condemnation  of  images,  as  an  article  of  faith, 
and  by  the  authority  of  a  general  council :  but 
the  convocation  of  fuch  an  aflembly  was  referred 
for  his  fon  Conftantine  I9  ;  and  though  it  is  ftig- 
matifed  by  triumphant  bigotry   as  a  meeting   of 
fools  and  atheifts,  their  own  partial  and  mutilated 
afts  "betray  pany  fymptoms  of  reafon  and  piety. 
The  debates   and   decrees  of  many  provincial  fy-   Their 
nods  introduced  the  fummons  of  the  general  coun-   ^no|{  ^ 
cil  which  met  in  the  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  tinoplc. 
and  was  compofed  of  the  refpe&able  number  of     '    " 754** 
three   hundred  and  thirty-eight  bifhops  of  Europe 
and  Anatolia;  for  the  patriarchs  of  Antioch  and 
Alexandria  were  the  flaves  of  the  caliph,  and  the 
Roman   pontiff  had   withdrawn  the   churches    of 
Italy  and  the  Weft  from  the  communion  of  the 

*>  Some  flowers  of  rhetoric  are  Tvfaior  trapxtofAOp  «ai  *Gmf  and 
the  bi(hop>  tck  paraisQpet-,  By  Damafcenus  it  is  ftykd  axi^o:  km 
fcfefcTfr?  (opera,  torn.  i.  p.  623.).  Spanhcim's  Apology  for  the  Synod 
ofCoaftant:nop!e  (p.  171,  &c.)  is  worked  up  with  truth  andingenu. 
«ty,  from  fuvh  materials  as  he  could  find  in  the  Niccne  Aclt 
(p.  1046,  &*c).  J  he  witty  J  hn  of  Damafcus  converts  htkntowwc 
into  ivurxoTSi,'  makes  them  *MAitfc\K{,  flaves  of  their  belly,  &c. 
Cpera,  torn  i.  p.  306. 

Greeks. 
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chap.    Greeks.     This  Byzantine  fynod  aflumed  the  rank 
XLIX-     and  powers  of  the  feventh  general  council:    yet 
even  this  title  was  a  recognition  of  the  fix  pre- 
ceding affemblies  which  had  laborioufly  built  the 
ftru&ure  of  the  Catholic  faith.      After  a  ferious 
deliberation  of  fix  months,  the  three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  bifhops  pronounced  and  fubfcribed  an 
unanimous   decree,    that    all    vifible    fymbols    of 
Chrift,  except  in  the  Eucharift,  were  either  blaf- 
phemous  or  heretical;  that  image  wwfhip  wras  a    . 
corruption  of  Chriftianity  and  -  a  renewal   of  Pa- 
ganifm;    that  all    fuch    monuments    of    idolatry 
fhould  be  broken  or  erazed  ;  and  that  thofe  who 
fhould  refufe  to  deliver  the  obje&s  of  their  private 
fuperflition,    Wtre   guilty   of  difobedience  to    the 
authority  of  the  church  and  of  the  emperor*     In 
their  loud  and  loyal   acclamations,  they  celebrated 
the  merits  of  their   temporal   redeemer ;    and  to 
his  zeal  and  juftice  they  entrufted  the  execution  of 
their  fpiritual  cenfures.     At  Conftantinople,  as  ia 
the  former  councils,  the  will  of  the  prince  was  the 
rule  of  epifcopal  faith ;  but  on   this  occafion,    I 
am  inclined  to  fufpect  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
prelates   facrificed    their  fecret   confcience   to    the 
Their      temptations  of  hope  and  fear.     In  the  long  night 
of  fuperftition,   the  Chriftiuns   had  wandered    far 
away  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel :  nor  was 
it  eafy  for   them   to  difcern  the  clue,  and   tread 
back  the  mazes,   of  the  labyrinth.     The  worfliip 
of  images  was  infeparably  blended,  at  leaft   to   a 
pious    fancy,    with    the    Crofs,    the  Virgin,     the 
Saints  and  their  relics:  the  holy  ground  was   in- 
volved in  a  cloucV  of  miracles  and  vifions  j     and 
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the  nerves  of  the  mind,  curioftty  and  fccpticifm,    ch  a  p. 
were  benumbed  by  the  habits  of  obedience  and    /        ^ 
belief.       Conftantine   himfelf  is   accufed    of    in- 
dulging a  royal   licence  to   doubt,    or  deny,    <?r 
deride  the  myfteries  of  the  Catholics*0,  but  they 
were*  deeply   infcribed  in  the  public  and   private  * 
-creed  of  his  bifliops;  and  the  boldeft  Iconoclaft 
ztiight  afTault  with  a  fecret  horror,  the  monuments 
of   popular  devotion,   which  were  confecrated  to 
the  honour  of  his  celeftial  patrons.     In  the   re- 
formation of  the  fixteenth  century  freedom,  and     , 
knowledge  had  expanded  all  the  faculties  of  man ; 
the  thirft  of  innovation  fuperfeded  the  reverence 
of  antiquity*  and  the  vigour  of  Europe  could  dif- 
dain  thofe  phantoms  which  terrified  the  fickly  and 
fervile  wcaknefs  of  the  Greeks. 

The  fcandal  of  an  abftra&  herefy  can  be  only   T^r***"! 
proclaimed  to  the  people  by  the  blaft  of  the  ec-    the  image* 
clefiaftical   trumpet ;    but  the   moft  ignorant  can 
perceive,  the  moft  torpid  mufl  feel,  the  profana- 
tion  and   downfal   of  their  vifible   deities.     The 
firfl:  hoftilities  of  Leo  were  direfted  againft  a  lofty 
Chrift  on  the  veftibule,    and  above   the  gate,  of 
the  palace.     A  ladder  had  been  planted  for  the 
aflault,  but  it  wras  furioufly  fhaken  by  a  crowd  of 
zealots  and  women :"  they  beheld,  with  pious  trans- 
port, the  minifters  of  facrilcge  tumbling  from  on 
high,  and  dafhed  againft  the  pavement ;  and  the 
honours  of  the  ancient  martyrs  were  proftituted  to 

*°  He  is  aeqjfed  of  profcribing the  title  of  faint;  fty  ling  the  Virgin, 
mother  of  Chrift  j  compiling  her  afer  her  delivery  to  an  empty 
purfe  of  Arianifm,  Ncftorianifm,  &c.  In  his  defence,  Spanhcim 
(c.  iv.  p.  107.)  is  fomewhat  embarrafied  between  the  intcreft  of  x 
pjxitefani  and  the  duty  of  an  orthodox  divine. 

4  .  thefe 
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chap,   thefe  criminals,   who  juftly  fufliered  for -murder 
and  rebellion",      rrhc  execution  of  thei  Imperial 
edid  was  refitted  by  frequent  tumults  in  .Coaftaa* 
tinople  and  the  provinces  :  the  perfbn  pf  Lee  yra$ 
endangered,  his  officers  were  mafia£red»  -ani-  the 
popular  enthufiafm  was  quelled  by  tbe  Aronggfr 
efforts   of  the  civil  and  military  ^fl^er*  •  Qf-tbe 
Archipelago,  or  Holy  Sea,    the  numerous  ifl»<fe 
were  filled  with  images  and  monks  :  their  votaries 
abjured,   without    fcruple,  the  enemy  of  Chrift*; 
his  mother,  and  the  faints :  they  armed  *  fleet*  of 
boaU  and  gallies,  difplayed  then*  confecrated  ban- 
ners, and  boldly  fleered  for  the  harbour  of  Con- 
f^antinople^  to  place  on  the  throne  a  new  favourite 
of  God  and  the  people.    They  depended  on  the 
futcour  of .  a  miracle  ;    but  their '  miracles  were 
inefficient  againft the  Greek  fire ;   and,   after   the 
defeat,  and  conflagration  of  their  fleet,  the  naked 
ifl&ttrfs  were  abandoned  to  the  clemency  or  jufticc 
o£:*hi  conqueror.  J'fhe  fon  of  Leo,  in  the  firft 
yepr  .  of  ..his  reign,  had  undertaken  an  expedition 
3gamfl  the  Saracens :  during  his  abfence,  the  ca- 
pital^ the  palace,  and  the  piifple,  were  occupied 
tiy  his  Idufman  AitavajGdes,  the  ambitious  cham- 
pkm   of   the    orthodox    ftith*    The    worfliip  of 
images  was  triumphantly  reftored:    the  patriarch 
renounced  his  diffimulation*  ot  diflembled  his  fen- 
timents ;  ajid  the  righteous  c&im  of  the  ufurper 
waOcknowledged,  botti  in  the  jiew*  and #. in  sin* 

«  The  holy-.confcflbr  Theophanet  approves  the  principle  t>f  ibeir 
reW}»oe>  $n*  «h^mw  tybf  (p.  53*0-  •  Oregory  II.  (in  Epift.it  a«l 
Imp.  Lcoij.  Go*eii<ta*v  viit.  p.*6i.  664.)  applaud*  the  «al  ofrtic 
Byzantine  women  who  killed  the  fcaperial  offipcrt.  ( 
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ektit,  Rome.     Cbnftantin*  flew  for  refuge  to  his   c  H  A  ?. 
paternal  mountains ;  but  he  defeended  at  the  head     *L,X- 
of  the  bold  and  affedionate  Ifaurians ;    and  his 
final  vkiory  Confounded  the  arms  and  predictions 
of  the  fanatic*.      His  long  reign  was  diftra&ed 
wA  clamour,   fedition,  confpiracy,    and  mutual 
hated,  and  fhnguinary  revenge:  the  perfection 
of  images  was  the  motive,  or  pretence,  of  his  ad- 
versaries ;  and,  if  they  miffed  a  temporal  diadem, 
they  were  rewarded  by  the  Greeks  with  the  crown 
of  martyrdom.     In  every  aft  of  open  and  clan- 
destine treafon,   the  emperor  felt  the  unforgiving 
enmity  of  the  monks,  the   faithful  flaves  of  the 
fuperfbtion  to  which  they  owed  their  riches  and 
influence.     They  prayed,  they  preached,  they  ab- 
folved,   they  inflamed,    they  confpired;    the  foli- 
tude  of  Paleftine  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  in- 
ve£Uve ;  and  the  pen  of  St.  John  Damafcenus  *\ 
the  laft  of  the  Greek  fathers*  devoted  the  tyrant's 
head,  both  in  this  world  and  the  next13.     I  am 

*»  John,  or  ManfuP,  was  a  noble  Cbriftian  of  Damafcus,  who  h$ld  a 
confiderabte  office  in  the  fer vice  of  the  caliph.  His  zeal  in  thecaufe  of 
images  cxpofed  him  to  the  refentment  and  treachery  of  the  Greejq 
emperor;  and  on  the  fufpicion  of  a  treafonable  conefpondence,  he 
was  deprived  of  his  right  hand,  which  was  nuraculouCfy  reftored  bf 
the  Virgin.  After  this  deliverance,  he  refigned  his  office,  diftribut- 
ed  bis  wealth,  and  buried  himftlf  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Sabas,  be- 
tween Jerufalem  and  the  Dead  Sea.  The  legend  is  famous ;  but  his 
learned  editor,  father  Lequkn,  has  unluckily  proved  that  St.  John 
Damafcenu*  was  already  a  monk  before  the  Iconoclaft  difputc 
(Opera,  torn,  i .  Vit St.  Joan. Bamafcen. p. xo— T3. et Notas ad loc> 

*J  After  fending  Leo  to  the  devil,  he  introduces  h?$  heir— »rp 

(Opera  Daraafcen.  torn.  i.  p.  615.)-  K  the  authenticity  of  this 
piece  be  fufpicious,  we  are  fure  that  in  other  works,  no  longer  ex- 
tant, JDamaicenus  baftowed  on  Cooftantine  the  title,  of  nor  M««f*f fc 
Xf*^*x<n,  fAt**yv»  (torn.  i.  p.  |cf  .)• 
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Cxlix.P    ftot  **  ^^ure  t0  exa™ne  how  far  the  monks  pro- 
i.  -y-w  roked,  nor  how  much  they  have  exaggerated,  their 
real  and  pretended  fufferings,  nor  how  many  loft 
their  lives  or  limbs,  their  eyes  or  their  beards,  by 
the  cruelty  of  the  emperor.     From  the  chaftife- 
mem  of  individuals,  he  proceeded  to  the  abolition 
of  the  order ;  and,  as  it  was  wealthy  and  ufelefs, 
his  refentment  might  be  ftimulated  by  aVarice  and 
juftified  by  patriotifm.      The  formidable  name  and 
miffion  of  the  Dragon  a%    his  vifitor-general,  ex- 
cited the  terror  and  abhorrence  of  the  vtack  na- 
tion.:   the  religious   communities  were  diffolved, 
the  buildings  were  converted  into  magazines,  or 
barracks  J  the  lands,  moveables,  and  cattle,  were 
confifcated ;  and  our  modern  precedents  will  fup- 
port  the  charge,    that  much    wanton    or    mali- 
cious havoc  was  exerciftd  againft  the  relics,  and 
even  the  books,  of  the  monafteries.     With    the 
habit  and  profeflion  of  monks,  the  public   and 
private   worfliip'  of  images    was    rfgoroufly   pro- 
fcribed  ;  and  it  fhould  feem,   that  a  folemn  ab- 
juration of  idolatry   wa*  etfa&ed  from    the   fub- 
jech,  or*at  leafl  from  the  clergy,  of  the  Eaftern 
empire*5. 
itLy.°f         T**  Patient  Eaft  abjured,  with  reluftance,  her 
facred  images;  they  were  fondly  cherifhed,  and 

*+  In  the  navratirc  o£  this  pcrfecution  from  Theophanet  and  Ce- 
ctfentis,$pafthe1m  (p.  235—238.)  is  happy  to  compare  the  Draco  oi 
.Leo  wfthHft'd?agoon*-(1Dnm>*tj)  of  Louis  XIV.  5  and  highly  fo- 
lacei  hunfftf  with  this  controverfiid  pun* 

**  ll^oy^afjUfAM  yotf  «£*irff<4'i  Kara.  %  curat  »£«fX'«*'  Tin  vm  Tuj  X*1?0? 

*twrmu*cxt9  (Damafcen.  Op*,  torn.  ip.6»yj*  Tto  oath  and  fob- 
fcriptton  I  do  not  remember  to  have  fem  in  aajr  rabderfr  com- 
piiatioD, 
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vigoroufly  defended,  by  the  independent  zeal  of  c**f  p" 
the  Italians,     fn  ecclefiaftical  rank   and  jurifdic- 
tion,i!he  patriarch  of  Confiantinople  and  the  pope 
of  Rome' were  nearly  equal.     But  the  (Greek  pre- 
late was  ai  domefiic  fiate  under  the  eye  of  his 
mafter,  at  whofe  nod  lie  alternately  pafled  froni 
thfe  convent  to  the  throne,  and  from  the  throne  td 
the  convent.     A  diftant  and  dangerous  ftation? 
ariiidft  the  Barbarians   of  the  Weft,    excited   the 
fpirit  and  freedom  of  the  Latin  biifhops.     Their 
popular  eleftion  endeared  them  to  the  Romans : 
the  public  and  private  indigence  was  relieved  by 
their  ample  revenue  j  and  the  weaknefe  or  neglect 
of  the  emperots  compelled  them  to  confult,  both 
in  peace  and  war,  the  temporal  fafety  .of  the  city. 
In  the  fchool  ,of  adverfity  the  prieft  infenfibly  ha- 
bibed  the  virtues  and  the  ambition  of  a  ,prince ; 
the  fame  character  was  affumed^  the  fame  policy 
was.  adapted  by  ,the  Italian,   the  Greek,  or  the 
Syrian,  who  afcended  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  $  and j 
after   thp  lofs  of  her  legions  and  provinces,  the 
genius  gW  fortune  of  the  popes  again  reftored  the 
(Upremacy  of  Rome.     It  is  agreed,   that  in  the 
eighth  century,  their  dominion  wast  founded  on  re- 
bellion, and  that  the  rebellion  was. produced,, and 
juftified,  by  the   herefy   of  the  Iconoclafts  j    but 
the  coriduft  of  the  fetond  and  third  Gregory,  in 
this  memorable  cojiteft,  is  variouily  interpreted  by 
the  wifhes  of  their  friends  and  enemies.    The  By- 
zantine writers  .tuianimoufly  declare,  that,  after  a 
fhntiek  admonitions    they  pronounced  the  fepa~ 
ratioii  of  th£  Eaft  and  tVeft,  and  deprived  the 
iacrilegious  tyrant  of  the  revenue  and  fovereignty 
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CHAP,  of  Italy;  '  Theifc  enomiminxcftd(a'w:ft9ir.iteV 
xLt  x*     clearly  exprdfat  by  die  Oleics,  - wJm  beheld  tte 
acoomjdiihment'  df  the  papal-  triumphs,    *&&\  a> 
they  are  morer  ftrobgiy  «aitach*d%  toVtMf!  reHgkfti 
tha&  *o  x  their  ixoutftry  ^ :  -they  pr?ifoj  ioft^ad  ..  ^f 
Warnings  the  jbcbL  aad  orthpdoxjf  of  thefe  apoft%- 
Bcd:;jTKn^- :  IFtie:. modem  ..champions  of  Roiae 
are? eager  to  accept  the;  ptfaife  and:  the  precedent}: 
this- groat  and  glorious  example  of  the  d^pofitiofi 
of  royal  .heretics  i$  celebrated  frjjhz  catjdinals  Bj- 
ronius  and  Bellarmine *7 ;  and  if  they  are  a&J^ 
,  why  the  feme  thunders  .were  ^oV  hurled  againft  the 
"*  NferoS  *nd >  JtiliihS  'of ' ^4i«iquhy^?  they  replyv; that 
the  weaknefs  of  the  primitive  church  was  th^ioJp 
caufe'of 'her  patient  loyalty *\  .  On  Khk  occ^Tiori, 
^thfe^fts  of  love  and  hatted  'art*  the  ftrtej1  *Afl 
v^he  3#3ous  prptef^ahts,  who  fcek'  to  .kin4Je~th^ 
ifidignatkiiv  and  to  alarni  the  fears,?  of  princes 

^tfebphatie^  For  tbw  Oregbty  l*4tyl<?a  by 

iVAf^at*  l^t/oftV^  •  (itom.  3i.  1.  xv"  P.*c£  rojii"  Jt^*iay.  btr-ob- 
fo?t0;i8alf  tb»  breaks  are  *J*  t©  coaTdtiiMHh*  tfeie*iitfKt  a^totis 
"af'Wq Gregofie?.  ":    '     !  :    r-     ''•  "?    -«%i  -i  .":*-*    :• 

'    r*7  See^aroflfas,  Annal/fifcoWf!  Ai  D.  rro/N*1*,  jv:\dfciiwm-tfx- 

*  Stfrtftn'i  \fcel)afVnv<fe  fcfciriarfo  TcuitificeV.Y  f4c/S.'i  ifrta«avit 
^krin parte  ftft^rij:  S5gbiiliir,ye  «e^alfaT*,i."ifi.:<Jj>e^a;  tooi.ii. 
%  \%<j.  ^etYuCh  «  tfeTctonge  bfttalftfta*  Stt^hhirfH  corrected 

by  the  editor  of  Milan,  Philippus  Argclatus,  a  Bologt>e&,  and  Tub • 

B ' }.  ^^L°{?^!P^AWttJ  bffih  iron  4epbfaeriirtt'Netolieiil  ant  Julianum, 

;\dV??^:^^J:^Vvc'M-'  C^Midaf  >crrohaddsidiftinaion  more 

:  [fcbi&iirafife'Wtfif  tiik  Chriftittftf,  fmt  hot  Wore  fetfsfacTory  to  «o- 

!dem  ^rfo&s^th^frAa^A  ;of  'Heretic*  irnd  apoftated, "  wha   break 

*  their  o^ri^'b^effiyr&i^^  dm* 

::anrf'htf^fc3r  (WtfRriiW;  £T*W         •  • 

and 
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wfr  nfogftratea*  expatiate  xxl  the  infolenoe'  ahd  ?x^p- 
tit&Ua  foff  thevtwo  Grdgories  agbifift  their  lawful 
<bv«rtgn^i  :*hey  ate  dpfaBdefl  only  by  the  mo- 
de*^* C&rffoli^  the  mofrp&rt,  of  die  Gal- 
*ca^^*rcfc^  %vho  refpeft:  the  &fit,  without 
^^vfe[f ; thfe^  flfft  I  Thefe  ^romhion  advocates  iof 
*!*£  Irc^n  W^^id  mi»e  xtifcuntfcribe  the^mth  xf 
^£-b^th$trtite  o#  equity;  faiptare;  anrin-adi- 
-HMir¥ ?afict  *prj$il:tk(  tiw^dence;;of  the  latins ,f, 
afwl  ^bTi*8s^JaS&i^ftfes*-bf:  die  ipdpi«\  them- 

' -^  4\K*S*3 ^tYJix^eV,  >h*\^^^ 

F--il5«r ispi)  a^ifce%e-bef*tta(t^iltetin  <Ht  ft**  Injam*uj»}f  ijlio, 

witb  anjiundrea  more*  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  the  ceaturiators  of 

MagdeU*^*  *  \  '  '  '  •  ;-V!  -  -^  t—  \:/l\vv  -,  * 
~  **$»eC£attiui?  (Opera,  foOf;V/ftt^U^erift.priv7^p.?«<5«j^i74>)» 
j^ts^&^ndrt  (Uift.  .Npirr  Tcftamentv  iecijl  .^L^erfcj  i. 
p<9»— 06.),  Pagi  (Critica,  torn/iii.  p.  315^216.),  and  Gwuinone 
(IftoA*lftVne  'fli  Napbli,  torn.  i.  p.  3T?-*3io.^,  a  dJfcipl*  eV&e 
Oalttcui  fcfcool  .  I*  the  field :jrf^ptroveriy  i  always  -(>ity:  the  mo- 
derate party,  who  (laud  oq  the  open  middle  ground  cxpofed  to  the 

fire  pf  JiPth  fides.  . 

11  Tiej  appealed  toPaul  Warnefrid ,  or  Diaconus  fae,  Oefiis  Lan- 
gpbjaed.4.  vi»  e.49.  p..5o6>  $07.  ki  Script.  Ital-  Muratbrij  to£}.,i. 
ftamj.),  a#d  the  nominal  Aoau>{iufi  {de_VjjL  Pont%  iji  4  X^Mjr^oji» 
tea*.  Ufepars  i.)  Gregonas  U.  p.  j^. '  ( pregonu§  |J 1^ p,  14^  £v 
charias,  p.  161,  Stephanas  III.  p.  165.  Paulu^  V.ytffr  r^tepha- 
nu*4Y.p,  174.    Hadrians,  I*  179.  LealgLjf .  V?S^T  -J^'^'/nay 


rcautfb  that  (he  tvue  Anaftafms  (Jifc.  |cc)?fi.pp;,^/e^;  &*,) 
andthe^iftoria  MifcelU{L  xxi.p.icu.in.toml  1.  Script.. Jtat  ^jrafh 
of  Abe  ixt*  ccntfiry*  Uandate/aa.d  approve  the  jDrefk  text' of 
TfaeofuiaJies.  .     ..'     :    \.:y.,-r.  s  .<  L'  -\\*>\-\*<xi 

3*  With  fome  minete  difference,  the  moft  learne^frifcics^Lucas 
HoiXteaiiw,  Jf^eleftratc,  Cianopini,  JJiaacljini,  tyurat$ri  dfcroJcgo- 
mena  ad  torn.  Hi.  pars  i.)f  are  agreed  that  the  Liber  Pbntificalis  was 
compofed  and  continued  by  the  ppdifolioal'  librarian*  and  notaries 
«£  tie  viiifc  and  ixlk  centuries  )k^.iJift'the.laft.and  fmaljeft  part" 
19  the  work  of  Anaftafius,  who&  name it  bears.  The  ftyle  is  bar- 
kwcw&i  tjie  namtive  partial,  the  dermis  are  trifling— yet  it  muft'  be 
read  as  a  curious  and  authentic  record  of  the  times*  The  cpiftjes  of 
tbe  popes  arc  difperfed  in  the  volumes  of  Councils. 

-      ,  K3  Two 
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C  HA  P. 
XLIX- 

Epiftles  of 
Gregoryll. 
to  £he  em- 
peror, 
A-D.  7»7. 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

Two  , original  epiftles,  from  Gregory  the  fecood 
to  the  emperor  Leo, .  are  ftili  extant 33  4  and  if  tbsy 
cannot  be  praifed  as  the  mail  perfect  models  of 
clpquence  *nd  logicv  they  exhibit  -the  portrait,  o* 
at  leaft  the  mafk,  of  the  founder  of  the  papal 
monarchy.  «  During  ten  pure  and  fortunate 
"  years/'  fays  Gregory  to  the  emptor,  ^  we 
"  have  tailed  the  annual  comfort  of  your  royal 
f<  letters,  fubferibed  in  purple  ink,  with  your 
f*  own  hand,  the  facred  pledges  of  your  attach? 
**  ment  to  the  orthodox  creed  of  our  fathers. 
«< How  deplorable  is  the  change!  how  tremendous 
f*  the  fcandal !  You  now  accufe  the  Catholics  of 
f  idolatry ;  and,  by  the  accufatipn,  you  betray 
«f  your  own  impiety  and  ignorance.  To  this  ig- 
-**  norance  *  we  are  compelled  to  adapt  the  groflf- 
?  nefs  pf  our  ftyle  and  arguments :  the  firft 
u  elements  of  holy -letters -are  fufficient  for  your 
<6  cbnfufion  j  and  were  you  to  enter  a  grammar- 
"  fchool,  and  avow  yourfelf  the 'enemy  of  our 
!*  worfhip,  the  fuuple  and  pious  children  would 
**  be  provoked  to  caft  their  horn-books  at  your 
**  head/'  After  this  decent  falutation,\  the* pope 
attempts  the  ufual  diitin&ion  between  the  idols  of 
antiquity  and  the  Chriftian  images.  The  former 
were  the. fanciful  representations  of  phantoms  or 
daemons,  at  a  time  when  the  true  God  had  not 
manifefted'  his  perfon  in  aiiy  vifible  likenefs.      Thq 

33  The  two  epiftjes-of  Gregory  II.  have  been  preferred  in  theA&e 
of  the  Nicene  Council  (torn.  viii.  p.  65 1—674  )•  They  are  without 
a  date,  which  is  varioufry  fixed, by  Baronius  in  the  year  716*  by  Mu- 
ratori  (Annul*  d'ltatia,  torn.  vi.  p.  izo.)in  .719,  and  by  Pagi  in  730. 
Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice,  that  fome  papiftfi  have  praifed  the 
good  fenfe  and  moderation  of  thefe  letters. 

latter 
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letter  am  die  gcpuine  farms  of  Qbrifi,  hi*  msther,  c  hap, 
and  his  faints,  who  had  approved,  by  a  crowd  of 
miracles,  the  innocence  and  merit  of  this  relative 
worftyp.  He  muft  indeed  haye  trufted  to  the  tg- 
Bprance  of  Leo,  fmce  he  could  aflert  the  perpetual 
ufe  of  images,  from  the  apoftolic  age,  and  their 
venerable  prefence  in  the  fix  fynods  of  tfc^  Ca- 
thqlig  church,  A  more  fpecious  argument  is 
drawn  from  prefent  pofTcflion  and  recent  pr^ttice ; 
the.  harmony  of  the  Chriftiaji  world  fuperfedcs 
the  demand  of  a  general  council  >  and  Gregory 
frankly  ccmfefles,  that  fuch  afferablies  can,  only  b$ 
ufeful  under  the  reign  of  an  orthodpx  prince* 
To  the  impudent  and  inhuman  Leo,  more  guilty 
th^n  an  heretic,  he  recommences  peace,  filence* 
30fi  implicit  obedience  tp  his  fpiritual  guides  of 
Cgnftanjinople  and  Rome.  The  limits  of  civil 
and  ecclefiaftiftrf  powers  are  defined  by  the  pontiff* 
To  the  former  he  appropriate*  ths  body;,  to  the 
latter,  the  foul:  the  fword  of  juftice  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  magiftrate:  the  more  formidable 
weapon  of  excommunication  is  entrufted  to  the- 
clergy  9  and  in  the  exercife  of  their  divine  com* 
million,  a  zealous  fon  will  not  fpare  his  offending 
father:  the  fucc^flbr  of  St. Peter  may  lawfully 
chaflife  the  kings  of  the  earth.  "  You  aflault 
"  us,  O  tyrant  1  with  a  carnal  and  military* hand: 
"  unarmed  and  naked,  we  can  only  itaplove  the 
"  Chrift,  the  prince  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  that 
**  he  will  fesnd  unto  you  a  devil,  for  the  deftruc-. 
*c  tion  of  your  body  and  th.e  falvation  of  your 
"  foul.  You  declare,  with  fooliftt  arrogance,  I 
f  will  difpatch  my  orders  to  Rome*.  I  will  break' 
K  4  *  "in 
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*  lifce  hispi^d^ccffof!  Martin;  {fadH4>efrarif|wie* 
"jua -chwis-,  andran  exife*  .toTtlmifcot.ttf^cihaoW 
?  periai  throne.  i 1:  WoiM:t<ii&x)9  ithW  irtoSglrt 
"<be  permitted ;  ta  tread  ii^iiAei  faotft?ja:7plMhe 
"  holy  JVIartb^  $  - t .  ^nat !  ihayAotfi^iiatteiiBfi  iGoaflainf 

*  forjre  :as  i  miEfcing'  to  •tte^crfaaaoi^  ©frfthfe 
V  c&urch;  ..Aftcrihte ^^T^n^mnadbviiby^dht! 
?»bi(hopr  a£.'§kXkfi*  ttie/^iaift':w^i  «ttvo4fi*iir 

V,  the.fiint  iMill  adored 'by  tin*  natitaisroFiSbyflua, 
^  dsnodg  whfcm:  httitridecfc^ 
*<  iife.  > ; ,  $tit  3b  is  ^  oiir  ^tety  th  ?iiv£  forrfthe  «difica- 
*StH>&.aadi  ftipprat  .<af.tbe;ftitkFuL*peqpfei^aior 
<!  areT^ia»duaed' ton  rife' onr^fafdtjr'^okicihi  setent 
44  of  a  combat.  Incapalilbr'as  yon  are  7;r>£.  xle- 
i  *',fea4ingl  ydpr51  Ro^an  .rubjefisr-  ihe^tnariQnie 
[  Vofituattba.of JtKc :dty  may  perhaps  expafek  to 
'  !CfyduT  dfcpreditiofc  ?  but  w$  can  tmovertcr  the 
!*:!diftanegrif ifGkrswd+tsmttf  'fadta*,  to  theiirft 
^^fiataKfs ?WF i^ha  3tKwnbartiy;  and  then^-^ytm 
f^.mifipiAtiaB<the:vtlAd$.  '  At^'^dU,  i^hofiiu  that 
^it^B.pc^eslare  the^ond  iif  uhiW^'  fhtf  mediators 
^fof  i'penB9Lbbttemn  tfetf*  Eaft  and  Weflrf  -'The 
;**  ryes  i^thri^njKtof^  aare^  fixed  6*i  pa*  teftnffify; 

54  Et«o*t««(*r*£*%  ffe&rf '4*«%4ji&ti  ?  Aftpigivi  Ptfj^tf  '%<¥**  #*'?*' 
-r^-  Kxf«r*>ja^«»  vv*yjMi«ffw  ,?*j.a»ym*4  (£$i&  i,-p,  664.,}.;  This 
^proximity  of  tlicXt>ip^r^^.|wr,d  ofdigcftittft.r^millo  F^Begjrini 
(fliikiUlv.  Jc  ttucaxO  (5euev<mti,  in  (he  S^npfcltel^oa?.  v., p.  17*1 
}7.l  i  /(,»*c!b!y.  reckons  fbe  x^h  £«dia4  not  from  Rome*  but.  from 
V\c  limits  of  th^i^Hii^^^iii^h^to  the.firft.fortecfoy  perhaps  Sota. 
.ot'ihc  Lombards.  I  raiW  Relieve  that  Gregory,  with  .the.  pedan- 
try of  the  age,  e mj>k>3fs  Jtadu  inrmil^t  without  much  inquiry 
Hi  to  the  genuine  mcafurc*   •     #1-'     ,        ...      .         ,  . 
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«.ai#  ^^-«ara*^a&  a  God  upon  earthy  the  chap. 
f  tpfl^lfctiSfcdPdbcri  *whofe  image  you  thlreatenr-to   ^J^ 
"  deftfoy*S.  -ThcTotiotc  and  interior  kingdoms 
^offith*  Wrfft  .f>rdftnf  their  hrimage  lo  Chrift  *&d* 
«  hfcvicfgfircnt  ;^  mi.  \*e<  now:prepare?so  vifir 
u*ol|&>6f  theirrabft  powerfuhaiionarA^'vhci  de^ 
«  firite  tpi j^ttire frcHii*oar  hands  the  iacramentof 
«bapdfm#;,    Tife  'Barbarians*  hwfi^fubniihtedX6; 
^tjituycfe  iDf.Tthirtg^fpeV  while  yoii>  atone.  :are 
^dta£lto:ifc©^«6ca:of  tl»e  IhephferdL  .  Tijbefe  pfeuir 
Cf ifiarfekrianjfarekindled  ;ifita  tage :  \theyrthirftf*tr 
4f.1a*ragCf Afi  p<»fccuJibik  ;<tf  the :  EafL  -  Abandotf 
cf  jrcfar  rifcatidAtai^eiiterprifo;  xeflefti'trea&te; 
4*  Tmd  rqpeqt.k'If  youperfift,  *ra  ar*  ito«cffit;df 
"the  idood>thfft  trill  Jbe>  fpSfc  iatlfecohtefby'rflay  It 
"•fell  on  your  ownJ*eacL£::;  -.->  I     .*-^n??  s  *c  :i 
•  :Ilie  iirft  laflauft  of  Leo  agaihfhth^  ijna^B-trff  Revolt  of 
Conftattmople  had  i)e«awttutfredi!bpa^cmwdtdf  a^d!;!*. 
fai^8«6wn  Italy  and  thq  WctV*r%>  refereci  *c- 
with  grief  and  indignation ..thc.i&crilegexjf  itHe 
eropew>r«    $ut  egi  the  reception  <of  This  ^fcrijii 
live  edi&*  thjeytrfmb^d  for  their)  domjdflikidwit^; 
theit&gges  erf  Qhrift  atfd  tjje  Virgin^  ofcj^^da; 
martytat,    and;  feints,;  were  3featiflitdr-inrall:the 
churches*  pf.Jt^yt  ?md  *  foongialttrn»iv©vwas 

*  A»o  ■?*  Kfcst*** *****  **  xty»fuw  I^»Ttf»  (p4.  g^;j. * Ylic  pope 
appears  to  have  rmpafed  on  the  ignorance  of  the  Greeks  ;  ne  lived 
and  Hied  in  t!*  Lutetan  )  and  in  hrs  thne  all' the"  kingdoms  of  the 
Weft  hkd  «%ibrae*d  Chriftiarilty.  '  May  hot  thi*  Unknown  Sephtus 
iiavt  fiime  ttefeVthce  tpthe  cliietf  of  the  Saxon  Hsftarcby,  to  I  na  king 
ofWeflc*,  'who,  in  the  pontificate  of  Gregory  the  Ttcond,  vifited 
Rome,  ftH-«hrf^i^ofe#  not  pPbajJtiftflr,  but  of  pilgrimage  ^Fajri. 
A.  D,  689,  N«  a.  A.  D.  7a6,  N<>  x5.)  I  f 

propofed 
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cn  A  p.  propose!  to  the  Ronaan  pontiff  tth?  royal  fevou* 
as  the  price  of  his  compliance,  ^egr^cUUQn  an4 
exile  as  the  penalty  of  his  difob^Ji^nce*  $eithqi; 
zeal  nor  policy  allowed  liim  tohefitat^  ajjjl.thc; 
haughty  flrain  in  which  Gregory .  ^dj^ffed  th^ 
emperor  difplays  his  confidence  in  the  truth  of 
his  do&rine  or  the  powers  of  refift^nqe,  ^Without 
depending  on  prayers  or  miracles,  he  boldly  arujed 
againfl  the  public  enemy,  and  his  paflor^l  letters 
admonijhed  the  Italians  of  their  danger  and  their. 
duty  K  At  this  fignal,  Ravenna,  Ven;ce,  afld  tb# 
cities  of  the  Exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  ^hered  to 
the  caufe  of  religion ;  their  military  force  by  fep> 
and  land  confided,  for  the  moft  part,  of  .the  na- 
tives ;  and  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  zeal  wa$ 
transfufed  into  the  mercenary  ftrangers. .  The  Ita- 
lians fwore  to  live  and  die  in  the  "defence  of  the 
pope  and  the  holy  images ;  the  Roman  people 
was  devoted  tQ  their  father,  ^nd  even  the  Lqrjv- 
bards  wdre  ambitious  to-  {hare  the  merit  and  ad- 
•  vantage  of  this  holy  war.  The  mpft  treafonabje 
act,  but  the  moft  obvious  revenge,  was  the  de- 
ffru&ion  of  the  ftatues  of  Leo  himfelf :  the  moft 
effe&ual  and  pleafipg  meafure  of  rebellion,  was 
the  whh-holding  the  tribute  of  Italy,  and  de- 
priving him  of  a  power  which  he  had  recently 

"  t  fliall  tranfcdbe  the  important  and  decifive  paflage  of  the  Liber 
Pontificalia.  Refpidens  ergo  pius  vir  proranam  principis  juffionem, 
jam  contra  Imperatorcm  qua.fi  contra  beflem  fe  anmvit,  renuens 
Jjxrefim  ejus,  fcribens  ubique  fc  cayere  Chriftianos,  eo  quod  orta 
fuiflet,  impietas  talis.  Igitur  permoti  omnes  Fentapolenfes,  atque 
Ycnetiarum  exercitua  contra  Imperatoris  juflionem  reftiterunt;  di- 
lutes fe  nnnquam  in  ejufdem  pontificis  condefcer.dere  ncccm,  fed 
pro  ejus  qaagis  defenfione  viriliter  decertare  (p.  i &).  ' 

abufed 
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by  the  inpfpofition  of  a  .w  captation*,  c5jLF* 

A  form  of  A^feiiniftr^^  WW  prefervpd  by  the    u-yW 

eleflkm  of  magiftrates  and  gQYW*o$s;    ^nd  fo 

high  Krif  ^|ie  public  wd\gngtfion,  tfert  &e  Italians 

were  prepared  to  create?  an  orthodox  esrej^eror,  and 

to  condu6fc  him  with  a  fleet  and  ^rmy  to  the  pa-? 

.  lace  of  Conftantinople.     In  that  palace,  the  Ro* 

man  bifeops,  the  fecond  and  third  Qregqry,  were 

condemned  as  the  authors  of  the  *evolt,  and  every 

attempt  was  made,  either  by  fraud  or  force,  to  feize 

their  perfons,  and  to  ftj-ike  at  their, lives*.     The 

city  was  repeatedly  vifitpd  or  affaulted  by  captains. 

of  the  guards,  and  dukes  and   exarchs  of  high 

dignity  or  fecret  truft ;   they  landed  with  foreign 

troops,  they  obtained  fame  domeftic  aid,  and  the 

fuperftition  of  Naples  may  blufh  that  her  fathers 

were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  herefy.    But  thefe 

clandeftine  or  open  attacks  were  repelled  by  the, 

courage    and    vigilance    of    the    Romans ;     the 

Greeks,   were    overthrown    and    jnaflacred,   their 

leaders  fuffered  an  ignominious  death,    and.  the 

popes,  ho^eyer  inclined  to  mercy,  refufed  to  in-?. 

tercecte  fqr  thefe  guilty  victims.     At. Ravenna 3% 

31  A  eenfus,  or  capitation,  lays  Anaftafius  (p.  156.) ;  a  moft  cruel 
fcx,  unknown  to  the  Saracen*  thtmfelves,  exclaims  the  zealous 
Maimbourgh  (Hift. deslconoclaftcs.  1. i.)s and Theophanes(p. 3\a\ 
who  talks  of  Pharaoh's  numbering  the  male  children  of  Urael.  Thit 
mode  of  taxation  was  fam.liar  tq  the  Saracens :  and,  moft  unluckily 
for  the  hiftorian,  it  was  impofed  a  few  years  afterwards  in  France 
by  his  patron  Lewis  XIV. 

3  See  $he  Liber  Pontificalia  of  Agnelliis  (in  the  Scriptorcs  Rerum 
Italicarum  of  Muratori,  torn.  ii.  pars  i.)>  whofe  deeper  made  of  ** 
Barharifoi  marks  the  difference  between  Rome  and  Ravenna.  Yet 
*eare  indebted  to  him  for  fome  curious  and  domeftic  facls — the 
quarters  and  factions  of  Ravenna  (p.  i54.)»  the  revenge  of  Juftinian 
k  (p.  jfo,  i6i.)i  the  defeat  of  the  Greeks  (p.  170, 171.)*  &c- 

the 


14*  f  HE  DECLINE  AND  FAliL 

CXLik*:  *e  ^eve^  quarters  of  th6  city  had  long  cxerdfed 

*  a  bloody  and  hereditary  feud;  in  religious  coii- 

troverfy  they  found  a  new  aliineftt'df  fedScm?  but 

the  votaries  of  images  were  fuperibr  to  mihibers 

or  fyirfr,  and  the  exarch,  -vfrho  attempted7 to  ftem 

the   torrent,   loft  his  life  in  a  popular  fedition. 

To  punifli  this  flagitious   deed,    and  reftbrfe  his 

dominion  in  Italy,  the  empero*  fent  a  fleet  and 

army  into  the  Adriatic  gulf;     After  fufferihg  from 

the  winds  and  >#aves  much   lofs  and  dclav,  the 

Greeks  made  their  defcent  in  the  ndghbotirhood 

of  Ravenna  r  they  threatened  to  depopulate'  the 

guilty  capital,  and  to  imitate,  perhaps  to*  furpafs, 

the   example   of  Juftinian   the  fecrind,-  vfti  had 

chaftifed  a  former  rebellion  by  the  rhofed'  aiid 

execution    of  fifty  of  the  piindpal^inhabitant^, 

*Fhe  women  and  3clergy,"ihfackdbth  and  -kflies, 

lay  proftrate  in  prayer  {'  the  men*  "frete ?  m  5&tms  *f6r 

tiib  defence  of  their  country';  tHe  common  dinger 

'had"  "united  the  fafiSoris,  and  the  eVcAt  of  :a  biiftTte 

:was^referred  tb  the  ilow  mifcrfes  bf  a:  flert^  :th 

a  hard-fought  day,  as  "the  two  armies  zltetniiety 

yielded  and  advanced,   a  phantom  wa&,  feen*   a 

.^oice  wad. heard j  and  Ravena&Pwas  vi&orkms-by 

^Be  aflurancfeof  vi&bry.  *  llre7'ftranger$  fetr^tpa 

to  .'thqir  ihips,  but  the  populous  :Jfe*£oafti  poured 

-■foith'a  multitude  of  boats',  the-watefs-  of  the  Po 

'  -v^erfe  f6  deeply  irifefied  "with  blood,  that  during  fix 

years,  thg  public,  prejudice  ahftainedirom  the  fifh 

j  of  the  jriver ;  and  the?  inftitutioft  oftaai  annual  feaft 

perpetuated  the  worihip  of  'images, '  and  the  ab- 

.  horrqice,  pf  th$  Gwe\  tyxmi^    Amidft  the  triumph 

of  the  .Catholic  arms,   the  Roman  pontiff  con- 

7  *  vcnrcl 
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v^acd  a  iropfl  i$\  ninety- thi^e  biihops  againft  the  ^^p- 
Jb^Iy.^^  Ifjpnpclails^,  Wi^h  their  ronfent  he 
^piVD^^^^gemai  ^pipraupic^ion  .agafait  aty 
^MkJ^W^Sf,  deed  fhoujd  attack  the  tratfidpa 
of  ;thp«fttji^^d,  the  iiAag^  of  the .. faints  ;  in 
this.  fejrtejxce  the  emperor  wa&  tackly  involved  4°, 
but  the  Yotq  of  a  lait  and  hopelefs.  remonftrance 
may  .jfeem  to  imply  that  the  anathema,  was  yet 
fufpended  over  his  guilty  head.  .  No  fooner  had 
^hpy  confirmed  their  own  fafety,  the  worfhip  of 
image^  ,and  the  freedom  of  Rome  and  Italy, 
than  the  popep  appear  to  have  relaxed  of  their  fe- 
ygiy^and  to  haye  {pared  the  relics  of  thp.  By- 
i^^ti^^dommion/  Thqir  moderate  counfejs  de- 
3aje4  JBttd  prevented  the,  ele&ion  of  a  new  emperor, 
an{|^e)i-gxhprted  the  Italians  not  to  feparate  from 
th^jKidy  of  the  Roman  mpnarchy.  The  exarch 
„^ps  permitted  to.  refide  within  the  walls  of  Ravenna, 
adaptive  rather  than  a,  jnafter  j  and  till  the  Im- 
perial coronation  of  Charlemagne,  the  government 
of  Rome  and  Italy  was  exercifed  ifl  .tfcte  x^ame  of  the 
focuffivs  of  Gonftaiitine 4I.  ,;,  . 

4**1firt  'Leo  was  undoubtedly  comprifed  in  the  fi  qui»  .  . . .  unagi- 
imm  (jcntrvta  . , . .  dcftrultor ....  extttcrit  At?  e*torria  a  corpora 
J>.  N.  Jcfu  Chrtltt  vcl  toCiut  ccclefiac  unitate.  The.  can  cmi  ft  a  may 
decide  whether  the  guilt  or  the  name  constitutes  the  excommunica- 
tion £  arid  the  dectfion  is  of  the  Taft  importance  to  their  fafety,  fince, 
acrord  n^  to  the  oracle  (Gratia*  Cauf.  xxiii.q.  S'  e»"47*  apud  Span* 
heim,  Hift.  Imag.  p.  ti%.)9  homicidas  non  efle.qui  excommu&icatos 
tracidant. 

+*  Coropefctiit  tale  confiliam  Pontifex/f^eranseohferfionempriiv 
epL»:  C AMtfaf.  p.  156.).  SeA  ufc  dellftdi  em tit  amfctt  %  fide  R.  J. 
admonebat{p,  15-.).  The  popes  ftylc^Leo  andCoaibpiiiie  Copro- 
fiymus,  Im'peratores  et  Doming  with*  the  ftrange  epithet  of  PUJimi. 
A  famous  Moraic  of  the  Laterao  (A  !>.>,&.)  Yeprefents  Chrin% 
who  dfliwa  the  key*  tq"Bt.  f  etcr  and  the  banner  to  Conftan tine  V* 
tMuratori,  Annali  dTtaha,  torn.  vi.  p.  337.). 

The 
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CHAP..     Tfie  liberty  of  Rome,  \vhich  had  been  oppreiTed 
^_      .~u/  by  the  arms  and  arts  of  Auguftus,  was  refcued; 
mcpubiic    ^fter  feven  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  fervitudfei 
from  the  perfection  of  Leo  the  Ifauriari.    By  th£ 
Cadars,  the  triumphs  of  the  confuls  had  been  an- 
nihilated: in  the  decline  and  fall  of  thfc  Empire; 
the  god  Terminus,  the  facred  boundary,  had  infen- 
fibly  receded  from  the  ocean,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube, 
tnd  the  Euphrates ;  and  Rome  was  reduced  to  her 
tociexit  territory  from  Viterbo  to  Terracina,  and 
from  Natni  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tibdr4*.    When 
the  kings  were  bamflied^  the  republic  repofed  on 
the  firm  bafis  which  had  been  founded  by  their 
wifdom  and  virtue.     Their  perpetual  jurifdi&ion 
■was  divided  between  two  annual  rhagiftrates ;  the 
fenate  continued  to  exercife  the  powers  of  admi- 
niftration  and  couiifel ;  and  the  legiflative  authority 
was  diftributed  in  the  alfemblies  of  the  people, "by 
a  Well-proportioned  fcale  of  property  and  fervice. 
Ignorant  of  the  arts  of  luxury,  the  primitive  Ro- 
mans  had   improved  the  fcience  of  government 
and  war ;  the  will  of  the  community  was  abfoliite  ; 
the  rights  of  individuals  were  facred :  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  citizens  were  armed  for  defence 
or  conqueft  j  and  a  band  of  robbers  and  outlaw* 
was  moulded  into  a  nation,  deferving  of  freedom, 
and  ambitious  of  glory  *\     When  the  fovereignty 

of 

4*  I  have  traced  the  Roman  dutchy  according  to  the  maps,  and 
the  mapa  according  to  the  excellent  diffVrtation,  of  father  Beretti 
(de  Chorographia  Italia  Mcdii  JEvi,  feci.  xx.  p.  %  16—231.)'  Yet 
I  mud  nicely  obferve,  that'Vrtrrbo  is  of  Lombard  foundation  (p. 
six.)?  an<l  *****  TerfcictnaAvis  ufurped  by  the  Greeks. 
. ,  4'  On  the  extent,  population,  &c.  of  the  Roman  "kingdom,  the 
i*ad«r  may  pcrufe,  with  pleafure,  the  Difoms  PrfUminaire  to  the 

Rcpublique 
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of  the  Greek  emperors  was  exdnguHhfed*  the  rtjjrts    ^.V** 

of  Rome  prefented  the  -fad-image -of  depopulation 

and  decay ;  her  flavery  wa$  an  habit,  her  liberty  ah 

accident ;  the  effeft  of  fupgrftkion,  artd  the  objeQ:  of 

her  own  amazement  and  terror.    The  laft  ve(Ugcof 

the  fubftance,  or  even  the  forms,  of  the  confHtution, 

was  obliterated  from  the  pra&iee  arid  memory  of 

the  Romans ;  and  they  were  devoid  of  knowledge, 

or  virtue,  again  to  build  the-  fabric  of  a  common* 

wealth.      Their  fcanty  remnant,  the  offspring  of 

Haves  and  ftrangers,   was  defpicable  in  the  eyes* 

of  the  victorious  Barbarians.      As  often  as   the. 

Franks  or  Lombards  exprefled  their  mofl  bitter 

contempt  of  a  foe,  they  called  him  a  Roman;* 

"  and  in  this  name,"  fays  the  bifhop  Liutprand, 

"  we  include  whatever  is  bafe,  whatever  is  coward- 

"  ly,  whatever  is  perfidious,  the  extremes  of  avarice 

u  and  luxury,  and  every  vice  that  can  proftitute 

"  the  dignity  of  human  nature44."     By  the  necef- 

fity  of  their  fituarion,  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  were 

caft  into,  the  rough  model  of  a  republican  govern* 

ment :  they  were  compelled  to  ele&  fome  judges 

in  peace,  and  fome  leaders   in  war;    the  nobles 

aflembled  to  deliberate,   and  their*  refolves  could 

frpubKque  Romaine  of  M.  de  Beaufort  (torn,  i),  who  will  not  be 
accufcd  of  too  much  credulity  for  the  early  ages  of  Rome.   - 

44  Quo*  (Rfimaaos)  nos,  tongobardi  fcilicet,  Saxoncs,-  Francjj 
Lotharingi,  Bajoarii,  Suevi,  Burgundiones,  tanto  dedignamur  ut 
inimicos  noftros  coimnoti,  nil  aliud  contumeliarura  niii  Rwnane, 
<kamus :  hoc  fqlo,id  til  Romanorum  nomine,  quicquid  ijnobtfitatis, 
4'aicquid  timulitatis,  quicquid  avarit  ae,  quicquid  luxuriac,  quicquid 
roendacii,  immo  quicquid  vitiorum  eft  comprcheitdcntts  (Liut- 
prand, in  Legat-  Script,  ltal.  torn.  ii.  para  i.  p.  4.81.).  For  the  tins  of 
Cato  or  Tully,  Minos  might  have  impofed,  at  a  fit  penance,  the- 
daily  peruikl  of  this  barbarous  paflagc. 

4  not- 
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not  be  executed  without  the  union  and  content 
of  the  multitude.  The  ftyle  of  the  Roman  fenate 
and  people  was  revived 4$,  but  the  fpirit  was  fled ; 
and  their  new  independence  was  difgraced  by  the 
tumultuous  conflift  of  licentioufnefs  and  oppreffion. 
The  want  of  laws  could  only  be  fupplied  by  the  in- 
fluence of  religion,  and  their  foreign  and  domeftic 
counfels  were  moderated  by  the  authority  of  the 
bUhop.  His  alms,  his  fermons,  his  correfpondence 
with  the  kings  and  prelates  of  the  Weft,  his  recent 
fervices,  their  gratitude,  and  oath,  accuftomed  the 
Romans  to  confider  him  as  the  firft  magiftrate  or 
prince  of  the  city.  The  Chriftian  humility  of  the 
popes  was  not  offended  by  the  name  of  Dominus, 
or  Lord;,  and  their  face  and  infcription  are  (till 
apparent  on  the  moft  ancient  coins  **.  Their  tem- 
poral doAimion  is  now  confirmed  by  the  reverence 
of  a  th^ufand  yeats ;  an<l  their  nobleft  title  is  the 
^ree  choice,  of  a  people,  whom  they  had  redeemed 
from  flavery. 


Home  at- 
tacked by 
the  Lom- 
bards, 

A.  D. 
7jo—  75*- 


In  the  quarrels  of  ancient  Greece,  the  holy  peo- 
ple of  Elis  enjpybd '  a  perpdttjal  peace,  under  the 
prota&ion  <?f  Jupiter,  and  in  the  ^eaercife?  of  the 

M  Pipinoregi  Frnncorum,  omnis  fenatus;  atque-  ixniveria  popnti 
generalita? &*Dto  retVatie  Romanic  urt>i>.  Codex  CaroYin.  epiA.  36. 
ill  Script  IU)  torn.  jtCfwfrrs  ii;  p.  160.  The  name*  6t  feflatus  and 
fenator  were  nevet  totally  extinct  (DiflTert.  Chorograph.  p.  «6, 
217.)  i  but  in  the  nvddle  agres  they  fignified  little  more  than  fiobika 
optirilate*.  &c.  (Dueange.Gloff.  tatia.). 

4*  See  Muratori  Antiquit.  Itali*  MJfdii  JEvi;  torn.  ii.  tftflertat. 
xxvii.  p.  548.  On  one  of  thefe  coins  we  read  Hadrianus  Papa 
(JL%B.  77*.) ;  un  the  reverfe,  Vitf.  DDNk.  with  the  word  CQNOB, 
Wfcicii  thePeVe  Jotibert  (Science  des  Medailles,  torn.  ii.  p.  4*J  ex- 
plains  by  CGMftanttnopoff  Officinal  (fecunda), 

Olympic 
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Olympic  gama§47«  Happy  would  it  have  been  cJltxP# 
for  the  Rbmstftt*  if  a  fimilar  privilege  had  guarded 
the, patrimony  of  St. Peter  from  thecftfemitite  of 
-v^l  if  the  Chriftians,  who  vifited  the  holy  thref- 
hoffiSfrould  have  fheathed  their  ftrordc  in  die 
pr&mce  of  the  apoftie  and  his  fucceflbri  -  Brit  this 
myotic  circle  could  have  been  traced  onfytry  the 
wand  of  a  legiflator  and  *  fage :  this  pacific  ;fyftefri 
\^ljncomp^^le  .with  the  zeal  1«d  ambition  of  the 
V°W\'ty  Romans  were  npt:ad$li&ed,  *&e  tfte 
inhafelt^its  of  JElis,  to  the  innocent  and  phdd  Hi- 
four's  of  agriculture ;  and  the  Barbarians  of  Ifi*ft 
though  foftened  by  the  cKiftate^  were  far  betatarthe 
Grecian  flutes  in  thev  inititqfrions  fofc  public  and 
private  l^e.  A  memorable  example  of  repNttqrjce 
ani^f  piety  ipas  exhibited  by  liutpranyd  kbkg*  df 
the  Lombards.  In  arms,  at  the  gale  of  tfie  Vatkin, 
the  conqueror  littered  t6.  die  vqiceoof  Gregory 
the  fecond48,  withdrew  his  troops,  refigxied  hfc 
conquefts,  rdpe&fully  vifited  the  church  of  Sfci 
P#£r*<and  after  performing  hift  devdttons,*  offered 
hkf  Word  and  teggtt*  his  cukafs  and  mafctte,  hH 
filler. croft  qpd  his  r^rown  of  gold,  oh  thetomB 
of  the  apoftie.  But  this  religious  fervour  w^s.the 
SWSon,  perhaps  $e  artifice  of  the  moment;  the. 
fenfc  of  nitereft  is  ffarong  and  hefting;  the  love  of 

.  47  See  Weft's  Ififfifetstfoa  on  the  Olympic  Games  (Pindar,  vol.  ii. 
p,  3 a-*- $6.  edition  in  !<»•),  and  the  jqdtclptts  f efle&ions  of  Polybius 
(ton*  L  I  in  pt<4&6t  edit*  OronoT.> 

4*  *rtefye&&  of  Gregory  to  tte  Lombard  is  finjel^compofcdb/ 
Sigofifot  (de  Regn'i  ftalfe,  1.  iii.  Qper^  torn.  ii.  p.  *7j)r  who  Imio 
tafcet  tffirJitedie  kntf  the  fpiHt  of  Saflirftor  Livy. 

Y&tj&i  t  pern 
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CHAP.  arTns  and  rapine  was  congenial  to  the  Lombards? 
?nd  both  the  prince  and  people  were  irrefiftibly 
tempted  by  the  disorders  of  Italy,  the  nakednefe 
of  Rome,  and  the  unwariike  profeffion  of  her  new 
chief*    On  the  firft  edi&s  of  the  emperor,  they  de- 
clared themfelves  the  champions  of  the  holy  images : 
liutprand  invaded  the  province  of  Romagna,  which 
had  already  affuaned  that  diftin&ive  appellation; 
the  Catholics  of  the  Exarchate  yielded  without  re- 
ludance  to  his  civil  and  military  pewef;  -and  a 
foreign  enemy  was.  introduced  for  the  firft  time 
ipto  the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Ravetma.    That 
city  and  fortrefs  were  fpeedily  recovered  by  the 
a&ive  diligence  and  maritime  forces  of  the  Vene- 
tians ;  and  thofe  faithful  fubje&s  obeyed  the  exhort* 
ation  of  Gregory  himjetf,  in  feparating  the  perianal 
guilt  of  Leo  from  the  general  caufe  of  the  Roman 
empire 49.    The  Greeks  were  lefs  mindful  of  the 
fiprvice,  than  the  Lombards  of  the  injury :  the  two 
nations,  hoftile  in  their  faith,  were  reconciled  in  a 
dangerous  and  unnatural  alliance;  the  king  and 
the  exarch  inarched  to  the  conqueft  of  Spoleto 
find  Rome :  the  ftorm  evaporated  without  efte£t, 
but  the  policy  of  Liutprand  alarmed  Italy  with  a 
vexatious  alternative  of  hoftility  and  truce.     His 
fucceflbr   Aftolphus  declared  .  hinifelf   the   equal 
enemy  of  the  emperor  and  the  pope:  Ravenna 

♦•  The  Venetian  hiftorians,  John  Sagorninus  (Chron.  Venet.p,  13^ 
and  the  doge  Andrew  Dandolo  ^  Script  ores  Ker.  Ital.  torn*  xii.p.  135 .). 
have  prcferved  this  epiftle  of  Gregory.  The  lofs  and  recovery  of 
Ravenna  are  mentionedby  Paulus  Diaconus  (de  Geft.Langobard.1.  vi. 
c.  49.  54.  rn  Script.  Ital.  torn.  i.  parsi.  p.  506.  508.)  ;  but  «ur  chro- 
nologies, Pagi,  Mtwatori,  5cc»  cannot  afeertain  the  date  or  circum- 
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was  fubdued  by  force  or  treachery  s%  and  this  final  CHAP, 
conqxieft  extinguished  the  feries  of  the  exarchs,  u     ri\j 
who  had  reigned  with  afubordinate  ffower  finfce  th$ 
time  of  juftinian  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gothic  king- 
dom.    Rome  was  fummoned  to  acknowledge  th£ 
vi&prious  Lombard  as  her  lawful  fovereign j  the  an- 
nual tribute  of  a  piece  of  gold  was  fixed  as  the  ranfom  . 
of  each  citizen,  and  the  lword  of  deftru&iofl  was  un- 
flieathed  to  exad  the  penalty  of  her  difbbedience; 
The  Rorn&ns  hefitated  ;  they  entreated ;  they  coio* 
plained;    and    the    threatening  Barbarians    were 
checked  by  ams  and  negotiations,  till  the  pope£ 
had  engaged  the  friendlhip  of  an  ally  and  avenger 
beyond  the  Alps 51. 

In  his  diftrefs,  the  firft.  Gregory  had  implored   Her  deli- 
the  aid  of  the  hero  of  the  age,  of  Charles  Martel,  p7pin,C  T 
who  governed  the  French  monarchy  with  the  humr  A' D'  7S+ 
ble  title  of  mayor  or  duke ;  end  who,  by  his  fignal 
vi&ory  over  the  Saracens,  had  faved  his  country^ 
and  perhaps  Europe,  from  the  Mahometan  yoke. 
The  aipbaffadors  of  the  pope  were  received  by 
Charles  with  decent  reverence ;  but  the  greatnefs 
of  bis  occupations,  and  the  fliortnefs  of  his  life, 
prevented  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  Italy, 
except  by  a  friendly  and  ineffe&ual  mediation* 
His  fon  Pepin,  the  heir  of  his  .power  and  virtues,-  " 

*o  The  option  will  depend  on  the  various  readings  of  the  MSS.  of 
Anafta fins— deceperat,  or  decerpferat  (Script.  Ital.  torn.  iii.  parsi. 
p.  167)- 

«*  The  Codex  CaroHftus  is  a  coilt&'on  of  the  CF^les  of  the  Poped 
to  Charles  Martel  (whom  they  ftyle  Subre$ulm)y  Pepin  and  Charle-  * 
ffiagnc,  as  far  the  year  791,  when  it  was  formed  by  the  laft  of  thefe 
princes.  Hi*  original  and  authentic  M  3.  (Bibliotheex  Cnbiculari  >)  is 
low  in  the  Imperial  library  of  Vienna,  and  has  been  published  by 
Lambctiusand  Moratori  (Script.  Rerum Ital.  torn.  iii.  pars  ii.  p.  7$* 
*c-> 

L  2  .  affumed 
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SfLixf'  turned   the  Office  of  champion  of  the  Roman 
church;  and  the  zeal  of  the  French  prince  appears 
to  have  been  prompted  by  the  love  of  glory  and 
f eligion.     But  the  danger  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tyber,  the  fuccour  on  thofe  of  the  Seine  ;  and  our 
fympathy  is  cold  to  the  relation  of  diftant  mifery. 
Amidft  the  tears  of  the  city,  Stephen  the  third  em- 
braced the* generous  relblution  of  vifiting  in  perfon 
the  courts  o?  Lombardy  and  France,  to  deprecate 
the  injuftice  of  his  enemy,  or  to  excite  the  pity  and 
indignation  of  his  friend.     After  foothing  the  pub- 
lic defpair  by  litanies  and  orations,  he  undertook 
this  laborious  journey  with  the  ambaffadors  of  the 
French   monarch  and  the  Greek  emperor.     The 
king    of  the  Lombards  was  inexorable ;  but  his 
threats  could  not  filence  the  complaints,  nor  retard 
the  fpeed  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who  traverfed  the 
Pennine  Alps,  repofed  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Maurice, 
and  haftened  to  grafp  the  right-hand  of  his  pro- 
testor, a  hand, which  was  never  lifted  in  vain, 
cither  in  war  or  friendfhip.    Stephen  was  enter- 
tained as  the  vifible  fucceflbr  of  the  apoftle ;  at  the 
next  affembly*  the  field  of  March  or#of  May,  his  in- 
juries were  ^xpofed  to  a  devout  and  warlike  nation, 
and  he   repafled  the  Alps,   not   as    a   fuppliant, 
but  as  a  conqueror,    at  the  head  of  a  French 
army,  which  was  led  by  the  king  in  perfon.      The 
Lombards,  after  a  weak  refiftance,   obtained  an 
ignominious    peace*    and    fwore    to    reft  ore    the 
poffeflions,  and  to  refpeft  the  fan&ity,  of  the  Ro- 
man church.     But  no  fooner  was  Aftolphus  deliver- 
ed from  the  prefencc  of  the  French  arms,  than  he 
forgot  his    ptomife    and    refented    his    difgrace. 
Rome  was  again  encompaffed  by  his  arms ;  and 

Stephen, 
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Stephen,  apprehenfive  of  fatiguing  the  seal  of  his   cJJfv*# 

Tranfalpine  allies,  enforced  his  complaint  and  re- 
quell,  by  an  eloquent  letter  in  the  name  a&d  per- 
fon  of  St.  Peter  himfelf5*.  The  apoftle  affures 
his  adoptive  fons,  the  king,  the  clergy,  and  the 
nobles  of  France,  that  dead  in  the  flefh,  he  is  flill 
alive  in  the  fpyit;  that  they  now  hear,  and  mu# 
obey,  the  voice  of  the  founder  and  guardian  of  the 
Roman  church :  that  the  Virgin,  the  angels,  the 
faints,  and  the  martyrs,  and  all  the  hpft  of  heaven, 
unanimoufly  urge  the  jequpft,  sjnd  will  confefs  the 
obligation;  that  riches,  vi&ory,  and  paradife, 
will  crown  their  pious  enterprife,  and  that  eternal 
damnation  will  be  the  penalty  of  their  neglefo,  if 
they  fuffer  his  tomb,  his  temple,  and  his  people, 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  perfidious  Lombards. 
The  fecond  expedition  of  Pepin  was  not  lefs~  rapid 
and  fortunate  than  the  firft :  St.  Peter  was  fatisfied, 
Rome  was  again  faved,  and  Aftolphus  was  taught 
the  leffons  of  juftice  and  fincerity  by  the  fcourgg 
of  a  foreign  mafter.  After  this  double  chaftife- 
ment,  the  Lombards  languifhed  about  twenty 
years  in  a  ft  ate  of  languor  and  decay.  But  their 
minds  were  not  yet  humbled  to  their  condition  j 
and  inftead  of  affe&ing  the  pacific  virtues  of  the 
feeble,  they  peevifhiy  haraffed  the  Romans  with 
a  repetition  of  claims,  evafions,  and  inroads,  which 

they  undertook  without  reflection  and  terminated 

• 

**  see  this  raoft  extraordinary  letter  in  the  Codex  Carolinus,  epift. 
iii.  pw  o>  The  enemies  of  the  popes  have  charged  them  with  fraud 
and  blafpbemy ;  yet  they  furely  meant  to  perfuade  rather  than  dc* 
cdve.  This  introdudion  of  the  dead,  or  of  immortals,  was  familiar 
to  the  ancient  orators,  though  it  is  executed  on  this  occafion  in  the 
jude  faihion  of  the  age. 
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without  glory.  On  either  fide,  their  expiring 
monarchy  was  preffed  by  the  zeal  and  prudence  of 
pope  Adrian  the  firfi,  the  genius,  the  fortune,  and 
greatnefs  of  Charlemagne  the  fon  of  Pepin ;  thefe 
heroes  of  the  chufch  and  ftate  were  united  in  pub- 
lic and  domeftic  friendfhip,  and  while  they  trampled 
on  the  proftrate,  they  V'arnjflied  their  proceedings 
with  the  faireft  colours  of  equity  and  moderation 53. 
The  paffes  of  the  Alps,  and  the  walls  of  Pavia, 
were  the  only  defence  of  the  Lombards;  the  former 
^rere  furprifed,  the  latter  were  inverted,  by  the  fon 
of  Pepin;  and  after  a  blbckade  of  two  years, 
t)efiderius,  the  lafl  of  their  native  princes,  fur- 
rendered  his  fceptre  and  his  capital.  Under  the 
dominion  of  a  foreign  king,  but  in  the  pofleffion 
fcf  their  national  laws,  the  Lombards  became  the 
brethren,  rather  than  the  fubjefts,  of  the  Franks ; 
Who  derived  their  blood,  and  manners,  and  Ian* 
guage,  from  the  fame  Germanic  origin  5\ 

The  mutual  obligations  of  the  popes  and  the 
Carloyingian  family,  form  the  important  link  of 
ancient  and  modern,  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical, 
Mftory.  In  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  the  champions 
of  the  Roman  church  obtained  a  favourable  occa- 
fioh,  a  fpecious  title,  the  wi{hes  of  the  people,  the 

*3  Except  in  the  divorce  of  the  daughter  of  Defidcrius,  whom  Charle. 
magne  repudiated  fine  aliquo  crjminc  Pope  Stephen  IV.  had  moft 
f\irioufly  oppofed  the  alliance  of  a  noble  Frank— cum  peifida,  hor- 
rida,  necdicrnda,fetentiffima  natrone  Longobardorum—  to  whom 
he  imputes  the  firftflain  of  leprofy  (Cod.  Carotin,  epift.  45.  p.  17$, 
£79.).  Another  reafon  againft  the  marriage  was  the  exiftence  of  a  ftrft 
wife  (Muratori,  Arniali  d  Italia,  torn,  vi-  p.  232,  133. 236,  237.).  But 
Chark  magne  indulged  himfelf  in  the  freedom  of  polygamy  or  con- 
cubinage. 

5+  See  the  Arnali  d'ltalia  of  Muratori,  torn.  vi.  and  the  three  firft 
4iflertation8  of  his  Antiquitates  Italic  Medii  iEyi,  torn.  i. 

prayers 
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prayer*  and  intrigues  of  the  clergy.    But  the  moft  c32iJLR 
cffential  gifts  of  the  popes  to  the  Carlovingian  race  v, 
were  the  dignities -of  king  of   France55,  and- of 
patrician    of    Rome.      I.    Under  the    kcerdotal 
monarchy  of  St.  Peter,  the  nations  began  to  refume 
the  practice  of  feeking,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber, 
their  kings,  their  laws,  and  the  oracles  of  their 
fete.    The  Franks  were  perplexed  between   the 
name  and  fubftance  of  their  government.    All  the 
powers  of  royalty  were  exercifed  by  Pepin,  mayor 
of  the  palace ;  and  nothing,  except  the  regal  title, 
was  wanting  to  his  ambition.     His  enemies  were 
crufhed  by  his  valour ;  his  friends  were  multiplied 
by  his  liberality ;  his  father  had  been  the  faviour 
of  Chriftendom;  and  the  claims  of  perfonal  tnerit 
were  repeated  and  ennobled  in  a  defcent  of  four 
generations.    The  name  and  image  of  royalty  was 
ftill  preferved  in  the  laft  defcendant  of  Clovis,  the 
feeble  Childeifc ;  but  l}is  obfolete  right  could  only 
be  ufed  as  an  instrument  of  (edition :  the  nation 
was  defirous  of  reftoring  thfe  fimplicky  6f  the  con- 
ftitution ;  and  Pepin,  a  fubjed  and  a  prince,  was 
ambitious  to  afcertain  his  own  rank  and  the  fbi> 
tune  of  his  family.    The  mayor  and  the  nobles 
were  bouiid,  by  an  oath  of  fidelity,  to  the  royal 
phantom :  the  blood  of  Clovis  was  pure  and  facred 

ss  Bfcfidea  the  common  hiftorians,  three  French  critics,  Launoy 
(Opera,  tom.v.  paraii.  1.  vii.  epift.  9  P-477— 487-)*  paS*  (Critica, 
A-  D.  7^1,  N° 1—6.  A.  D.  75*,  N&  1— 10.).  and  Natalia  Alexander 
(Hift.  Novi  Teftamenti,  diflertat.  ii.  p.  96— 107  ),  have  treated  thi* 
fubjeft  of  the  demolition  of  Childeric  with  learning  and  attention, but 
with  a  ftrong  bias  to  fave  the  independence  of  the  crown.  Yet  they 
are  hard  prefled  by  the  text  which  they  produce  of  Eginharft,  Theo* 
pkajiei,  and  the  old  annals,  Laurefhamenfes  FuTdeoiis,  Loifielaau 

L4  in 
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c  "  &  P.  in  their  eyes.;  -and  their  common  ambafladors  ad? 
dreffed  die  .Roman  pontiff,  to  difpel  their  fcruples, 
or  to  abfolve  their  promise.  .  The  intereft  of  pope 
Zachary,  the  ftuaceffor  a£  the  two  Gregorieg, 
prompted  him  ta -decide^  and  to. decide  in  their 
favour :  he  pronounced/  that  the  nation  might  law- 
fully unite,  in  the  feme  perfan,  the  title  and  autho- 
rity of  king ;  apd  .that  the  unfortunate  Childeric, 
a  vi£tim  of  the  public  fafety,  (hould  be  degraded, 
ihaved,  and  confined  in  a  monaftery  for  the  rer 
mainder  of  his  days.  An  anfwer  fo  agreeable  to 
their  wiihes  was  accepted  by  the  Franks,  as  the 
opinion  of  a  cafuift,  the  fentehce  of  a  judge,  or  the 
oracle  of  a  prophet :  the*  Merovingian  race  difap- 
peared  from  the  earth  ;  and  Pepin  was  exalted  on 
a  buckler  by  the  fufirage  of  a  free  people,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  obey  his  laws  and  to  march  under  hi§ 
ftandard. .  His  coronation  was  twice  performed, 
with  the  fen&on  of  the  popes,  by  their  inoft  faith- 
fid  ferroiit  St.  Boniface,  the  apoftle  of  Germany, 
and  by-  the  grateful  hands  of  Stephen  the  third, 
who,  ia«the  monaftery  of  St.  Dettys,  placed  the 
diadem  on  the.  hebd  of  his  bcnefador.  The  royal 
un&ion  of  the  kings  of  Ifirael  was  dexteroufly  ap- 
plied46: the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  affumed  the 
character  of  a  divine  ambaflador :  a  German  chief- 
tain was  transformed  into  the  Lord's  anointed  j  and 

**  Not  absolutely  for  the  firft  time.  On  a  lefs  confplcuous  thea- 
tre, it  had  been  iifcd,  in  the  vi*h  and  vii^  centuries,  by  the  provincial 
bifhops  of  Britain  and  Spain.  The  royal  unclion  of  Conftantinople 
was  borrowed  from  the  Latins  in  the  lad  age  of  the  empire.  Con- 
ftantine  Manaffes  mentions  that  of  Charlemagne  as  a  foreign ,  Jewiih, 
jncomprehenfible  ceremony.  See  Selden's  Titles  of  Honour,  in  his 
Works,  vol.  iil.  part  i.  p.  234—249. 
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4his  Jewiflr  rile  has  been  dtffafed  and  maintained  chap. 
by  the  fuperfiition  and  vanity  of  modern  Europe.  J^^*J 
-  Thef  ranks  were  ahfoived  irom  their  ancient  oath; 
hut  a*  dka  anathema  was  thundered  againft  diem 
and  their  ppfterity,  if  they  fhould  dare  to  renew 
the  fame  freedom  of  choice,  or  to  eled  a  kiijg, 
except  in  Jthe  holy  and  meritorious  race  of  the 
Cartovingi^p  princes,    Without  apprehending  die 
future  danger,  thefe  princes  gloried  ia  their  prcfent 
Jecurity:   die  >  fecret&ry  of   Charlemagne  affirms,, 
that  the  French  fceptre  was  transferred  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  popes";  and  in  their  boldeft  en* 
terprifes,  they  infift,  with  confidence,  on  this  lignai: 
and  fuccefcful  a£t  of  temporal  juritdiftion* 

II.  In  the  change  of  manners  and  language,  Patricians 
the  patricians  of  Rome si  were  far  removed  from  °*  Romc- 
the  fenate  of  Romulus,  or  the  palace  of.  Conftan- 
tine,  from  the  free  nobles  of  the  republic,  or 'the 
Acinous  parents  of  the  emperor.  After  die  re- 
covery of  Italy  and  Africa  by  the  arms  of  Jufthaan^ 
the  importance  and  danger  of  thofe  remote  pro-* 
ymoes  required  the  prefence  of  a  faprememagif- 
trate ;  he.  was  indifferently  ftyfed  the  exarch  or  the 
patrician;  and  thefe  governors  of  Ravenna,  who 

J7  Sec  Eginhard,  in  Vita  Caroli  Magni,  c.  i.  p.  9,  &c.  c.  iiL  p.  34. 
Childeric  was  dcpo&d—juju,  the  Cariovingians  were  eftablifhcd— 
muBwitate,  Pontiicie  Romani.  Launoy,  Sec  pretend  that  thefe  ftrong 
words'  arc  iufceptible  of  a  very  foft'interpretation.  Be  it  fo ;  yet 
Eginhard  underftood  the  world,  the  court,  and  the  Latin  language. 

«•  For  the  title  and  powers  of  patrician  of  Rome,  fee  Docange 
<Glofi*.  Latin,  torn.  v.  p.  149—151.)  Pagi  (Critica,  A.  D.  740,  N°  6-— 
11.),  Muratori  (A.nnalid*Ita1ia,  torn.  vi.  p.  308— •329,0 j  and  St.  Marc 
(Abrege  Chronologique  d  Italic,  torn,  i,  p.  379— 381.).  Of  thefe 
the  Frantifcan  Pagi  is  the  moft  difpofed  to  make  the  patrician  a 
lieutenant  of  the  church,  rather  than  of  the  empire. 

fill 
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CXLix.P'  **H  **  PIace  **  the  chronotogy  of  princes,  ex- 
tended their  jurifdi&on  over  the  Roman  city. 
Since  the  revolt  of  Italy  and  the  lofa  of  the  Ex- 
archafe,  the  diftrefs  of  die  Romany  had  exa&ed 
feme  facrifice  of  their  independtence.  Yet,  *ven 
in  this  aft,  they  exercifed  the  right  of  dilpofiftg 
of  themfelves ;  and  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  and 
people,  fucceffively  inverted  Charlos  Mattel  and 
his  pofterity,  with  the  honours  of  patrician  of  Rome. 
The  leaders  of  a  powerful  nation  would  have  dif- 
dained  a  fervile  title  and  Subordinate  office ;  but 
the  reign  of  the  Greek  emperors  wag  fufpended  j 
and,  in  the  vacancy  of  the  empire,  they  derived  a 
more  glorious  commiffion  from  the  pope  and  the 
republic*  The  Roman  ambafladors  prefented 
thefe  patricians  with  the  keys  of  the  ftirine  of  St, 
.  Peter,  as  a  pledge  *and  fymbol  of  Sovereignty ;  with 
a  holy  banner,  which  it  was  their  right  and  duty 
to  unfurl  in  the  defence  of  the  church  and  city  *% 
In  the  time  of  Charles  Martel  and  of  Pepin,  the 
interpofirion  of  the  Lombard  kingdom  covered  the 
freedom,  while  k  threatened  the  fafety,  of  Rome  ; 
and  the  patriciate  reprsfeojed  only  die  title,  the 
fenrice,  the  alliance,  of  thefe  diftant  prote&ors. 
The  power  and  policy  of  Charlemagne  annihilated 
dm  enemy,  and  impoJed  a  mailer.    In  his  firfl  vifit. 

59  The  papal  advocates  can  (often  the  fymbolic  meaning  of  the  ban- 
ner and  the  keys ;  but  the  ftyle  of  ad  regnum  dimifimue,  or  direximus 
(Codex  Carotin  eptft.i.  topi.  iii.  pars  Ii'.  p.  76.)*  fecm$  to  allow  of  no 
palliation  or  efcape.  In  the  MS.  of  the  Vienna  library,  they  read,  in - 
ilead  of  regnum,  rogum,  prayer  or  requeft  (fee  Ducange) ;  and  the 
royalty  of  Charles  Martel  is  fubverted  by  this  important  corre£tio* 
(Cataiini,  in  hia  Critical  Prefaces  Anuali  dltalia,  topa,  xvii.  p.  9 $— 
99O. 

to 
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to  the  capital,  he  was  received  with  all  the  honours  chap. 

%  XT  IX" 

which  had  formerly  been  paid  to  the  exarch,  the 
representative  of  the  emperor  j  and  thefe  honours 
obtained  feme  new  decorations  from  the  joy  and 
gratitude  of  pope  Adrian  the  firft  *  No  fooner 
was  he  informed  of  the  fudden  approach  of  the 
monarch,  than  he  difpatched  the  magiftrates  an4 
nobles  of  Rome  to  meet  him,  with  the  banner, 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  city.  At  the  diftance 
cf  one  mile,  the  Flaminian  way  was  lined  with  the 
jcbools,  or  national  communities,  of  Greeks,  Lom- 
bards, Saxons,  &c. :  the  Roman  youth  were  under 
arms  ;  and  the  children  of  a  more  tender  age,  with 
palms  and  olive  branches  in  their  hands,  chaunted 
the  praifes  of  their  great  deliverer.  At  the  afped 
of  the  holy  croffes,  and  eiifigns  of  the  faints,  he 
difmounted  from  his  horfe,  led  the  proceffion  of 
his  nobles  tt>  the  Vatican,  and,  as  he  afcended  the 
ftairs,  devoutly  kiffed  each  ftep  of  the  threfhold 
of  the  apoftles.  In  the  portico,  Adrian  expe&ed 
him  at  the  head  of  hi$  clergy :  they  embraced,  as 
friends  and  equals;  but  in  their  march  to  the  altar, 
the  king  or  patrician  affumed  the  right-hand  of 
the  pope.  Nor  was  the  Frank  content  with  thefe 
vain  and  empty  demonstrations  of  refpeft*  In  the 
twenty-fix  years  that  elapfed,  between  the  conquest 
of  Lombardy  and  his  Imperial  coronation,  Rome, 
which  had  been  delivered  by  the  ffcord,  was  fub- 
jeS,  as  his  own,  to  the*  fceptre  of  Charlemagne. 

**  In  the  authentic  narrative  of  this  reception*  the  Liber  Pon- 
Jificnlis  obfervet— obtiam  illi  ejus  fan&itas  dirigens  ycnerabilescru- 
cea,  id  eft  figna;  fieut,  moieft ad exarcfaum*  autpatricium  faicipien- 
tfuin,  eupa  cuangenfi  bonorc  fufcip;  fecit  (torn,  iii  pan  i.  p.  1 85.)* 

The 
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The  people  fwore  allegiance  to  his  perfon  and  fa- 
mily :  in  his  name  mpney  was  coined,  and  juftice 
was  adminityered ;  and  the  ele&ion  of  the  popes 
was  examined  and  confirrqed  by  his  authority.  Ex- 
cept an  original  and  felf-inherept  claim  of  fove- 
reignty,  there  was  npt  .ajiy  prerogative  renywning, 
which  the  title  .of  emperor  could  add  to  the  patri- 
cian of  Rom£  *\ 

The  gratitude  of  the  Carlovingiana  was  adequate 
to  thefe  obligations,  and  their  names,  are.confecrated 
as  the  faviours  and  benefa&ors  of  the  Roman 
church.  Her  ancient  patrimony  of  farrtf s  and 
houfes  was  transformed  by  their  bounty  into  the 
temporal  dominion  of  cities  and  provinces;  and 
the  donation  of  the  Exarchate  was  the  firil  fruits  of  - 
the  conquefts  of  Pepin 62.  Aftolphus  with  a  figh 
relinquished  his  prey ;  the  keys  and  the  hoftages 
pf  the  principal  cities  were  delivered  to  the  French 
ambaffador  j  and*  in  his  mailer's  name,  he  pre- 
ferred them  before  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter.  The 
ample  meafure  of  the  Exarchate 6i  might  comprife 

all 

*'  Panlus  Diaconus,  who  wrote  before  the  empire  of  Charlemagne* 
defcribes  Rome  as  his  fubjeel  city — veftrx  civitates  (ad  Pompeium 
Feftom),  fuis  addidit  fceptris  (de  Metenfis  Ecclefia  Epifcopis). 
Some  Garloringian  medals,  ftruck  at  Rome,  have  engaged  Le  Blanc 
to  write  an  elaborate,  though  partial,  diffcrtation  on  their  authority 
at  Rome,  both  as  patricians  and  emperors  (Amfterdam,  1691,  in 

4I0>. 

**  Mofheim  (Inftitutton  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  s6j.)  weighs  this  donation 
with  fair  and  deliberate  prudence.  The  original  act  has  never  been 
produced  5  but  the  Liber  Pohtificalis  reprcferits  (p.  171.),  and  the 
Codex  Carolinus  fuppofes,  this  ample  gift.  Both  are  contemporary 
records :  and  the  latter  is  the  more  authentic,  fince  it  has  been 
preferred,  not  in  the  papal,  but  the  Imperial,  library. 

63  Between  the  exorbitant  claims,  and  narrow  conceffious,  o£ia- 
tereft  and  j)i-ejudice,from  which  even  Muratori  (Antiqnitat*  ton.  t. 

p  ,63-. 
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all  die  provinces  of  Italy  which  had  obeyed  'the  chap.' 
emperor  and  his  vicegerent ;  but  its  ft  rift  and  L 
proper  limits  were  included  in  the  territories  of  Ra- 
venna, Bologna,  andFerrara:-  its  infeparable  de- 
pendency was  the  Pentapolis,  which  ftretched  along 
the  Adriatic  from  Rimini  to  Ancona,  and  advanced 
into  the  midland  country  as  far  as  the  ridges  of 
the  Apennine.  In  this  tranfa&ion,  the  ambition 
and  avarice  of  the  popes  had  been  feverely  con- 
demned. Perhaps  the  humility  of  a  Chriftian  prieft 
fhould  have  rejefted  an  earthly  kingdom,  which 
it  was  not  eafy  for  him  to  govern  without  renoun- 
cing the  virtues  of  his  profeffion.  Perhaps  a  faith- 
ful fubjeft,  or  even  a  generous  enemy*  would  have 
been  lefs  impatient  to  divide  the  fpoils  of  the  Bar- 
barian ;  and  if  the  emperor  had  intruded  Stephen 
to  folick  in  his  name  the  reftitution  of  the  Ex- 
archate, I  will  not  abfolve  the  pope  from  the  rer. 
proach  of  treachery  and  falfehood.  But  in  the 
rigid  interpretation  of  the  laws,  every  one  may 
accept;  without  injury,  whatever  his  benefaftor 
can  beftow  without  injuftice.  The  Greek  emperor 
had  abdicated  or  forfeited  his  right  to  the  Exar- 
chate ;  and  the  fword  of  Aftolphus  was  broken  by 
the  ftronger  fword  of  the  Carlo vingian.  It  was  not 
in  the  caufe  of  the  Iconoclaft  that  Pepin  had  ex- 
pofed  his  perfon  and  army  in  a  double  expedition 
beyond  the  Alps :  he  poffefTed,  and  might  lawfully 
alienate  his  conquefts ;  and  to  the  importunities 
of  the  Greeks,  he  pioufly  replied,  that  no  human 

p.  <$3 — 58.)  is  not  exempt,  I  have  been  guided,  in  the  limits  of  the  Ex- 
archate and  Pentapolis,  by  the  Diflcrtatio  Chorographica  Itali* 
Medti  JByI,  tom.x.  p.  ito— 180. 

confider- 
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CHAP,  cbnfideration  ihouid  tempt  him  to  refume  the  gift 
1  which  he  had  conferred  6n  the  Roman  pontiff 
for  the  remiffion  of  his  fins  and  the  falvation  of  his 
fouL  The  fplendid  donation  was  granted  in  fu- 
preme  and  abfolute  dominion,  and  the  world  be- 
held for  the  firft  time  a  Chriftian  biihop  inverted 
with  the  prerogatives  of  a  temporal  prince;  the 
choice  of  magistrates,  the  exercife  of  juftice,  the 
impofition  of  taxes,  and  the  wealth  of  the  palace 
of  Ravenna.  In  the  diffolution  of  the  Lombard 
kingdom,  the  inhabitants  of  the  dutchy  of  Spoleto 64 
fqught  a  refuge  froip  the  ftorm,  fhaved  their 
heads  after  the  Roman  fafliion,  declared  themfelves- 
the  fervaats  and  fubje&s  of  St.  Peter,  and  com- 
pleted, by  this  voluntary  furrender,  the  prefent 
circle  pf  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.  That  myfterious 
circle  was  enlarged  to  an  indefinite  extent,  by  the 
verbal  or  written  donation  of  Charlemagne65, 
who,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  his  v&tory,  defpoikd 
bixnfelf  and  the  Greek  emperor  of  the  cities  arfd 
iilands  uhich  had  formerly  been  annexed  to  the 
Exarchate.  But,  in  the  cooler  moments  of  ab- 
fence  and  reflexion,  he  viewed,  with  an  eye  of 

te  SpoletioT  deprec.iti  funt,  ut  eos  in  fervitio  B.  Petri  recuperet  et 
more  Rotnanorum  tonfurari  faceret  (Anaftafius,  p.  185.)'  Yet  it  may 
be  a  question  whether  they  gave  their  own  pcrfons  or  their  couatry. 

6J  1  he  policy  and  donations  of  Charlemagne  are  carefully  exa- 
mined by  St.  Marc  (Abrege%  torn.  1.  p.  390—40$.),  who  has  wett 
ftuilUd  the  Codex  CaroUuue.  I  believe,  with  him,  that  they  were 
only  verbal.  The  molt  ancient  «<5t  of  donation  that  pretends  to  be 
extant,  h  that  of  the  emperor  Louis  the  Fioue  (Sigoniufljde  Regno 
Italiac,  l.iv.  Opera,  torn.  ii.  p.  367— 170.)  Its  authenticity,  or  at 
lead  its  integrity;  are  much  qucftioned  (Fagi,  A.  D.  817,  K°  7,  &c 
Muratori,  Annali,  tom.vi.  p  43-,  Sec.  Diftrrtat.  Chorographica, 
P-33i  34-)  %  but  I  fee  no  reafonable  objection  to  thefe  princes  fo 
freely  difpofui£  of  what  was  not  their  own. 

7  jeakmfy 
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jealoufy  and  envy,  the  recent  greatneft  of  his  e£» 
ckfiaftical  ally.  The  execution  of  his  own  and 
his  father's  promifes  was  jQpe&faily  eluded :  the 
king  of  the  Franks  and  Lombard*  aflerted  the 
m^ienable  rights  pf  the  empire;  and,  in  his  lifig 
and  death,  Ravenna  6%  as  well  as  Rome,  wis  numt 
bered  in  the  lift  of  his  metropolitan  cities*  Th* 
fovereigjaty  of  the  Exarchate  melted  away  in  the 
hands  of  the  popes :  they  found  in  the  archhifliop* 
of  Ravenna  a  dangerous  and  domeltic  rival  *7 :  the 
nobles  and  priefts  difdained  the  yoke  of  a  priaft ; 
and,  in  the  diforders  of  the  times,  they  could  only 
retain  the  memory  of  an  ancient  claim,  which, 
in  a  more  profperous  age,  they  h^ve  revived  and 
realized. 

Frayd  is  the  refource  of  weaknefs  and  cunning ; 
and  the  ftrong,  though  ignorant,  Barbarian,  was 
often  entangled  in  the  net  of  facerdotal  policy. 
The  Vatican  and  Lateran  were  an  arfenal  and  manu- 
facture, which,  according  to  the  occafion,  have 
produced  or  concealed  a  various  collection  of  falfe 
or  genuine,  of  corrupt  or  fufpicious,  a&s,  as  they 
tended  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  Roman, 
church.  Before  the  end  of  the  eighth  century, 
fome  apoftolical  fcribe,  perhaps,  the  notorious  Ifi- 
dore,  compofed  the  decretals,  and  the  donation  of 

**  Charlemagne  folicited  and  obtained  from  the  proprietor, 
Hadrian  1.  the  mofiucs  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  for  the  decoration 
of  ^ia-kt-Chapelie  (Cod.  Carolin.  cpift.  67.  p. %%$.)• 

*7  The  popes  often  complain  of  the  ufurpationsof  Leo  of  Ravenna 
(Codex  Carolin.  epift  ^1,  5 ?f  53.  p.  %*o — 205  ):  Si  corpus  St  An-* 
dreac  fratris  germani  St.  Petri  hie  bumaflet,  nequaquam  nos  Roma- 
ni  pontifices  fie  fubjugaflent  (Agoellus,  Liber  JPontificalis,  in  Scrip* 
tarts  Rerum  Ital.  torn,  ii .  pars  i.  p.  107. ). 

\  Gon- 
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chap.  Cdnftantme,  the  two  magic  pillars  of  the  fplrituaf 
J^ZLj  an(^  temporal  monarchy  of  the  popes.  This  me- 
morable donation  was  introduced  to  the  world  by 
an  epiftle  of  Adrian  the  firft,  who  exhorts  Charle- 
magne to  imitate  the  liberality,  and  revive  the 
name,  of  the  great  Conftantine  6\  According  to 
the  legend,  the  firft  of  the  Chriftian  emperors 
Was  healed  of  the  leprofy,  and  purified  in  the 
waters  of  baptifm,  by  St.  Silvdfler,  the  Roman 
bifhop;  and  never  was  phyfician  more  glorioufly 
recompenfed.  His  royal  profelyte  withdrew  from 
the  feat  and  patrimony  of  St.  Peter ;  declared  bis 
refolution  of  founding  a  new  capital  in  the  Eaft  ; 
and  refigned  to  the  popes  the  free  and  perpetual 
fovereignty  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  provinces  of 
the  Weft6*.  This  fi&ion  was  produ&ive  of  the 
mod  beneficial  effe&s.  The  Greek  princes  were 
cqnvi&ed  of  the  guilt  of  ufurpation ;  and  the  re- 
volt of  Gregory  was  the  claim  of  his  lawful  inhe- 
ritance* The  popes  were  delivered  from  their  debt 
of  gratitude ;  and  the  nominal  gifts  of  the  Carlo 

6*  Piiffimo  Conftantmo  magna,  per  ejus  largitatem  S.  R.  Ecclefia 
elevata  et  exaltata  elt,ct  poteftatemm  his  Hefperiac  partibus  largiri 
djgnatus  eft ... .  Qnia  ecccnovusConftantinus  histemporibus,&c. 
(Codex  Carotin.  cpift.49.  intom.iii.  parsii.  p.  195.).  Pagi  (Critics, 
it.  O.  314,  N°  16.)  afcribes  them  to  an  impoftor  of  the  viii^  cen- 
tury, who  borrowed  the  name  of  St.  1  fid  ore :  his  humble  title  of 
Peccmtor  «ras  ignorantly*  but  aptly,  turned  into  Mercator ;  his  mer- 
chandifc  was  indeed  profitable,  and  a  few  meets  of  paper  were  fold 
for  much  wealth  and  power. 

69  Fabricius  (Bib)iot.  Grac.  tom.vi.  p.  4—7. )  has  enumerated 
the  feveral  -editions  of  this  A&,  in  Greek  and  Latin.  The' copy 
which  Laurentiua  Valla  recites  and  refutes,  appears  to  be  taken 
either  from  the  fpurious  A&s  of  St.  Silvefter  or  from  Gratian's 
.  Decree*  to  which,  according  to  him  and  others,  it  ha*  been  fur- 
teptitiouily  tacked. 

4  tingiang 
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♦ingians  were  no  more  than  the  juft  and  irrevocable  CHAP, 


refthutioh  of  a  fcanty  portion  of  the  jecclefiaftical 
ftate.  The  fovereignty  of  Rome  no  longer  de- 
pended on  the  choice  of  a'fidde  people;  and  the 
fucceffors  of  St.  Peter  and  Conftahtine  were  in^ 
vefted  with  the  purple  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Caefars*  So  deep  was  the  ignoramre  and  credulity 
of  the  times,  thit  the  imoft  a*b'furd\pf  fables  was  re- 
ceived, "with  equal  reverence,  in  Greece  and  in 
France,  and  is  ftill  enrolled  among  the  decrees  of 
the  canon  law7*.  The  emperors,  and  the  Ro- 
mans, were  incapable  of  *difcerhing  a  forgery,  that 
fubverted  their  rights  and  freedom  j  and  the  only 
oppofition  ptocedded  from  a  Sabine  monaft.ery* 
which,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century, 
difpated  the  truth  and  validity  of  the  donation  of 
Conftantine71.  In  the  revival  of  letters  and  liberty 
this  fictitious  deed  was  tranfpierCed  *by  the  pen  of 
Laurentius  Valla,  the  pen  of  an  "eloquent  critic 
and  a  Roman  patriot  7\     His   contemporaries  of 

*      *      the 

?•  Tn  the  year  10^9,  it  was  believed  (wai  it  believed  ?)  by  popo 
Leo  IX.  cardinal  Peter  Damianus,  &c.  Muratori  places  (Annall 
d  Italia,  torn,  ix.  p.  23*  14  )  the*  fictitious  donations- of  Lewis  the 
Pious,  the  Othos,  &c*  de  DonaUoQe  Conftantifli.  See  a  Diflert*. 
lion  of  Natalia  Alexander*  fcculum  iv..di(T.  xj:  p.  $3$—*  350, 

71  See  a  large  account  of  the  controverfy  (^.  D.  1105),  which 
arofe  from  a  private  law-fuit*  in  4be  Chretnoofi'Jtarfenfe  (Script* 
Rerum  Italicarum,  torn.  ii.  parsii.  p.  6$?,  &c.))  a*  copious  extract 
from  the  archives  of  that  Benedictine  abbef.  Tkiey  were  formerly 
acceflible  to  curious  foreigners  (Le  Blano  and  Mabillon),  and  would 
have  enriched  the  firft  volume  of  the  Hiftoria  Mnnaftica  Italia  of 
Quirini.  But  they  are  now  imprifonod  ( Mvratori,  Scriptores  R.  It 
torn.  ii.  pars  it.  p.  969.)  by  the  timid  policy  of  -the  court  of  Rome ; 
and  the  future  cardinal  yielded  to  the  «oice  of  authority  and  the 
irhifpers  of  ambition  (Quirini,  Comment,  parsii.  p.  123-^1 36. > 

7*  I  have  read  in  the  collection  of  Schardius  (de  Poteftate  Im- 
perial! Ecelciiatticl,  p.  734-*7*o.)  this  animated  difcourfe*  which 
Wt.IX.  M  was 
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Cxux  ^c  fiftccnt^1  ccntury  werc  aftonifhed  at  his  facrw 
legious  boldnefs;  yet  fuch  is  the  filent  and  irre> 
fiftible  progrefs  of  reafon,  that  before  the  end  of 
the  next  age,  the  fable  was  rejefied  by  the  con- 
tempt of  hiftorians 73  and  poets  7%  and  the  tacit 
or  modeft  cenfure  of  the  advocates  of  the  Roman 
church75.  The  popes  themfelves  have  indulged 
a  finile  at  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar76;  but  a 
falfe  and  obfolete  title  ftill  fan&ifies'  their  reign  j 
and,  by  the  fame  fortune  which  has  attended  the 
decretals  .and  the  Sibyllirie  oracles,  the  edifice 
has  fubfifled  after  the  foundations  have  been  un- 
dermined. 

was  compofed  by  the  author,  A.  D.  144.0,  fix  years  after  the  flight 
of  pope  Eugcnius  IV.  It  13  a  moll  vehement  party  pamphlet :  Valla 
juftifks  and  animates  the  revolt  of  the  Romans,  and  would  even 
approve  the  ufe  of  a  dagger  againft  their  fecerdotal  tyrant.  Such  a 
Critic  might  expect  the  perfecotion  of  the  clergy;  yet  he  made  his 
peace,  and  is  buried  in  the  Lateran  (Bayle,  Diltionaifc  Critique, 
Valla  ;  VolTms,  de  Hiftfcricis  Latints,  p.  580.). 

7i  SeeGuicciardini,  a  fervant  of  the  popes,  in  that  long  and  va- 
luable digreflron,  which  has  relumed  its  place  in  the  laft  edition, 
correctly  publifhed  from  the  author's  M$.  and  printed  in  four 
volumes  in  quarto,  under  the  name  of  Friburgo,  1775  (Iftoria 
dfltalia,  torn.  i.  p.  3^5— 395.). 

7+  The  Paladin  Aftolpho  found  it  in  the  moon,  among  the  things 
that  were  loft  upon  earth  (Orlando  Furiofo,  xxxiv.  &>.), 
£>i  vari  fiore  ad  un  grand  moate  pafla, 
Cu'ebbe  gia  buono  odore,  or  puzza  forte 
Queftb  era  il  dono  (fe  pero  dir  lece) 
Che  Conft<uitinoal  buon  Silveftro  fece. 
Yet  thi6  incomparable  poem  has  been  approved  by  a  bull  of  £eo  X. 
7J  See  Baronius,  A.  I>.  3x4,  N^  117— iz}.    A.D.  1191,  N°5i,&c. 
The  cardinal  wiflies  to  fuppofc  that  Rome  was  offered  Conftantwe, 
*xi&jrefufcd  by  Silveftcr.   The  act  of  donation  he  confiders,  ft  range!  y 
enough,  as  a  forgery  of  the  Greeks. 

**  Baronius  n'en  dit  gueres  contre ;  encore  en  a-tll  tropdit,  «t 
Ton  vouloit  Jans  raoi  (  Cardinal du  Ptmn  )tq\x\  rempecbai,  cenfu  rer 
cette  partic  de  fon  hiftoire.  J'en  devifai  un  jour  avec  le  Pape,  et  il 
ne  me  repondit  autre  chofe  ••  chc  volete  ?  i  Canonici  la  lengono/* 
il  le  (Molt  en  riant  {Pcrroniana,  p.  77.)- 

While 
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•While  the  popes  eftabliflicd  in  Italy  their  free-  c^£xp' 
dom  and  dominion,  the  images,  the  firft  caufe  of  i.  ■  v  ■  \j 
their  revolt,  were  reftored  in  the  Eaftern  empire 77.  {^Jjof " 
Under  the    reign  of  Conftantine  the  fifth,   the  images  in 
union  of  civil  and  ecclefiaflical  power  had  over-  byCthc 
thrown  the  tree,  withput  extirpating  the  root,  of  J™{£efi 
fuperftition.     The  idols,  for  fuch  they  were  now  A.  D.  jSai 
held,  were  fecretly  cherifhed  by  the  order  and  the     c# 
fex  moll  prone  to  devotion  ;  and  the  fond  alliance 
of  the  monks  and  females,  obtained  a  final  vi&ory 
over  the  reafon  ahd  authority  of  man.    Leo  the 
fourth  maintained  with  lefs  rigour  the  religion  of 
his  father  and  grandfather ;  but  his  wife,  the  fair, 
and  ambitious  Irene,  had  imbibed  the  zeal  of  the 
Athenians,  the  heirs  of  the  idolatry,  rather  than 
the  philofophy,  of  their  anceftors.      During  the 
life    of  her  hufband,    thefe  fentiments  were  in-; 
flamed    by    danger    and    diffimulation,    arid    (he 
could  only  labour  to  protedt  and  pfomot^  fome 
favouHte  monks  whom  fhe  drew  from  their  ca- 
verns, and  feated  on  the  metropolitan  thrones  of 
the  Eaft.     But  as  foon  as  (he  reigned  in  her  own 
name  and*  that  of  her  fon,  Irene  more  ferioufly 

77  TOe  remaining  hiftofy  of  images,  from  Irene  to  Theodora,  is 
Collected ,  for  the  Catholics ,  bf  Baronius  and  Pagi  (A.  D.  78CH-340), 
Natalia  Alexander  (Hid.  N.  T.  feculuin  viiu  Panoplia  adverfus* 
Haereticos,  p.  118—178.),  and  Dupin (llibliot.  Ecclef.  torn.  vi.  p.  136 
i-i$4  );  fortbe  Pruteftant8,bySpanheim(Hrft.  Jniag.  p.  305—639.), 
Bafnage  (Hift.  de  l'Eglife,  torn.  i.  p.  556—571.  torn.  ii.  p.  i36z— 
13S5  ),  and  Moflieim  (lnftitut.  Hift.  Ecclef.  fecul.  viii.  et  ix.).  The 
fWcftanU,  except  Mofheim,  are  foured  with  controverfy;  but  the 
Catholics,  except  Doptn,  are  inflamed  by  the  fury  and  fuperftition 
6f  the  monks;  and  even  le  Beau  (Hift.  du  Ba»  Empire),  a  gentle- 
man* and  a  fcholar,  is  infected  by  the  odious  contagion. 

Ms      '  under* 
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chap,    undertook  the  ruin  of  the  Iconoclafts;    and  the 
^  ,     *_■  firft  ftep  of  her  future  perfecution,  was  a  general 
cdift  for  liberty  of  confcience.      In  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  monks,  a  thoufand  images  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  public  veneration ;  a  thoufand  legends 
were  invented    of  their  fufferings  and  miracles. 
By  the  opportunities  of  death  or  removal,    the 
epifcopal  feats  were  judicioufly  filled;    the  molt 
eager  competitors  for  earthly  or  celeftial  favour, 
anticipated    and    flattered   the  judgment  of  their 
foVereign;    and   the  promotion   of  her  fecretary 
Tarafius,  gave  Irene  the  patriarch   of  Conflanti- 
nople,  and  the  command  of  the  Oriental  church. 
But  the  decrees  of  a  general  council  could  only 
be  repealed    by  a  fimilar  affembly75;    the    Ico- 
noclafts whom  fhe  convened,  were  bold  in  poflef- 
lion,  and  averfe  to  debate ;  and  the  feeble  voice 
of  the  biftops  was  re-echoed  by  the   more   for- 
midable clamour  of  the    foldiers  and  people  of 
Vir*         Conftantinople.      The  delay  and  intrigues  of  a 
cwicii,      Tear>  t^ie  fcparation  of  the  difaffefted  troops,  and 
*IJ  of        the  choice  of  .Nice  for  a  fecond  orthodox  fynod, 
a.d.  7S7,  removed  thefe  obftacles;    and  the  epifcopal  con- 
0^.23."^  fcience  was  again,  after  the  Greek  fafhion,  in  the 
hands  of  the  prince.      No  more   than   eighteen 
•days  were  allowed  fcr  the  confummation  of  this 
important  work :  the  Iconoclafts  appeared,  not  as 
judges,  but  as  criminals  or  penitents;    the  fcene 
was  decorated  by  the  legates  of  pope  Adrian  and 

7s  See  the  A  els,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  of  the  fecond  Council  of 
Kice,  with  a  number  of  relative  pieces,  in  the  viiilA  volume  of  the 
Councils,  p.  645—1600.  A  faithful  verfion,  with  fomc  critical 
notes*  would  provoke,  in  different  readers,  a  figh  or  a  Jmile. 

the 
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the  Eaftern  patriarchs  T%  the  decrees  were  framed  c^xp* 
by  the  prefident  Tarafius,  and  ratified  by  the  ac^  u-v-^J 
clamations  and  fubfcriptiens  of  three  hundred  and 
fift/  bifliops.  They  unanimoufly  pronounced,  that 
the  worfhip  of  images  is  agreeable  to  fcripture  and 
reafon,  to  the  fathers  and  councils  of  the  church  * 
but  they  hefitate  whether  that  worfhip  be  relative 
or  direft ;  whether  the  Godhead,  ami  the  figure, 
of  Chrift,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  mode  of  adora- 
tion. Of  this  fecond  Nicene  council,  the  ads  are 
[till  extant ;  a  curious  monument  of  fuperftition 
and  ignorance,  of  falfehood  and  folly.  I  fhall 
only  notice  the  judgment  of  the  bifhops,  on  the 
comparative  merit  of  image-worfliip  and  morality. 
A  monk  had  concluded  a  truce  with  the  daemon 
of  fornication,  on  condition  of  interrupting  his 
daily  prayers  to  a  pifture  that  hung  in  his  cell. 
His  fcruples  prompted  him  to  confult  the  abbot. 
"  Rather  than  abftain  from  adoring  Chrift  and 
"  his  Mother  in  their  holy  images,  it  would  be 
"  better  for  you,"  replied  the  cafuift,  "  to  enter 
c<  every  brothel,  and  vifit  every  proltitute,  in  the 
"city110." 

7»  The  pope's  legates  were  cafual  meflcngers,  two  priefts  without 
any  fpectal  commiflion,  and  who  were  difavowed  on  their  return. 
Some  vagabond  monks  were  perfuaded  by  the  Catholics  to  reprefent 
the  Oriental  patriarchs.  This  curious  anecdote  is  revealed  by 
Theodore  Studites  (epift.  i.  3$.  in  Sirmond.  Opp.  torn,  v.  p,  1319.), 
one  of  the  warmed  Iconodafts  of  the  age. 

80  Xvfuftfu  Ji  cot  ft*  xaratovt*  n  rp  voXci  raviy  voppttoi  ■*$  2  pi 
rc-cAOi^y  9}  ir a.  aprum  to  n-foreomv  rz*  Jtv^ot  v^Mst  kol\  Oioi>  Iixrtn  Xp$o» 
P»Ta  tik  »lWe  aumt  pnrpcf  i?  uxer.  Thefe  vifits  could  not  be  inno- 
cent, fince  the  Aaiuw  w-opna?  (the  daemon  of  fornication)  nrofefut 
«!  wt*9  .  .  .  it  pup  u»  Jf  i«rfXi»T»  avru  c<pofya,  &C,  Aclio  IV.  p.  901. 
Aftio  v.  p.  1031. 

M3  For 
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CHAP.  For  the  honour  of  orthodoxy,  at  lead  the  or- 
i^-v-^j  thodoxy  of  the  Roman  church,  it  is  fomewhat 
Final  efta-  unfortunate,  that  the  two  princes  who  convened 

bhfhment  .       '  ^       •  ••,,«.,.  .* 

of  images    the  two  councils  of  Nice,  are  both  Itained  with 
cmprcft      th^  blood  of  their  fons.      The   fecond   of  thefe 
Thcodo-     aflemblies  was  approved  and  rigoroufly  executed 
AJD.  84*.  by   the  defpotifm  of  Irene,    and  (he  refufed  her 
adverfaries  the  toleration  whicl}    at   firft    fhe  had 
granted  to  her  friends.     During  the  five  fucceed- 
ing   reigns,    a   period   of   thirty-eight  years,    the 
conteft  was   maintained,  with  unabated"  rage  and 
various  fuccefs,  between  the  worfliippers  and  the 
breakers  of  the  images ;  but  I  am  not  inclined  to 
purfue  with  minute  diligence  the  repetition  of  the 
fame   events.      Nicephorus   allowed  a  general   li- 
berty of  fpeech  and  pra&ice ;  and  the  only  virtue 
of  his  reign  is  accufed  by  the  monks  as  the  caufe 
of  his  temporal  and  eternal  perdition.     Superfti-. 
tion  and  weaknefs  formed  th$  character  of  Mi* 
chad  the  firft,    but   the    faints  and  images  werq 
incapable  of  fupporting  their  votary  on  the  throne, 
In  the  purple,    Leo  the  fifth   afferted  the  nam9 
and  religion  of  an  Armenian  ;  and  the  idols,  with 
their  feditious  adherents,   were  condemned  to  a 
fecond  exile.     Their  applaufe  would  have  fan£ti- 
fied  the  murder  of  an   impious  tyrant,   but  his; 
aflaflin  and  fucceffor,    the  fecond  Michael,    was 
tainted  from  his  birth  with  the  Phrygian  herefies  : 
he  attempted  to  mediate  between  the  contending 
parties  ;  and  the  intractable  fpirit  of  the  Catholics 
infenfibly  caft  him  into  the  oppofite  fcale.     His 
moderation  was  guarded  by  timidity ;  but  his  foi^ 
Theophilus,  alike  ignonmt  of  fear  and  pity,  was 
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the  laft  and  mod  cruel  of  the  Iconoclafts.     The  c  H  A  p. 
enthufiafm  of  the  times  ran  ftrongly  againft  them ;  i_  -y-  ^ 
and  the  emperors,  who  ftemmed  the  torrent,  were 
exafperated  and  punifhed  by  the  public  hatred. 
After  the  death  of  Theophilus,  the  final  vi&ory  i 

of  the  images  was  atchieved  by  a  fecond  female, 
his  widow  Theodora,  whom  he  left  the  guardian 
of  the  empire.  Her  meafures  were  bold  and  de- 
cifive.  The  fi&ion  of  a  tardy  repentance  ab- 
folved  the  fame  and  the  foul  of  her  deceafed 
huiband :  the  fentence  of  the  Iconoclaft  patriarch 
was'  commuted  from  the  lofs  of  his  eyes  to  a 
whipping  of  two  hundred  lafhes:  the  biihops 
trembled,  the  monks  fliouted,  and  the  feflival  of 
orthodoxy  preferves  the  annual  .memory  of  the 
triumph  of  the  images.  A  fingle  queftion  yet 
remained,  whether  they  are  endowed  with  any 
proper  and  inherent  fan&ity ;  it  was  agitated  by 
the  Greeks  of  the. eleventh  century 8I ;  and  as  this 
opinion  has  the  ftrongeft  recommendation  of  ab- 
furdity,  I  am  furprifed  that  it  was  not.  more  ex- 
plicitly decided  in  the  affirmative.  In  the  Weft, 
pope  Adrian  the  firfl  accepted  and  jaiuiounced  the 
decrees  of  the  Nicene  affembly,  which  is  now  re- 
vered by  the  Catholics  as  the  feventh  in  rank  of 
the  general  councils.  Rome  and  Italy  were  docile 
to  the  voice  of  their  father ;  -but  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Latin  Chriftians  were  for  behind  in  the  race 
of  fuperflition.  The  churches  of  France,  Ger-  F  due- 
many,    England,    and  Spain,   fteered    a    middle  ofthe 

Franks, 
81  See  an  account  of  this  con troverfy  in  the  Alexius  of  Anna  Com- 
pena  (Lv.  p.  129.)  and  Mofheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.Ecclcf.  p.  371*  37*^. 

M  4  courfe 
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CHAP,  courfe  between  the  adoration  and  the  deflru&ioa 

XL  IX 

k^v-^j  of  images,*  which  they  admitted  into  their  temples, 
and  of  ji0t  a$  obje£te  of  worfhip,  but  as  lively  and  ufeful 
magnc,"  memorials  of  faith  and  hiflory.  An  angry  book 
&c.D#  79!*  p^  controverfy  vfa$  compofed  and  publifhed  in  the 
name  of  Charlemagne8*;  under  his  authority  a 
fynod  of  three  hundred  bifhops  was  aflembled  at 
Frankfort  *3  j  they  blamed  the  fury  of  the  Icono- 
clafts,  but  they,  pronounced  a  more  fevere  cenfure 
againfl  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  de- 
crees of  their  pretended  council,  which  was  long 
defpifed  by  the  Barbarians  of  the  "V^eft 8+.  Antong 
them  the  worlhip  of  images  advanced  with  a  filent 
and  infenfible  progrefs ;  but  a  large  atonement  is 
made  for  their  hefitation  and  delay,  by  the  grofe 
idolatry  of  the  ages  which  precede  the  reforma- 
tion, and  of  the  countries,  both  in  Europe  and 
Ameripa,  which  are  ftill  imjnerf<pd  in  the  gloom  of 
fuperftition. 

**  The  Libri  Carolini  (Spanheim,  p.  44 3— 5*9  )>  compofed  in  the 
palace  or  winter-quarters  of  Charlemagne,  at  Worms,  A.  D.  790 ; 
and  Tent  by  Engtbert  to  pope  Hadrian  I.  who  anfwered  them  by  4 
grandis  et  vtrbofa  epiftola  (Condi,  torn.  yiii.  p.  1553.) •  Th*  Ca- 
rolines propofe  120  objections  againft  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  fuch 
words  as  thefe  are  the  flowers  of  their  rhetoric— denientiam  prifcae 

Gentilitatis  obfoletum  errorem argumenta  infaniflQma  etab- 

furdiflima  ....  derifione  dignas  nqenias,  &c.  &c. 

*s  The  aflernblics  of  Charlemagne  were  political,  as  well  as  ec- 
cleliaftical;  and  the  three  hundted+mcnibers  (Nat.  Alexander,  fee. 
yiii.  p.  53.)  who  fat  and  voted  at  Frankfort  muft  include  not  onjy 
the  biibops,  but  the  abbots,  and  even  the  principal  laymen. 

*♦  Qii  fupra  fancli^ma  patres  noftri  (epifcopi  et .iacerdotes) 
•mnimodis  fervitium  et  adorationcro  imaginum  renuentes  contemp- 
ferunt,  atque  confentientes  condemnaverunt  (Concil.  torn.  i*. 
p.  1 01.  Canpn  ii.  Franckfurd).  A  polemic  muft  be  hard-hearted 
indeed,  who  does  not  pity  the  efforts  of  Baronius,  Pagi,  Alexander 
Maimbourg,  &c.  to  elude  this  pulucky  fcntence. 
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It  was  after  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  under  the  C^^p' 
reign  of  the  pious  Irene,  that  the  popes  confum-  v    ■■,.,-^ 
mated  tt*e  reparation  of  Rdme  and  Italy,  by  the  ^^tS' 
tranflation    of  the  empire   to  the  lefs1  orthodox  ^cP°Pef 
Charlemagne.    They  were  compelled  to  chufe  be-  Eaftern 
tween  the  rival  nations :  religion  was  not  the  fole  **£**£ 
motive  of  their  choice ;  and  while  they  diffembled  774-r&*x 
the  failings  of  their  friends,  they  beheld,  with  re- 
lu&ance  arid  fufpicion,    the   Catholic  virtues  of 
their  foes.     The  difference  of  language  and  man* 
ners  had  perpetuated  the  enmity  of  the  two  capi- 
tals ;  and  they  were  alienated  from  each  other  by 
the  hoftile  oppofition .  of  feventy  years.    In  that 
fchifm  the  Romans  had  tailed  of  freedom,  and 
9the  popes  of  fovereignty:  their  fubmiflion  would 
have  expofed  them  to  the   revenge  of  a  jealous 
tyrant ;  and  the  revolution  of  Italy  had  betrayed 
the  impotence,    as  well  as  the  tyranny,   of  the 
Byzantine  court.     The  Greek  emperors  had  re- 
stored the  images,  but  they  had  not  reftored  the 
Calabrian   eftates"*     and   the    Illyrian   diocefe'% 

*s  Theophanea  (p.  343.)  fpecifies  thofe  of  Sicily  and  Calabria, 
which  yielded  an  annual  rent  of  three  talents  and  a  half  of  gold 
(perhaps  7000 1 .  fteriing).  Liutprand  more  pompoufly  enumerates 
the  patrimonies  of  the  Roman  church  in  Greece,  Judaea,  PerJia, 
Mesopotamia,  Babylonia,  Egypt,  and  Lybia,  which  were  detained 
by  the  injufticc  of  the  Greek  emperor  (Legat.  ad  Nicephorum,  in,. 
Script.  Rerutn  Italicarum,  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  481.)* 

16  The  great  diocefe  of  the  Eaftem  Illyricum,  with  Apulia,  Ca- 
labria, and  Sicily  (  Thomaffin,  Difcipline  de  l'Eglife,  torn.  i.  p.  145.)* 
by  the  confeflion  of  the  Greeks,  the  patriarch  of  Constantinople  had 
detached  from  Rome  the  metropolitans  of  Theflalonica,  Athens, 
Corinth,  Nicopolis,  and  Patrsc  (Luc.  Hoi  it  en.  Geograph.  Sacra, 
p.  24,);  and  his  fpiiitual  conquefte,  extended  to  Naples  and  Am- 
alphi  (Qfannonc,  Jftoria  €mle  di  Napoli,  torn.  i.  p.  517— ja*.  Pagi, 
A.  D.  750,  N»  11.). 

which 
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CH  A  P.  which  the  Iconoclafts  had  torn  away  from  the 
fucceffors  of  St.  Peter ;  and  pope  Adrian  threatens 
them  with  a  fentence  of  excommunication  unlels 
they  fpeedily  abjure  this  pra&ical  herefy87.  The 
Greeks  were  now  orthodox,  but  their  religion 
might  be  tainted  by  the  breath  of  the  reigning 
monarch :  the  Franks  were  now  contumacious ; 
but  a  difcerning  eye  might  difcern  their  approach- 
ing converfion  from  the  ufe,  to  the  adoration,  of 
.images.  The  name  of  Charlemagne  was  ftained 
by  the  polemic  acrimony  of  his  fcribes;  but  the 
conqueror  himfelf  conformed,  with  the  temper  of 
a  ftatefman,  to  the  various  prattice  of  France  and 
Italy.  In  his  four  pilgrimages  or  vtfits  to  the 
Vatican,  he  embraced  the  popes  in  the  commu> 
nion  of  friendfliip  and  piety;  knelt  before  the 
tomb,  and  confequently  before  the  image,  of  the 
apoflle;  and  joined,  without  fcruple,  in  all  the 
prayers  and  proceffions  of  the  Roman  liturgy. 
Would  prudence  or  gratitude  allow  the  pontiffs  to 
renounce  their  benefaftor  ?  Had  they  a  right  to 
alienate  his  gift  of  the  Exarchate  ?  Had  they 
power,  to  abolifh  his  government  of  Rome  ?  The 
title  of  patrician  was  below  the  merit  and  great- 
nefs  of  Charlemagne;  and  it  was  only  by  re- 
viving the  Weftena  empire  thpt  thej.  pould  pay 

87  In  hoc  oftcnditur,  quia  ex  uno  capitulo  ab  errore  reverfis,  in 
alii 3  duobus,  in  etdem  (was  it  the  fame  ?)  permaneant  errore  . .  . .  de 
diocefi  S.  R.  E.  feu  de  patrimonies  iterum  increpantes  common*- 
mus,  ut  fi  ea  reftitucre  noluerit  hereticum  eum  pro  hujofmodi  errore 
perftvantia  decerncmus  (Epift.  Hadrian.  Papa  ad  Carolum  Mag- 
num, in  Concil.tom.  viii.  p.  1598.).;  to' which  he  adds  a  reafoq, 
mod  direftly  oppofite  to  his  conduct,  that  he  preferred  the  falva- 
tion  of  fouls  and  rule  of  faith  Jo  the  goods  of  this  tranjitory  wot  Id* 

fchcif 
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their  obligations  to  fecure  their  eftabUfhment.  By  G  **  **  p- 
this  decifive  meafure  they  would  finally  eradicate  ^  r  _f 
the  claims  of   the  Greeks  from  the  debafeme;nt 

r  •  * 

of  a  provincial  town,  the  majefty  of  Rome  would 
be  reftored :  the  Latin  Chriftians  would  be  united 
under  a  fupreme  head,  in  their  ancient  metro- 
polis ;  and  'the  conquerors  of  the  Weft  would  re- 
ceive their  crown  frqm  the  fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter. 
The  Roman  church  would  acquire  a  zealous  and 
refpeftable  advocate;  and,  under  the  fliadow  of 
the  Carlovingian  power,  the  bifhop  might  exer- 
cife,  with  honour  and  fafety,  the  government  of 
the  city  ". 

Before  the  ruin  of  paganlfm  in  Rome,  the  com-  Corcma. 
petition  for  a  wealthy  bifhopric  had  often  been  charie- 
productive  of  tumult  and  bloodfhed.     The  peo-  ™™>r$ 
pie  was  lefs  numerous,  but  the  times  were  more  «*"  kon*" 
favage,  the  prize  more  important,  and  the  chair   vTefT, 
pi  St. Peter  was  fiercely  difputed  by  the  leading  ^■^••^ 
ecclefiaftics  who  afpired  to  the  rank  of  fovereign. 
Jhc  reign  of  Adrian  the  firft  89  furpafles  the  mea- 

•*  Fo*taninl  confiders  the  emperors  as  no  more  than  the  advo- 
cates of  the  church  (advocatus  of  defenfqr  S.  K.  £.  See  Ducangc, 
GlofT.  Lat.  torn.  i.  p.  97.).  His  antagonift  Murarori  reduces  the 
popes  to  be  no  more  than  the  exarchs  of  the  emperor.  In  the  more 
equitable  View  of  Moiheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  264,  *6f  -)# 
they  htld  Rome  under  the  empire  as  the  mod  honourable  ipecies  of 
fief  or  beoefice^-vpremuntur  nocte  caliginola ! 

•9  His  merits  and  hopes  are  fummed  up  in  an  ep'taph  of  thirty- 
eight  Terir*,  of  which  Charlemagne  declares  himfelf  the  author 
(Coocii.  torn.  tiIi.  p.  520  ). 

Poft  patrem  lacfymans  Carolus  haec  carmina  fcripfi. 
T«  mini  dulcis  amor,  te  modo  plan  go  pater 
Nomina  jungo  fimul  tittilis,  clariilime,  noftra 
AdrUnns,  Carolus,  rex  ego,  tuque  pater. 
The  poetry  might  be  fupplied  by  Alcuin  ;  but  the  tear-,  the  moft 
gUjrious  tribute,  can  only  belong  to  Charlemagne. 

fure 
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CxluP*  fure  of  paft  or  fucceeding  ages90;  the  walls  of 
Rome,  the  facred  patrimony,  the  ruin  of  the' 
Lombards,  and  the  friendfhip  of  Charlemagne* 
were  the  trophies  of  his  fame :  he  fecretly  edified 
the  throne  of  his  fucceflbrs,  and  difplayed  in  a 
narrow  fpace  the  virtues  of  a  great  prince.  His 
memory  was  revered ;  but'  in  the  next  ele&ion,  a 
prieft  of  the  Lateran,  Leo  the  third,  was  preferred 
to  the  nephew  and  the  favourite  of  Adrian,  whom 
he  had  promoted  to  the  firft  dignities  of  the 
church.  Their  acquiefcence  or  repentance  dif- 
%  guifed,  above  four  years,  the  blackeft  intention  of 
revenge,  till  the  day  of  a  proceffion,  when  a  furious 
band  of  confpiratois  difperfed  the  unarmed  mul- 
titude, and  aflaulted  with  blows  and  wounds  the 
facred  perfon  of  the  pope.  But  their  enterprife 
on  his  life  or  liberty  was  difappointed,  perhaps  by 
their  own  confufion  and  remorfe.  Leo  was  left 
for  dead  on  the  ground  ;  on  his  revival  from  the 
fwoon,  the  effeft  of  his  lofs  of  blood,  he  recovered 
his  fpeech  and  fight ;  and  this  natural  event  was 
improved  to  the  miraculous  reftoration  of  his  eyes 
and  tongue,  of  which  he  had  been  deprived,  twice 
deprived,  by  the  knife  of  the  affaffins91.    From 

9«  Every  new  pope  is  admonifhed— "  Sancle  Pater,  non  videbis 
"  annos  Petri,"  twt  nty  five  years-  On  the  whole  ieries  the  average 
is  about  eight  years—a  fliort  hope  for  an  ambitious  cardinal. 

91  The  aflur.ince  of  Anaftafius  (torn.  iii.  pare  i.  p.  197,  198.)  is 
fupported  by  the  credulity  of  feme  French  anaalifts ;  but  Eginhard, 
and  other  writers  of  the- fa  me  age,  are  more  natural  and  fincerc* 
••  Unus  ei  occulus  panllulum  eft  IkAjs,"  fays  John  the  deacon  of 
Naples  (Vit.  Epifcop.  NapoL  in  Scriptores  Muratori,  torn.  i.  pars  ii. 
p.  31a.).  Theodolphus,  a  contemporary  bifliop  of  Orleans,  ole 
ferves  with  prudence  (I.  iii.  carro.  3.), 

Reddita  funt  f  minim  eft :  minim  eft  auferre  nequifle. 
Eft  tamen  in  dubio,  hinc  mirer  aut  inde  magi*. 

hi* 
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his  prifor,  he  efcaped  to  the  Vatican;  the  duke  ciiT^p# 
of  Spoleto  haftened  to  his  refcue,  Charlemagne 
fympathifed  ift  his  injury,  and  in  his  camp  of  Pa* 
derborn  in  Weftphalia  accepted  or  folicited  a 
vifit  from  the  Roman  pontiff,  Leo  repaffed  the 
Alps  with  a  commiffion  of  counts  and  bifhops, 
the  guards  of  his  fafety,  and  the  judges  of  his  in- 
nocence ;  and  it  was  not  without  relu&ance,  that 
the  conqueror  of  the  Saxons  delayed  till  the  en- 
fuing  year  the  perfonai  cfifcharge  of  this  pious 
office.  In  his  fourth  and  laft  pilgrimage,  he  was 
received  at  Rome  with  the  due  honours  of  king 
and  patrician:  Leo  was  permitted  to  purge  him- 
felf  by  oath  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  his  charge  : 
his  enemies  were  lilenced,  and  the  facrilegious  at- 
tempt againft  his  life  w&s  punifhed  by  the  mild 
and  inefficient  penalty  of  exile.  On  the  feftival 
ofChriftmas,  the  laft  year  of  the* eighth  century, 
Charlemagne  appeared  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter  ; 
and,  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  Rome,  he  had  ex- 
changed the  fimple  drefs  of  his  country  for  the 
habit  of  a  patrician9*.  After  the  celebration  of' 
the  holy  myfteries,  Leo  fuddenly  placed  a  pre- 
cious crown  on   his   head95,    and  the  dome  re- 

**  Twice,  at  the  reqaeft  of  Hadrian  and  Leo,  he  appeared  at 
Rome— longi  tunica  et  chlamyde  ami&us,  et  calceamentis  quoque 
Ronano  more  formatis.  Eginhard  (c. xxiii. p.  109— 113.)  defcribes, 
like  Suetonius,  the  fimplicity  of  his  drefs,  fo  popular  in  the  nation, 
that  when  Charles  the"  Bald  returned  to  France  in  a  foreign  habit, 
the  patriotic  dogs  barked  at  the  apoftate  (Gaillard,  Vic  de  Charle- 
magne, tom.iv.  p.  209.}. 

9i  See  Anaftafius  (p.  199.}  and  Eginhard  (c.  xxviii.  p.  1^—128.). 
The  un&ion  is  mentioned  by  Theophanes  (p.  399. ),  the  oath  by 
Si^onius  (from  the  Ordo  Romanus),  and  the  pope's  adoration  more 
antiquorum  princtpum,  by  the  Annalts  Bwrtiniani  (Script.  Murator'. 
torn.  ii-  pars  ii.  p.  $05.)- 

founded 
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Cxu£ "   founded   with   the   acclamations    of   the    people  - 
i — ^  "  Long  life  and    vidory  to   Charles,    the  moft 
"  pious  Auguftus,  crowned  by  God  the  great  and 
cc  pacific  emperor  of  the  Romans!"     The  head 
and  body  of  Charlemagne  were  confecrated  by 
the  royal  un&ion :  after  the  example  of  the  Cae- 
fars  he  was  faluted  or  adored  by  the  pontiff;  his 
coronation  oath  reprefents  a  promife  to  maintain 
,    the  faith  and  privileges  of  the  church ;  and  the 
firft  fruits  were  paid  in  his  rich  offerings  to  the 
fhrine  of  the  apoftle.      In  his  familiar  coriverfa- 
tion,  the  emperor  protefted  his  ignorance  of  the 
intentions  of  Leo,   which  he  would  have  difap- 
pointed  by  his  abfence  on  that  memorable  day.- 
But  the  preparations  of  the  ceremony  mufl  have 
difclofed  the  fecret;  and  the  journey  of  Charle- 
magne reveals  his  knowledge  and  expe&atipn :  he 
had  acknowledged  that  the  imperial  title  was  the 
objeft  of  his  ambition,  and  a  Roman  fenate  had 
pronounced,  that  it  was  the  only  adequate  reward 
of  his  merit  and  fervices  9\ 
Reign  and       The  appellation  of  great  has  been  often  be- 
ofcharlc-  ftowed   and    fometimes    deferved,   but   Charle- 
^Xd.      magne  is  Ae  only  prince  in  wjiofe  favour   the 
768— S14.    title  has  been  indiffolubly  blended  with  the  name. 

94  This  great  event  of  the  tranflation  or  reiteration  of  the  empire, 
is  related  and  difcuffed  by  Natalis  Alexander  (fecul.  be.  diflert.  u 
p.  39O— 3v7-)»  Pag>  (torn.  iii.  p.  418/,  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia, 
torn.  vi.  p.  339— 35*. )i  Sigonius  (de  Regno  Ua1iae,l.iV  Opp.tom.  ii« 
p.  »47 — 151.),  Spanheim  (de  fitfa  lYanflatione  Imperii),  Gian- 
none  (tom.  i.  p.  395— 405  .)>  St.  Marc  (Abrege  Chronologique,  torn,  f. 
p.  4*8— 45<>-)»  Gaillard  (Hift.  de  Charlemagne,  tom.  ii.  p.  386— 
446).  Almoft  all  thefe  moderns  have  fome  religious  or  national' 
biai- 

3  that 
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That  name,  with  the  addition  of  faint,  is  inferted  CHA  p. 
in  the  Roman  calendar ;  and  the  feint,  by  a  rare 
felicity,  is  crowned  with  the  praifes  of  the  hifto- 
rians  and  philofophers  of  an  enlightened  age95. 
His  real  merit  is  doubtlefs  enhanced  by  the  bar- 
barifra  of  the  nation  and  the  times  from  which  he 
emerged :  but  the  apparent  magnitude  of  an  ob- 
ject is  likewife  enlarged  by  an  unequal  compa- 
nion ;  and  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  derive  a  cafual 
fplendour  frorh  the  nakednefs  of  the  furrounding 
defert.  Without  injuftice  to  his  fame,  I  may 
difcern  fome  blemiflies  in  the  fanctity  and  great- 
nefs  of  the  reftorer  of  the  Weftern  empire.  Of 
his  moral  virtues,  chaftity  is  not-  the  moil  con- 
fpicuous/*:  but  the  public  happinefs  could  not 
be  materially,  injured  by  his  nine  wives  or  con- 
cubines,  the  Various  indulgence  of  meaner  or 
more  tranfient  amours,  the  multitude  of  his 
baftards  whom  he  bellowed  on  the  church,  and 
the  long  celibacy  and  licentious  manners  of  his 

«  By  Mably  (Obfervations  fur  ]'Hifto:re  de  France),  Voltaire 
(Hiftoirc  Generate),  Robertfon  (Hiftory  of  Charles  V.),  and  Mon- 
tefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xxxi.  c.  18.).  In  the  year  1781,  M. 
Gaillard  published  his  Hiftorrede  Charlemagne  (in  4.  vols,  in  it*1*), 
which  i  have  freely  and  profitably  ufed.  The  author  u  a  man  of 
feofe  and  humanity ;  and  his  work  is  laboured  with  induftry  and 
elegance.  But  I  have  likewife  examined  the  original  monuments 
o,  the  reigns  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne,  in  the  v1*  volume  of  the 
Htftorians  of  France. 

*  1rhe  vifion  of  Wcltin,  compofed  by  a  monk,  eleven  years  after 
the  death  of  Charlemagne,  (hews  him  in  purgatory,  with  a  vulture, 
who  is  perpetually  gnawing  the  guilty  member,  while  the  reft  of  his 
body,  the  emblem  of  Ids  virtues,  is  found  aud  perfect  (fee  Gaillard, 
torn,  ii,  p.  317—360.). 

daughters, 
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°xlixR  <&ughters",  'whom  the  father  was  fufpe&ed  of 
loving  with  too  fond  a  paffion.  I  (hall  be  fcarcely 
permitted  to  accufe  the  ambition  of  a  conqueror $ 
but  in  a  day  of  equal  retribution,  the  fons  of  his 
brother  Carloman,  the  Merovingian  princes  of 
Aquitain,  and  the  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
Saxons  who  were  beheaded  on  the  fame  fpot, 
trcmld  have  fomething  to  allege  againfi  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  Charlemagne.  His  treatment 
of  the  vanquifhed  Saxons 9t  was  an  abufe  of  the 
right  of  conqueft;  his  laws  were  not  lefs  fan- 
guinary  than  his  arms,  and  in  the  difcuflion  of 
his  motives,  whatever  is  fubtra&ed  frpm  bigotry 
muft  be  imputed  to  temper.  The  fedentary 
reader  is  amazed  by.  his  inceffant  aftivity  of  mind 
and  body ;  and  his  fubje&s  and  enemies  were  not 
lefs  aftonifhed  at  his  fudden  prefence,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  they  believed  him  at  the  moft  diflant 
extremity  of  the  empire ;  neither  peace  nor  war, 
nor  fummer  nor  winter,  were  a  feafon  of  repofe  : 
and  our  fancy  cannot  eafily  reconcile  the  annals  of 
his  reign  with  the  geography  of  his  expeditions. 

97  The  marriage  of  Eginhard  with  Imma,  daughter  of  Charle- 
magne, is,  in  my  opinion,  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  jrokntm  and 
fujpicio  that  fullied  thefe  fair  damfels,  without  excepting  his  own 
wife  (c.  xix.  p.  9* — 100.  cum  Notts  Schmincke).  The  hufband 
moft  have  been  too  ftrong  for  the  hiftorian. 

9«  Befides  the  maflfacres  and  tranfmtgrations,  the  pain  of  death 
was  pronounced  again  ft  the  following  crimes :  i.  The  refufal  of 
haptifm.  *.  The  falfe  pretence  of  baptifm.  3.  A  relnpfe  to  ido- 
latry. 4.  The  murder  of  a  prieft  or  bifhop.  5.  Human  facrifices. 
6.  Eating  meat  in  Lent.  But  every  crime  might  be  expiated  by 
baptifm  or  penance  (Gaillard,  torn.  ii.  p.  241—347*):  and  the  Chrif- 
tian  Saxons  became  the  friends  and  equals  of  the  Franks  (Struv* 
lerpus  liift,  Germanics,  p.  133,). 

4  Bat 
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But  this  activity  was  a  national  rather  than  a  ptf-  cx"  ^#p* 
fatal  virtue ;    the  vagrant  fife  of   a  Frank  waa 
(pent  in  the  chafe,  in  pilgrimage,  at  military  ad- 
ventures;   and  the  jemmies  of  Charlemagne  weio 
diffcnguiffced  only  by  a  more  numerous  train  and 
a  more  important  ptirpofe.    His  mifitary  rencrwa 
uraft  be  tried  by  the  fcrutiny  of  his  troops  his 
enemies,  and  his  actions.    Alexander  conquered 
with  the  arms  of  Philip,  but  the  two  heroes  who 
preceded    Charlemagne,    bequeathed    him    their 
name,    their  examples,  and  the  companions    of 
their  vi&ories.     At  the  head  of  his  veteran  and 
fuperior  armies,  he  oppreffed  the  favage  or  dege- 
nerate nations,  who  were  incapable  of  confede- 
rating for  their  common  fafety :  nor  did  he  evfctf 
encounter  an  equal  antagonist  in  numbers,  in  dif- 
ciptioe,  or  in  arms.     The  fcience  of  war  has  bee* 
loit  and  revived  with  the  arts  of  peace;  but  his 
campaigns   are  not  illuftrated    by  any  fiege   er 
battle  of  lingular  difficulty  and  fuccefe ;  and  hef 
might  behold,  with  envy,  the  Saracen  trophies  of 
hk  grandfather.     After  his  Spanifh  expedition,  his 
rear-guard  was  defeated  in  the  Pyrenaean  moun- 
tains ;  and  the  foldiers,  whofe  fituation  was  irre- 
trievable and  whofe  valour  was  ufelef3,  might  ac- 
cufe,  with  their  hft  breath,  the  want  of  fcill  or 
caution  of   their  general".      I  touch  with  re- 
verence the  laws  of  Charlemagne,  fo  highly  ap-, 

*>In  this  adion  the  famous  Rutland,  Rolando,  Orlando,  was 
IHin— - cum  pUiribus  aliia.  Sec  the  truth  in  Eginhard  (c*  9.  p,  51— 
j6.)s  and  the  fable  in  an  ingenious  Supplement  of  M.  Gaillard 
(lorn.  iii.  p.  474-)*  The  Spaniards  are  too  proud  of  a  victory  which 
biftory  afcribes  to  the  Gafcon^  and  romance  to  the  Saracen*. 

Vol,  IX,  N  plauded 
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chap,    plauded  by  a  refpettable  judge.     They  compofe 
not  a  fyftem,  but  a  feries,  of  occafional  and  mi- 
nute edi&s,  for  the  corre&ion  of  abufes,  the  re- 
formation of  manners,  the  ceconomy  of  his  farms, 
the  care  of  his  poultry,  and  even  the  fale  of  his 
eggs.     He  wifhed  to  improve  the  laws  and  the 
chara&er  of  the  Franks ;  and  his  attempts,  how- 
ever feeble  and  hnperfeft,  are  deferving  of  praife : 
the  inveterate  evils  of  the  times  were  fufpended  or 
mollified  by  his  government 10* ;   but  in  his  infti- 
tutions  I   can  feldom  difcover  the  general  views 
and  the  immortal  fpirit  of  a  legiflator,  who  fur- 
vives  himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.     The 
union  and  {lability  of  his  empire  depended  on 
the  life  of  a  fuigle  man:    he  imitated  the  dan- 
gerous practice  of  dividing  his  kingdoms  among 
his  fons  ;  and,  after  his  numerous  diets,  the  whole 
conftitution  was  left  to  fluctuate  between  the  dif- 
orders  of  anarchy  and  defpotifm.    His  efteem  for 
the  piety  and  knowledge  of  the  clergy  tempted 
him  to  entruft  that  afpiring  order  with  temporal 
dominion  and  civil  jurifdi&ion  j  and  his  fon  Lewis, 
when  he  was  dripped  and  degraded  by  the  bifhops, 
might  accufe,  in  fame  meafure,  the  imprudence 
of  his  father.     His  laws  enforced  the  impofition 
of  tithes,  becaufe  the  daemons  had  proclaimed  in 
the  air  that  the  default  of  payment  had  been  the 
caufe  of  the  laft  fcarcity ,01.     The  literary  merits 

of 

*°°  Yet  Schmidt,  from  the  beft  authorities,  jeprefents  0ie  inte- 
rior diforders  and  oppreflion  of  bis  reign  (Hift.  des  Allemands, 
torn.  ii.  p.  45— 49-)-  .'     > 

tot  Omnis  homo  ex  fwa  proprietate  legitimarn  de^jqym  ad  eccle,-;. 
fam  conferat.     Experiment©  enim.  didicimus$  iu^ii^o,  quo  jlja. 
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eF  Charlemagne  are  attefted  by  the  foundation  of  chap; 
fchools,  the  introduction  of  arts,  the  works  which 
were  published  in  his  name,  and  his  familiar  con- 
Ae&ion  with  the  fubjetts  ahd  ftrangers  whom  he 
invited  to  his  court  to  educate  both  the  prince 
and  people.  His  own  ftudies  were  tardy,  la- 
borious^ and  imperfe&;  if  he  fpoke  Latin,  and 
underftood  Greek,  he  derived  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  from  conversation,  rather  than  from 
books ;  and,  in  his  mature  age,  the  'emperor 
ftrove  to  acquire  the  praftice  of  writing,  which 
every  peafant  now  leatrns  in  his  infancy  ,0\  The 
grammar  and  logic,  the-  mufic  and  aftronomy,  of 
the  times,  were  only  cultivated  as  the  handmaids 
of  fuperftition ;  but  the  curiofity  of  the  human 
mind  muft  ultimately  tend  to  its  improvement, 
and  the  encouragement  of  learning  refle&s  the 
Jmreft  and  moft  pleafing  luftre  on  the  chara&er  of 
Charlemagne103.     The  dignity  of  his  perfon*0*, 

the 

valida  fainea  irrepfit,  cbullire  vacuas  annonas  adsemcmibus  devoratas, 
et  voce*  exprobationis  auditas.  Such  is  the  decree  and  aflertion  of  the 
great  Council  of  fcrankfort  (canon  xxv.  torn.  ix.  p.  105.).  Both  Sel- 
dtn  (Hift.of  Tithes;  Works,  vol.  iii.  part  iL  p.  1146)  andMon- 
tefquieu  (fifprit  desLoix,  1.  xxxi.  c.  ia.)  reprefent  Charlemagne  as 
the  firft  hged  author  of  tithes.  Such  obligations  have  country  gen . 
tleraen  to  his  memory! 

w*  Egiohard  (c,  »j.  p.  119.)  clearly  affirms,  tentabat  et  fcriberc 
...  fed  parum  profpere  fucceflit  labor  prsepofterus  et  fero  inchoatui. 
The  moderns  have  perverted  and  corrected  this  obvious  meaning; 
and  the  title  of  M.  Gaillard's  Diifcrtatiott  (torn.  iii.  p.  247— **o.) 
betrays  his  partiality. 

™Sce  Gaillard,  torn.  iii.  p.  122—176.  and  Schmidt,  torn.  ii. 
f.  1  *i— 119. 

*♦  It,  Dullard  (torn,  iii  p.  371.)  fixes  the  true  Mature  of  Charte- 
aagne  {fee  aDUIerUtion  of  Marquard  Freher  ad  cakem  Eginhart. 
p.  ho,  kc)  «t  fee  feet  nine  inches  of  French,  about  fix  feet  one 
ta*  Ml  a  terth  Eftffiih  neafure.    The  romance  writers  have  in- 

K  %  crcafed 
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CHAP. 

XLIX. 


Extent  of 
his  empire 
in  prance. 


the  length  of  his  reign,  the  profperity  of  his  army, 
the  vigour  of  his  government,  and  the  reverence 
of  diftant  nations,  diflinguifh  him  from  the  royal 
crowd;  and  Europe  dates  a  new  sera  from  his 
refloration  of  the  Weftern  empire. 

That  empire  was  not  unworthy  of  its  title  l0sj 
and  fome  of  the  faireft  kingdoms  of  Europe  were 
the  patrimony  or  conqueft  of  a  prince,  who  reigned 
at  the  fame  time  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  Ger- 
many, and  Hungary10*.  I.  The  Roman  pro- 
vince of  Gaul  had  been  transformed  into  the  name 
and  monarchy  of  France;  but,  in  the  decay  of 
the  Mero\in^hm  line,  its  limits  were  contrafted 
by  the  independence  of  the  Britons  and  the  revolt 
of  Aqultain.  Charlemagne  purfued,  and  confined, 
the  Britons  on  the  fliores  of  the  ocean;  and  that 
ferocious  tribe,  whofe  origin  and  language  are  fo 
different  from  the  French,  was  chaftifed  by  the 
impofition  of  tribute,  hoftages,  and  peace.  After 
a  long  and  evafive  conteft,   the  rebellion  of  the 

created  It  to  eight  feet,  and  the  giant  was  endowed  with  mate  hi  eG 
itrength  and  appetite:  at  a  tingle  ftrokc  of  his  good  fword  Joyeufe% 
lie  cut  afundcr  an  horfeman  and  his  horfe;  at  a  tingle  repaft  he  de- 
voured a  goofe,  two  fowls,  a  quarter  of  mutton,  &c. 

■°5  See  the  concife,  but  correct  and  original,  work  of  d'Anville 
(Etats  formes  en  Kurope  api  es  la  Chute  de  1'Empire  Romain  en  Oc- 
cident, 1  aris,  1771,  in  4*0, ,  whofe  map  includes  the  empire  of 
Charlemagne ;  the  different  parrs  are  illuftratcd,  by  Valrfius  (Noti- 
tia  Gallfarum)  for  France,  Beretti  (DifTertatio  Chorographica)  for 
Italy,  de  Marca  (Marca  Hi fpanica)  for  Spain.  For  the  middle 
geography  of  Germany,  I  confels  myfelf  poor  and  deftitute. 

*•*  After  a  brief  relation  of  hi*  wars  and  conqucfts  (Vit.  Carol. 
c.  5— 1*.)»  E^inhard  recapitulates,  in  a  few  words  (c.  15.),  the 
countries  iubjcA.  to  bis  empre.  Struvius  (Corpus  Hift.  German, 
p.  11S— 149.)  ha»  iqfertcd  in  bis  Notes  the  texts  of  the  old  Chro- 
nicles* 
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dukes  of  Aquitain  was  punifhed  by  the  forfeiture  of  CHAP, 

their  province,  their  liberty,  and  their  lives.    Harfh    w-.-uJj 

and  rigorous  would  have  been  fuch  treatment  of 

ambitious  governors,  who  had  too  faithfully  copied 

the  mayors  of  the  palace.  But  a  recent  difcovery ,0? 

has  proved  that  thefe  unhappy  princes  were  the  laft 

and  lawful  heirs  of  the  blood  and  fceptre  of  Clovis, 

a  younger  branch,  from  the  brother  of  Dagobert, 

of  the  Merovingian  houfe.      Their  ancient  king. 

dom  was  reduced  to  the  dutchy  of  Gafcogne,  to 

the  counties   of  Fefensac  and  Armagnac,  at  the 

foot  of  the  Pyrenees :  their  race  was  propagated  till 

the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  ;  and,  after 

furviving  their  Carlovmyan  tyrants,  they  were  re- 

ferved  to  feel  the  injustice,  or  the  favours,  of  a 

third    dynafty.     By    the    re-union    of   Aquitain, 

France  was  enlarged  to  its  prefent  boundaries,  with 

the  additions  of  the  Netherlands  and  Spain,  as  far 

as  the  Rhine-     II.  The  Saracens  had  been  expelled    Spain. 

from   France   by  the  grandfather   and   father   of 

Charlemagne;  but  they  (till  poffefled  the  greatest 

part  of  Spain,  from  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the 

Pyrenees.    Amidft  their  civil  divifions,  an  Arabian  . 

emir  of  Saragofla  implored  his  prote&ion  in  the 

diet  of  Paderborn.     Charlemagne  undertook  the 

expedition,  reftored  the  emir,    and,   without  dif- 

,0?  Of  a  charter  granted  to  the  monastery  o '*  Alaon  (A.  D  S45) 
by  Charles  the  Bald,  which  deduces  this  royal  pedigree.  I  doubt 
whether  fome  fubfequent  links  of  the  ix*h  and  x'h  centuries  arc 
equally  firm ;  yet  the  whole  is  approved  and  defended  by  M  (?ail« 
lard  (torn.  ii.  p.  6e— 81  203—106  ),  who  a  rnms  that  the  iami'y  of 
Montefquieu  ^not  of  th-  prefident  o«r  Monttfqtrt a)  is  defended  hi 
^e  female  line,  from  Uotaire  and  Clovia— aa  kinoccnt  pretend  on  1 

N  3  tinftion 
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CxlixP'  ^n^on  °^  f**d*9  impartially  crufhed  the  refiftance 
i^v^J  of  the  Chriftians,  and  rewarded  the  obedience  and 
fertice  of  the  Mahometans.  In  his  abfence  he 
inftituted  the  Spanifh  mxrcb10*?  which  extended 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  river  Ebro :  Barcelona 
was  the  refidence  of  the  French  governor :  he  pof- 
feffed  the  counties  of  Roufillon  and  Catalonia ;  and 
the  infant  kingdoms  of  Navarre  and  Arragon  were 
Italy.  fubjeft  to  his  jurifdi&ion.  III.  As  king  of  the 
Lombards,  and  patrician  of  Rome,  he  reigned 
over  the  greateft  part  of  Italy109,  a  trad  of  a 
thoufand  miles  from  the  Alps  to  the  borders  of 
Calabria.  The  dutchy  of  Beneventum,  a  Lombard 
fiefy  had  fpread,  at  the  expence  of  the  Greeks,  over  , 
the  modern  kingdom  of  Naples.  But  Arrechis, 
the  reigning  duke,  refufed  to  be  included  in  ths 
flavery-  of  his  country ;  affumed  the  independent 
title  of  prince ;  and  oppofed  his  fword  to  the  Car- 
Idvingtan  monarchy.  His  defence  was  firm,  his 
fubmiflion  was  not  inglorious,  and  the  emperor 
was  content  with  an  eafy  tribute,  the  demolition  of 
his  fortreffes,  and  the  acknowledgment,  on  his 
coins,  of  a  fupreme  lord.  The  artful  flattery  of 
his  fon  Grimoald  added  the  appellation  of  father, 
but  he  afferted  his  dignity  with  prudence,  and  Bene- 

»°*  The  governors  or  counts  of  the  Spanilh  march 'revolted  from 
Charles  the  Simple  about  the  year  9005  and  a  poor  pittance,, the 
Roufillon,  has  been  recovered  in  1641  by  the  kings  of  France  (Lon- 
juerue,  Defcription  de  la  France,  torn.  i.  p.  aio — ^^^.).  Yet  the 
Roufillon  contains  188,900  fubjeds,  and  annually  pays  4,600,000 
livrea  (Necker,  Administration  des  Finances,  torn.  i.  p.  »7&— 279  )  ; 
more  people  perhaps,  and  doubtlcfs  more  money,  than  the  march 
of  Charlemagne.  ' 

V*  Schmidt,  Rift,  des  AUcmands,  torn.  ii.  p,  too,  &c« 

venture^ 
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ventum  infenfibly  leaped  from  the  French  yoke ,io.   CHAP. 
IV.  Charlemagne  was  the  firft  who  united  Germany  i^I^Lj 
under  the  fame  fceptre.     The  name  of  Oriental  Germany. 
France  is  preferved  in  the  circle  of  Franconia; 
and  the  people  of  Heffe  and  Thuringia  were  recently 
incorporated  with  the  vi&ors,  by  the  conformity 
of  religion  and  government.     The   Alernanni,  fo 
formidable  to  the  Romans,  were  the  faithful  vafTals 
and  confederates  of  the  Franks ;  and  their  country 
was  inferibed  within  the  modern  limits  of  Alfacey 
Swabia,  and   Switzerland.     The  Bavarians,  with 
a  fimilar  indulgence  of  their  laws  and  manners, 
were  lefs  patient  of  a  matter :  the  repeated  treafons 
of  Tafillo  juftified  the  abolition  of  her  hereditary 
dukes;  and  their  power  was  fhared  among  tEe 
counts,  who  judged  and  guarded   that  important 
frontier.     But  the  north  of  Germany,  from  the 
Rhine  and  beyond  the  Elbe,  was  ftill  hoftile  and  P*. 
gan }  nor  was  it  till  after  a  war  of  thirty-three  years 
that  the  Saxons  bowed  under  the  yoke  of  Chrift  and 
of  Charlemagne.  The  idols  and  their  votaries  were 
extirpated :  the  foundation  of  eight  bishopries,  of 
Munfter,    Ofhaburgh,    Paderborn,    and*Minden, 
of  Bremen,  Verden,  Hildefheim,  and  Halberftadt, 
define,  on  either  fide  of  the  Wefer,  the  bounds  of 
ancient  Saxony j  thefe  epifcopal  feats  were  the  firft 
fchools  and  cities  of  that  favage  land j  and  the  re* 
ligion  and  humanity  of  the  children  atoned,  in  fome 
degree,  for  the  maflacre  of  the  parents.    Beyond 
the  Elbe,  the  Slavi,  or  Sclavonian*,   of  fimilar 
manners  and  various  denominations,    overfpread 

»*  See  Giuupocj  tog*,  i.  p.  3749  375*  and  the Annaltof  Muraton. 
J?4  *** 
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chap,  the  modern  dwnktfons  of  Pruifia,  Poland,  and 
v^y^O  Bohemia,  and  fome  tranfient  marks  of  obedience 
have  tempted  the  French  hiftorian  to  extend  the 
empire  to  the  Baltic  and  the  Viftula.  The  con- 
guefl  or  converiion  of  thofe  countries  is  of  a  more 
recent  age  ;  but  the  firft  union  of  Bohemia  with  the 
Germanic  body  may  be  juftly  afcribed  to  the 
Hungary,  arms  of  Charlemagne.-  V.  He  retaliated  en  the 
Avars,  or  Huns  of  Pannonia,  the  lame  calamities 
which  they  had  infli&ed  on  the  nations.  Their 
rings,  the  wooden  fortifications  which  encircled 
their  diftri&s  and  villages,  were  broken  down  by 
the  triple  effort  of  a  French  army,  that  was  poured 
into  their  country  by  land  and  water,  through 
the  Carpathian  mountains  and  along  the  plain  of 
the  Danube.  After  a  bloody  conflift  of  eight 
years,  the  lofs  of  fome  French  generals  was 
avenged  by  the  Daughter  of  the  moft  noble  Huns ; 
the  relics  of  the  nation  fubmitted :  the  royal  re- 
fidence  of  the  chagan  was  left  defolate  and  un- 
known :  and  the  treafures,  the  rapine  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  enriched  the  viftorious 
troops,  or  decorated  the  churches  of  Italy  and 
Gaul  ts\  After  the  redu&ion  of  Pannonia,  the 
empire  of  Charlemagne  was  bounded  only  by  the 
conflux  of  the  Danube  with  the  Teyfs  and  the 
.    Save:  the  provinces" of  Iftria,  Liburnia,  and  Dal- 

.  •"(*!!*  **«&«  in  to  gtfal  qurotnth  frng«tm$  efftifum  fit! 
fcftatur  vacua  omni  habtnione  Pannonia,  et  locus  in  quo  rcgia 
Cftgf.ni  fuit  itadefotus,  ut  ne  veAtg'um  quidem  humante  habita- 
ti  /ms  appareat.  Tota  in  hoc  btllo  ttuanorum  nobilitat  peri  It,  tota 
gtorta  fcridit,  oqmb  ptcufes.  et  coagefti  o*  Ifngo  tempore  tfcd*i»i 
dircpti  flint. 

BVfctia, 
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tnatia,  were  an  «afy,  though  unprofitable,  iced-  c^fxp# 
fion ;  and  it  was  an  effeft  of  bis  moderation,  thai  y_  m-  _r 
he  left  the  maritime  cities  under  the  real  or  nomi- 
nal fovereignty  of  the  Greeks.  But  thefe  diftant 
poffeffions  added  more  to  the  reputation  than  to  the 
power  of  the  Latin  emperor ;  nor  did  he  rifk  any 
ecclefiaftical  foundations  to  reclaim  the  Barbarians 
from  their  vagrant  life  and  idolatrous  worfhip. 
Some  canals  of  communication  between  the  rivers, 
the  Saone  and  the  Meufe,  the  Rhine  and  the 
Danube,  were  faintly  attempted  "\  Their  execu- 
tion would  have  vivified  the  empire  ;  and  more  coft 
and  labour  were  often  wafted  in  the  ftru&ure  of  a 
cathedral. 

If  we  retrace  the  outlines  of  this  geographical  Hisneigh- 
pi&ure,  it  will  be  feeh  that  the  empire  of  the  Jl^JJj^ 
Franks  extended,  between  eaft  ana  weft,  from  the 
Ebro  to  the  Elbe  or  Viftula;  between  the  north 
and  fbuth,  from  the  dutchy  of  Beneventum  to  the 
river  Eyder,  the  perpetual  boundary  of  Germany 
and  Denmark.  The  perfonal  and  political  im- 
portance of  Charlemagne  was  magnified  by  the 
diftrefs  and  diviiion  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  The 
illands  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  difputed 
by  a  crowd  of  princes  of  Saxon  or  Scottifh  origin  j 
and,  after  the  lofs  of  Spain,  the  Chriftian  and  Go* 

'«»  The  junction  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  was  undertaken  only 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Pannonian  war  (Gaillard,  Vie  de  Charlemagne, 
torn.  ii.  p.  31a — 315)*  The  canal,  which  would  have  been  only  . 
two  leagues  in  length,  and  of  which  fome  traces  are  ftill  extant  ia 
.  Swabia,  was  interrupted  by  exceflive  rains,  military  avocations,  and 
faperftitious  fears,  (Schaepflin,  Hift.  de  l'Acadcmie  des  Infcriptions, 
torn,  xviii.    p.  aj6.     Molimina  fluviorum,   &c.    jungendorum, 

thic 
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C  ft  A  p.  thic  kingdom  of  Alphonfo  the  Chafte,  was  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  range  of  the  Afturian  moun- 
tains. Thefe  petty  fovereigns  revered  the  power 
or  virtue  of  the  Cariovingian  monarch,  implored 
the  honour  and  fupport  of  his  alliance,  and  ftyled 
him  their  common  parent,  the  fole  and  fupreme 
emperor  of  the  Weft  Il3«  He  maintained  a  more 
equal  intercourfe  with  the  caliph  Harun  al  Ra- 
ftdd  "%  whofe  dominion  ftretched  from  Africa  to 
India,' and  accepted  from  his  ambaffadors  a  tent, 
a  water-clock,  an  elephant,  and  the  keys  of  the 
heiy  fepulchre.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the 
private  friendftiip  of  a  Frank  and  an  Arab,  who 
were  ftrangers  to  each  other's  perfon,  and  language, 
and  religion :  but  their  public  conefpondence  was 
fomnded  on  vanity,  and  their  remote  fituation  left 
no  room  for  a  competition  of  intereft.  Two- 
thirds  of  the.  Weftern  empire  of  Rome  were  fubje£fc 
to  Charlemagne,  and  the  deficiency  was  amply 
fupptoed  by  hid  command  of  the  inacceflible  or 
iiitincible  nations  of  Germany.  But  in  the  choice 
of  his  enemies,  we  may  be  reafonably  furprifed 
that  he  fo  often  preferred  the  poverty  of  the  north 
to  the  riches  of  the  fouth.  The  three-and-thirty 
campaigns  laborioufly  confumed  in  the  woods  and 
moraffes  of  Germany,  would  have  fufficed  to  affert 

»*?  Sec  Eginhard,  c.  16.  and  Gaillard,  tom.ii.  p.  361—385,  who 
fnetrtions,  with  a  loofe  reference,  the  intercourfe  of  Charlemagne 
and  Egbtrt,  the  emperor's  gift  of  his  own  fword,  and  the  modeft 
aniwer  of  his  Saxon  difciple.  The  antcdote>  if  genuine,  would 
have  adorned  our  Englifh  hiftories. 

"4-  The  correfpondence  is  mentioned  only  in  the  French  annals, 
and  the  Orientals  are  ignorant  of  the  caliph*s  friendship  for  the 
Chrifiian  dog— a.  polite  appellation,  which  Harun  beftows  on  the 
emperor  of  the  Greeks. 

the 
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the  amplitude  of  his  title  by  the  expulfion  of  the  chap, 
Greeks  from  Italy  and  the  Saracens  from  Spain.  *^15*j 
The  weaknefs  of  the  Greeks  would  have  enfured 
an  eafy  victory:  and  the  holy  crufade  againft  the 
Saracens  would  have  beeji  prompted  by  glory  and 
revenge,  and  loudly  juftified  by  religion  and  policy* 
Perhaps,  in  his  expeditions  beyond  the  Rhine  and 
the  Elbe,  he  afpired  to  fave  his  monarchy  from 
the  fate  -of  the  Roman  empire,  to  difarm  the  ene* 
mies  of  civilized  fociety,  and  to  eradicate  the  feed 
of  future  emigrations.  But  it  has  been  wifely  ob- 
served, that  in  a  light  of  precaution,  all  conquefk 
muft  be*  -fneffeftual,  unlefs  it  could  be  univerfalj 
fmce  the  increafing  circle  muft  be  involved  in  a 
larger  fphere  of  hoftility  "*.  The  fubjugation  of 
Germany  withdrew  the  veil  which  had  fo  long  con* 
cealed  the  continent  or  iflands  of  Scandinavia  from 
the  knowledge  of  Europe,  and  awakened  the  tor- 
pid  courage  of  their  barbarous  natives.  The 
fierceft  of  the  Saxon  idolaters  efcaped  from  the 
Chriftian  tyrant  to  their  brethren  of  the  north ;  the 
Ocean  and  Mediterranean  were  covered  with  their 
piratical  fleets;  and  Charlemagne  beheld  with  a 
iigh  the  deftruftive  progrefs  of  the  Normans,  who^ 
in  lefs  than  feventy  years,  precipitated  the  fall  of 
his  race  and  monarchy. 

Had  the  pope  and  the  Romans  revived  the  pri-  ^<£j^. 
jnitive  conftitution,    the  titles   of   emperor  and     A^- 
Auguftus  were  conferred  on  Charlemagne  for  the  in  iui>; 

i«  Gaillard,  totn.ii.  p.  361—365.  471—476.  49*.    I  have  bor- 
rowed his  judicious  remarks  on  Charlemagne' 8  plan  of  conqueft, 
and  the  judicious  diftindion  of  his  enemies  of  the  firft  and  the 
•  iecond  tnceinte  (torn,  ii  p.  1*4-  509,  &c). 

term 
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CHAP-  term  of  his  life ;  and  his  fucceflbrs,  on  each  va- 
i^nj-r' '  cancy,  muft  have  afcended  the  throne  by  a  formal 
9iiinGcr-   or  tacjt  eieftion#     But  the  affociation  of  his  fon 

many  j  957 

in  France.  Lewis  the  Pious  afferts  the  independent  right  of 
monarchy  and  conqueft,  and  the  emperor  feems 
on  this  occafion  to  have  forefeen  and  prevented  the 
AD. 813.  l*tcnt  claims  of  the  clergy.  The  royal  youth  was 
commanded  to  take  the  crown  from  the  altar,  and 
with  his  own  hands  to  place  it  on  his  head,  as  a 
gift  which  he  held  from  God,  his  father,  and 
the  nation  "\  The  fame  ceremony  was  repeated, 
though  with  lefs  energy,  in  the  fubfequent  aflbcia- 
tions  of  Lothaire  and  Lewis  the  fecond ;  the  Car- 
iovingian  fceptre  was  tranfmitted  from  father  to 
fon  in  a  lineal  defcent  of  four  generations  ;  and  the 
ambition  of  the  popes  was  reduced  to  the  empty 
honour  of  crowning  and  anointing  thefe  hereditary 
princes  who  were  already  inverted  with  their  power 
Lewis  the  *&d  dominion.  The  pious  Lewis  furvived  his 
P*A  d  toothers,  and  embraced  the  whole  empire  of  Char- 
814-S40.  lemagne;  but  the  nations  and  the  nobles,  his 
bifliops  and  his  children,  quickly  difcerned  that 
this  mighty  mafs  was  no  longer  infpired  by  the 
fame  foul ;  and  the  foundations  were  undermined 
to  the  centre,,  while  the  external  furface  was  yet  fair 
and  entire.  After  a  war,  or  battle,  which  con* 
filmed  one  hundred  thoufand  Franks,  the  empire 

*,fi  Thegan,  the  biographer  of  Lewis,  relates  this  coronation ;  and 
Baronius  has  hooeftly  tranferibtd  it  (A.D.  Sn,  N°i3,  Stc.  See 
Gaillard,  torn  ii,  p.  506,  507,  508.),  howfoever  adverfe  to  the  claims 
of  the  popes.  For  the  feries  of  the  Carlovingians,  fee  the  hiftorians 
of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany ;  Pfeffel,  Schmidt,  Vetty,  Muratori, 
and  even  Voltaire*  whofie  pielorcs  are  fometisacs  juft  and  always 
pkafiftg. 

was 
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was  divided  by  treaty  between  bis  three  fons,  who   C^J^ 
had  violated  every  filial  and  fraternal  duty.     The 
kingdoms  of  Germany  and  France  were  for  ever 
feparated;    the  provinces  of  Gaul,  between  the 
Rhone  and  the  Alps,  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine, 
were  affigned,  with  Italy,  to  the  Imperial  dignity 
of  Lothaire.    In  the  partition  of  his  (hare,  Lor- 
raine and  Aries,  two  recent  and  tranfitory  king- 
doms, were  bellowed  on   the  younger  children ; 
and  Lewis  the  fecond,  his  eldefl  fon,  was  content 
with  the  realm  of  Italy,  the  proper  and  fufficient 
patrimony  of  a  Roman   emperor.     On  his  death 
without  any  male  iffue,  the  vacant  throne  was  dif. 
puted  by  his   uncles  and  coufins,  and  the  popes 
mod  dexteroufly  feized  the  occafion  of  judging  the 
claims  and  merits  of  the  Candidates,  and  of  beftow- 
ing  on  the  moft  obfequious  or  moft  liberal,  the 
Imperial  office  of  advocate  of  the  Roman  church. 
The  dregs  of  the  Carlovingian  race  no  longer  ex- 
hibited any  fymptoms  of  virtue  or  power,  and  the 
ridiculous  epithets  of  the  bald,  the  Jtamnierer^  the 
fat,  and   the  ftmple^    diftinguifhed  the   tame  and 
uniform  features  of  a  crowd  of  kings  alike  deferv- 
ing  of  oblivion.     By  the  failure  of  the  collateral 
branches,     the     whole    inheritance    devolved    to 
Charles  the  Fat,  the  laft  emperor  of  his  family ; 
his  infanity  authorifed  the  defertion  of  Germany, 
Italy,  and  France :  he  was  depofed  in  a  diet,  and 
folicited  his  daily  bread  from  the  rebels,  by  whofe 
contempt  his  life  and   liberty  had  been  fpared. 
According  to  the  meafure  of  their  force,  the  govern- 
ors, the  bifhops,  and  the  lords,  ufurped  the  frag- 
ments of  the  felling  empire ;  and  fome  preference 
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was  Alexin  to  the  female  or  illegitimate  blood  of 
Charlemagne.  Of  the  greater  part,  the  title  and 
pofleffion  were  alike  doubtful,  and  the  merit  was 
adequate  to  the  contra&ed  fcale  of  their  dominions. 
Thole  who  could  appear  with  an  army  at  the  gates 
of  Rome  were  crowned  emperors  in  the  Vatican; 
but  their  xnodefty  was  more  frequently  fatisfied 
with  the  appellation  of  kings  of  Italy;  and  the 
whole  term  of  feventy-four  years  may  be  deemed 
a  vacancy,  from  the  abdication  of  Charles  the  Fat 
to  the  eftablifliment  of  Otho  the  firft. 

Otho ,<7  was  of  the  noble  race  of  the  dukes  of 
Saxony  ;  and  if  he  truly  defcended  from  Witikind, 
the  adverfary  and  profelyte  of  Charlemagne,  the 
pofterity  of  a  vanquifhed  people  was  exalted  to 
reign  over  their  conquerors.  His  father  Henry 
the  Fowler  was  ele&ed,  by  the  fuffrage  of  the 
nation,  to  fave  and  inflitute  the  kingdom  of  Ger- 
many. Its  limits'15  were  enlarged  on  every  fide 
by  his  fon,  the  firft  and  greatefl  of  the  Ottos.  A 
portion  of  Gaul  to  the  weft  of  the  Rhine,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Meufe  and  the  Mofelle,  wasaf-~ 
figned  to  the  Germans,  by  whofe  blood  and  lan- 

«t  He  was  the  fon  of  Otho,  the  fon  of  Ludolph,  in  whofe  favour 
the  dutchy  of  Saxony  had  been  inftituted,  A.  D.  858.  Ruotcerus, 
the  biographer  of  a  St.  Bruno  (Bibliot.  Bunavianae  Catalog,  torn.  iiL 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  679),  gives  a  fplendid  character  of  his  family.  Atavorum 
a  avi  ufque  ad  hominum  memoriam  omnes  nobiliflimi;  millus  in 
corum  ftirpe  ignntus,  nullus  degener  facile  rcperitur  (apud  Stru- 
viura,  Corp.  Hift.  German,  p.  216.).  Yet  Gundlmg  (in  Henrico 
Aticupe)  is  not  fatisfied  of  hU  defcent  from  Witikind. 

,rt  £ee  the  treatife  of  Conrngius  (de  Finibus  Imperii  Germamcr, 
Francofurt.  i68q,  m^.tz) :  he  rejects  the  extravagant  and  improper 
fcale  of  the  Roman  and  Carlovingian  empires,  and  difcufies  with  mo- 
deration the  rights  of  Cermany,  her  vstf*!^  anjd  her  neighbours. 
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guage  it  has  been  tinged  fince  the  time  of  Gaefar   ci^^^p- 
and  Tacitus.     Between  the  Rhine,  the  Rhone,  and   i^t^-"_j» 
the  Alps,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Otho  acquired  a  vain 
fupremacy  over  the  broken  kingdoms  of  Burgundy 
and  Aries,     In  the  north,  Chnftianity  was  propa- 
gated by  the  fword  of  Otho,  the  conqueror  and 
apoftle  of  the  Slavic  nations  of  the  Elbe  and  Oder ; 
the  marches   of  Brandenburg  and  Slefwick  were 
fortified  with  German  colonies ;  and  the  king  of, 
Denmark,    the  dukes  of    Poland  and  Bohemia, 
confeffed  themfeives  his  tributary  vaflals.     At  the  • 
head   of  a  vi&orious  army,    he   paffed  the  Alps, 
fubdued  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  delivered  the  pope, 
and  for  ever  fixed  the  Imperial  crown  in  the  name 
and  nation   of  Germany.     From  that  memorable 
acra,  twa  maxims  of  public  jurifprudence  were  in- 
trpduced  by  force  and  ratified  by  time.     I.  That 
the  prince  who  was  ele&ed  in  the  German  diet, 
acquired  from  that  inftant  the  fubjeel  kingdoms  / 

of  Italy  and  Rome.  II.  But  that  he  might  not 
legally  aflume  the  titles  of  emperor  and  Auguftus, 
till  he  had  received  the  crown  from  the  hands  of 
the  Roman  pontiff f'9. 

The  imperial  dignity  of  Charlemagne  was  an-   Tranfec- 
nounced  to  the  Eaft  by  the  alteration  of  his  ftyle ;    w"ft™kc 
and  inflead  of  faluting  his  fathers,  the  Greek  em-   a"dEaftera 
perors,    he  prefumed  to  adopt  the  more  equal 

"9  T  he  power  of  cuftom  forces  me  to  number  Conrad  I.  and 
Henry  I.  the  Fowler,  in  the  lift  of  emperors,  a  title  which  was  never 
aflumed  by  thofe  kings  of  Germany.      The  Italians,  Muraton  for  * 
ioftance,  are  more  fcrupulous  and  correct,  and  only  reckon  the 
princes  who  have  been  crowned  at  Rome. 

and 
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chap,   and  familiar  appellation  of  brother ,lc.     Perhaps  in 
%^>-w-ij    his  conne&ion  with  Irene  he  afpired  to  the  name 
of  hufband :  his  embafiy  to  Conftantinople  fpoke 
the  language  of  peace  and  friendship,  and  might 
conceal  a  treaty  of  marriage  with  that  ambitious 
princefo,  who  had  renounced  the  moft  facred  duties 
of  a  mother.    The  nature,  the  duration,  the  pro- 
bable  confequences  of  fuch  an  union  between  two 
diftant  and  diffcmant  empires,  it  is  importable  to 
conje&ure ;  but  the  unanimous  filence  of  the  Latins 
may  teach  us  to  fufpeft,  that  the  report  was  in- 
vented by  the  enemies  of  Irene,  to  charge  her  with 
,  the  guilt  of  betraying  the  church  and  ftate  to  the 
ftrangers  of  the  Weft  ,if.     The  French  ambaffa- 
dors  were  the  fpe&ators,  and  had  nearly  been  the 
vi&ims,  of  the  confpiracy  of  Nicephorus,  and  the 
national   hatred*     Conftantinople  was  exafperated 
by  the  treafon  and  facrilege  of  ancient  Rome :  a 
proverb,  "  That  the  Franks  were  good  friends  and 
"  bad  neighbours/*  was  in  every  one's   mouth  ; 
but  it  was  dangerous  to  provoke  a  neighbour  who 
might  be  tempted  to  reiterate,  in  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia,  the  ceremony  of  his  Imperial  coronation. 
After  a  tedious  journey  of  circuit  and  delay,  the 

i*>  invidiam  tamen  fofcepti  nomini*  (C.  P.  imperatoribuR  faper 
boc  indignantibus  magna  tulit  patientia,  viritque  eorum  contuma- 
ciam . . .  mittendo  ad  cot  crebas  legationes,  et  in  eptftotis  fratrcs  ept 
appeHando.  Eeinhard,  c.  28.  p.  i»8.)-  Perhaps  it  was  on  {heir 
account  that,  like  Auguftus,  he  affe&«d  fome  reludlance  to  receive* 
the  empire. 

»*■  Thcophanetf  fpeaks  of  the  coronation  and  untfion  of  Charle*. 
K«£XXo,-  (Chronograph,  p. 399.),  and  of  his  treaty  of  marriage 
with  Irene  (p  4o»  ),  which  is  unknown  to  the  Latins.'  Gaillard  re. 
latet  bis  tranfcaioot  with  the  Greek  empire  (torn,  it  p.  446—46$.). 

-ambaf- 
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ambafladors  of  Nicephorus  found  him  in  his  camp, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Sala ;  and  Charlemagne 
affe&ed  to  confound  their  vanity  by  difplaying,  in 
a  Franconian  village,  the  pomp,  or  at  leaft  tht 
pride,   of  the  Byzantine  palace"*.     The  Greeks 
were  fucceflively  led  through  four  halls  of  audi* 
ence :  in  the  firft,  they  *were  ready  to  fall  proftrate 
before  a  fplendid  perfonage  in  a  chair  of  ftate,  till 
he  informed  them  that  he  was  only  a  fervant,  the 
conftable,  or  matter  of  the  horfe  of  the  emperor* 
The  fame    miftake,    and  the  fame  anfwer,   were 
repeated  in  the  apartments  of  the  count  palatine, 
the  fteward,  and  the  chamberlain ;  and  their  im- 
patience was  gradually  heightened,  till  the  doors 
of  the  prefence-chamber  were  thrown  open,    and 
they  beheld  the  genuine  monarch,  on  his  throne, 
enriched  with  the  foreign  luxury,  which  he  defpifed, 
and  encircled  with  the  love  and  reverence  of  his 
victorious  chiefs.     A  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance 
was  concluded  between  the  two  empires,  and  the 
limits  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  were  defined  by  thte 
right  of  prefent  pofleffion.    But  the  Greeks  "3  foon 
forgot  this  humiliating  equality,  or  remembered  it 
only  to  hate  the  Barbarians  by  whom  it  was  extort- 
ed.    During  the  fliort  union  of  virtue  and  power, 

»»  Gaillard  very  properly  obferves,  that  this  pageant  was  a  farce 
fuitable  to  children  only ;  but  that  it  was  indeed  reprefented  in  the 
presence,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  children  of  a  larger  growth. 

,a3  Compare,  in  the  original  texts  collected  by  Pagi  (torn.  iii. 
A.  D.  8u,  N°  7.  A.  D.  Sa4t  N°  10,  &c.)>  the  contraft  of  Charle- 
magne and  his  fon :  to  the  former  the  ambafladors  of  Michael  ( whp 
Were  indeed  drfavowed)  more  fuo,  id  eft  lingua  Grseca  laudes  dix- 
erunt,  impcratorem  eum  et  B*afa*  appellantes;  to  the  latter, 
Vocato  imperatori  Francorvm,  &c. 

Vol,  IX,  O  they 
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CxliJxP'  ^7  ^fpeftfaUy  fluted  the  aagvjl  Charlemagne 
u~v-~~>  with  the  acclamations  of  bafileus^  and  emperor  of 
the  Romans.  As  foon  as  thefe  qualities  were  fe- 
parated  in  the  perfon.of  his  pious  fon,  the,Byzan- 
tine  letters  were  infcribed,  "  To  the  king,  or,  as 
"  he  ftyles  himfelf,  the  emperor  of  the  Franks  and 
"  Lombards."  When  both  power  and  virtue  were 
extinft,  they  defpoiled  Lewis  the  fecond  of  his  he- 
reditary title,  and,  with  the  barbarous  appellation 
of  rex  or  rcga>  degraded  him  among  the  crowd  of 
Latin  princes.  His  reply ,a+  is  expreflive  of 
his  weaknefs :  he  proves,  with  fome  learning,  that 
both  in  fjtcred  and  profane  hiftory,  the  name  of 
king  is  fynonymous  with  the  Greek  word  bqfileus  : 
if,  at  Conftantinople,  it  were  affumed  in  a  more  ex- 
clufive  and  imperial  fenfe,  he  claims  from  his  an- 
ceftors,  and  from  the  pope,  a  juft  participation  of 
the  honours  of  the  Roman  purple.  The  fame  con- 
troverfy  was  revived  in  the  reign  of  the  Othos ;  and 
their  ambaffador  defcribes,  in  lively  colours,  the 
infolence  of  the  Byzantine  court1*5.  The  Greeks 
affe&ed  to  defpife  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of 
the  Franks  and  Saxons  ;  and  in  their  .laft  decline, 

»h  Sec  theepiftle,  in  Paralipomeun,  of  the  anonymous  writer  of 
Salerno  (Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  ii.  p.  243 — 254.  c.  93 — 107.)*  whom, 
Kironius  (A.  D.  '  71,  N '  51—71  )  miftook  for  Erchempert,  when  he 
tranicribed  it  in -his  Annals. 

"s  Ipfc  cnim  vos,  non  imperatorcm>  id  eft  Buo-^ta  fua  lingua,  fed 
ob  iudignationeni  P>7*.»  "1  eft  ><;,  '"  uoftra  vocabat  (Liutprand,  in 
Ltvat  in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  4790-  The  pope  had  ex- 
horted Nicephoni6,  emperor  or  the  Greeks,  to  make  peace  with 
Otho,  the  auguft  emperor  of  the  Romans—  oux  inferiptio  fecundum 
Gnecos  peccatria  ct  temeraria  ....  impcratorem  inquiunt,  urn- 
verjalem,    Romano*  um,    Jugvfium,  mfignum,  folum>  Nicephon.m 

refufed 
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refufed  to  proftitute  to  the  kings  of  Germany  the  c^fxp; 
title  of  Roman  emperors.  u-v~«j 

Thefe  emperor*,  in  the  ele&ion  of  the  popes,  ^^^f. 
continued  to  exercife  the  powers  which  had  been  peror*  in 
affumed  by  the  Gothic  and  Grecian  princes ;  and  tiocng  ^f 
the  importance  of  thitf  prerogative  increafed  with  ^ejP°^8f 
the  temporal  eftate  and  fpiritual  jurifdiction  of  the  —1060. 
Roman  church.  In  the  Chriftian  ariftocracy,  the 
principal  members  of  the  clergy  ftill  formed  a  fe- 
nate  to  aflift  the  adminiftration,  and  to  fupply  the 
vacancy  of  the  bifliop.  Rome  was  divided  into 
twenty-eight  parifhes,  and  each  parifh  was  go- 
verned by  a  cardinal-prieft,  or  prefbyter,  a  title 
which,  however  common  and  modeft  in  its  origin, 
has  afpired  to  emulate  the  purple  of  kings.  Their 
number  was  enlarged  by  the  affociation  of  the 
feven  deacons  of  the  moft  confiderable  hofpitals,  the 
feven  palatine  judges  of  the  Lateran,  and  fome  digni- 
taries of  the  church.  This  ecclefiaftical  fenate  was 
direded  by  the  feven  cardinal-bifhops  of  the  Ro- 
man province,  who  were  lefs  occupied  in  the 
fuburb  diocefes  of  Oftia,  Porto,  Velitrae,  Tuf- 
culum,  Pnenefte,  Tibur,  and  the  Sabines,  than 
by  their  weekly  fervice  in  the  Lateran,  and  their 
fuperior  fhare  in  the  honours  and  authority  of  the 
apoltolic  fee.  On  the  death  of  the  pope,  thefe 
bifhops  recommended  a  fucceflbr  to  the  fuffrage 
of  the  college  of  cardinals  ,a%  and  their  choice  was 

ratified 

,i6  The  origin  and  progrefa  of  the  title  of  cardinal  may  be  found 
inThomaffin  (Difcipline  de  1  E^lifc,  torn,  i  p.  ji6i— 1298.),  Mil- 
iaU)ri  (Antfquitat   Italis  Medii  J2vi,  torn.  vi.  diilert.  Ixi.  p.  1  $9—    ' 
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chap,  ratified  or  reje&ed  by  the  applaufe  or  clamour  of 
u— v-^j    the  Roman  people.    But  the  ele&ion  was  imper- 
fe&  ;  nor  could  the  pontiff  be  legally  confecrated 
till  die  emperor,  the  advocate  of  the  church,  had 
gracioufly  fignified  his  approbation  and  confent. 
The  royal  commiffioner  examined,   on  the  fpot, 
the  form  and  freedom  of  the  proceedings ;  nor  was 
it,  till  after  a  previous  fcrutiny  into  the  qualifi- 
cations  of  the  candidates,    that  he   accepted    an 
oath  of  fidelity,  and  confirmed  the  donations  which 
had  fucceffively    enriched    the    patrimony    of  St. 
Peter.     In  the  frequent  fchifms,  the  rival  claims 
were  Submitted  to  the  fentence  of  the  emperor ;  and 
in  a  fynod  of  bifhops  he  prefumed  to  judge,  to  con- 
demn, and  to  punifh,  the  crimes  of  a  guilty  pontiff. 
Otho  the  firft  impofed  a  treaty  on  the  fenate  and 
people,  who  engaged  to  prefer  the  candidate  mod 
acceptable  to  his  majefty 117 ;    his  fucceffors  anti- 
cipated or  prevented  their  choice :  they  bellowed 
the  Roman  benefice,    like  the  bifhoprics  of  Co- 
logne or  Bamberg,  on  their  chancellors   or  pre- 
ceptors; and  whatever  might  be  the  merit  of  a 
Frank  or  Saxon,  his  name  fufficiently  attefts  the 
interpofition  of  foreign  power.     Thefe  a&s  of  pre- 

182.),  and  Mofheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  345 — 347.)*  who  ac- 
curately remarks  the  forms  and  changes  or  the  election.  The  car- 
dinal b.fliops,  lb  highly  exalted  by  Peter  Damianus,  are  funk  to  a 
level  with  the  reft  of  the  ficred  college. 

^7  Firmiter  jurantes,  nunquam  fe  papam  elcGuros  aut  ordinat ti- 
ros, prceter  confenfum  ct  eleclionem  Othoni*  et  filii  fui(Liutprand, 
1.  v.  c.  6.  p.  47*0-  This  important  concetfion  may  either  fupply 
or  confirm  the  decree  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Rome,  fo  fiercely 
rejected  by  Faroivu  ,  Pagi,  and  Muratori  (A.  D.  964),  and  fo  well 
defended  and  explained  by  St.  Marc  (Abrege,  torn.  ii.  p.  Sol— S 16. 
torn.  iv.  p.  1 167— 1185.)-  Confult  that  hiftorical  critic,  and  the 
Anaals  of  Muratori,  for  the  election  and  confirmation  of  each  pope. 

rogative 
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Togative  were  moft  fpecioufly  excufed  by  the  vices  c  **  ^  *• 
of  a  popular  ele&ion.  The  competitor  who  had 
been  excluded  by  the  cardinals,  appealed  to  the 
paffions  or  avarice  of  the  multitude :  the  Vatican 
and  the  Lateran  were  ftained  with  blood  ;  and  the 
moft  powerful  fenators,  the  marquiffes  of  Tufcany 
and  the  counts  of  Tufculum,  held  the  apoftolic  fee 
•  in  a  long  and  difgracefui  fervitude.  The  Roman  Difordert, 
pontiffs,  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  weret 
infulted,  imprifoned,  and  murdered,  by  their 
tyrants;  and  fuch  was  their  indigence  after  the  lofs 
and  ufurpation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  patrimonies, 
that  they  could  neither  fupport  the  ftate  of  a  prince, 
nor  exercife  the  charity  of  a  prieft118.  The  in* 
fluence  of  two  filter  proftitutes,  Marozia,  and 
Theodora,  was  founded  on  their  wealth  and  beauty, 
their  political  and  amorous  intrigues :  the  moft 
ftrenuous  of  their  lovers  were  rewarded  with  v 
the  Roman  mitre,  and  their  reign ia9  may 
have    fuggefted     to     the    darker    ages iS*    the 

fable 

«"*  The  oppreflion  and  vices  of  the  Roman  church  in  the  xtk  cen- 
tury arc  ftrongly  painted  in  the  hiftory  and  legation  of  Liutprand 
(fee  p.  44*>*  450.  471-"-476-  479*  &C-) ;  and  it  is  whimfical  enough 
to  obferve  Muratori  tempering  the  invectives  of  Baroniu>  againft 
the  popes.  But  thefc  popes  had  been  choien,  not  by  the  cardinal", 
but  by  lay- patrons. 

*■»  The  time  of  pope  Joan  (papsffa  Joanna)  is  placed  fomewhat 
earlier  than  Theodora  or  Marozia ;  and  the  two  years  of  her  ima- 
ginary reign  are  forcibly  tnferted  between  Leo  IV.  and  Benedict  III. 
But  thecontemp  rary  Anaftafius  indiflblubly  links  the  death  of  Leo 
2fid  the  elevation  of  Benedict  (il)ico,  mox,  p.  247.) :  and  the  accurate 
chronology  of  Pagi,  Muratori,  and  Leibnitz,  faxes  both  events  to 
the  year  857. 

1  *°  The  advocates  for  pope  Joan  produce  one  hundred  and  fifty 
^ritneifes,  or  rather  echoes,  of  the  xiv«\  Xv»,  and  xvit*  centuries. 
T  hey  bear  teftimony  againft  themselves  and  the  Je^tnd,  by  muiti- 

O  3  plying 
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C^hap.  fable151  of  a  female  pope  ,3\  The  baftard  fon,  the 
grandfon  and  the  great  grandfon  of  Marozia,  a  rare 
genealogy,  were  feated  in  the  chair  of  St.  Peter,  and 
it  was  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  that  the  fecond  of 
thefe  became  the  head  of  the  Latin  church.  His 
youth  and  manhood  were  of  a  fuitable  complexion ; 
and  the  nations  of  pilgrims  could  bear  teftimony  to 
the  charges  that  were  urged  againft  him  in  a  Roman 
fyiiod,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Otho  the  great.  As 
John  XII.  had  renounced  the  drefs  and  decencies 
of  his  profeflion,  the  foldier  may  not  perhaps  be 
(tiflionoured  by  the  wine  which  he  drank,  the  blood 
that  he  fpilt,  the  flames  that  he  kindled,  or  the 
licentious  purfuits  of  gaming  and  hunting.  His 
open  fimony  might  be  the  conlequence  of  diftrefs : 

plying  the  proof  that  fo  curious  a  ftory  muji  have  been  repeated  by 
writtrs  of  every  defcription  to  whom  it  was  fcnown.  On  thofcof 
the  ixth  and  xlh  centuries,  the  recent  event  would  have  flafhed  with 
a  double  force.  Would  Phot:ii!5  have  fpared  fuch  a  reproach  ?  Could 
Liutprand  have  mi  (Ted  fuch  fcandal?  It  is  fcarcely  worth  while 
to  difcufs  the  various  readings  of  Martinus  Polonus,  Sigcbert  of 
Gembloiirs,  or  even  Marianus  Scotus ;  but  a  rooft  palpable  forgery 
is  the  paflagc  of  pope  Joan,  which  has  been  foifted  "into  fome  MSS. 
and  editions  01  the  Roman  Anaftafius* 

•i"  Asfafi,  it  deferves  that  name  $  but  I  would  not  pronounce  it 
incredible.  Suppofe  a  famous  French  chevalier  of  our  own  times  to 
have  been  born  in  Italy,  and  educated  in  the  church,  inftead  of  the 
army:  her  merit  or  fortune  might  have  raifed  her  to  St.  Peters 
chair;  her  amours  would  have  been  natural  j  her  delivery  in  the 
ftreits  unlucky,  but  not  improbable. 

«J*  Till  the  leformation,  the  tale  was  repeated  and  believed  with- 
out offence  ;  and  Joan's  female  ftatue  long  occupied  her  place  among 
the  popes  in  the  cathedral  of  Sienna  (Pagi,  Cntica,  torn.  iii.  p.  624 
•—626.}.  She  has  been  annihilated  by  two  learned  proteftants, 
Blondel  and  Bayle  (Diclionairc  Critique,  Papesse,  Polonus, 
JJlondel)  j  but  their  brethren  were  fcandalifcd  by  this  equitable 
and  generous  criticifm.  Spanheim  and  Lenfant  attempt  to  fave  this 
poor  engine  of  controverfy;  and  even  Moiheim.  condefcends  to 
chcrifh  fome  doubt  and  fufpicion  (p.  289.)* 

and 
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and  his   blafphemous  invocation  of  Jupiter    and  c2JfJ** 
Venus,  if  it  be  true*  could  not  poflibly  be  ferious.   t      ^  'j 
But  we  read  with  fome  furprife,  that  the  worthy 
grandfon  of  Marozia  lived  in  public  adultery  with 
the  matrons  of  Rome ;  that  the  Lateran  palace  was 
turned  into  a  fchool  for  proftitution,  and  that  his 
rapes  of  virgins  and  widows  had  deterred  the  fe 
male  pilgrims  from  vifiting  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter, 
left,  in  the  devout  ad,  they  fhould  be  violated  by 
his  fucceffor  ,33.     The  proteftants  have  dwelt  with 
malicious  pleafure  on  thefe  chara&ers  of  anti-chrift ; 
but  to  a  philofophic  eye,  the  vices  of  the  clergy 
are  far  lefs  dangerous  than  their  virtues.     After  a  Reforma. 
long  feries  of  fcandal,  the  ^poftolic  fee  was  reform-  ciaUnsof 
ed  and  exalted  by  the  aufterity  and  zeal  of  Gre-  thechurch, 
gory  VII.     That  ambitious  monk  devoted  his  life   1073,  &c 
to  the  execution  of  two  proje&s.     I.  To  fix  in  the 
college  of  cardinals  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  election,  and  for  ever  to  abolifh  the  right  or 
ufurpation  of  the  emperors  and  the  Roman  people. 
II.  To  beftow  and  refume  the  Weftern  empire  as 
a  fief  or  benefice134  of  the  church,  and  to  extend 

133  Lateranenfe  palatium  ....  proftibulum   merctricum 

Teftis  omnium  gentium,  praterquam  Romanorum,  abfcntia  mil- 
liernm,  qucr  fanctorum  apoftolorum  limina  orandi  gratia  timent 
vifere,  cum  nonnullas  ante  dies  paucos,  hunc  andierint  conjugatas 
vidnas,  virginesvi  oppreflifle  (Liutprand,  Hift.  1.  vi.  c.  6.  p  471. 
Sec  the  whole  affair  of  John  XII.  p.  471—476.). 

xu  A  new  example  of  the  mifchief  of  equivocation  is  the  beneficium 
(Ducaugc,  torn.  i.  p.  617,  &c.)  which  the  pope  conferred  on  the 
emperor  Frederic  I.  fince  the  Latin  word  may  fignify  either  a  legal 
fief,  or  a  fimple  favour,  an  obligation  (we  want  the  word  bienfait). 
See  Schmidt,  Hift.  dea  Allemands,  torn.  iii.  p.  393—408.  Pfefiel, 
Abrege  Chronologique,  torn.  i.  p.  M9.  %y6. 317.  314.  420. 430.  500. 
505.  509,  &c). 

O4  his 
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CXLrx.Pt  k*8  tenftpond  dominion  over  the  kings  and  king- 
doms of  the  earth.  After  a  conteft  of  fifty  years, 
the  firft  of  thefe  defigns  was  acc6mplifhed  by  the 
firm  fupport  of  the  ecclefiaftical  order,  whofe  li- 
berty was  conne&ed  with  that  of  their  chief.  But 
the  fecond  attempt,  though  it  was  crowned  with 
fome  partial  and  apparent  fuccefs,  has  been  vigor- 
oufty  refitted  by  the  fecular  power,  and  finally  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  the  improvement  of  human  reafon. 
Authority  in  the  revival  of  the  empire  of  Rome,  neither 
perors  in  the  bifhop  nor  the  people  could  beftow  on  Charle- 
Kome.  niagne  or  Otho,  the  provinces  which  were  loft,  as 
they  had  been  won,  by  the  chance  of  arms.  But 
the  Romans  were  free  to  chufe  a  matter  for  them- 
felves $  and  the  powers  which  had  been  delegated 
to  the  patrician,  were  irrevocably  granted  to  the 
French  and  Saxon  emperors  of  the  Weft.  The 
broken  records  of  the  times'35  preferve  fome  re* 
membrance  of  their  palace,  their  mint,  their  tri- 
bunal, their  edi&s,  and  the  fword  of  juftice, 
which,  as  late  as  the  thirteenth  century,  was  de- 
rived from  Caefar  to  the  prasfeft  of  the  city135. 
Between  the  arts  of  the  popes  and  the  violence  of 
the  people,  this  fupremacy  was  crufhed  and  anni- 
hilated. Content  with  the  titles  of  emperor  and 
Auguftus,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Charlemagne  negle&ed 
to  affert  this  local  jurif^i&ion.      In  the  hour  of 

,JS  For  the  hiftory  of  the  emperors  in  Rome  and  Italy,  fee  Sigo» 
nuie,  de  Regno  Italia ;  Opp.  torn.  ii.  with  the  Notes  of  Saxius,  and 
the  Annals  of  Murntori,  who  might  refer  more  diftin&ly  to  the 
authors  of  hk  great  collection. 

«J*  See  the  Diflertation  of  Lc  Blanc  at  the  end  of  his  Treatifc  dc« 
Monnoyes  de  France,  in  which  he  produces  fome  Roman  coins  of 
the  French  emperors. 

profperity, 
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profperity,  their  ambition  was  diverted  by  more  chap. 
alluring  objefts ;  and  ill  the  decay  and  divifion  of  v**-v^> 
the  empire,   they  were  opprefled  by  the  defence 
of  their  hereditary  provinces.     Amidft  the  ruins  of  Revolt  of 
Italy,  the  famous  Marozia  invited  one  of  the  ufurp-  4l pnc' 
ers  to  afiume  the  character  of  her  third  hufband  j 
and  Hugh,  king  of  Burgundy,  was  introduced  by 
her  fa&ion  into  the  mole  of  Hadrian  or  caftle  of  St. 
Angela,  which  commands  the  principal  bridge  and 
entrance  of  Rome.     Her  fon  by  the  firft  marriage, 
Alberic,  was  compelled  to  attend  at  the  nuptial 
banquet ;  but  his  relu&ant  and  ungrateful  fervice 
was  chafrifed  with  a  blow  by  his  new  father.     The 
blow  was  productive  of  a  revolution.     "  Romans,** 
exclaimed  the  youth,  *<  once  you  were  the  maftera 
**  of  the  world,   and  thefe  Burgundians  the  moft 
u  abjeft  of  your  flaves.     They  now  reign,  thefe 
**  voracious  and  brutal  favages,  and  my  injury  i& 
**  the  commencement  of  your  fervitude ,3\"     The 
alarum-bell  rung  to  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city;    the  Burgundians  retreated  with  hafte  and 
fhame j    Marozia  was  imprifbned  by  her  victorious. 
fon  j  and  his  brotfret,  pope  John  XI.  was  reducecT 
to  the  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  functions.     With  the 
title  of  prince,  Alberic   poffefied   above   twenty 
years  the  government  of  Rome,  and  he  is  laid  to 
have  gratified  the  popular  prejudice,  by  reftoring 

■  *7  Romanorurn  aliquando  fervi,  fciticet  Burgundiones,  Romanis 
Jmperent  ?  < . .  Roroanx  urbis  dignitas  ad  tantam  eft  ftuJtitiam  ducra, 
Ufc-meretricumetiam  imperii)  pareat? (Liutprand,  1.  iii.  c.  i*.  p.  450.). 
Sigoitius  (1*  vi.  p.  400.)  pefttively  affirms  the  renovation  of  the  con* 
folihip ;  but  in  the  old  writers  Albericus.  is  more  frequently  ftyJed 
princeps  Romanoruak 

thc^ 
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chap,  the  office,  or  at  leaft  the  title,  of  confuls  and  tri- 
'  '  bunes.  His  fon  and  heir  O&avian  affumed,  with 
the  pontificate,  the  name  of  John  XII. ;  like  his 
predeceffor,  he  was  provoked  by  the  Lombard 
princes  to  feek  a  deliverer  for  the  church  and  re- 
public ;  and  the  fervices  of  Otho  were  rewarded 
with  the  Imperial  dignity.  But  the  Saxon  was 
imperious,  the  Romans  were  impatient,  the  fef- 
tival  of  the  coronation  was  difturbed  by  the  fecret 
conflict  of  prerogative  and  freedom,  and  Otho 
commanded  his  fword-bearer  not  to  ftir  from  his 
perfon,  left  he  fhould  be  affaulted  and  murdered 
of  pope  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  u8.  Before  he  repafled  the 
A°.  i).  967.  Alps,  the  emperor  chaftifed  the  revolt  of  the  people 
and  the  ingratitude  of  John  XII.  The  pope  was 
degraded  in  a  fynod ;  the  praefeft  was  mounted 
on  an  afs,  whipped  through  the  city,  and  caft  into 
a  dungeon ;  thirteen  of  the  moft  guilty  were  hang- 
ed, others 'were  mutilated  or  banifhed ;  and  this 
fevere  procefs  was .  juftified  by  the  ancient  laws  of 
The&dofius  and  Juftinian.  The  voice  of  fame  has 
accufed  the  fecond  Otho  of  a  perfidious  and  bloody 
aS,  the  maffacre  of  the  fenators,  whom  he  had 
invited  to  his  table  under  the  fair  femblance  of  hof- 
pitality  and  friendfliip  ,39.  In  the  minority  of  his 
fon  Otho  the  third,  Rome  made  a  bold  attempt 
to   fhake  off  the    Saxon  yoke,    and  the  conful 

*J8  Ditmar,  p.  354.  apud  Schmidt,  torn.  iii.  p.  439. 

*?9  This  bloody  feaft  is  defcribed  in  Leonine  verfc,  in  thcPantheon 
of  Godfrey  of  Viterbo  (Script.  Ital.  torn.  vii.  p.  436, 437),  who  flou- 
ri fried  towards  the  end  of  the  xiifh  century  (Fabricius,  Bibliot. 
Latin,  med.  et  infimi  iEvi,  torn.  iii.  p.  69,  edit.  Manfi) ;  but  his  evi- 
dence, which  impofed  on  Sigonius,  is  reasonably  fufpected  by 
Muratori  (Annali, torn.  viii.  p.  177). 

Crefcen- 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  203 

Cfefcentius  was  the  Brutus  of  the  republic.  From  c  **  £*• 
the  condition  of  a  fubjedt  and  an  exile,  he  twice  ^*-v^w 
rofe  to  the  command  of  the  city,  oppreffed,  ex-  J?[ £££n" 
pelled,  and  created  the  popes,  and  formed  a  con-  centius, 
fpiracy  for  reftoring  the  authority  of  the  Greek  '  ' "  ' 
emperors.  In  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Angelo,  he  main- 
tained in  obftinate  fiege,  till  the  unfortunate  con- 
ful  was  betrayed  by  a  promife  of  fafety:  his 
body  was  fufpended  on  a  gibbet,  and  his  head  was 
expofed  on  the  battlements  of  the  caftle.  By  a  re- 
verie of  fortune,  Otho,  after  feparating  his  trbops, 
was  befieged  three  days,  without  food,  in  his  pa- 
lace ;  and  a  difgraceful  efcape  faved  him  from  the 
juftice  or  fury  of  the  Romans.  The  fenator 
Ptolemy  was  the  leader  of  the  people,  an4  the 
widow  of  Crefcentius  enjoyed  the  pleafure  or  the 
fame  of  revenging  her  hulband,  by  a  poifon  which 
fhe  adminiftered  to  her  Imperial  lover.  It  was  the 
defign  of  Otho  the  third  to  abandon  the  ruder 
countries  of  the  north,  to  ere&  his  throne  in  Italy, 
and  to  revive  the  inftitutions  of  the  Rfcman  mo- 
narchy. But  his  fucceflbrs  only  once  in  their  lives 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  to  receive 
their  crown  in  the  Vatican  ,4°.  Their  abfence  was 
contemptible,  their  prefence  odious  and  formi- 
dable. They  defcended  from  the  Alps,  at  the  head 
of  their  Barbarians,  who  were  ftrangers  and  ene- 
mies to  the  country ;  and  their  transient  vilit  was 

w°  The  coronation  of  the  emperor,  and  fome  original  ceremonies 
of  tbe  xth  century  are  preferved  in  the  Panegyric  on  Berengarius 
(Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  405 — 414.)*  Hluftrated  by  the  Notes  of 
Hadrian  Valefius,  and  Leibnitz.  Sigonius  has  related  the  whole 
procels  of  the  Roman  expedition,  in  good  Latin,  but  with  fome 
errors  of  time  and  fad  (1.  vii.  p.  441—446.)* . 

a  fcene 
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G  \iaiF'  *  ^enc  °*  tumu't  am*  bloodlhed  ,4\  A  faint  re- 
w»»w  mcmbrance  of  their  anceftors  flill  tormented  the 
Romans ;  and  they  beheld  with  pious  indignation 
the  fucceffion  of  Saxons,  Franks,  Swabians,  and 
Bohemians,  who  ufurped  the  purple  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  Caefars* 
The  king-  There  is  nothing  perhaps  more  adverfe  to  nature 
Italy?  an<i  reafon  than  to  hold  in  obedience  remote 
A.D.  774.  countries  and  foreign  nations,  in  oppofition  to 
their  inclination  and  intereft.  A  torrent  of  Bar- 
barians may  pafs  over  the  earth,  but  an  extenfive 
empire  muft  be  fupported  by  a  refined  fyftem  of 
policy  and  oppreflion ;  in  the '  centre,  an  abfolute 
power,  prompt  in  a&ion,  and  rich  in  refources ;  a 
fwift  and  eafy  communication  with  the  extreme 
parts :  fortifications  to  check  the  firft  effort  of  re- 
bellion: a  regular  adminiftration  to  protefit  and 
punifh  ;  and  a  well-difciplined  army  to  infpire  fear, 
without  provoking  difcontent  and  defpair.  Far 
different  was  the  fituation  of  the  German  Csefars, 
who  were  ambitious  to  enflave  the  kingdom  of 
Italy.  Their  patrimonial  eftates  were  ftretched 
along  the  Rhine,  or  fcattered,  in  the  provinces  j 
but  this  ample  domain  was  alienated  by  the  im- 
prudence or  diftrefs  of  fucceffivc  princes  ;  and 
their  revenue,  from  minute  and  vexatious  prero* 
gative,  was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  houfehold.  Their  troops  were  formed  by 
the  legal  or  voluntary  fervice  of  their  feudal  vaf- 
fals,  who  patted  the  Alps  with  relu&ance,  affumed 

***  Fn  a  quarrel  at  the  coronation  of  Conrad  II.  Muratori  takes 
leave  to  obfcrvc — dovcano  ben  eflere  all  ore,  indiJciptinati,  Jtebari,. 
e  bejliali  i  Tcdcfchi.    Anna!  torn*  viii,  p.  36L 
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the  licence  of  rapine  and  diforder,  and  CapricL-  CJJA^. 
oufly  deferted  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 
Whole  armies  were  fwept  away  by  the  peftikntial 
influence  of  the  climate;  the  furvivors  brought 
back  the  bones  of  their  princes  and  nobles  M%  and 
the  effe&s  of  their  own  intemperance  were  often 
imputed  to  the  treachery  and  malice  of  the  Italians, 
who  rejoiced  at  leaft  in  the  calamities  of  the  Bar- 
barians. This  irregular  tyranny  might  contend 
on  equal  terms  with  the  petty  tyrants  of  Italy ;  nor 
can  the  people,  or  the  reader,  be  much  inte- 
refted  in  the  event  of  the  quarrel.  But  in  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries,  the  Lombards  re- 
kindled the  flame  of  induftry  and  freedom ;  and 
the  generous  example  was  at  length  imitated  by 
the  republics  of  Tufcany.  In  the  Italian  cities  a 
municipal  government  had  never  been  totally  abo- 
lifhed ;  and  their  firft  privileges  were  granted  by 
the  favour  and  policy  of  the  emperors,  who  were 
defirous  of  erefting  a  plebeian  barrier  againft  the 
independence  of  the  nobles.  But  their  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  the  daily  extenfion  of  their  power  and  pre- 
tenfions,  were  founded  on  the  numbers  and  fpirit 
of  thefe  rifing  communities  145.      Each  city  filled 

«**  After  boiling  away  the  bones.  The  caldrons  for  that  purpofe 
were  a  neceflary  piece  of  travelling  furniture  ;  and  a  German  who 
was  ufing  it  for  his  brother,  promifed  it  to  a  friend,  after  it  fhould 
hare  been  employed  for  himfelf  (Schmidt,  torn.  iii.  p.  4*3,  424). 
Tbe  fame  author  obferves  that  the  whole  Saxon  line  was  extin- 
guifhed  in  Italy  (torn.  ii.  p.  440.) . 

*«  Otho  bifhop  of  Frifmgen  has  left  an  important  paflage  on  the 
Italian  cities  (1.  ii.  c  13.  in  Script.  Itai.  torn.  vi.  p.  707—710);  and 
the  rife,  progrefs,  and  government,  of  thefe  republics  are  perfectly 
iNuftrated  by  Muratori  (Antiquitat.  ItaL  Medii  2Evi,  tom.ir.  diflert. 
jdw-«liLp.  1— $75.  AnnaL  torn,  via,  ix,  x.). 

the 
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c  H  A  P.  the  meafure  of  her  diocefe  or  diflrift :  the  iurifdk- 
tion  of  the  counts  and  bifhops,  of  the  marquiffea 
and  counts,  was  baniihed  from  the  land :  and 
the  proudeft  nobles  were  perfuaded  or  compelled 
to  defert  their  folitary  caftles,  and  tp  embrace  the 
more  honourable  chara&er  of  freemen  and  magis- 
trates. The  legiflative  authority  was  inherent  in 
the  general  affcmbly ;  but  the  executive  powers 
were  entrufted  to  three  confuls,  annually  chofen 
from  the  three  orders  of  captains,  valvajfors  I4% 
and  commons,  into  which  the  republic  was  di- 
vided. Under  the  prote&ion  of  equal  law,  the 
labours  of  agriculture  and  commerce  were  gradu- 
ally revived ;  but  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Lom- 
bards was  nourifhed  by  the  prefence  of  danger ; 
and  as  often  as  the  bell  was  rung,  or  the  ftandard  ,4* 
erefted,  the  gates  of  the  city  poured  forth  a  nu- 
merous and  intrepid  band,  whofe  zeal  in  their 
own  caufe  was  foon  guided  by  the  ufe  and  difcipline 
of  arms.  .  At  the  foot  of  thefe  popular  ramparts, 
the  pride  of  the  Csefars  was  overthrown ;  and  the 
invincible  genius  of  liberty  prevailed  over  the  two 
Frederics,  the  greateft  princes  of  the  middle  age : 
the  firft,  fuperior  perhaps  in  military  prowefs ;  the 
fecond,  who  undoubtedly  excelled  in  the  fofter  ac- 
complifhments  of  peace  and  learning. 

f44  For  thefe  titles,  fee  Sclden  ( I  itles  of  Honour,  vol.  iii.  part  i. 
p.  488.),  Ducange  (GloiT.  Latin,  torn,  ii-  p.  140.  torn.  vi.  p.  776.) 
and  St  Mart  (Abregc  Chronologique,  torn,  ii.  p  719.). 

>«  The  Lombards  invented  and  ufed  the  carotiwn,  a  ftandard 
planted  on  a  car  or  waggon,  drawn  by  a  team  of  oxen  (Ducange, 
torn.  ii.  p.  194—195.  Muratori,  Antiquitat.  torn.  ii.  d:IT.  xxxvL 
p.  489—4930- 

I  Ambi- 
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Ambitious  of  reftoring  the  fplendour  of  the  chap. 
purple,  Frederic  the  firft  invaded  the  republics  of  k^^~**j 
Lombardy,  with  the  arts  of  a  ftatefman,  the  valour  Frederic 
of  a  foldier,  and  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant.  The  AJD^ija 
recent  difcovery  of  the  pande&s  had  renewed  a  — ™9°- 
fcience  meft  favourable  to  defpotifm ;  and  his  venal 
advocates  proclaimed  the  emperor  the  abfolute 
mafter  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  fubjects. 
His  royal  prerogatives,  in  a  lefs  odious  fenfe,  were 
acknowledged  in  the  diet  of  Roncaglia ;  and  the 
revenue  of  Italy  was  fixed  at  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
of  filver  \4%  which  were  multiplied  to  an  indefinite 
demand,  by  the  rapine  of  the  fifcal  officers.  The 
obftinate  cities  were  reduced  by  the  terror  or  the 
force  of  his  arms  ;  his  captives  were  delivered  to 
the  executioner,  or  (hot  from  his  military  engines  ; 
and,  after  the  fiege  and  furrender  of  Milan,  the 
buildings  of  that  (lately  capital  were  razed  to  the 
ground,  three  hundred  hoftages  were  feht  into  Ger- 
many, and  the  inhabitants  were  difperfed  in  four 
villages,  under  the  yolce  of  the  inflexible  con- 
queror147. But  Milan  foon  rofe  from  her  afhes; 
and  the  league  of  Lombardy  was  cemented  by 
diftrefs  ;  their  caufe  was  efpoufed  by  Venice,  pope 
Alexander  the  third,  and  the  Greek  emperor :  the 
fabric  of  oppreffion  was  overturned  in  a  day ;  and 
in.  the  treaty   of  Conftance,  Frederic  fubfcribed, 

■4*  GuntherLigurinus,  1.  viii.  584.  etfeq  apud  Schmidt,  torn.  iii. 

P-  399- 

147  Solus  imperator  faciem  fuam  firmavit  ut  pctram  (Burcard.  de 
Ex:idio  Mediolani,  Script.  Ital.  torn.  vi.p.  9i70«  This  volume  of 
Muratori  contains  the  originals  of  the  hiftory  of  Frederic  the  firft, 
which  muft  be  compared  with  due  regard  to  the  circumftances  and 
prejudices  of  each  German  or  Lombard  writer. 

with 


set  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

Cx?ix?'  ***  kme  reservations,  the  freedom  of  four-and- 
v_^v-*->  twenty  cities.     His  grandfon  contended  with  their 
thefccond  v*gour  an(*  maturity ;  but  Frederic  the  fecond  *4* 
A.D.1198  was  endowed  with  fome  perfonal  and  peculiar  ad- 
"~xai°*       vantages.     His  birth  and  education  recommended 
him  to  the  Italians ;  and  in  the  implacable  difcord 
t>f  the  two  fa&ions,  the  Ghibelins  were  attached 
to  the  emperor,  while  the  Guelfs  difplayed  the 
banner  of  liberty  and  the  church.     The  court  of 
Rome  had  Cumbered,  when  his  father  Henry  the 
fixth  was  permitted  to  unite  with  the  empire  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily ;    and  from  thefe 
hereditary  realms,  the  fon  derived  an  ample  and 
ready  fupply  of  troops  and  treafure.     Yet  Frederic 
the  fecond  was  finally  oppreffed  by  the  arms  of  the 
Lombards  and  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican ;  his 
kingdom  was  given  to  a  ftranger,  and  the  laft  of 
his  family  was  beheaded  at  Naples  on  a  ^public 
fcaffold.    During  fixty  years,  no  emperor  appeared 
in  Italy,  and  the  name  was  remembered  only  by 
the  ignominious  fale  of  the  laft  relics  of  fove- 
reignty. 
Indepcnd-       The  Barbarian  conquerors  of  the  Weft  were 
princes  of   pleafed  to  decorate  their  chief  with  the  title  of  em- 
ajSIYIV    P^ror;  but  it  was  not  their  defign  to  invert  him 
— ia5©,&c  ^k  t^e  defpotifm  0f  Conftantine  and  Juftinian. 
The  perfons  of  the  Germans  were  free,  their  con- 
quefts  were  their  own,  and  their  national  chara&er 
was  animated  by  a  fpirit  which  fcorned  the  fervile 
jurifprudence  of  the  new  or  the  ancient  Rome.    It 

■4t  For  the  hiftory  gf  Frederic  H  and  the  houfe  of  Swabja  at 
Naples,  fee  Gianvonc,  lftoria  Civile,  torn.  &  I  xiv-oix. 

would 


OP  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  fo» 

would  hate  been  a  vain  and  dangerous  attempt  to   C  h  a  p. 

impofe  a  monarch  on  the  armed  freemen,  who  were 
impatient  of  a  magiftrate ;  on  the  bold,  who  re* 
fufed  to  obey;  on  the  powerful,  who  afpired  to 
command.     The  empire  of  Charlemagne  and  Otho 
was  diftributed  among  the  dukes  of  the  nations  or 
provinces,  the  counts  of  the  finaller  diftri&s,  and 
the  margraves  of  the^marches  or  frontiers,  who  all 
united  the  civil  and  military  authority  as  it  had 
been  delegated  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  firft  Caefars. 
The  Roman  governors,  who,  for  the  mod  part, 
were  foldiers  of  fortune,  feduced  their  mercenary 
legions,  affumed.  the   Imperial  purple,  and  either 
failed  or  fucceeded  in  their  revolt,  without  wound- 
ing the  power  and  unity  of  government.  '  If  the 
dukes,  margraves,  and  counts  of  Germany,  were 
lefs  audacious  in  their  claims,  the  confequences  of 
their  fuccefs  were  more  lading  and  pernicious  to 
the  ftate.     Inftead  of  aiming  at  the  fupreme  rank, 
they  filently  laboured  to  eftabliflk  and  appropriate 
their  provincial   independence.     Their    ambition 
was  feebnded  by  the  weight  of  their  eftates  and 
vaflals,   their  mutual   example  and  fupport,   the 
common  intereft  of  the  fubordinate  nobility,  the 
change  of  princes  and  families,  the  minorities  of 
Otho  the  third  and  Henry  the  fourth,  the  ambitioxi 
of  the  popes,  and  the  vain  purfuits  of  the  fugitive 
crowns  of  Italy  and  Rome.     All  the  attributes  of 
regal  and   territorial  jurifdi&ion  were   gradually 
nfurped  by  the  commanders  of  the  provinces  j  the 
right  of  peace  and  war,  of  life  and  death,  of  coin- 
age and  taxation,  of  foreign  alliance  and  domefti*' 
(Economy,   Whatever  had  been  feiaed  by  violence; 
VoulX,  P  waa 
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C  *ii5rF*  was  ratified  by  favour  or  diftrefs,  was  granted  a$ 
i  -w-  *  the  price  of  a  doubtful  vote,  or  a  voluntary  fervice  % 
whatever  had  been  granted  to  one,  could  not,  with- 
out injury,  be  denied  to  his  fucceffor  or  equal ; 
and  every  ad  of  local  or  temporary  pofleffion  was 
infenfibly  moulded  into  the  conftitution  of  the  Ger- 
manic kingdom.  In  every  province,  the  vifible 
prefence  of  the  duke  or  count  was  interpofed  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  nobles ;  the  fubje&s  of 
the  law  became  the  vaffals  of  a  private  chief  j  and 
the  ftandard,  which  he  received  from  his  fovereign, 
was  often  niifed  againft  him  in  the  field.  The 
temporal  power  of  the  clergy  was  cheriihed  and 
exalted  by  the  fuperftition  or  policy  of  the  Carlc- 
vingian  -and  Saxon  dynaflies,  who  blindly  depend- 
ed on  their  moderation  and  fidelity ;  and  the 
biihoprics  of  Germany  were  made  equal  in  extent 
and  privilege,  fuperior  in  wealth  and  population, 
.  to  the  moft  ample  ftates  of  the  military  order.  As 
long  as  the  emperors  retained  the  prerogative  of 
bellowing  on  every  vacancy  thefe  ecclefiaftic  and 
fecular  benefices,  their  caufe  was  maintained  by  the 
gratitude  or  ambition  of  their  friends  and  favourites. 
But  in  the  quarrel  of  the  inveftitures,  they  were  de- 
prived of  their  influence  over  the  epifcopal  chapters ; 
the  freedom  of  ele&ion  was  reftored,  and  the  fove- 
reign was  reduced,  by  a  folemn  mockery,  to  his  jfr/? 
prayers  >  the  recommendation,  once  in  his  reign,  to  a 
fingle  prebend  in  each  church.  Thefeculargovernors, 
inftead  of  being  recalled  at  the  will  of  a  fuperio^ 
could  be  degraded  pnly  by  the  fentence  of  their  peers* 
In  the  firft  age  of  the  monarchy,  the  appointment  of 
the  f©n  to  the  dutchy  or  county  of  his  father,  was 
'  foliw 
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CHAP. 
XLIX. 


folicitcd  as  a  favour ;  it  was  gradually  obtained  as 
a  cuftom,  and  extorted  as  a  right :  the  lineal  fuc- 
teflion  was  often  extended  to  the  collateral  or  fe- 
male branches  ;  the  ftates  of  the  empire  (their  po- 
pular, and  at  length  their  legal,  kppeflation)  were 
divided  and  alienated  by  teftament  and  fale ;  and 
iall  idfea  of  a  public  truft  was  loft  in  that  of  a  private 
and  perpetual  inheritance.  The  emperor  could 
not  even  be  enriched  by  the  cafualties  of  forfeiture 
and  extinction :  within  the  term  of  a  year,  he  was 
obliged  to  difpofe  of  the  vacant  fief,  and  in  the 
choice  of  the  candidate,  it  was  his  duty  to  con- 
fult  either  the  general  or  the  provincial  diet. 

After  the  death  of  Frederic  the  fecond,   Ger-    The  Ger 
"many  was  left  a  monfter  with  an  hundred  heads,    confiitu- 
A  crowd  of  princes  and  prelates  difputed  the  ruins    t!™*  D# 
bf  the  empire:  the  lords  of  innumerable  caftles  were       lli°* 
lefs  prone  to  obey,  than  to  imitate,  their  fuperiors  t 
and  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  ftrength; 
their  inceffant  hoftilities  received  the  names  of  con- 
queft  or  robbery.     Such  anarchy  was  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  the  laws  and  manners  of  Europe ; 
and  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Italy  were  fhivered 
into  fragments  by  the  violence  of  the  fame  tempeft. 
But  the  Italian  cities  and  the  French  vafials  were 
divided  and  deflroyed,  while  the  union  of  the  Ger- 
mans has  produced,  under  the  name  of  an  empire, 
a  great  fyftem  of  a  federative  republic.     In  the 
frequent  and   at   laft  the  perpetual  inftitution  of 
diets,    a  national  fpirit  was  kept  alive,    and  the 
powers  of  a  common  legiflature  are  ftill  exercifed 
by  the  three  branches  or  colleges  of  the  ele&ors, 
the  princes,   and  the  free  and  Imperial  cities  of 
P  a  Germany. 
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C^AP.  Germany.  I.  Seven  of  the  moft  powerful  feuda- 
tories were  permitted  to  affume,  with  a  diftinguifli- 
ed  name  and  rank,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  chufing 
the  Roman  emperor ;  and  thefe  ele&ors  were  the 
king  of  Bohemia,  the  duke  of  Saxony,  the  mar- 
grave  of  Brandenburgh,  the  count  palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  and  the  three  archbifhops  of  Mentz,  of 
Treves,  and  of  Cologne.  II.  The  college  of 
princes  and  prelates  purged  thcmfelves  of  a  pro- 
mifcuous  multitude :  they  reduced  to  four  repre- 
fentative  votes,  the  long  feries  of  independent 
counts,  and  excluded  the  nobles  or  equeflrian 
order,  fixty  thoufand  of  whom,  as  in  the  Polifh 
diets,  had  appeared  on  horfeback  in  the  field  of 
elc&ion.  III.  The  pride  of  birth  and  dominion, 
of  the  fword  and  the  mitre,  wifely  adopted  the  con- 
mons  as  the  third  branch  of  the  legiflature,  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  they  were  introduced 
about  the  fame  sera  into  the  national  affemblies  of 
France,  England,  and  Germany.  The  Hanfeatic 
league  commanded  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
north  :  the  confederates  of  the  Rhine  fecured  the 
peace  and  iutercourfe  of  the  inland  country  :  the 
influence  of  the  cities  has  been  adequate  to  their 
wealth  and  policy,  and  their  negative  ftill  invalidates 
the  afts  of  the  two  fuperior  colleges  of  ele&ors  and 


princes ,49. 


It 


»49  In  the  immenfe  labyrinth  of  the  jus  publicum  of  Germany,  1 
muft  either  quote  one  writer  or  a  thoitfand ;  and  I  had  rather  truft 
to  one  faithful  guide,  than  transcribe,  on  credit,  a  multitude  of 
names  and  paflages.  That  guide  is  M.  Pfirffcl,  the  author  of  the 
bed  legal  and  conftitutional  hiftory  that  I  know  of  any  country 
(Nouvel  Abreg*  Chronologtque  de  1  Htftoire  et  du  Droit  PuhBc 
d'Allemagne,  Paris,  z  776,  i.yqIs.  in  4t0).  His  learning  and  judgment 

have 
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It  is  in  the  fourteenth  century,  that  we  may  view   chap. 
ia  the  ftrongeft  light  the  ftate  and  contraft  of  the    i,^,^ 
Roman  empire  of  Germany,  which  no  longer  held,   Weaknefs 
except  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube,  a  \y  of  the 
fingle  province  of  Trajan  or  Conftantine.    Their  ^™" 
unworthy  fucceffors  were  the  counts  of  Hapfburgh,  Charles 
of  Naffau,  of  Liixemburgh,  and  of  Schwartzen-   1347-^. 
burgh :  the  emperor  Henry  the  feventh  procured  X37** 
for  his  fon  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  and  his  grand- 
fon  Charles  the  fourth  was  born  among  a  people, 
Grange  and  barbarous   in  the  eftimation  of   the 
Germans    themfelves  ,5°.     After  the   excommuni- 
cation of  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  he  received  the  gift  or 
promife  of  the  vacant  empire  from  the  Roman 
pontiffs,  who,  in  the  exile  and  captivity  of  Avignon, 
affe&ed  the  dominion  of  the  earth.     The  death 
of  his  competitors  united  the  eleftoral  college,  and 
Charles  was  unanimpufly  faluted  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  future  emperor:  a  title  which  in  die 
fame  age  was  proftituted  to  the  Caefars  of  Germany 
and  Greece,    The  German  emperor  was  no  more 

have  difcerned  the  moft  interefting  facts ;  his  fimple  brevity  com- 
prifes  them  in  a  narrow  flpace;  his  chronological  order  diftributes 
them  under  the  proper  dates;  and  an  elaborate  index  collect*  them 
under  their  refpetlive  .heads.  To  this  work,  in  a  lefs  perfect  ftate. 
Dr.  Robertfon  was  gratefully  indebted  for  that  mafterly  (ketch 
which  traoes  even  the  modern  changes  of  the  German  c  body.  The 
Corpus  Hiftorifie  Germanics  of  Struviui  has  beep  likewifcconfulted, 
the  more  ufefully,  as  that  huge  compilation  is  fortified  in  every  page 
with  the  original  texts. 

»*>  Yet,  perfonally,  Chartes IV.  muft  not  be  confidcred  as  a  Bar-, 
barian.  After  his  education  at  Paris,  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  the 
Bohemian,  his  native,  idiom  j  and  the  emperor  converfed  and  wrote 
with  equal  facility  in  French,  Latin,  Italian,  and  German  (Struvius, 
p.  61  j,  6it.)«  Petrarch  always  refrefcnts  him  as  a  polite  and  learn- 
ed prince. 

p  j  than 
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chap,  than  the.  elective  and  impotent  magiftrate  of  aH 
^  * .  ariftocracy  of  princes,  who  had  not  leftihim  a  \iU 
lage  that  he  might  call  his  own.  His  beft  pren> 
,  gative  was  the  right  of  pjefiding  and  propofmg  in 
the  national  fenate,  which  was  convened  at  his 
fummons ;  and  his  native  kingdom  of  Bohemia, 
lefs  opulent  than  the  kdjacent  city  of  Nurem- 
bergh,  was  .the  firmeft  feat  of  his  power  and  the 
a.d.  richeft  fource  of  his  revenue.  The  army  with 
1355-  which  he  paffed  the  Alps,  confided  of  three  hun- 
dred horfe.  In  the  cathedral  of  St.  Ambrofe, 
Charles  was  crowned  with  the  iron  crown,  which 
tradition  afcribed  to  the  Lombard  monarchy ;  but 
he  was  admitted  only  with  a  peaceful  train ;  the 
gates  of  the  city  were  Ihut  upon  him  j  and  the  king 
of  Italy  was  held  a  captive  by  the  arms  of  the 
Vifconti,  whom  he  confirmed  in  the  fovereignty  of 
Milan.  In  the  Vatican  he  was  again  crowned  with 
the  golden  crown  of  the  empire ;  but,  in  obedience 
to  a  fecret  treaty,  the  Roman  emperor  immediately 
withdrew,  without  repofmg  a  fmgle  night  within 
the  walls  of  Rome.  The  eloquent  Petrarch  ,5% 
whofe  fancy  revived  the  yifionary  glories  of  the 
Capitol,  deplores  and  upbraids  the  ignominious 
flight  of  the  Bohemian ;  and  even  his  contempo- 
raries could  obferve,  that  the  fole  exercife  of  his 
authority  was  in  the  lucrative  fale  of  privileges  and 
titles.     The  gold  of  Italy  fecured  the  election  of  his 

T5»  Bcfidcs  the  German  and  Italian  hiftorians,  the  expedition  of 
Charles  IV.  is  painted  in  lively  and  01  iginal  colours  in  the  curious 
JWemoireft  fur  la  Vie  de  Pctrarque,  tom.iii.  p.  376—430,  by  the 
abbe  dc  Sade,  whofe  prolixity  has  never  been  blamed  by  any  reader 
pf  taflc  and  curiofity,    <* 

fon*} 
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fen ;  but  ftich  was  the  fhameful  poverty  of  the  Ro--  c^^.p' 
man  emperor,  that  his  perfon  was  arrefted  by  a    ^^v*^/ 
butcher  in  the  ftreets  of  Worms,  and  was  detained 
in  the  public  inn,  as  a  pledge  or  hoftage  for  the 
payment  of  his  expences. 

From  this  humiliating  fcene,  let  us  turn  to  the  His  oftea* 
apparent  majefty  of  the  fame  Charles  in  the  diets  a"x>. 
of  the  empire.  The  golden  bull,  which  fixes  the  -W* 
Germanic  conftitution,  is  promulgated  in  the  ftyle 
of  a  fovereign  and  legiftator.  An  hundred  princes 
bowed  before  his  throne,  and  exalted  their  own 
dignity  by  the  voluntary  honours  which  they 
yielded  to  their  chief  or  minifter.  At  the  royal 
banquet,  the  hereditary  great  officers,  tks  feven 
cle&ors,  who  in  rank  and  title  were  equal  to  kings, 
performed  their  folcmn  and  doraeftic  fervice  of 
the  palace.  The  feak  of  the  triple  kingdom  were 
borne  in  ftate  by  the  archbifhops  of  Mentz? 
Cologne,  and  Treves,  the  perpetual  arch-chancel- 
lors of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Aries.  The  great 
marfhal,  on  horfeback,  exercifed  his  fundtion  with 
a  filver  meafure  of  oats,  which  he  emptied  on  the 
ground,  and  immediately  difmounted  to  regulate 
the  order  of  the  guefts.  The  great  fteward,  the 
count  palatine  of  the  Rhine,  placed  the  difhes  on 
the  table.  The  great  chamberlain,  the  margrave 
of  Brandenburgh,  prefented,  after  the  repaft,  the 
golden  ewer  and  bafon,  to  wafh.  The  king  of 
Bohemia,  as  great  cup-bearer,  was  reprefented  by 
the  emperor's  brother,  the  duke  of  Luxemburgh 
and  Brabant ;  and  the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  the 
great  huntfinen,  who  introduced  a  boar  and  a  flag, 
?4  *  ■•    ..  with 
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chap.  ?mh  a  loud  chorus  of  horns  and  hounds  **V  Nor 
y_^  '^  was  the  fupreraacy  of  the  emperor  confined  to 
Germany  alone :  the  hereditary  monarch*  of  Eu- 
rope confefled  the  pre-eminence  of  his  rank  and 
dignity :  he  was  the  firft  of  the  Chriitiaa  princes, 
the  temporal  head  of  the  great  republic  of  die 
Weft  '":  to  his  perfon  the  title  of  znajefty  was  long 
appropriated ;  and  he  disputed  with  the  pope  the 
fublime  prerogative  of  creating  kings  and  affembling 
councils.  The  oracle  of  the  civil  law*  the  learned 
Bartolus,  was  a  penfioner  of  Charles  the  fourth ; 
and  his  fchool  refounded  with  the  doctrine,  that 
the  Roman  emperor  was  the  rightful  fovereign  of 
the  earth,  from  the  rifing  to  the  fetring  fun.  The 
contrary  opinion  was  condemned,  not  as  an  errort 
but  as  an  herefy,  fince  even  the  gofpel  had  pro* 
nounced,  "  And  there  went  forth  a  decree  from 
"  Caefar  Auguftus,  that  all  the  world  ihould  be 
«  taxed  I5V 
Contraft  if  we  aimihilate  the  interval  of  time  and  fpac? 
power  and  between  Auguflus  and  Charles,  ftrong  and  finking 
Auguftu8°f  wiU  be  Ae  contraft  between  the  two  Caefars ;  the 
Bohemian,  who  concealed  his  weaknefc  under  the 
maik  of  oftentation,  and  the  Roman,  who  difguifed 
his  ftrength  under  the  femblance  of  modefty.  At 
the  head  of  his  vi&orious  legions,  in  his  reign  over 
the  fea  and  land,  from  the  Nile  and  Euphrates  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  Auguitus  profefled  himfelf  the 

'5*  See  the  whole  ceremony,  in  Struvms,  p.  629. 

Ts3  The  republic  of  Europe,  with  the  pope  an6J  emperor  at  its 
head,  was  never  reprefeoted  with  more  dignity  than  in  the  council 
of  Conftance.    See  Lcnfant's  Hiftory  of  that  afiembly. 

*i*  Gravina,  Origincs  Juris  C  iritis,  p.  ioS, 

fervant 
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fervant  of  the  ftate  and  the  equal  of  his  fellow-  chap. 
citizens.  The  conqueror  of  Rome  and  her  pro- 
vinces affumed  the  popular  and  legal  form  of  a 
cenfor,  a  conful,  and  a  tribune.  His  will  was 
the  law  of  mankind,  but  in  the  declaration  of  his 
laws  he  borrowed  the  voice  of  the  fenate  and  peo- 
ple? and*  from  their  decrees,  their  mailer  accepted 
and  renewed  his  temporary  comxniifion  to  admi- 
nifter  the  republic.  In  his  drefs,  his  domeftics  IS\ 
his  titles,  in  all  the  offices  of  fodal  life,  Auguftus 
maintained  the  character  of  a  private  Roman ;  and 
his  molt  artful  flatterers  refpe&ed  the  fecret  of  his 
abfolute  and  perpetual  monarchy. 

"u  Six  thoufand  urns  have  been  difcovered  of  the  flaves  and  freed- 
men  of  Auguftus  and  Li  via.  So  minute  was  the  divtlion  of  office, 
that  one  (lave  was  appointed  to  weigh  the  wool  which  was  (pun  by 
the  emprefc's  maids,  another  for  the  care  of  her  lap-dog,  &c.  (Ca- 
mcre  Sepolchrale,  &c.  by  Bianchini.  Extract  of  his  Work,  in  the 
BibBotbeque  Jtalique,  torn.  iv.  p.  175,  His  Eloge,  by  Fontenelle, 
torn,  vu  p.  $56.).  But  thefe  Servants  were  of  the  fame  rank,  and  pof. 
fibly  not  more  numerous  than  thofe  of  Pollio  or  Lentulua,  They 
pnly  prove  the  general  riches  of  the  city, 
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CHAR.   L. 

Dtfcription  of  Arabia  av.d  its  Inhabitants. — Biril\ 
Character^  and  DoElrhic  of  Mahomet. — He 
f  reaches  at  Mecca. — Flics  to  Medina. — Propa- 
gates his  Religion  by  ih:  Sword. — Voluntary  cr 
rchiftant  Submi/fion  of  the  Arabs.— His  Death  and 
Succeffbrs. — "The  Claims  and  Fortunes  of  AH  and 
his  Defcendants. 

After  purfuing  above  fix  hundred  years  the 
fleeting  Csefars  of  Constantinople  and  Ger- 
many, I  now  defcend,  in  the  reign  of  Heraclius, 
on  the  eaftern  borders  of  the  Greek  monarchy. 
While  the  ftate  was  exhayfted  by  the  Periian  war, 
and  the  church  was  diftra&ed  by  theNeftorian  and 
Monophyfite  fe&s,  Mahomet,  -with  the-ftyord  \n 
one  hand  and  the  koran  in  the  other,  ere&ed  his 
throne  on  the  ruins  of  Chrtftjanity  and  of  Rome. 
The  genius  of  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  manners 
of  his  nation,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  religion,  in- 
volve the  caufes  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
Eaftern  empire ;  and  our  eyes  are  curioufly  intent 
on  one  of  the  moft  memorable  revolutions  which 
have  imprefTed  a  new  and  lafting  character  oil  the 
nations  of  the  globe  \ 

'  As  in  this  and  tflk  following  chapter  I  fhall  difplay  much  Arabic 
learning,  I  mnft  proftfs  my  total  ignorance  of  the  Oriental  tongues, 
and  my  gratitude  to  the  learned  interpreters,  who  have  transfufrd. 
their  feience  into  the  Latin,  French,  and  Englifli  languages.    Their 
collection*,  ^ertions,  and  hiftories,  I  fhall  occaConally  notice. 

In 
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.     In  the    vacafit    fpacc    between   Perfia,    Syria,  c  H^A  ** 
Egypt,  and  iEthiopia,  the  Arabian  peninfula  *  may  v-#-v*w 
be  conceived  as  a  triangle  of  fpacious  but  irregular  ^„c"/" 
dimenfions.     From  the  northern  point  of  Beles3   Arabia, 
on  the  Euphrates,  a  line  of  fifteen  hundred  miles 
is  terminated  by  the  ftreights  of  Babelmandel  and 
the  land  of  frankincenfe.      About  half  this  length 
may  be  allowed  for  the  middle  breadth  from  eaft 
to  weft,  from.Baffora  to  Suez,  from  the  Perfian 
Gujf  to  the  Red  Sea4.    The  fides  of  the  triangle 

are 

*  The  geographers  of  Arabia  may  be  divided  into  three  clafletf  t 
i.  The  Greeks  and  Latins,  whofe  progreffive  knowledge  may  be 
traced  in  Agatbarddes  (de  Man  Rubro,  in  Hudfoti.  Geograph.  Mi- 
nor* torn*  i.),  Diodorus  Siculus  (torn- L  I.  ii.  p.  159—167.  1.  iii. 
p.  an— ;  1 6.  edit.  Weflclin^),  Strabp  'I.  xvi.  p.  nn— -1114..  from 
Eratofthenes,  p.  1112—113*.  from  Artem.idoni«),Dioryfi.u8  (Xzric- 
ge6s,  o»7-*96o.)>  Pliny  (Hift.  Natur.  v.  11.  vi.  $%.),  and  Ptolemy 
(Defcript.  et Tabulae Urbium, in  Hudfon, torn.  iii).  ».  The  Arabic 
nvriters,  who  have  treated  the  fubjetf  with  the  zeal  of  patriotiim  or 
devotion :  the  extracts  of  Pocock  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabum,  p.  125—  . 
lat .)  from  the  Geography  of  the  Shcrif  al  Edrifli,  render  us  ftil!  ' 

more  difiatisfied  with  the  verfion  or  abridgment  (p.  14— *7-  44—56. 
108,  &c  119,  &c)  which  the  Maronites  have  publifhed  under  th$ 
abfurd  title  of  Geographia  Nubienfis  (Paris  1619.) ;  but  the  Latin 
and  French  tranflators,  Graves  (in  Hudfon,  torn,  iii.),  and  Gailand  « . 

(Voyage  de  la  Paleftine  par  la  Roque,  p.  465—346.),  have  opened 
to  us  the  Arabia  of  Abulfeda,  the  mod  copious  and  correct  account 
of  the  peninfula,  which  may  be  enriched,  however,  from  the  Bib- 
tiotheque  Orientale  of  d'Hcrbelot,  p.  no.  et  alibi  paflim.  3.  The 
European  traveller*  -f  among  whom  Shaw  (p.  438—455  )and  Niebuhr 
(Defcription,  1773.  Voyages,,  torn.  i.  1776.)  deferve  an  honourable 
diftin&ion  :  Bufching  (Geographic  par  Bcrenger,  torn.  viii.  p.  416 
— 510.)  has  compiled  with  judgment;  and  d'Aoville's  Maps  (Orbis 
Veteribus  Not  us,  and  irerartiede  l'ABc)  fhould  lie  before  the  reader, 
'with  his  Geographic  Ancienne,  torn.  ii.  p.  108—231. 

3  Abulfed.  Defcript.  Arabise,  p.  1.  D'Anvttle,  l'Euphrate  et  le 
Tigre,  p.  19, 20.  It  was  in  this  place,  the  paradife  or  garden  of  a 
fetrap,  that  Xenophon  and  the  Greeks  firlt  pafled  the  Euphrates 
(Anabans,  1.  i.  c.  xo.  p.  29. edit.  Wells.)* 

*  Reland  has  proved,  with  much  fuperftuous  learning,  z.  That  our 
p$d  Sea  (the  Arabian  Gulph)  is  no  more  than  a  part  of  the  Mare 
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c  HA  p.  arc  gradually  enlarged,  and  the  fouthem,bafis  pre* 
s^v-i^  fents  a  front  of  a  thoufand  miles  to  the  Indian 
ocean.  The  entire  furface  of  the  peninfula  exceeds 
in  a  fourfold  proportion  that  of  Germany  or  France; 
but  the  far  greater  part  has  been  juftly  ftigmatifed 
T^  r?  ^^  ***  epithets  °f  the  Jfa»jr  and  the  jandy.  Even 
nutc*  the  wilds  of  Tariary  are  decked  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  with  lofty  trees  and  luxuriant  herbage ;  and 
the  lonefome  traveller  derives  a  fort  of  comfort  and 
fociety  from  the  prefence  of  vegetable  life.  But  in 
the  dreary  wafte  of  Arabia,  a  boundlefs  level  of  fancj 
is  interfered  by  fharp  and  naked  mountains, 
and  the  face  of  the  defert,  without  fhade  or  fcelter, 
is  fcorched  by  the  dire&  and  intenfe  rays  of  a  tro- 
pical fun.  Inflead  of  refrefliing  breezes,  the  winds, 
particularly  from  the  fouth-weft,  difFufe  a  noxious 
and  even  deadly  vapour ;  the  hillocks  of  land  which 
they  alternately  raife  and  fcatter,  are  compared  to 
the  billows  of  the  ocean,  and  whole  caravans,  whole 
armies,  have  been  loft  and  buried  in  the  whirlwind. 
The  common  benefits  of  water  are  an  objefl:  of  de- 
fire  and  contefl ;  and  fuch  is  the  fcarcity  of  wood, 
that  fome  art  is  requifite  to  preferve  and  propagate 
the  element  of  fire.  Arabia  is  deftitute  of  navi- 
gable rivers,  which  fertilize  the  foil,  and  convey 
its  produce  to  the  adjacent  regions :  the  torrents 
that  fall  from  the  hills  are  imbibed  by  the  thirfty 
earth :  the  rare  and  hardy  plants,  the  tamarind 
or  the  acacia,  that  ftrike  their  roots  into  the  clefts 

Rubrttm,  the  EpG^*  bxXxcv*  of  the  ancients,  which  was  extended 
to  the  indefinite  fpace  of  the  Indian  ocean,   z.  That  the  fynonymottf 
words  tfvQttc,  a^icj/f,  alluded  to  the  colour  of  the  blacks  or  negroct 
•  (Diflert.  Mifcell.  torn.  i.  p.  59—1 17). 

of 
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of  the  rocks,  aare  aourifhed  by  the  dews  of  the  c  H  A  p- 
night :  a  fcanty  iupply  of  rain  is  collcfted  in  cifterns 
ami  aquedu&s  :  the  wells  and  fprings  are  the  fecret 
treafiure  of  the  defert ;  and  the  pilgrim  of  Mecca  % 
after  many  a  dry  and  fiiltry  march,  is  difgufted  by 
the  tafte  of  the  waters,  which  have  rolled  over  a 
bed  of  fulphur  or  felt.  Such  is  the  general  and 
genuine  picture  of  the  climate  of  Arabia.  The 
experience  of  evil  enhances  the  value  of  any  local 
or  partial  enjoyments.  A  fhady  grove*  a  green 
pafture,  a  (bream  of  frefh  water,  are  fufficient  to  at- 
trafl  a  colony  of  fedentary  Arabs  to  the  fortunate, 
fpots  which  can  afford  food  and  refreshment  to 
tbemfelves  and  their  cattle,  and  which  encourage 
their  induflxy  in  the  cultivation  of  the  palm-tree 
and  the  vine.  The  high  lands  that  border  on  the 
Indian  ocean  are  diftinguiflied  by  their  fuperior 
plenty  of  wood  and  water :  the  air  is  more  tem- 
perate, the  fruits  are  more  delicious,  the  animals 
and  the  human  race  more  numerous ;  the  fertility 
of  the  foil  invites  and  rewards  the  toil  of  the 
buibandman ;  and  the  peculiar  gifts  of  frankincenfe  * 
and  coffee  have  attra&ed  in  different  ages  the 
merchants  of  the  world.     If  it  be  compared  with 

5  In  the  thirty  dayt,  or  ftat:ons,  between  Cairo  and  Mecca,  there 
are  fifteen  ddtitute  of  good  water.  See  the  route  of  the  Hadjees, 
in  Shaw's  TraveJt,  p.  477- 

6  The  aromatic*,  especially  the  thus  or  frankincenfe,  of  Arabia, 
occupy  the  xii*  book  of  Pliny.  Our  great  poet  (Paradife  Loft, 
I  iv.)  introduces,  in  a  fimile,  the  ff>icy  odours  that  are  blown  by  the 
north- caft  wind  from  the  Sabxan  coaft : 

■  -  ■  -Many  a  league, 
Fleas'd  with  the  grateful  fcent,  old  Ocean  fmiltt. 
(Win.  IBfr.  Natur,  xh\  &.) 

the 
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chap,  the  reft  of  the  peninfula,  this  fequeftered  region  mif 

■l    ,'    j   truly  deferve  the  appellation  of  the  happy  :  and  the 

fplendid  colouring  of  fancy  and  flftion  has  beerl 

fuggefted  by  contraft  and  countenanced  by  diftance* 

It  was,  for  this  earthly  paradife  that  nature  had 

referred  her  choiceft  favours  and  her  molt  curious 

workmanfhip ;  the  incompatible  bleffings  of  lux-  " 

ury  and  innocence  o^ere  afcribed  to  the  natives  3 

the  foil  was  impregnated  with  gold7  and  gems* 

and  both  the  land  and  fea  were  taught  to  exhale  the 

bivifionof  .odours  of  aromatic  fweets.     This  divifion  of  the 

the  fton//  fandy*  the  Jionyy   and  the  happy ±   fo   familiar  to" 

and  the       the  Greeks  and  Latins,  is  unknown  to  the  A*a- 

Arabia.       bians  themfelves ;  and  it  is  Angular  enough,  that 

a  country,  whofe  language  and  inhabitants  have 

ever  been  the  fame,  fhould  fcarcely  retain  a  veftige 

of  its  ancient  geography.     The  maritime  diflri&s 

of  Bahrein  and  Oman  are  oppofite  to  the  realm 

of  Perfia.     The  kingdom  of  Temen  difplays  the 

limits,  or  at  leaft  the  fituation,  of  Arabia  Foelix  z 

the  name  of  Neged  is  extended  over  the  inland 

fpace;  and  the  birth  of  Mahomet  has  illuflrated 

the  province  of  Hejaz  along  the  coaft  of  the  Red 

Sea8. 

7  Agatharcides  affirms,  that  lumps  of  pure  geld  were  found,  from 
the  iizc  of  an  olive  to  that  of  a  nut ;  that  iron  w«  twice,  and  filvcr 
ten  times  the  value  of  gold  (de  Mari  Rubra,  p.  6a.),  Thefe  real  or 
imaginary  treafures  are  vanished ;  and  no  gold  mlne^arc  at  prefent 
known  in  Arabia  (Niebuhr,  Dcfcription,  p.  114.).        \ 

8  Confult,  perufe,  and  ftudy,  the  Specimen  Hiftonl  Arabum  o£ 
Pocock !  (Oxon.  1  650,  in  4t0. )  The  thirty  pages  of  tcx^nd  verfion, 
arc  extracted  from  the.Dynafties  of  Gregory  Abulphan|tiu8»  which 
Pocock  afterwards  tranflated  (Oxon.  1663,  in  4to)  1  thc^ree  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  notes  from  a  claflic  and  original  yfc>rk  o»  *k© 
Arabian  antiquities. 

2  The 
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The  meafure  of  population  is  regulated  by  the  chap. 
means  of  fubfiftence ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this   «,  ...  \  _j 
vaft    peninfula   might   be   out-numbered  by   the.  Manners 
fubje&s   of   a    fertile    and    induftrious    province*   doweens, 
Along   the   fhores   of    the  Perfian   gulf,    of    the   Z*£.°r* 
ocean,  and  even  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Iftbyophagi  % 
•or   fifh- eaters,    continued  to  wander  in   quell   of 
their  precarious  food.     In  this  primitive  and  abject 
ftate,  which  ill  deferves  the  name  of  fociety,  the 
human  brute,  without  arts  or  laws,  almoft  without 
fenfe  or   language,    is   poorly   diflinguifhed  from 
the  reft  of  the  animal  creation.     Generations  and 
ages   might  roll  away  in  filent  oblivion,  and  the 
helplefs  .favage   was    reftrained   from   multiplying 
his   race,  by  the  wants  and  purfuits  which  con- 
fined his  exiftence  to  the  narrow  margin  of  the  fea- 
coaft.     But  in  an  early   period   of  antiquity  the 
great  body  of  the  Arabs  had  emerged  from  this 
fcene   of    mifery ;    and   as   the   naked   wildernefs 
could  not  maintain  a  people  of  hunters,  they  rpfe 
at  once  to  the  more  fecure  and  plentiful  condition 
of  the  paftoral  •  life.     The  fame  life  is  uniformly 
purfued  by  the  roving  tribes  of  the  defert,  and  in 
the   portrait  of  the  modern  Bedoiveens^  we  may' 
trace  the   features   of  their   anceftors ,0,  who,  in 

the 

•  Arrian  remarks  the  Tethyoprngi  of  the  conft  of  Heja2  (PeripUn 
Maria  Erythrsei,  p.  il.)  ar.d  beyond  Aden  (p.  1 5.).  It  feems  proba- 
ble that  the  fhore»  of  the  Red  Sea  (in  the  largeft  fenfe)  were  occupied 
by  thefe  fav?ges  in  the  time,  perhaps,  of  Cyrus ;  but  I  can  hnrdly 
believe  that  any  cannibals  were  left  ?mong  the  favages  in  the  reign 
of  Juftinian  (Prorop.  de  Bell.  Perlic  1.  i.  c.  19  ). 

10  See  the  Specimen  Hiftorix  Arabum  of  Pccock,  p.  1.  5.  $698cc. 
The  journey  of  M.  d'Arv  cux,in  1664,  to  the  camp  of  the  emir  of 
Mount  Carmel .(Voyage  de  la  Palcftine,  Amfterdam,  1 7 1 8) ,  exhibits  a 

plcafing 
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c HA  p.  the  age  of  Mofcs  or  Mahomet,  dwelt  under 
u-v-*->  fimilar  tents,  and  conducted  their  horfes,  and 
camels,  and  fheep,  to  the  fame  fprings  and  the 
fame  paftures.  Our  toil  is  lefiened,  and  our 
wealth  is  increafed,  by  our  dominion  over  the 
ufeful  animals ;  and  the  Arabian  fhepherd  had  ac- 
quired the  abfolute  poffeffion  of  a  faithful  friend 
The  hoi  fc  and  a  laborious  flave",  Arabia,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  naturalift,  is  the  genuine  and  original 
country  of  the  horfe ;  the  climate  moft  propitious, 
not  indeed  to  the  fize,  but  to  the  fpirit  and  fwift- 
nefs,  of  that  generous  animal.  The  merit  of  the 
Barb,  the  Spanifh,  and  the  Englifli  breed,  is  de- 
rived from  a  mixture  of  Arabian  blood  '* :  the 
Bedoweens  preferve,  with  fuperftitious  care,  the 
honours  and  the  memory  of  the  pureft  race :  the 
males  are  fold  at  a  high  price,  but  the  females  are 
feldom  alienated ;  and  the  birth  of  a  noble  foal 
was  efteemed,  among  the  tribes,  as  a  fubje&  of 
joy  and  mutual  congratulation.  Thefe  horfes  are 
educated  in  the  tents,  among  the  children  of  the 
Arabs,    with  a  tender  familiarity;  which    trains 

plcaflng  and  original  picture  of  the  life  of  the  Bedoweens,  which 
may  be  illuftrated  from  Niebuhr  (Dtfcription  de  1' Arabic,  p  3*7— 
344.)  and  Volney  (torn  i.  p.  343—385.),  thelaft  and  «ioft  judicious 
of  our  Syrian  travellers. 

"  Read  (it  is  no  unpleafing  talk)  the  incomparable  articles  of  the 
Horfe  and  the  Comely  in  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  M.  de  Buifon. 

"*  For  the  Arabian  horfes,  fee  d'Arvirux  (p.  159— 173O  and  Nie- 
buhr  (p.  1451—144  ).  At  the  end  of  the  xiiitk  century,  the  horfes  of 
Naged  were  efteemed  fure  footed,  thofe  of  Yemen  ftrong  and  fer- 
viceable,  thofe  of  Hejaz  moft  noble.  The  horfes  of  Europe,  the 
tenth  and  laft  daft,  were  generally  defyifed,  as  having  too  much 
body  and  too  little  fpirit  (d'HerbclotjBibliot.  Orient,  p.  339):  their 
Arength  was  requifite  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  knight  and  his 
armour. 

7  them 
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them  in  the  habits  of  gentknefs  and  attachment.  c  **  A  *• 
They  are  accuftomed  only  to  walk  and  to  gallop :  uj-^^j 
their  fenfations  are  not  blunted  by  the  inceflant 
abufe  of  the  fpur  and  the  whip :  their  powers  are 
referved  for  the  moments  of  flight  and  purfuit ; 
but  no  (boner  do  they  feel  the  touch  of  the  hand 
or  the  ftirrup,  than  they  dart  away  with  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  the  wind;  and  if  their  friend  be  dif- 
mounted  in  the  rapid  career,  they  inftantly  flop 
till  he  has  recovered  his  feat.  In  the  fands  of 
Africa  and  Arabia,  the  camel  is  a  facred  and  pre-  The  a* 
tiou*  gift.  That  ftrong  and  patient  beaft  of  mcK 
burthen  can  perform,  without  eating  or  drinking, 
*  journey  of  feveral  days  ;  and  a  refervoir  of  frefh 
water  is  preferved  in  a  large  bag,  a  fifth  ftomach 
of  the  animal,  whofe  body  is  imprinted  with  the 
marks  of  fervitude  :  the  larger  breed  is  capable  of 
tranfporting  a  weight  of  a  thoufand  pounds ;  and 
the  dromedary,  of  a  lighter  and  more  aftive 
frafiie,  outftrips  the  fleeteft  courier  in  the  race. 
Alite  or  dead*  almoft  every  part  of  the  camel  is 
ferviceable  to  man :  her  milk  is  plentiful  and  nu- 
tritious: the  young  and  tender  flefh  has  the  tafte 
of  veal  '* :  a  valuable  fait  is  extracted  from  the 
urine:  the  dung  fupplies  the  deficiency  of  fuel; 
and  the  long  hair,  which  falls  each  year  and  is 
renewed,   it  coarfely  manufactured  into   the  gar- 

i  Qui  carnibns  camelorum  vefci  folcnt  odii  tcnares  funt,  was  the 
opinion  of  an  Arabian  phyfician  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  88.).  Maho. 
met  hfoifelf,  who  was  fond  of  milk,  prefers  the  cow,  and  does  not 
even  mention  the  camel;  but  the  diet  of  Mecca  and  Medina  was  al- 
ready more  luxurious  (Gagnicr,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  4<H-)* 
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ments,  the  furniture,  and  the  tents,  ef  the  Be- 
doweens.  In  the  rainy  feafons  they  confume  the 
rare  and  infufficient  herbage  of  the  defer!:  during 
the  heats  of  fummer  and  the  fcarcity  of  winter, 
they  remove  their  encampments  to  the  fea-coaft, 
the  hills  of  Yemen,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
.Euphrates,  and  have  often  extorted  the  dangerous 
licence  of  viliting  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  the 
villages  of  Syria  and  Paleftine.  The  life  of  a 
wandering  Arab  is.  a  life  of  danger  and  diftrefs ; 
and  though  fometimes,  by  rapine  or  exchange, 
he  may  appropriate  the  fruits  of  induftry,  a  pri- 
vate citizen  in  Europe  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  more 
folid  and  pleafing  luxury,  than  the  proudeft  emir, 
who  marches  .in  the  field  at  the  head  of  ten  thou- 
fand  horfe. 
cities  of  Yet  an  effential  difference  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  hords  of  Scythia  and  the  Arabian 
tribes,  fince  many  of  the  latter  were  collefted 
into  towns,  and  employed  in  the  labours  of  trade 
and  agriculture.  A  part  of  their  time  and  in- 
duftry was  ftill  devoted  to  the  management  of 
.  their  cattle :  they  mingled,  in  peace  and  war,  with 
their  brethren  of  the  defert;  and  the  Bedoweens 
derived  from  their  ufeful  intercourfe,  fome  fupply 
of  their  wants,  and  fome  rudiments  of  art  and 
knowledge.  Among  the  forty-two  cities  of  Ara- 
bia'4, enumerated  by  Abulfeda,  the  mod  ancient 
and  populous  were  fituate  in  the  happy  Yemen : 

'♦  Y«t  Martian  of  Heraclea  (in  Periplo,  p.  16.  in  torn,  u  Hudfbn, 
Minor.  Gcograpb.)  reckons  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  towns  In 
Arabia  Foelix.  The  fize  of  the  towns  might* be  fmall— the  faith  of 
the  writer  might  be  large. 
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the  towers  of  Saana  I5V  and  the  marvellous  re*  c  H  A  p. 
fervoir  of  Merab ,6,  were  conftrufted  by  the  kings 
of  the  Honlerites ;  but  their  profane  luftrei  was 
eclipfed  by  the  prophetic  glories  of  Medina17 
and  Mecca18,  near  the  Red  Sea,  and  at  the^Mcccai 
diftance  from  each  other  of  two  hundred  and 
feventy  miles.  The  laft  of  thefe  holy  places  was 
knowrt^to  the  Greeks.,  under  the  name  of  Ma* 
coraba;  and  the  termination  gf  the  word  is  ex- 
preflive  of  its  greatnefs,  which  has  not  indeed,  in 
the  moft  flourifhing  period,  exceeded  the  fize  and 
populoufnefs  of  Marfeilles*      Some  latent  motive) 

15  It  is  compared  by  Abulfeda  (in  Hudfon,  torn.  ill.  p.  54.)  to 
D.unafcus,  and  is  ftill  the  refidence  of  the  Iman  of  Yemen  (Voyage* 
de  Niebuhr,  torn.  i.  p.  35i-*-349-)-  Saana  is  twenty-four  parafangi 
from  Dafar  (Abulfeda,  p.  51.),  and  fixty  eight  from  Aden  (p.  53.). 

16  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  57.  Geograph.  Nubienfis,  p.  52.  Meriaba, 
nr  Merab,  iix  miles  in  circumference,  was  deftroyed  by  the  legiona 
of  Auguftus  (Plin.  Hit.  Nat.  vi.  3a.),  and  had  not  revived  in  the 
xiv-f-  century  (Abulfed.  Defcript.  Arab.  p.  58.). 

'?  The  name  of  city*  Medina*  was  appropriated,  hut  i(o%r,\f  to 
Yatreb  .(the  Iatrippa  of  the  Greeks),  the  feat  of  the  prophet.  The 
diitanceb  from  Medina  are  reckoned  by  Abulfeda  in  Rations,  or  days 
journey  of  a  caravan  (p.  15.)  :  to  Bahrein,  xv.  5  to  Baffbra,  xviii. ; 
to  Cufah,  xx.;  to  Damafcus  or  Paleftine,  xx.  \  to  Cairo,  xav. ;  to 
Mecca,  x.  j  from  Mecca  to  Saana  (p.  52  )  or  Aden,  xxx. ;  to  Cairo^ 
xxxi  day,  or  412  hours  (Shaw's  Travels,  p.  477.)  5  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  eftimaie  of  d  Anville  (Mefures  Itineraires,  p.  99.),  allows 
about  twenty-  five  Englifh  milts  for  a  day's  journey.  Prom  the  land 
of  frankincenfe  {Hadramant,  in  Yemen,  between  Aden  and  Cape 
Fartafch)  to  Gaza,  in  Syria,  Pliny  (Hift.  Nat.  xii.  3*.)  computes 
hv.  maniions  of  camels.  Thefe  meafures  may  aflift  fancy  and  elu- 
cidate fa  els. 

13  Our  notrons  of  Mecca  muft  be  drawn  from  the  Arabians 
(d'Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  368— 371.  Pocock,  Speci- 
men, p.  125 — 128.  Abulfeda,  p.  n—40.).  As  no  unbeliever  is 
permitted  to  enter  the  city,  oilr  travellers  are  liient;  and  ihe  ftiott 
hints  of  Ttorvenot  (Voyage?  du  Levant,  pait  i.  p.  490.)  are  taken 
from  the  fufpicious  mouth  of  an  African  renegado.  Some  Peruana 
counted  6000  hemfes  (Chardin,  torn.  iv.  p.  167.). 
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c  ha  F.  pernaps  of  fuperftition,  muft '  have  impelled  the 
t~~v-w  founders,  in  the  choice  of  a  moft  unprottiifing 
fituation.  They  eretted  their  habitations  of  mud 
or  (lone,  in  a  plain  about  two  miles  long  and  onfe 
mile  broad,  at  the  foot  of  three  barren  moun*. 
tains :  the  foil  is  a  rock ;  the  water  even  of  the 
holy  well  of  Zemzem  is  bitter  or  brackifli ;  the 
paftures  are  remote  from  the  city;  and  grapes 
are  tranfported  above  feventy  miles  from  thfe 
gardens  of  Tayef.  The  fame  and  fpirit  of  the 
'  Koreifhites,  who  reigned  in  Mecca,  were  confpi- 
cuqus  among  the  Arabian  tribes ;  but  their  un- 
grateful foil  refufed  the  labours  of  agriculture, 
and  their  pofition  was  favourable  to  the  enterprifes 
Aer  trade,  of  trade.  By  the  fea-port  of  Gedda,  at  the  dif- 
tancc  only  of  forty  miles,  they  maintained  an  eafy 
correfpondence  with  Abyffinia;  and  that  Chriftian 
kingdom  afforded  the  firft  refuge  to  the  difciples 
of  Mahomet.  The  treafures  of  Africa  were  con- 
veyed over  the  peninfula  to  Gerrha  or  Katif,  in 
the  province  of  Bahrein,  a  city  built,  as  it  is  faid, 
of  rock-falt,  by  the  Chaldean  exiles  ,9 :  and  from 
thence,  with  the  native  pearls  of  the  Perfian  Gulf, 
they  were  floated  on  rafts  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Euphrates.  Mecca  is  placed  almoft  at  an  equal 
diftance,  a  month's  journey,  between  Yemen  on 
the  right,  and  Syria  on  the  left  hand.  The 
former  was  the  winter,  the  latter  the  fummer,  fta- 
tion  of  her  caravans ;  and  their  feafonable  arrival 
relieved  the  fhips  of  India  from  the  tedious  and 
troublefome  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea.     In  the 

•9  Strabo,  1.  xvi.  p.  mo.    See  one  of  thefe  {alt  boufes  near  Baf- 
fora,  iu  d'Hcrbclot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  6. 
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jnarkets  of  Saana  and  Merab,  in  the  havbour*  of  c  H  A  p- 
Oman  and  Aden,  the  camels  of  the  Koreifhites  i_-^'-  4 
were  laden  with  a  precious  cargo  of  aromatics ;  a 
fupply  of  corn  and  manufactures  was  purchafed  in 
the  fairs  of  Boftra  and  Damafcus;  the  lucrative 
exchange  diffufed  plenty  and  riches  in  the  flreets 
of  Mecca;  and  the  nobleft  of  her  fons  united 
the  love  of  arms  with  the  profefiion  of  mer- 
chandife*^ 

The  perpetual  independence  of  the  Arabs  has  .National 
been  the  theme  of  praife  among  ftrangers  and  enceofthc 
natives ;  and  the  arts  of  controverfy  transform  this 
Angular  event  into  a  prophecy  and  a  miracle,  in 
favour  of  the  pofterity  of  Ifmael  *'.  Some  ex- 
ceptions,  that  can  neither  be  diflembled  nor 
eluded,  render  this  mode  of  reafoning  as  indif- 
creet  as  it  is  fuperfluous :  the  kingdom  of  Ye- 
men has  been  fucceffively  fubdued  by  the  Abyf- 
finians,  the  Perfians,  the  fultans  of  Egypt",  and 
the  Turks 13 :  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Me- 
dina 

M  Minim  diclfl  ex  innumcris  populis  pars  acqua  in  commerces  aut 
in  latrociniis  degit  (Hin.  Hift.  Nat.  vi.  32.)-  See  Hales  Koran,  Sural 
cvi.  p.  503.  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  a.  DHerbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient, 
p.  361.  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  5.  Gagnicr,  Vic  dc  Ma* 
hornet,  torn.  i.  p.  7a.  110.  126,  &c. 

*«  A  namelefs  do&or  (Univerfal  Hift.  vol  xx.  octavo  edition)  has 
formally  demomfirated  the  truth  of  Chriftian;ty  by  the  independence 
of  the  Arabs.  A  critic,  betides  the  excerptions  of  facl,  might  dif- 
pute  the  meaning  of  the  text  (Genef.  xvi.  12.)  the  extent  of  the  ap- 
plication, and  the  foundation  of  the  pedigree. 

**  It  was  fubdued,  A.  D.  1x73,  by  a  brother  of  the  great  Saladin, 
who  founded  a  dynafty  of  Curds  or  Ayoubites  (Guignes,  Hift.  des 
Huns,  torn.  i.  p.  425.    DHerbelot,  p.  477 .). 

**  By  the  lieutenant  of  Soliman  I.    (A.  D.  1538)  and  Sdim  71. ' 
(i568>   See  Caiitemir's  Hift.  of  the  Othman  empire,  p.  201.  221. 
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dina  have  repeatedly  bowed  under  a  Scythian 
tyrant;  and  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia*4, 
embraced  the  peculiar  wildernefc  in  which  If- 
ma^l  and  his  fons  muft  have  pitched  their  tents 
in  the  face  of  their  brethren.  Yet  thefe  excep- 
tions' are  temporary  or  local ;  the  body  of  the 
nation  has  efcaped  the  yoke  of  the  moft  powerful 
monarchies:  the  arms  of  Sefoftris  and  Cyrus,  of 
Pompey  and  Trajan,  could  never  atchieve  the 
conqueft  of  Arabia ;  the  prefent  fovereign  of  the 
Turks*5  may  exercife*  a  fhadow  of  jurifdiftion, 
but  his  pride  is  reduced  to  folicit  the  friendfhip 
of  a  people,  whom  it  is  dangerous  to  provoke 
and  fruitlefs  to  attack.  The  obvious  caufes  of 
their  freedom  are  infcribed  on  the  chara&er  and 
country  of  the  Arabs.      Many  ages  before  Ma- 

The  Paflia,  who  refided  at  Saana,  commanded  twenty-one  Bey*, 
but  no  revenue  was  ever  remitted  to  the  Porte  (Marligli,  Stato  Mi- 
ll tare  dell*  Imperio  Ottomanno,  p.  124.),  and  the  Turks  were  ex- 
pelled about  the  year  i6jp  (Niebnhr,  p.  16, ,  168). 

*+  Of  the  Roman  province,  under  the  name  of  Arabia  and  the 
third  Paleftine,  the  principal  cities  were  Boftra  and  Petra,  which 
dated  their  aera  fiom  the  year  105,  when  they  were  fubdued  by  Pal- 
ma,  a  lieutenant  of  Trajan  (Dion.  Caflius,  1.  lxviii.)-  Petra  was 
the  capital  of  the  Nabatharans ;  whofe  name  is  derived,  from  the 
eldeft  of  the  fons  of  Ifmael  (Genef.  xxv.  12,  &c.  with  the  Commen- 
taries ofjerom,  Le  Clerc,  and'Calmet).  Juftmian  relinquiftied  a 
palm  country  of  ten  days  journey  to  the  fouth  of  JElah  (Procop.  dc 
Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19.)*  and  the  Romans  maintained  a  centurion 
and  a  cultom-houfe  (Arrian  in  Periplo  Maris  Erythrsci,  p.  11.  iu 
Hudfon,  torn.  i.)»  at  a  place  (*it/*u  «*/**,  Pagus  Albus  Hawara)  in 
the  territory  of  Medina  (d'Anville  Memoire  lur  TEgypte,  p.  *430- 
Thefe  real  poflttfions,  and  fome  naval  inroads  of  t  rajan  (Peripl- 
p-  x4»i5-)>  a*e  magnified  by  hiftory  and  medals  ioto  the  Roman 
conqqeft  of  Arabia. 

**  Niebubr  (Defcription  de  V  Arabie,  p.  30a,  303.  319— 311-)  af- 
fords the  n.oft  recent  and  authentic  intelligence  of  the  Tuvkilh  em- 
pire in  Arabia. 
•*  '. 
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hornet  *,  their  intrepid  valour  had  been  feverely  c  HA  P. 
felt  by  their  neighbours  in  offenfive  and  defenfive 
war.  The  patient  and  a&ive  virtues  of  a  foldier 
are  infenfibly  nurfed  in  the  habits  and  difcipline 
of  a  paftoral  life.  The  care  of  the  fheep  and 
camels  is  abandoned  to  the  women  of  the  tribe ; 
but  the  martial  youth  under  the  banner  of  the 
emir,  is  ever  on  horfeback,  and  in  the  field,  to 
praftife  the  exercife  of  the  bow,  the  javelin,  and 
the  fcymetar.  The  long  memory  of  their  inde- 
pendence is  the  firmeft  pledge  of  its  perpetuity, 
and  fucceeding  generations  are  animated  to  prove 
their  defcent,  and  to  maintain  their  inheritance. 
Their  domeftic  feuds  are  fufpehded  on  the  ap- 
proach of  a  common  enemy ;  and  in  their  laft 
hoftilities  againft  the  Turks,  the  caravan  of 
Mecca  was  attacked  and  pillaged  by  fourfcore 
thoufand  of  the  confederates.  When  they  ad- 
vanpe  to  battle,  the  hope  of  vi&ory  is  in  the 
front ;  in  the  rear,  the  affurance  of  a  retreat. 
Their  horfes  and  camels,  who  in  eight  or  ten 
days  can  perform  a  march  of  four  or  five"  hun-^ 
dred  miles,  difappear  before  the  conqueror;  the 
fecret  waters  of  the  defert  elude  his  fearch ;  and 
his  vi&orious  troops  are  confumed  with  thirft, 
hunger,  and  fatigue,  ia  the  purfuit  of  an  in- 
vifible  foe,  who  fcorns  his  efforts,  and  fafely 
repofes  in  the  heart  of  the  burning  folitude.  The. 
arms  and  deferts  of  the  Bedoweens  are  not  only 
the Safeguards  of  their  own  freedom,  but  the  bar-* 

16  Diodorus  Siculus  (torn.  11. 1.  xix.  p.  390—393.  edit.  Wefleling) 
has  clearly  expofed  the  freedom  of  the  Nabathaeaa  Arab*,  who  re- 
fitted the  arms  of  Antigonui  and  bis  fon.  -  • 
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c HA t-  riers  aUb  of  the  happy  Arabia,  whofe  iohabha&to* 
remote  from  war,  are  enervated  by  the  luxury  4? 
the  foil  and  climate.  The  legions  of  Auguftu* 
melted  ^way  in  difeafe  and  lafStude *7 ;  asd  it  «t 
oraly  by  a  naval  power  that  the  r^du&on  of 
Yemen  has  been  fuccefsfully  attempted*  Whffi. 
Mahomet  erected  his  holy  ftandard",  that  king- 
dom was  a  province  of  the  Perfian  empire ;  yet 
ftven  princes  of  the  Homeritee  ftiU  reigned  m 
the  mountains;  and  the  vicegerent  of  Chofroe* 
was  tempted  to  forget  his  diftant  country  and  his 
unfortunate  matter.  The  hiftorians  of  the  age  of 
Juftioian  repre&ftt  the  ftate  of  the  independent 
Arabs,  who  were  divided  by  intereft  or  affe&ion 
in  the  long  quarrel  of  the  Eaft:  the  tribe  of 
Gaffan  was  allowed  to  encamp  on  the  Syrian  ter- 
ritory: the  princes  of  Hira  were  permitted  to 
form  a  city  about  forty  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  ruins  of  Babylon.  Their  fervice  in  the  field 
vas  fpeedy  and  vigorous ;  but  their  friendlhip  was 
venal,  their  faith  inconftant,  the^r  enmity  capri- 
cious: it  was  an  eafier  tafk  to  excite  than  to 
diferra  thcfe  roving  Barbarians ;  and,  in  the  fa- 
miliar  intercourfe  of  war,  they  learned  to  fee, 
and  to  defpife,  the  fplendid  weaknefs  both  of 
Rome  and  of  Perfia.     From  Mecca  to  the  Eu- 

**  Stiabo,  1.  x\i.  p.  1117—1119.  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  vi.  51.  -JEtfii* 
Gallus  landed  near  Medina,  and  marched  near  a  thoufand  miles  in- 
to the  part  of  Yemen  bttwceH  Mareb  and  the  Ocean.  The  non  ante 
dcri&ift  S*be«  uegiWa  (Od.  i.  p.  19,)  and  the  inta&i  Arabum  the* 
(am    Od.  iii.  14.^.  of  Horace,  atttft  the  virgin  purity  of  Arabia. 

**  See  the  itaper&lt  hiftory  of  Yemen  in  Pocock,  Specimen, 
0.  $3^-66.  of  Hira,  p>  66—74-  of  Gaffim*  p.  75— 7a.  a*fcr  *  it  cookl 
be  known  or  prefcrved  in  the  time  tf  ignorance. 
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phratea,  the  Arabian  tribes  **  were  confounded  by  chap. 
the  Greeks  and  Latins,  under  the  general  appel-  *     "  _. 
&tk>n  of  Saracens30,  a  name  ivhich  every  Chrift- 
iaa  mouth  has  been,  taught  to   pronounce  with  • 
terror  and  abhorrence. 

The   flaves    of   domeftic   tyranny   naay  vainly  Th«r  do- 
exult  in  their   national   independence  j   but  the  freedom 
Arab  is  perfbnaliy  freq;   and  he  enjoys,  in  fome  radar**" 
degree,   the  benefits  of  fbciety,    \rithout  forfeiting 
the  prerogatives  of  nature.      In  every   tribe,    fiv 
perftition,  or  gratitude,  or  fortune,  has  exaked  a 
particular  family  above  the  heads  of  their  equals. 
The  dignities  of  flieich  and  emir  invariably  de- 
fend in  this  chofen  race;   but  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceffion   is    loofe   and   precarious ;    and    the   nioft 
worthy  or   aged   of  the  noble   kinfmen  are  pre- 
ferred to  the  fimple,  though  important,  office  of 

«*  Tho  Xafntm**  0tA«*  fivpahc  raw*  xai  to  wA«*r«r  ew*p  tp»fio~ 
*ps,.f  *a»  <»$un:*T«i,  are  deferred  by  Menander  (Excerpt.  Legation, 
P- 149-)»  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Perfic.  1  i.  c.  t  7. 19. 1.  ii.  c.  10  );  and, 
in  the  aioft  hvcly  colours  by  Ammianus  ManceUinuft  (1.  xiv.  c.  4.), 
who  fe^d  fjpioken  of  Uie  »  39  early  as  the  reign  of  Alarms.. 

y>  The  *ame  which,  ufe4  by  Ptolemy  and  Pliny  ia  a,  inore  Cfft* 

fined,  by  Ammianus  and  Procopiu9  in  a  larger,  fenfe,  ha»  been  de- 
rived, rid'rculoutfy,  from  Sarab,  the  wife  of  Abraham,  obfeureiy 
ftom  the  village  c&Swaku  (.*•*«  S*8ut*h*c.  Stephas. de  tfrbibus), 
jrore  plaufibly  from  the  Arabic  words,  which  fipn  Fy  a  thirvijh  cha- 
ntUr,  or  Oriental  foliation  ( frlohiivir,  Jiift.  Oriental.  ].  i.  c,.  i,  p*  7, 
|«  Foco*k,  Specimen,  p,  33.  3$.  Affcman  Bibliot.  Orient.  t<w».  i* 
p.  567.)-  Yet  the  U£  and  rooft  popular  of  theft?  etymologic** '%  re- 
futed by  Ptolemy  (Arabia,  p.  a  18  in  HiuKqii,  torn,  iv.),  who  ex- 
prefsty  remark*  the  weftem  and  fouthern  pofition  of  the  Saracens, 
then  an  obfeure  tribe  on  the  horde™  of  Egypt.  The  pppellation 
cannot  therefore  allude  to  any  national  character  5  and,  flijee  it  wan 
impofed  by  ftrangeri,  it  muft  be  found,,  not  In  the  Arabio,  but  in  a 
foreign  language. 

*ompofing 
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chap,  compofing  difputes  by  their  advice,  and  guiding 
valour  by  their  example.  Even  a  female  of  feftfe 
and  fpirit  has  been  permitted  to  command  the 
countrymen  of  Zenobia".  The  momentary 
jun&ion  of  feveral  tribes  produces  an  army  ;  their 
,  more  lafting  union  conftitutes  a  nation ;  and  the 
fupreme  chief,  the  emir  of  emirs,  whofe  banner 
is  difplayed  at  their  head,  may  deferve,  in  the 
eyes  of  ftrangers,  the  honours  of  the  kingly  name. 
If  the  Arabian  princes  abufe  their  power,  they 
are  quickly  punifhed  by  the  defertion  of  their 
iubje&s,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  a  mild  and 
parental  jiirifdi£titfn.  Their  fpirit  is  free,  their 
fteps  are  unconfined,  the  defert  is  open,  and  the 
tribes  and  families  are  held  together  by  a  mutual 
and  voluntary  compaft.  The  fofter  natives  of 
Yemen  fupported  the  pomp  and  majefty  of  a 
monarch;  but  if  he  could  not  leave  his  palace 
•without  endangering  his  life3*,  the  adive  powers 
of  government  .muft  have  been  devolved  on  his 
nobles  and  magiftrates.  The  cities  of  Mecca  and 
Medina  prefent,  in  the  heart  of  Alia,  the  form, 
or  rather  the  fubftance,  of  a  commonwealth.  The 
grandfather  of  Mahomet,  and  his  lineal  anceftors, 
appear  in  foreign  and  domeftic  tranfa&ions  as  the 

J«  Saraceni ....  nuilieres  ainnt  in  eoi  rcgnare  (Expofitio  totius 
Mtmdi,  p.  3.  in  Hudfon,  torn.  iii.).  The  reign  of  Maria  is  famous 
in  ccclcfiaftical  ftOry.    Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  69.  83. 

**  M«  t£m*»  1*  Ttn  IWifeiAr,  ia  the  report  of  Agatharades  (de 
Mari  Rubro,  p.  63,  64*  in  Hudfon,  torn.  i.),  Diodorus  Siculu9 
(torn.  i.  1.  iii.  c.  47*  P-  2x5-)>  a°d  Strabo  (1.  xvi.  p.  11 24.).  But  I 
much  fufpect  that  this  is  one  of  the  popular  tales,  or  extraordinary 
"accidents,  which  the  credulity  of  travellers  fo  often  transforms  into 
a  faft,  a  cuftora,  and  a  law. 

princes 
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princes  'of  their  country ;    but  they  reigned,  like  C HA p. 
Pericles  at  Athens,  or  the  Medici  at  Florence,  by    i*-v-^» 
the  opinion  of  their  wifdom  and  integrity ;  their 
influence  was  divided  with  their  patrimony;  and 
the  fceptre  was  transferred  from  the  uncles  of  the 
prophet  to    a  younger    branch  of  the  tribe  of 
Koreifh.     On  folemn  occafions  they  convened  the 
afiembly  of  the  people ;  and  fmce  mankind  muft 
l>e  either  compelled   or  perfuaded   to   obey,    the 
ufe  and  reputation  of  oratory  among  the  ancient 
Arabs  is  the  cleared  evidence  of  public  freedom  3\ 
But  their  fimple  freedom  was  of  a  very  different 
caft  from  the  nice  and  artificial  machinery  of  the 
Greek   and    Roman   republics,     in   which   each 
member  pofleffed  an  undivided  fhare  of  the  civil 
2nd  political  rights  of  the  community.      In  the 
more  fimple    ftate   of  the    Arabs  the  nation   is 
free,   becaufe   each   of  her   fons   difdains  a  bafe 
fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  a  mafler.     His  breaft  is 
fortified  with  the  auftere  virtues  of  courage,  pa- 
tience,   and  fobriety;    the  love  of  independence 
jMrompts  him  to  exercife  the  habits  of  felf-com- 
mand;    and  the  fear  of  difhonour  guards   him 
from  the  meaner  apprehenfion  of  pain,  of  danger, 
and  of  death.     The  gravity  and  firmnefs  of  the 
mind  is  confpicuous   in   his  outward  demeanor: 
his  fpeech   is  flow,  weighty,   and   concife,   he  is 
feldpm  provoked  to  laughter,  his  only  gefture  is 
that  of  ftroking  his  beard,  the  venerable  fymbol 

n  Non  gloriabaotur  antiquitus  Arabes,  ntli  gladio,  hofpite,  et 
ckqncntid  (Scphadius,  apud  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  161,  16a.).  This 
gift  of  fpeech  they  fhared  only  with  the  Perfians ;  and  the  fenteti- 
tfous  Arabs  would  probably  have  disdained  the  fimple  and  fublime 
Jpgic  of  Deniofthenes, 

of 
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pf  manhood ;  and  the  fenfe  of  his  own  import- 
ance  teaches  him  to  accoft  his  equals  without  le- 
vity*  and  his  fuperiors  without  awe34.     The   li- 
berty of  the  Saracens  furvived  their  conquefts: 
ths  firft  caliphs    indulged    the   bold  and  familiar 
language  of  their  fubje&s :  they  afcended  the  pulpit 
to  perfuade  and  edify  the  congregation :  nor  was 
it  before  the  feat  of  empire  was  removed  to  the 
Tigris,  that  the  Abbaflides  adopted  the  proud  and 
pompous  ceremonial  of  the  Perfian  and  Byzantine 
cpurts. 
Civil  wars       In  the,  fludy  of  nations  and  men,  we  may  ob* 
vatl^c"      ferve  the  caufes  that  render  them  hoftile  or  friendly 
*n*e-        to  each  other,  that  tend  to  narrow  or  enlarge,  to 
mollify  or  exafperate,  the  focial  chara&er.     The 
reparation  of  the  Arabs  from  the  reft  of  mankind, 
has  accuftomed  them  to  confound  the  ideas   of 
ftranger  and  enemy ;  and  the  poverty  of  the  land 
has  introduced  a  maxim  of  jurifprudence,  which 
they  believe    and    praftife    to   the  prefent   hour. 
They  pretend,  that  in  the  divifion  of  the  earth, 
the  rich  and  fertile  climates  were  affigned  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  human  family ;  and  that  the 
pofterity  of  the  outlaw  Ifmael  might  recover,  by 
fraud    or   force,   the    portion    of  inheritance   of 
which  he  had  been  unjuftly  deprived.     According 
to  the  remark  of  Pliny,    the  Arabian  tribes  are 
equally  addi&ed  to  theft  and  merchandife:    the 


i+ 1  muft  remind  the  reader  tl.at  d'Arvieux,  d'Herbelot,  and  Nic- 
bphr,  reprtfent,  in  the  moft  lively  colours,  the  manners  and  go- 
vernment of  the  Arabs,  which  are  illustrated  by  many  incidental 
pjkfiagtfi  in  the  life  of  Mahomet. 

caravans 
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caravans  that  traverfe  the  defert  are  ranfomed  or  CHAP. 

pillaged  ;  and  their  neighbours,  fince  the  remote    u  -^-uj 

times  of  Job  and  Sefoftris ",  have  been  the  vio 

rims  of  their  rapacious  fpirit.     If  a  Bedoween  dif* 

covers  from    afar  a  folitary    traveller,   he '  rides 

furioully  againft  him,  crying,  with  a  loud  voice, 

"  Undrefs  thyfelf,  thy  aunt  (my  wife)  is  withotft 

*  a  garment,"    A  ready  fubmiffion  entitles  him 

to  mercy ;    refiftance  will  provoke  the  aggreffor, 

and  his  own  blood  muft  expiate  the  blood  which 

he  prefumes  to  flied  in  legitimate  defence.      A 

fingle  robber,    or   a  few  affociates,   are   branded 

with  their  genuine  name;  but  the  exploits  of  ft 

numerous  band  affurae  the  character  of  a  lawful 

and  honourable  war.      The  temper  of  a  people, 

thus  armed  againft  mankind,  was  doubly  inflamed 

by  the  domeftic  licence   of  rapine,   murder,  and 

revenge.     In  the  conftitution  of  Europe,  the  right 

of  peace  and  war  is  now  confined  to  a  fmall,  and 

the  adual  exercife  to  a  much  fmaller,  lift  of  re- 

fpeSable  potentates;  but  each  Arab,  with  impu* 

nity  and  renown,  might  point  his  javelin  againft 

the  lif$  of  his  countryman.     The   union  oi  the 

nation  confifted  only  in  a  vague  refemblance  of 

language  and  manners;  and  in  each  community, 

the  jurifdi&ion   of  the  magiftrate  was  mute  and 

impotent.     Of  the  time  of  ignorance  which  pre- 

*5  Obferve  the  firft  chapter  of  Job,  and  the  long:  wall  of  1500 
ftadia  which  Sefoftris  built  from  Pelufium  to  Heliopolis  (Dtodon 
Surul.  torn.  i.  1.  i.  p.  67.)-  Under  the  nnme  ofHjt/oj,  the  ibepherd 
kings,  they  had  formerly  fubdued Egypt  (Marlham,  Canon.  Chron* 
f>.9*— 163,  <&c). 

ceded 
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C  H  A  P.  ceded  Mahomet,  feventeen  hundred  battles*  arc 
recorded  by  tradition:  hoftility  was  embittered 
with  the  rancour  of  civil  fafticn ;  and  the  recital, 
in  profe  or  Verfe,  of  an  obfolete  feud,  was  fufficient 
to  rekindle  the  fame  paffions  among  the  defendants 
of  the  hoftile  tribes.  In  private  life,  every  man, 
at  leaft  every  family,  was  the  judge  and  avenger 
of  its  own  caufe.  The  nice  fenfibility  of  honour, 
which  weighs  the  infult  rather  than  the  injury, 
ftied  its  deadly  venom  on  the  quarrels  of  the 
Arabs :  the  honour  of  their  women,  and  of  their 
beards 9  is  moft  eafily  wounded ;  an  indecent 
a&ion,  a  contemptuous  word,  can  be  expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender ;  and  fuch  is 
their  patient  inveteracy,  that  ihey  expett  whole 
months  and  years  the  opportunity  of  revenge. 
A  fine  or  compenfation  for  murder  is  familiar  to 
the  Barbarians  of  every  age ;  but  in  Arabia  the 
kinfmen  of  the  dead  are  at  liberty  to  accept  the 
atonement,  or  to  exercife  with  their  own  hands 
the  law  of  retaliation.  The  refined  malice  of  the 
Arabs  refufes  even  the  head  of  the  murderer, 
fubftitutes  an  innocent  to  the  guilty  perfon,  and 
transfers  the  penalty  to  the  beft  and  moft  con- 
fideiable  of  the  race  by  whom  they  have  been  in- 
jured. If  he  falls  by  their  hands,  they  are  ex- 
pofed  in  their  turn  to  the  danger  of  reprifals,  the 

•  tf  Or,  according  to  another  account,  iaoo  (d'Herbelot,  BiWio- 
theqne  Orientate,  p.  75.) :  the  two  hiftoi  ians  who  wrote  of  the 
Ayam  al  Arab,  the  battles  of  the  Arabs,  lived  inr  the  ixttl  and  x,fc 
century.  The  famous  war  of  Da hes  and  Gabrah  was  occafioned  by 
two  horfes,  lafted  forty  ytars,  and  ended  in  a  proverb  (Pocock, 
Specimen ,  p.  4*0 « 

intereft 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE;  239 

iotereft  and  principal  of  the  bloody  debt  are  ac-  c  HA  p. 
cumulated ;  the  individuals  of  either  family  lead  a  >__    r-   f 
life  of  malice  and  fufpicion,  and  fifty  years  may 
fometimes  elapfe  before  the  account  of  vengeance 
be  finally  fettled37.     This  fanguinary  fpirit,   ig- 
norant  of  pity  or  forgivenefs,  has  been  moderated, 
however,   by  the   maxims  of  honour,   which  re- 
quire in  every  private  encounter  fome  decent  equa- 
lity of  age  and  ftrength,  of  numbers  and  weapons. 
An  annual  feftival  of  two,  perhaps  of  four,  months*  Annual 
was  obferved  by  the  Arabs   before  the  time  of 
Mahomet,  during  which  their  fwords  were   reli- 
gioufly  flieathed    both  in   foreign   and    domeftic 
hoftility ;  and  this  partial  truce  is  more  ftrongly 
expreffive  of  the  habits  of  anarchy  and  warfare 3*. 

But  the  fpirit  of  rapine   and  revenge  Was   at-  Their  fo- 
tempered  by  the  milder  influence  of  trade  and  lite?  jjficationa 
rature.     The  folitary  peninfula  is  encpmpaffed  toy  *nd  vir~ 
the  moil  civilized  nations  of  the  ancient  world  i 
the  merchant  is  the  friend  of  mankind :  and  the 
annual  caravans  imported  the  firft  feeds  of  know- 
ledge and  politenefs  into  the  cities,  and  even  the 
camps  of  the  defert.     Whatever  may  be  the  pedi- 
gree of  the  Arabs,  their  language  is  derived  from 

37  The  modern  theory  and  practice  of  the  Arabs  in  the  revenge 
of  murder,  are  defcribed  by  Niebuhr  (Defcription,  p.  *6 — 31.). 
The  hariher  features  of  antiquity  may  be  traced  in  'the  Koran,  c.  a. 
p.  ao.  c.  17.  p.  130.  with  Sale's  Obfervations. 

&  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  16.)  places  the  two  hoi  j 
months  about  the  fummer  folflice.  The  Arabians  confecratc  fou r 
months  of  the  year— the  firft,  feventh,  eleventh,  and  twelfth ;  and 
pretend,  that  in  a  long  feries  of  ages  the  truce  was  infringed  only 
Four  or  fix  times  (Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  147— 150.  and 
Notes  on  the  ixth  chapter  of  the  Koran,  p.  154,  &c.  Cafiri,  Bibliot! 
Hifpano- Arabics,  torn.  ii.  p.  ac,  ar.)» 

the 
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C  *A  p.  tbfe  feme  original  (tetk "tfith the Hebrew* theSyriae, 
i_  -i^-jf  tod  riiie  Ch&ldatan  txaigues;  the  independence  of 
the  tribe*  was  marfaed  by  their  peculiar  diale&s  *  $ 
but  each,  after  their  own,  allowed  a  juft  preference 
to  the  pure  mid  perfpricuous  idioiti  of  Mecca*  la 
Arabia,  as  well  afe  in  Greece,  the  perfe&ion  of  Jan«- 
gaage  <&«tftripped  the  refinement  -of  manners;  and 
her  fpftech  touid  dmrfify  the  fourfcore  names  of 
koney,  the  cw*>  hundred  of  a  ferpent,  the  five  hun- 
dred of  a  lion,  the  thoufand  of  a  fword*  at  a  time 
what  this  copious  dictionary  was  entrufted  to  the 
memory  of  an  illiterate  people.  The  monuments  of 
the  Homerites  were  inferibed  with  an  obfolete  and 
myflerious  chara£feer;  but  the  Cufic  letters,  die 
groundwork  of  the  prefent  alphabet,  were  in- 
vented on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates ;  and  the 
fecene  invention  was  taught  at  Mecca  by  a  ftranger 
who  fettled  in  that  city  after  the  birth  of  Mahomet. 
The  arts  of  grammar,  of  metre,  and  of  rhetoric, 
were  unknown  to  the  freeborn  eloquence  of  the 
Ar&biafttf ;  but  their  penetration  was  iharp,  their 
ftney  luxuriant,  their  wit  ftrong  and  fententtous4** 

39  Arran,  in  the  fecond  century,  remarks  (in  Pcriplo  Maris 
trythraei,  p.  n.  the  partial  or  total  difference  of  the  dialers  of  tht 
Arabs.  Their  language  and  letters  are  copioufly  trcar  ed  by  Pocock 
(Specimen,  p.  150— 154.),  Cafiri,  Bibliot.  Hifpano-Arabica^tora.i. 
p.  1.  Sj.  491.  torn.  ii.  p.  %s*  &c0>  antl  Niebuhr  (Defcription  dc 
VArabie,  p.  71—86.).  I  pafs  flightly  \  I  am  not  fond  of  repeating 
words  like  a  parrot. 

40  A  familiar  talc  In  Voltaire's  Zadig  (le  Chien  et  le  Cheval)  is  re- 
lated,  to  prove  the  natural  fagacity  of  the  Arabs  (d*Hcrbclot,  Bibliot* 
Orient,  p.  i»o,  zai.  Gagnier,  Vic  de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  37 — 46.)! 
but  d'Anrieux,  or  rather  LaRoque  (Voyage  dc  Paleftine,  p.  9*.), 
denies  the  boafted  ruperiority  of  the  Bedoweens.  The  one  hundred 
and  fixty-nine  fentences  of  XU  [tranflated  by  Ockley,  London* 
1718)  afford  a  juft  and  favourable  fpecimen  of  Arabian  wit. 

3  and 
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and  their  more  elaborate  compofitions  were  addreff- 
ed  with  energy  and  effeft  to  the  minds  of  their 
hearers.  The  genius  and  merit  of  a  rifing  poet  L°gtcrof 
was  celebrated  by  the  applaufe  of  his  own  and  the 
kindred  tribes.  A  folemn  banquet  was  prepared, 
and  a  chorus  of  women,  ftriking  their  tymbals, 
and  difplaying  the  pomp  of  their  nuptials,  fung  in 
the  prefence  of  their  foris  and  hufbands  the  felicity 
of  their  native  tribe;  that  a  champion  had  now 
appeared  to  vindicate  their  rights ;  that  a  herald 
had  raifed  his  voice  to  immortalife  their  renown. 
The  diftant  or  hoftile  tribes  reforted  to  an  annual 
fair,  which  was  abolifhed  by  the  fanaticifm  of  the 
firft  Moflems  ;  a  national  afTembly  that  muft  have 
contributed  to  refine  and  harmomfe  the  Barbarians. 
Thirty  days  were  employed  in  the  exchange,  not 
only  of  corn  and  wine,  but  of  eloquence  and 
poetry.  The  prize  Was  difputed  by  the  generous 
emulation  of  the  bards  ;  the  victorious  performance 
was  depofited  in  the  archives  of  princes  and  emirs ; 
and  we  may  read  in  ouf  own  language,  the  feven 
original  poems  which  were  infcribed  in  letters  of 
gold,  and  fufpended  in  the  temple  of  Mecca  4\  The 
Arabian  poets  were  the  hiftorians  and  moralifts  of 
the  age ;  and  if  they  fympathifed  with  the  pre- 
judices, they  infpired  and  crowned  the  virtues,  of 
their  countrymen.     The  indiffoluble  union  of  ge- 

41  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  158— x6i.)  and  Cafiri  (Bibliot  Hifpano- 
Aiabica,  torn.  i.  p.  48.  84,  &c.  119.  torn.  ii.  p.  17,  &c.)  fpeak  of  the 
Arabian  poets  before  Mahomet ;  the  feven  poems  of  the  Caaba  have 
been  publifhed  in  Englifh  by  Sir  William  Jones  j  but  his  honourable 
million  to  India  has  deprived  us  of  .his  own  notes,  far  more  inte- 
refting  than  the  obfeure  and  obfolete  text. 

Vol.  IX.  R  .  nerofity 
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chap,  pterqfity  and  valour  .was  tke  darling  theme  of  tf^r 
f_  _  '  ,  i  faflg*  and  when  thqy  pointed  theij:  keeneft  fatire 
fgainflt  $  defpkaWe  ra<;e,  they  affirmed,  in  the 
hittei^iefs  of  reproach,  that  the  men  knew  not 
Examples,  how  to  give,  nor  the  women  to  deny4*.  The 
fity.Cncr°"  .^W^  hcipitaSty,  which  was  pra£ti(ed  by  Abraham 
and  celebrated  by  Corner,  is  flill  renewed  in  the 
camps  of  the  Arah$*  The  ferocious  #edow.eensr 
Jthe  terror  of  thg  defert,  embrace,  without  inr 
quiry  or  hefitation,  the  ftranger  who  dares  to  confide 
in  their  honour  and  to  enter  their  tent.  His  treat- 
ment is  kind  and  refpefitful;  he  fhares  the  wealth. 
or  the  poverty,  of  his  hoft;  and,  after  a  needful 
repofe,  b,e  is  difmifled  on  his  way,  with  thanks* 
with  bleffings,  and  perhaps  ^th  gifts.  The  heart 
and  hand  are  more  largely  expanded  by  the  wanu 
of  a  brother  or  a  friend ;  but  the  heroic  ads  that 
pould  deferve  the  public  applaufe,  muft  have  furr 
paffed  the  ijarrow  meafure  of  difcretion  and  expe- 
rience. A  dilp^te  had  arifen,  ^ho,  among  the 
citizens  of  tylecpa,  Was  entitled  to  the  pri^e  of 
generality ;  and  a  fucceffiye  application  w^s  made 
to  the  three  who  were  deemed  molt  worthy  of  the 
trial.  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Abbas,  had  under- 
taken a  diftant  journey,  and  his  foot  was  in  the 
ftirrup  when  he  heard  the  voice  of  a  fupplianty 
"  O  fon  of  the  uncle  of  the  apoftle  of  God,  I  am 
"  a  traveller,  and  in  diftrefs !"  He  inftantly  dif- 
mounted  to  prefent  the  pilgrim  with  his  camel, 
her  rich  caparifon,  and  a  purfe  of  four  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  excepting  only  the  fword,  either  for 
its  intrinfic  value,  or  as  the  gift  of  an  honoured 

**  Sak's  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  29,  30. 

kiafman- 
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kinfman.  The  fervant  of  Kais  informed  the  fe«  Cha p. 
cond  fuppliant  that  his  matter  was  afleep ;  but  he  ^  *  ^ 
immediately  added,  "  Here  is  a  purfe  of  feven 
"  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  (it  is  all  we  have  in  the 
"  houfe),  and  here  is  an  order,  that  will  entitle 
*  you  to  a  camel  and  a  flave:"  the  mafter,  as 
foon  as  he  awoke,  praifed  and  enfranchifed  his  faith- 
ful fteward,  with  a  gentle  reproof,  that  by  refpeCU 
ing  his  flumbers  he  had  (tinted  his  bounty.  Hie 
third  of  thefe  heroes,,  the  blind  Arabah,  at  the 
hour  of  prayer,  was  fupporting  his  fteps  on  the 
ihoulderB  of  two  flaves.  "  Alas  !,f  he  replied,  "  my 
w  coffers  are  empty !  but  thefe  you  may  fell ;  if 
"  you  refufe,  I  renounce  them."  At  thefe  words, 
pufhing  away  the  youths,  he  groped  along  the  *walt 
with  his  ftaff.  The  chara&er  of  Hatem  is  the  per- 
fe&  model  of  Arabian  virtue43 ;  he  was  brave  and 
liberal,  an  eloquent  poet  and  a fuccefsful  robber: 
forty  camels  were  roafted  at  his  hofpitable  feaft  £ 
and  at  the  prayer  of  a  fuppliant  enemy,  he  reftor- 
ed  both  the  captives  and  die  fpoil.  The  freedom 
of  his  countrymen  difdained  the  laws  of  juftice: 
they  proudly  indulged  the  fpontaneous  impulfe  of 
pity  and  benevolence. 

The  religion  of  the  Arabs44,  as  well  as  of  the  Ancient 
Indians,  confifted  in  the  worfhip  of  the  fun,  the  ldolatIT* 

moon, 

+i  D'Hcrbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  458.  Gagnicr,  Vie  de  Maho- 
met, torn.  iii.  p.  iz8  Caab  and  Hefnus  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  43, 
46.  4&»)  were  tikewifc  confpicuone  for  their  liberality*  and  the  lat- 
ttr  is  elegantly  praifed  by  an  Arabian  poet:  "  VidebU  cum  cum 
accefleris  exMrttaotem,  ac  fi  dare*  illi  quod  ab  illo  petis." 

'*+  Whatever  can  now  be  known  of  the  idolatry  of  the  ancient  • 
Arabians,  may  be  found  in  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  89^-1 36.  163, 

R»  164.). 
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C  HlA  P  moon>  and  the  fixed  ftars,  a  primitive  and  fpeci- 
ous  mode  of  fuperftition.  The  bright  luminaries 
of  the  iky  difplay  the  vifible  image  of  a  Deity  :  their 
number  and  diftance  convey  to  a  philofophic,  or 
even  a  vulgar  eye,  the  idea  of  boundlefs  fpace : 
the  chara&er  of  eternity  is  marked  on  thefe  folid 
globes,  that  feem  incapable  of  corruption  or  decay : 
the  regularity  of  their  ihotions  may  be  afcribed  to  a 
principle  of  reafon  or  inftindfc;  and  their  real  or 
imaginary  influence  encourages  the  vain  belief  that 
the  earth  and  its  inhabitants  are  the  obje&  of  their 
peculiar  care.  The  fcience  of  aftronomy  was  cul- 
tivated at  Babylon ;  but  the  fchooi  of  the  Arabs 
was  a  clear  firmament  and  a  naked  plain.  In  their 
no&urnal  marches,  they  fleered  by  the  guidance 
of  the  ftars:  their  names,  and  order,  and  daily 
ftation,  were  familiar  to  the  curiofity  and  devotion 
of  the  Bedoween ;  and  he  was  taught  by  experience 
to  divide  in  twenty-eight  parts,  the  zodiac  of  the 
moon,  and  to  blefs  the  conftellations  who  refrefhed, 
with  falutary  rains,  the  thirft  of  the  defers  The 
reign  of  the  heavenly  orbs  could  not  be  extended 
beyond  the  vifible  fphere;  and  fome  metaphyfical 
powers  were  neceflary  to  fuftain  the  tranfmigration 
of  fouls  and  the  refurre&ion  of  bodies :  a  camel 
was  left  to  perifh  on  the  grave,  that  he  might  ferve 
his  mafter  in  another  life;  and  the  invocation  of 
departed  fpirits  implies  that  they  were  ftill  endowed 
with  confcioufnefs  and  power,  I  am  ignorant,  and 
I  am  carelefs,  of  the  blind  mythology  of  the  Bar- 

164.).  His  profound  erudition  is  more  clearly  and  concifely  in- 
terpreted by  Sale  (Trcliminary  Difcourfc,  p.  14 — 24.)?  an(*  Alfc- 
manni  (Bibliot  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.  580— 590.)  has  added  fome  va- 
luable remarks. 

bariansj 
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barians  ;  of  the  local  deities,  of  the  ftars,  the  air,  C.H  A  p. 
and  the  earth,  of  their  fex  or  titles,  their  attri-  i~. ■„■-/. . 
butes  or  fubordination.  Each  tribe,  each  family, 
each  independent  warrior,  created  and  changed  the 
rites  and  the  objeft  of  his  fontaftic  worfhip ;  but 
the  nktion,  in  every  age,  has  bowed  to  the  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  to  the  language,  of  Mecca.  The  TheCaaba 
genuine  antiquity  of  the  Caaba  afcends  beyond  ^  Mecca. 
the  Chriftian  aera :  in  defcribing  the  coaft  of  the 
Red  Sea,  the  Greek  hiftorian  Diodorus 4S  has  re- 
marked, between  the  Thamudites  and  the  Sabaeans, 
a  famous  temple,  whofe  fuperior  fan&ity  was  re- 
vered by  all  the  Arabians :  the  linen  or  filken 
veil,  which  is  annually  renewed  by  the  Turkifh  em- 
peror, was  firft  offered  by  a  pious  king  of  the  Ho- 
merites;  who  reigned  feven  hundred  years  before  the 
time  of  Mahomet  *.  A  tent  or  a  cavern  might  fuffice 
for  the  worfhip  of  the  favages,  but  an  edifice  of 
(tone  and  clay  has  been  ere&ed  in  its  place ;  and 
the  art  and  power  of  the  monarchs  of  the  Eafl 
have  bear  confined  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  original 

4S  Ifgot  ayivrarot  i^vtjki  Tipvfiirov  tiw  varrw  A{u(3o9  irggflrorefo, 
(Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  i.  1.  iii.  p.  au.)«  The  character  and  pofition 
are  fo  correctly  appofite,  that  I  am  furprifed  how  this  curious  paf- 
fagc  fhould  have  been  read  without  notice  or  application.  Yet  this 
famous  temple  had  been  overlooked  by  Agatharcides  (de  Man 
Rubra,  p.  58.  in  Hudfon,  torn,  i.),  whom  Diodorus  copies  in  the 
reftof  the  defer ipti on.  Was  the  Sicilian  more  knowing  than  the 
Egyptian  ?  Or  was  the  Caaba  built  between  the  years  of  Rome 
650  and  746,  the  dates  of  their  refpeclive  hiftories?  (Dodwcll,  in 
DiflTert.  ad  torn.  i.  Hudfon,  p.  7a.  Fabric* us,  Bibliot;  Groec.  torn,  ii, 
p.  770.). 

^  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  60,  61 .  From  the  death  of  Mahomet  we 
aicend  to  68,  from  his  birth  to  119,  years,  before  the  Chriftian  sera. 
The  veil  or  curtain,  which  is  now  of  filk  and  gold,  was  no  more 
than  a  piece  of  Egyptian  linen  (Abulfeda,  in  Vit.'  Mohammed,  c.  6. 
p.  14.}. 

R  3  model. 
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model  4\  A  fpacious  portico  inctofes  the  qua- 
drangle of  the  Caaba ;  a  fquare  chape?,  twenty- 
four  cubits  long,  twenty-three  broad,  and  twenty- 
feven  high :  a  door  and  a  window  admit  the  Kght ; 
the  double  roof  is  fupported  by  three  pHlars  of 
wood  j  a  fpout  (now  of  gold)  difcharge&  the  rain-- 
water, and  the  well  Zemzem  is  prote&ed  by*  a 
dome  from  accidental  pollution.  The  tribe  of  Ko- 
reifli,  by  fraud  or  force,  had  acquired  the  cuftody 
of  the  Caaba:  the  facerdotal  office  devolved- through 
four  lineal  defcents  to  the  grandfather  of  Ma- 
homet ;  and  the  family  of  the  Hafliemites,  from 
whence  he  fprung,  was  the  mofl  refpeftable  and 
facred  in  the  eyes  of  their  country 4'.  The  pre- 
cin&s  of  Mecca  enjoyed  the  rights  of  fanftuary; 
and,  in  the  laft  month  of  each  year,  the  city  and 
the  temple  were  crowded  with  a  long  train  of  pil- 
grims, who  prefented  their  vows  and  offerings  in 
the  houfe  of  God:  The  fame  rites,  which  are  now 
accompliflied  by  the  faithful  Mufulmair,  were  in- 
vented and  pra&ifed  by  the  fuperftition  of  the  ido- 
laters. At  an  awful  diflance  they  caft  away  their 
garments :  feven  times,  with  hafty  fteps*  they  en* 
cirlced  the  Caaba,  and  kiffed  the    black  flone: 

47  The  original  plan  of  the  Caaba  (which  is  fervilely  copied  in 
Sale,  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  &c.)  was  a.  Turkifh  draught,  whibb  Re- 
land  (de  Religion e  Mohammedica,  p.  113— 1*3.)  has  corrected  and 
explained  from  the  bed  authorities.  For  the  defcription  and  legend 
of  the  Caaba,  canfult  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  115—112,),  the  Biblio- 
theque  Orientale  of  d'Herbelot  (Caaba,  Hagir,  Ztmzem,  &c),  and 
Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  114—122.). 

4s  Cofa,  the  fifth  anceftor  of  Mahomet,  muft  have  ufurped  the 
Caaba  A.  D.  440 ;  but  the  ftory  is  differently  told  by  Jannabi  (Gag- 
nier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  65—69.)  and  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit 
Moham.  c.  6.  p.  13.)- 

"'       feven 
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fcven  rimes  they  vifi ted  and  adored  the  adjacent  chap. 
mountains ;  feven  times  they  threw  ftones  into  the  c^v-^J 
valley  of  Mina ;  and  the  pilgrimage  was  atchieved* 
as  at  the  prefeiit  hour,  by  a  facrifice  of  flieep.fthd 
camels,  and  the  burial  of  their  hair  and  nails  in 
the  confecrated  ground*  Each  tribe  either  found 
or  introduced  in  the  Caaba  their  domdlic  worihip : 
the  temple  was  adorned,  or  defiled,  with  three 
hundred  and  forty  idols  of  men,  eagles,  lions,  and 
antelopes ;  and  mod  confpicuous  was  the  ftatue  of 
Hebal,  of  red  agate,  holding  in  his  hand  feven  ar- 
rows, without  heads  or  feathers,  the  inftruments 
and  fymbols  of  profane  divination.  But  this  flatu^ 
was  a  monument  of  Syrian  arts :  the  devotibri  of 
the  ruder  ages  was  content  with  a  pillar  or  a  tablet ; 
and  the  rocks  of  the  defert  were  hewn  into  gods 
or  altafrs,  in  itnitation  of  the  black  {lone4'  of 
Mecca,  which  is  deeply  tainted  with  the  reproach 
of  an  idolatrous  origin.  From  Japan  to  Peru,  Sacrifices 
the  ufe  of  facrifice  has  univerfally  prevailed ;  and 
the  votary  has  exprefled  his  gratitude,  or  fear,  by 
deftrdying  or  confuming,  in  honour  of  the  gods, 
the  deareft  and  moll  precious  of  their  gifts.  The 
life  of  a  man 50  is  the  molt  precious  oblation  to  depre- 
cate 

49  In  the  fecond  century,  Ma*imus  of  Tyre  attributes  to  the 
Arab*   the  Worihip  of  a   ftbne— A^g*o»  ct&s<n  /*»,  o»n,a  h  «* 

ot£a,    T«    h    ayaXfux   uA»»;   A»8o<  nt  rtT%aya*Q<;  (diflert.  viii.  tom.  !. 

p.  14s.  edit,  Reifke)  ;  and  the  reproach  is  furioufly  re-echoed  by  the 
Chriftiafift  (Clemens  Alex,  in  Protreptico,  p.  40.  Arnobius  contra 
Gentes,l.vi.  p.  446.).  Yet  thefe  ftones  were  no  other  than  the 
0«m*«  of  Syria  and  Greece,  fo  renowned  in  facred  and  profane 
antiquity  (Eufeb.  Pr*J>.  Evangel,  l.i.  p.37.Marftiari,Canon.Chron. 

p.  54~5*0- 

50  The,  two  horrid  fubjeds  of  Attyoflwn*  and  nWoBvcrMr,  are  ac- 
curately difcuflcd  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Mariham  (Canon.  Chron. 

R  4  P-  76— 


and  rites. 
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C  Hl*  P'  cate  a  PU^^C  c^31™^ :  *e  a^tars  of  Phoenicia 
and  Egypt,  of  Rome  and  Carthage,  have  been 
polluted  with  human  gore  :  the  cruel  pra&ice  was 
long  preferved  among  the  Arabs  ;  in  the  third  cen- 
tury, a  boy  was  annually  facrificed-  by  the  tribe  of 
the  Dumatians SI ;  and  a  royal  captive  was  pioufly 
flaughtered  by  the  prince  of  the  Saracens,  the  ally 
and  foldier  of  the  emperor  Juftinian  $\  A  parent 
who  drags  his  fon  to  the  altar,  exhibits  the  mod 
painful  and  fublime  effort  of  fanaticifm :  the  deed, 
or  the  intention,  was  fan&ified  by  the  example  of 
faints  and  heroes;  and  the  lather  of  Mahomet 
limfelf  was  devoted  by  a  rafli  vow,  and  hard- 
ly ranfomed  for  the  equivalent  of  an  hundred 
camels.  In  the  time  of  ignorance,  the  Arabs, 
like  the  Jews  and  Egyptians,  abftiined  from 
the   tafte    of  fwine's    flefh53}    they    circumcift 

p.  76—78-  301—304.)-  Sanchoniatho  derives  the  Phoenician  facrifices 
from  the  example  of  Chronus ;  bnt  we  are  ignorant  whether  Chronus 
lived  before  or  after  Abraham,  or  indeed  whether  he  lived  at  alt. 

5»  Kan9  it**  ixorov  wail*  i0uo>,  is  the  reproach  of  Porphyry;  but  he 
like  wife  imputes  to  the  Roman  the  fame  barbarous  cuftom,  which, 
A-  U.  C.  657,  had  been  finally  abolifhed.  Dumztha,  Daumat  al 
Gendal,  is  noticed  by  Ptolemy  (Tabul.  p.  37,  Arabia,  p.  9—19.) 
^nd  Abulfeda  (p.  57.)  j  and  may  be  found  in  dAnville's  maps,  in  the 
jnid-defert  between  Chaibar  and  Tadmor. 

s*  Procopiqs  (dc  Beil.Perfico,l.i.  ct28.).Evagrms  (l.vi.c.*i.),and 
Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  72. 86.),atteft  the  human  facrifices  of  the  Arabs 
in  the  vilk  century.  The  danger  and  efcape  of  Abdallah,  is  a  tradi- 
tion rather  than  a  faft  (Gagnier,  Viede  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  82— ?4-% 

»  Suillis  carnibus  abftinent,  fays  Solinus  (Polyhiftor.  c.  33 .)>  who 
copies  Pliny  (1.  viii.  c.  68)  in  the  ftrange  fuppofition,  that  hogs  can- 
not  live  in  Arabia.  The  Egyptians  were  actuated  by  a  natural  and 
fuperftitious  horror  for  that  unclean  beaft  (MaWham,  Canon,  p.  105.). 
Tbe  old  Arabians  likewifc  praclifcd,  foj  coiium,  the  rite  of  ablution 

(Jfcrodot, 
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cd $+  their  children  at  the  age  of  puberty :  the  c  B  A  ?• 
fame  cuftoms,  without  the  cenfure  or  the  precept  t_  J-l_f 
of  the  Koran,  have  been  filently  tranfmitted  to  their 
pofterity  and  profelytes.  It  has  been  fagacioufly 
conje&ured,  that  the  artful  legiflator  indulged  the 
ftubborn  prejudices  of  his  countrymen.  It  is  more 
fimpie  to  believe  that  he  adhered  to  the  habits  and 
opinions  of  his  youth,  without  forefeeing  that  a 
pra&ice  congenial  to  the  climate  of  Mecca,  might 
become  ufelefs  or  inconvenient  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  or  the  Volga. 

Arabia  was  free:  the  adjacent  kingdoms  were  JntroHuc- 
fhaken  by  the  ftorms  of  conqueft  and  tyranny,  and  Sabian*. 
the  perfecuted  fe&&  fled  to  the  happy  land  where 
they  might  profefs  what  they  thought,  and  pra&ife 
what  they  profeffed.  The  religions  of  the  Sabians 
and  Magians,  of  the  Jews  and  Christians,  were 
diffeminated  from  the  Perfian  Gulf  to  the  Red  Sea. 
In  st  remote  period  of  antiquity,  Sabianifm  was 
diffufed  over  Afia  by  the  fcience  of  the  Chaldeans $s 
and  the  arms  of  the  Aflyrians.  From  the  obferva? 
tions  of  two  thfcufand  years,  the  priefts  and  aftro- 

(Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  So.)>  which  is  fanclifted  by  the  Mahometan  law 
(RclaiKl,  p.  75,  &c.  Chardio,  or  rather  the  Mollab  of  Shaw  Abbas, 
torn.  iv.  p.  71,  &c.) 

54  The  Mahometan  doctors  are  not  fond  of  the  fubject ;  yet  they 
hold  circumcifion  neceflary  to  falvation,  and  even  pretend  that  Ma- 
homet was  miracnloufly  born  without  a  fore(kin  (Pocock,  Speci- 
men, p.  319,  310.  Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  106,  107.). 

J5  Diodorus  8iculus  (torn,  i  1.  fi.  p- 142—1450  has  caft  on  their 
religion  the  curious  but  fuperficial  glance  of  a  Greek.    Their  aftro- 
nomy  would  be  far  more  valuable :  they  had  looked  through  the  • 
telefcope  of  reafon,  fince  they  could  doubt  whether  the  fun  were  in 
the  number  of  the  planets  or  of  the  fixed  ftars, 

nomcort- 
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nomef  s  of  Babylon *  deduced  the  eternal  laws  of 
nature  and  providence.  They  adored  the  feven 
gods  or  angels  who  dire&ed  the  courfe  of  the  feven 
planets,  and  flied  their  irrefiftible  influence  on  the 
£arthi  The  attributes  of  the  feven  planets,  with 
the  twelve  figns  of  the  zodiac,  and  the  twenty* 
four  conftellations  of  the  northern  and  fouthern 
hemifphere,  were  reprefented  by  images  and  talif- 
mans  j  the  feven  days  of  the  week  were  dedicated  to 
their  refpe&ive  deities;  the  Sabians  prayed  thrice 
each  day ;  and  the  temple  of  the  moon  at  Haran 
was  the  term  of  their  pilgrimage  ".  But  the  flexible 
genius  of  their  faith  was  always  ready  either  to 
teach  or  to  learn :  in  the  tradition  of  the  creation, 
the  deluge,  and  the  patriarchs,  they  held  a  Angu- 
lar agreement  with  their  Jewifli  captives';  they  ap- 
pealed to  the  fecret  books  of  Adam,  Seth,  and 
Enoch ;  and  a  flight  infufion  of  the  gofpel  has 
transformed  the  laft  remnant  of  the  Polytheifts*into 
the  Chriftians  of  St.  John,  in  the  territory  of  Baf- 
The  Ma-    f0ra  5\    The  altars  of  Babylon  were  overturned 

by 

J*  Simplicins  (who  quotes  Porphyry),  de  Caelo,  1.  it.  com.  xTvi. 
J>.  i*3-  lin.  1 8.  apud  Mariham,  Canon.  Chroir.  p.  474.  who  doubts 
the  fad,  becaufe  it  is  adverfe  to  his  fyftems.  The  carfieft  date  of 
the  Chaldean  observation*  is  the  year  1&34  before  Chrift.^  Afterthe 
conqueft  of  Babylon  by  Alexander,  they  were  communicated,  at  the 
requeft  of  Ariftotle,  to  the  aftronomer  '^lipparchus.  What  a  mo- 
ment in  the  annak  of  fcience ! 

57  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  138— 14*«)>  Hottinger  (Hrft.  Oriental. 
p.  i6»— 103. ),  Hyde  (de  Religk>ne|Vet.  Perfanim,p.ia4-  n8,&c.), 
d'Herbelot  (Saii,  p.  715,  7«6.)»  and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe, 
p.  14, 15  ),  rather  excite  than  gratify  our  curiofity ;  and  the  laft  of 
thefe  writers  confounds  Sabianifm  with  the  primitive  religion  of  the 
Arabs. 

j»  D'Anville  (l'Euphrates  de  le  Tigre,  p.  130— '147. )  will  fix  the 
pofition  of  thefe  ambiguovs  Chriftians;  Aflcmannus  (Bibliot.  Ori- 

ental. 
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by  the  Magians ;  but  the  injuries  of  the  Sabians  c  *  A  p- 
were  revenged  bf  the  fword  of  Alexander ;  Perfiar  v^-v^ 
groaned  above  five  hundred  year*  under  a  foreign 
yoke ;  and  the  poreft  difciples  of  Zoroafter  efeaped 
from  the  contagion  of  idolatry,  and  breathed  with 
their  adverfaries  the  freedom  of  the  defert5*.    Seven  Tnejewt. 
hundred  years  before  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the 
Jews  were  fettled  in  Arabia:    and  a  fer  greater 
multitude  was  expelled  from  the  holy  land  in  the 
wars  of  Titus  and  Hadrian*    The  induftrious  exiles 
afpired  to  liberty  and  power:    they  erefted  fyna-     . 
gogues  in  the  cities  and  caftles  in  the  wildernefs, 
and  their  Gentile  converts  were  confounded  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  whom  theyvrefembled  in  the 
outward   mark  of  circumcifion.     The  Chriftian  ThcChrif- 
miffionaries  were  flill  more  a&ive  and  fuccefsful :    *"*' 
the  Catholics  aflbrted  their  univerfal   reign ;    the 
fcfts  whom  they  opprefled  fucceffively  retired  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Rjoman  empire ;  the  Mar- 
donites  and  the  Manichseans  difperfed  their  pban- 
ufiic    opinions    and    apocryphal    gofpete;     the 
churches  of  Yemen,  and  the  princes  of  Hira  and 
Gafian,  were  inftru&ed  in  a  purer  creed  by  the  Ja- 
cobite and  Neftorian  bifliops  6o.      The  liberty  of 

ental.  torn.  iv.  p.  607—614.)  may  explain  their  tenets.  But  it  is  a 
flippcry  talk  to  afcertain  the  creed  of  an  ignorant  people,  afraid  and 
aJhamed  to  difdofe  their  fecret  traditions. 

»  The  Magi  were  fixed  in  the  province  of  Bahrein  (Gagnter,  Vie 
de  Mahomet,  torn.  Hi.  p.  ii40>  and  mingled  with  the  old  Arabians 
(Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  146—150.). 

60  The  ftate  of  the  Jews  and  Christians  in  Arabia  is  defcribed  by 
Pocock  from  Sbareftani,  Sec.  (Specimen*  p.  00. 134,  Sec.),  Hettin- 
ger (Hift.  Orient,  p.  »i»— >%$9.)t  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  474v 
—476.),  Bafnage  (Hift.  des  Juitfs,  torn.  vii.  p.  1S5.  torn.  viii.  p.  *So.),  * 
and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  »a,  &c  33,  &c.). 

choice 
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choice  was  prefented  to  the  tribes :  each  Arab 
was  free  to  eleft  or  to  compofe  his  private  religion : 
and  the  rude  fuperftition  of  his  houfe  was  mingled 
with  the  fublime  theology  of  faints  and  philofo- 
phers.  A  fundamental  article  of  faith  was  incul- 
cated by  the  confent  of  the  learned  ftrangers ;  the 
exiftence  of  one  fupreme  God,  who  is  exalted 
above  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth,  but  who 
has  often  revealed  himfelf  to  mankind  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  his  angels  and  prophets,  and  whofe  grace 
or  juftice  has  interrupted,  by  feafonable  miracles, 
the  order  of  nature*  The  mod  rational  of  the 
Arabs  acknowledged  his  power,  though  they  he- 
glefted  his  worfhip 61  i  and  it  was  habit  rather  than 
convi&ion  that  ftili  attached  {hem  to  the  relics  of 
idolatry.  The  Jews  and  Chriftians  were  the  people 
of  the  book ;  the  bible  was  already  tranflated  into 
the  Arabic  language61,  and  the  volume  of  the  old 
teftament  was  accepted  by  the  concord  of  thefe  im- 
placable enemies.  In  the  ftory  of  the  Hebrew 
patriarchs,  the  Arabs  were  pleafed  to  difcover  the 
fathers  of  their  nation.    They  applauded  the  birth 

•»  In  tneir  offerings,  it  was  a  maxim  to  defraud  God  for  the  profit 
of  the  idol,  not  a  more  potent,  but  a  more  irritable  patron  (Pocock, 
Specimen,  p.  xof,  109.)* 

•*  Our  verGon*  now  extant,  whether  Jewifh  or  Chriftian,  appear 
more  recent  than  the  Koran  j  but  the  exiftence  of  a  prior  translation 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  1.  From  the  perpetual  pra&ice  of  the  fyna- 
gogue,  of  expounding  the  Hebrew  leffon  by  a  paraphrafe  in  theyulgar 
tongue  of  the  country,  a.  From  the  analogy  ofjhe  Armenian,  Per- 
nan,  JEthiopx  verfions,  exprefsly  quoted  by  the  fathers  of  the  6fth 
century,  who  aflert  that  the  Scriptures  were  tranQated  into  all  the 
Barbaric  languages  (Walton,  Prolegomena  ad  Biblia  Polyglot,  p.  34. 
93— 97.  Simon,  Hift.  Critique  duV.  etdu  N.  Teftamcnt,  torn,  u 
ft  **q*  ifi,  aSa— a$6. 293. 305!  306.  torn,  it.  p.  20$.), 

and 
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and  promifes  of  Ifmael;    revered   the   faith   and  CHAP. 
virtue  of  Abiaham  ;  traced  his  pedigree  and  their  -^r-y- u_r 
own  to  the  creation  of  the  firft  man,  and  imbibed 
with  equal  credulity,  the  prodigies  of  the  holy  text, 
and    the   dreams    and    traditions   of   the  Jewifh 
rabbis. 

The  bafe  and  plebeian  origin  of  Mahomet  is  an  Birth  and 
unfkilful  cakmny  of  the  Chriftians 6J,  who  exalt  3"£ho- 
inftead  of  degrading  the  merit  of  their  adverfary.  met,  AJ). 
His  defcent  from  Ifmael  was  a  national  privilege 
or  fable ;  but  if  the  firft  fteps  of  the  pedigree  **  are 
dark  and  doubtful,  he  could  produce  many  gene- 
rations of  pure  and  genuine  nobility :  he  fprung 
from  the  tribe  of  Koreifh  and  the  family  of  Ha- 
(hem,  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Arabs,  the  princes 
of  Mecca,  and  the  hereditary  guardians  of  the 
Caaba.  The  grandfather  of  Mahomet  was  Abdol 
Motalleb,  the  fou  of  Hafhem,  a  wealthy  and  ge- 
nerous citizen,  who  relieved  the  diftrefs  of  fa- 
mine with  the  fupplies  of  commerce.  Mecca, 
which  had  been  fed  by  the  liberality  of  the  father, 
was  laved  by  the  courage  of  the  fon.  The  king- 
dom of  Yemen  was  fubjeft  to  the  Chriftian  princes 

6»  In  co  conreniunt  omnes,  ut  plebeio  vilique  genere  ortrim,  Src. 
(Hottinger,  Hift.  Orient-  p.  136.)-  Yet  Theophanes,  the  moft  an- 
cient of  the  Greeks,  and  the  father  of  many  a  lie,  confefles  that  Ma- 
homet was  of  the  race  of  Ifmael,  i*  /*•»*  ymxanxr^  p vXr*  (Chrono- 
graph, p.  *77-)- 

6*  Alpifeda  (in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  t,  a.)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de 
Mahomet,  p.  15—97.)  defcribe  the  popular  and  approved  genealogy 
of  the  prophet.  At  Mecca,  I  would  not  difpute  its  authenticity :  at 
Laufannc,  I  will  venture  to  obferve,  1.  That  from  Ifmael  to  Maho? 
met,  a  period  of  3500  years,  they  reckon  thirty,  inftead  of  feventy- 
fi re  generations,  a.  T/xit  the  modern  Bedoweens- are  ignorant  of 
their  hiltory  and  carekfc  of  their  pedigree  (Voyage  d'Arvieux, 
P»  10©.  103.). 

of 
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C  HA  p.  of  Abyffinia:  their  vafial  Abrahah  was  provoked 
by  aa  infult  to  avenge  the  honour  of  the  crofs ;  and 


tfre  holy  city  was  inverted  by  a  train  of  elephants 
and  an  army  of  Africans.  A  treaty  was  propofed ; 
and  in  the  firft  audience,  the  grandfather  of  Ma- 
homet demanded  the  reftitution  of  his  cattle.  "  And 
4<  why/'  faid  Abrahah,  "  do  you  not  rather  implore 
"  my  clemency  in  favour  of  your  temple,  which  I 
•  «  have  threatened  to  deftroy  ?"  "  Becaufe/'  re- 
plied the  intrepid  chief,  "  the  cattle  is  my  own : 
"  (he  Caaba  belongs  to  the  gods,  and  they  will  de- 
«  fend  their  houfe  from  injury  and  facrilege/'  The 
want  of  proviik>n6,  or  the  valour  of  the  Koreifli, 
compelled  the  Abyflinians  to  a  difgraceful  retreat ; 
their  difcomfiture  has  been  adorned  with  a  miracu- 
lous flight  of  birds,  who  fhowered  down  Hones  on 
the  heads  of  the  infidels  ;  and  the  deliverance  was 
long  commemorated  by  the  eera  of  the  elephant65. 
Deliver-  The  glory  of  Abdol  Motalleb  was  crowned  with  do- 
Mecca,  meftic  happinefs,  his  life  was  prolonged  to  the  age 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  years,  and  he  became  the 
father  of  fix  daughters  and  thirteen  fons.  His  bed 
beloved  Abdallah  was  the  mod  beautiful  and  mo 

«  The  feed  of  this  hiftory,  or  fable,  is  contained  in  the  cv**  chap- 
ter of  the  Koran ;  and  Gagnier  (in  Pracfat.  ad  Vit.  Moham.  p.  i8,  &c.) 
has  tranflated  the  hitforical  narrative  of  Abulfeda,  which  may  be 
Uluftrated  from  d'Herbelot.  (Bibliot.  Orientate,  p.  n.),  andPocock 
(Specimen,  p.  64. )•  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  48.)  calls  it  a 
lie  of  the  coinage  of  Mahomet;  but  Sale  (Koran,  p- 501—503.;, 
who  is  half  a  Mufulman,  attacks  the  incontinent  faith  of  the  Doctor 
Cor  believing  the  miracles  of  the  Delphic  Apollo.  Maracci  (Alcoran, 
tpm.  i.  part  ii.  p.  14-  toouii.  p.  8x3.)  afciibes  the  miracle  to  the 
devil,  and  extorts  from  the  Mahometans  the  confeiEon,  thai  God 
would  not  have  defended  agaiaft  the  Cbriftians  the  idols  of  the  Caaba. 

deft 
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deft  of  the  Arabian  youth  ;  and  in  the  firft  njgfct,  c  HLf >p* 
when  fye  consummated  hi*  marriage  with  Amina,  of 
the  noble  race  of  the  Zahrkes,  two  hundred  vir- 
gins are  {aid  to  have  expired  of  jealoyfy  ?nd  de- 
spair. Mahomei:,  or  more  properly  Mohammed, 
the  only  fon  of  Abdallah  and  Amioa,  was  born  at 
Mecca,  four  years  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  and 
two  months  after  the  defeat  of  the  Abyffinian?  6% 
whofe  vi&ary  would  have  introduced  into  the 
Caaba  the  religion  of  the  Christians.  In  his  early 
infancy,  he  was  deprived  of  his  father,  bis  mother, 
and  his  grandfather j  his  uncles  were  ftrpng  and 
numerous ;  and  in  the  divifion  of  the  inheritance, 
the  prphan's  (hare  was  reduced  to  five  camels  and 
an  ^Ethiopian  maidservant.  At  home  and  abroad, 
in  peace  £nd  war,  Abu  Taleb,  the  moft  refpedable 
of  his  uncles,  was  the  guide  and  guardian  of  his 
youth ;  in  has  twenty-fifth  year,  he  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  Cadijah,  a  rich  and  noble  widow  of 
Mecca,  who  foon  rewarded  his  fidelity  with  the 
gift  of  her  hand  and  fortune.  The  marriage  con- 
tract, in  the  firnple  ftyle  of  antiquity,  recites  the 
mutual  love  of  Mahomet  and  Cadijah ;  defcribes 
him  as  the  moft  accomplifhed  of  the  tribe  of  Ko 

w  The  (afeft  aras  of  Ahulfeda  (in  VH.  c.  i.  p.  *.),  of  Alexander, 
or  the  Greeks,  881,  of  Bocht  Nafer,  or  Nabonaffer,  1316,  equally 
lead  us  to  the  year  569.  The  old  Arabian  calendar  is  too  dark  anil 
uncertain  to  fupport  the  Benedictines  (Art  dc  verifier  les  Datef, 
p.  15.)*  who  from  the  day  of  the  month  and  week  deduce  a  new 
mode  of  calculation,  and  remove  the  birth  of  Mahomet  to  the  year 
of  Chrift  570,  the  10th  of  November.  Yet  this  date  would  agree 
with  the  year  881  of  the  Greeks,  which  is  afilgned  by  El  niacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p  s-)  and  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  xox-  and  Errata  Po- 
cock's  verfion).  While  we  refine  our  chronology,  it  is  poflible  that 
the  illiterate  prophet  was  ignorant  of  his  own  age, 

1  reifh j 
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CHAP,  reifli ;  and  ftipulates  a  dowry  of  twelve  ounces  of 

gold  and  twenty  camels,  which  was  fupplied  by  the 

liberality  of  his  \incle 67.     By  this  alliance,  the  fon 

of  Abdallah  was  reftored  to  the  ftation  of  his  an- 

ceftors ;  and  the  judicious  matron  was  content  with 

!  his  domeftic  virtues,  till,  in  the  fortieth  year  of 

his  age M,  he  aflumed  the  title  of  a  prophet,  and 

proclaimed  the  religion  of  the  Koran. 

Qnalifica-       According  to  the  tradition  of  his  companions, 

Jh°cnprof.     Mahomet  *  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  beauty  of  his 

I  Ph€t-         perfon,  an  outward  gift  which  is  feldom  defpifed, 

[  except  by  thofe  to  whom  it  has  been  refufed.     Be- 

i  fore  he  fpoke,  the  orator  engaged  on  his  fide  the 

i  affeftions  of  a  public  or  private  audience.     They 

applauded  his  commanding  prefence,  his  majeftic 

aipecl,    his  piercing  eye,    his  gracious  fmile,  his 

l  67  I  copy  the  honourable  teftimony  of  Abu  Takb  to  his  family 

and  nephew.  Laus  Dei,  qui  nos  a  ftirpe  Abrahami  et  lemine  If- 
maelis  conflituit,  et  nobis  regionem  facram  dedit,  et  nos  judices 
tiomifyibus  ftatuit.  Porro  Mohammed  filius  Abdullahi  ncpotis  mci 
'  (ntfas  mem)  quo  cum  ex  aequo  Ubrabitur  e  Koraifhidis  quifpiam  cui 
non  praeponderaturus  eft,  bonitate  et  excellentia,  et  intellect  et 
gloria  et  acuminc  etfi  opum  inops  fucrit  (et  ccrtc  opet  umbra  tran- 
fiens  funt  et  depofitum  quod  rcddi  debet),  defiderio  Chadijae  r.lie 
Chowailedi  Unetur,  ct  iila  viciflim  ipfius,  quicquid  autem  dotis  vice 
pctieritis,  ego  in  me  fufcipiam  (Pocock,  Specimen,  e  feptima  parte 
libri  Ebn  Hamduni). 

♦  <*  The  private  life  of  Mahomet,  from  his  birth  to  his  miffion,  is 
preferred  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  c.  3— 7.),  and  the  Arabian  writers  of 
genuine  or  apooyphal  note,  who  are  alleged  by  Hottingcr  (Hift. 
Orient,  p.  a«*4— *«»■)»  Maracti  (torn.  i.  p.  10—14.),  and  Gagnier 
(Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  97*— 134.), 

69  Abulfeda,  in  Vit.  c  Ixv,  Ix^i  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  to\n.  "'• 
p.  27 z — 289.  j  the  bcft  tradition,  of  the  perfon  and  convcrmtot  of 
the  prophet  are  derived  from  Aycfha,  Ali  and  Abu  Horaira"{UhcAcr, 
torn.  ii.  p-  267.  Ocklcy*s  Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.%4^.)»  ?ur- 
uamed  the  father  of  a  cat,  who  died  in  the  year  59  of  tMUMiri. 
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flowing  beard,  his  countenance  that  painted  every  c  ha  *• 
fenfarion  of  the  foul,  and  his  geftures  that  enforced 
each  expreffion  of  the  tongue.  In  the  familiar 
offices  of  life  he  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  the  grave 
and  ceremonious  politenefs  of  his  eountry:  his 
refpedful  attention  to  the  rich  and  powerful  was 
dignified  by  his  condefcenfion  and  affobility  to  the 
pooreft  citizens  of  Mecca :  the  franknefs  of  his 
manner  concealed  the  artifice  of  his  views $  and 
the  habits  of  courtefy  were  imputed  to  perfonal 
friendfhip  or  univerfal  benevolence.  His  memory 
was  capacious  and  retentive,  his  wit  eafy  and  fe- 
cial, his  imagination  fublime,  his  judgment  clear, 
rapid,  and  decifive.  He  poffeffed  the  courage 
both  of  thought  and  a&ion ;  and,  although  his  de- 
figns  Height  gradually  expand  with  his  fuccefs,  the 
firft  idea  which  he  entertained  of  his  divine  million 
bears  the  (lamp  of  an  original  and  fuperior  genius. 
The  fon  of  Abdallah  was  educated  in  the  bofom  of 
the  nobleft  race,  in  the  ufe  of  the  pureft  dialed  of 
Arabia ;  and  the  fluency  of  his  fpeech  was  corrected 
and  enhanced  by  the  pra&ice  of  difcreet  and  feafon- 
able  filence.  With  thefe  powers  of  eloquence, 
Mahomet  was  an  illiterate  Barbarian:  his  youth 
had  never  been  inftru&ed  in  the  arts  of  reading  and 
writing90;  the  common  ignorance  exempted  him 

from 

70  Thofe  who  believe  that  Mahomet  could  read  or  write,  are  in- 
capable of  reading  what  is  written,  with  another  peu,  in  the  Surats, 
#r  chapters  of  the  Koran  vii.  xxix.  xcvi.  Thefe  texts,  and  the  tra- 
CtiffV  of  toe  Sonna,  are  admitted  without  doubt,  by  Abulfcda  (in 
Vit.  jfcvii.)>  Gagnier  (Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  15. )>  Pocock  (Specimen, 
p.  *§tJ)»  Reland  (de  Religione  Mohammedic49  p.  336.)*  aDd  Sale 
(PrdMhary  Difcourfe,  p.  4*.).    Mr.  White,  almoft  alone,  denies 

YM»1X.  S  the 
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chap,  ff  om  ftiame  or  rdproach,  but  he  was  reduced  to 
>_rV'.L^  a  narrow  circle  ctf  exiftence,  and  deprived  of 
thofe  faithful  *nirrors>  which  refleft  to  crar  mind 
{he  fninds  of  fages  and  heroes.  Yet  the  book  of 
frature  and  of  man  was  open  to  his  -view ;  and  fame 
fancy  has  been  indulged  in  the  political  and  pbi- 
tofophical  obfervations  which  are  afcribed  to  the 
Arabian  traveller11.  He  compares  the  nations 
and  the  religions  <tf  the  earth ;  discovers  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Perfisn  and  Roman  monarchies ;  be- 
holds, with  pity  and  indignation,  the  degeneracy 
of  the  times ;  and  refolves  to  unite,  under  one 
God  and  one  king,  the  invincible  fpirit  and  pri- 
mitive virtues  of  the  Arabs.  Our  more  accurate 
Inquiry  wiH  fuggeft,  that  inftead  of  vifiting  the 
cbtirts,  the  camps,  the  temples  of  the  Eaft,  the 
two  journies  of  Mahomet  into  Syria  were  confined 
ro  the  fairs  df  Boftra  and  Damafcusj  that  :he*was 
6nly  thirteen  yebrs  of  age  when  he  accompanied 

•••  Ibcfgnoranco,  to  accufc  the  impofturc,  of  the  prophet.    His<aigu- 

ments  are  far  from  fatisfac'tory.  Two  fhort  trading journies  to  the 
fairs  of  Syria,' were  furery  not  ftifficient  to  infuTe  a  fciencc  Jb  rare 
among  the  citizens  of  Mecca :  it  was  not  in  the  cool  deliberate  alt 
of  a  treaty  that  Mahomet  would  have  dropt  the  mafk ;  nor  can  any 
concluiion  be  drawn  from  the  words  of  difeafe  and  delirium.  The 
kttered  youth,  before  he  afpired  to  the  prophetic  chare&er,  muft 
kave  often*  caercifed,  in  private  life,  the  arts  of  reading  and  writo^; 
and  his  firft  converts  of  his  own  family,  would  have  "been  the  firft 
to  dete&  and  upbraid  his  fcandalous  hypocrify  (White's  Sermons, 
p.  203,  aoa.    Notes,  p.  xxxvi— xxxvi  ii.). 

7»  The  Count  de  BoulainvilHers  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  aot— aaS.) 
leads  his  Arabian  pupil,  like  the  Telemachus  of  Fenelon,  or  the 
Cyrus  of  kamfay.  His  journey  to  the  court  of  Perfia  is  probably 
a  fiction ;  nor  can  I  trace  the  origin  of  his  exclamation,  *«  Les  Grecs 
«'  font  pourtant  des  homines"  The  two  Syrian  journies *afife  ex. 
JrefTed  by  almoft  all  the  Arabian  writers,  both  Mahometan*  ind 
Christians  (Gagnierad  Abulfed.  p.  io.)« 

^<he' 
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the  caravan  of  Jws  uncle,  and  that  his  duty  com-  CHAP. 
pelted  him  to  return  as  fooi*  as  he  had  difpbfed  of 
the  merciwicUfe  of  Cadijah.  In  thefe  hafty  and 
fuperficial  excursions,  the  eye  of  genius  might 
difcern  fome  obj/e&s  invifibie  to  his  groffer  com- 
panions; fome  feeds  of  knowledge  might  be  cafl 
upon  a  fruitful  (oil ;  but  his  ignorance  of  the  Sy- 
riac  language  njuft  have  checked  his  curiofity; 
and  I  canaojt  perceive  in  the  life  of  writings  ojf 
Mahomet,  tfeat  Jris  profpeQ:  was  far  extended  beyond 
the  limits  <jf  the  Arabian  jyorjd-  From  every  je? 
gion  of  that  fofyary  yrqrkh  the  pilgrims  of  Mecca 
yvere  ^R^^lly  afleifrb^,  by  tk$  calls  of  devotion 
9A4  canwerce::  i*i  £&e  free  concounfe  of  p^ul- 
tku4es9  a  Ample  ckizoa,  i$  his  oative  tonguef 
migtit  ftudy  #*e  j^tical  #a*e  and  chara&er  of  the 
trit^es^  the  jthef>ry  and  pra&ice  of  the  Jews  and 
Chrj/ttfps..  Sxpwe  yfieful  Grangers  might  be  tempted, 
or  fp*;ce<i,  *o  implore  the  rights  of  hospitality  j 
and  the  enemies  of  M^ho^et  have  named  the 
Jew,  the  Perfiaa,  and  tfce  Syrian  monk,  whoip 
they  accufe  of  leading  their  fecret  aid  to  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  Koran  7\  Converfation  enriches  the 
tmderftand,ing,  but  folifcude  is  the  fchool  of  genius  ; 
and  the  uniformity:  of  ,a  wqrk  denotes  the  hand  of  ft 
jingle  antift.  jFraqi  his  eariieft  youth,  Mahomot 
was  addicted  to  religious  contemplation :  e^ch  year, 
during    the    month  of    Ramadan,    he    withdrew 

7*  I  am  not  at  leifure  to  purfue  the  fables  or  conje&ures  which 
name  the  Grangers  accufed  or  fufpected  by  the  infidels  of  Mecaa 
(Koran,  c  16.  p.  223 .  c.  3  5.  p.  29?.  with  Sale's  Remarks.  Prideaux'i 
Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  21—27.  Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abutted .  p.  1 1.  74. 
Maracci,  torn.  ii.  p.  400.)-  £**n  Prideanx  has  obferved  that  the 
traBftdion  muft  have  been  fecret,  and  that  the  fcenclay  in  the  heart 
of  Arabia. 

S  a  iron* 
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CHAP.  fr0m  the  world  and  from  the  arms. of  Cadijah: 
y_*  -*-  _r  in  the  cave  of  Hera,  three  miles  from  Mecca73, 
he  confulted  the  fpirit  of  fraud  or  enthufiafin, 
whofe  abode  is  not  in  the  heavens,  but  in  the 
mind  of  the  prophet.  The  faith  which,  under  the 
name  of  I/lam9  he  preached  to  his  family  and  na- 
tion, is  compounded  of  an  eternal  truth,  and  a  ne- 
ceffary  fiftion,  That  there  is  only  one  God, 

AND  THAT  MAHOMET  IS  THE  APOSTLE  OF  GoD. 

One  God*  It  is  the  boaft  of  the  Jewifh  apologifts,  that 
while  the  learned  nations  of  antiquity  were  deluded 
by  the  fables  of  polytheifm,  their  fimple  anceftors 
of  Paleftine  preferved  the  knowledge  and  worfliip 
of  the  true  God.  The  moral  attributes  of  Jehovah 
may  not  eafily  be  reconciled  with  the  ftandard  of 
human  virtue :  his  metaphyseal  qualities  are  darkly 
exprefled;  but  each  page  of  the  Pentateuch  and 
the  Prophets  is  an  evidence  of  his  power :  the  unity 
of  his  name  is  inferibed  on  the  firft  table  of  the 
law ;  and  his  fan&uary  was  never  defiled  by  any 
vifible  image  of  the  invifible  effence.  After  the 
ruin  of  the  temple,  the  faith  of  the  Hebrew  exiles 
was  purified,  fixed,  and  enlightened,  by  the  fpiri- 
tual  devotion  of  the  fynagogue ;  and  the  authority 
of  Mahomet  will  not  juftify  his  perpetual  reproach, 
that  the  Jews  of  Mecca  or  Medina  adored  Ezra  as 
the  fon  of  God  7\    But  the  children  of  Ifrael  had 

7?  Abulfedain  Vit.  c.  7.  p.  xji  Gagnier,  torn.  i.  p.  133.  135.  The 
fituation  of  mount  Hera  h  remarked  by  Abulfeda  (Geograph.  Arab. 
p.  4*)*  Yet  Mahomet  had  never  read  of  the  cave  of  Egeria,  ubi 
no&uriue  Numa  conftituebat  amic'ae,  of  the  Idacan  mount,  where 
Minos  converted  with  Jove,  &c. 

74  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  153.  At  Beidawi,  and  the  other  commentators 
.  quoted  by  Sale,  adhere  to  the  charge  j  but  f  do  not  under/land  that 
it  is  coloured  by  the  moil  obfeure  or  abfurd  tradition  of  the  Til- 
mudifts. 

ceafed 
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ceafed  to  be  a  people ;  and  the  religions  of  th<5  C  H  A  P. 
world  were  guilty,  at  leaft  in  the  eyes  of  the  pro. 
phet,  of  giving  fons,  or  daughters,  or  companions, 
to  the  fupreme  God.  In  the  rude  idolatry  of  the 
Arabs,  the  crime  is  manifeft  and  audacious :  the 
Sabians  are  poorly  excufed  by  the  pre-eminence  of 
the  firft  planet,  or  intelligence  in  their  cceleftial 
hierarchy ;  and  in  the  Magian  fyftem  the  conflid 
of  the  two  principles  betrays  the  imperfe&ion  of 
the  conqueror.  The  Chriftians  of  the  feventh  cen- 
tury had  infenfibly  relapfed  into  a  femblance  of 
paganifm ;  their  public  and  private  vows  were 
addrefled  to  the  relics  and  images  that  difgrace4 
the  temples  of  the  Eaft:  the  throne  of  the  Al- 
mighty was  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  martyrs,  antf 
,  faints,  and  angels,  the  objetts  of  popular  venera- 
tion ;  and  the  Collyridian  heretics,  who  flourifhed 
in  the  fruitful  foil  of  Arabia,  inverted  the  Virgin 
Mary  with  the  name  and  honours  of  a  goddefs  7\ 
The  myfteries  of  the  Trinity  and  Incarnation  ap- 
pear to  contradifl:  the  principle  of  the  divine  unity. 
In  their  obvious  fenfe,  they  introduce  three  equal 
deities,  and  transform  the  man  Jefus  into  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  fon  of  God 7* :  an  orthodox  comment- 
ary 

75  Hoitinger,  Hift*  Orient,  p.  a»5«— ai*.  The  Collyridian  berefy 
was  carried  from  Thrace  to  Arabia  by  fome  women,  and  the  name 
wa»  borrowed  from  the  JtoMv^,  or  cake,  which  they  offered  to  the 
goddefs.  This  example,  that  of  Beryllus  hifliop  of  Bo  lira  (Eufeb. 
Hift*  Ecclef.  1.  vi.  c.  $$.),  and  fevera)  others,  may  excufe  the  re- 
proach, Arabia  baerefean  ferax. 

7*  The  three  gods  in  the  Koran  (c.  <♦•  p.  Sxc  5.  p.  91.)  are  obr 
viouOy  directed  againft  our  Catholic  myftery  5  but  the  Arabic  com- 
mentators underftand  them  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Virgia 
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CHAP,  ary  will  fatisfy  only  a  belietmg  mind  :  Intemperate? 
curiofity  and  zeal  had  torn  the  veil  of  the  fan&u- 
ary  j  and  each  of  the  Oriental  feds  was  eager  to 
Confefs  that  all,  except  themfelves,  deferred  thg 
reproach  of  idolatry  and  polytheifm.  The  creed 
of  Mahomet  is  free  from'fufpicion  of  ambiguity  ; 
and  the  Koran  is  a  glorious  teftirtiony  to  the  unity 
of  God.  The  prophet  of  Mecca  reje&ed  the  wor- 
ship of  idols  and  men,  of  ftars  and  planets, 
6n  the  rational  principle  that  whatever  rifetf 
muft  fet,  that  whatever  is  born  muft  die,  that 
whatever,  is  corruptible  muft  decay  and  perifli  "♦ 
In  the  author  of  the  univerfe,  his  rational  enthu* 
fiafm  confeffed  and  adored  an  infinite  and  eternal 
being,  without  form  or  place,  without  iffue  or  fi- 
militude,  prefent  to  our  mofl  fecret  thoughts^ 
exifting  by  the  neceflity  of  his  own  nature,  and  de* 
riving  from  himfelf  all  moral  and  intelle&ual  £>er- 
feQion.  Thefe  fublime  truths,  thus  announced 
in  the  language  of  the  prophet 7*,  are  firmly  held 
by  his  difciples,  and  defined  with  metaphyfical  pre* 
cifion  by  the  interpreters  of  the  Koran,    A  philo* 

Mary,  an  heretical  Trinity,  maintained,  as  it  is  faid,  by  fome  Bar- 
barians at  the  council  of  Nice  (Eutych.  Annal.  torn.  i.  p.  440.). 
But  the  exiftenpe  of  the  Mariamtts  is  denied  by  the  candid  Beau, 
fobre  (Hift,  de  Manicheiftne,  torn.  i.  p.  53a.)'-  an<*  nc  derives  the 
tauftake  from  th*  word  Retuzb,  the  Holy  Ghofl,  which  in  fbtnt  Ori- 
ental tongues  is  of  the  feminine  gender,  and  is  figuratively  ftykd  the 
another  of  C  hrift  in  the  gofpel  of  the  Nazarenes. 

77  This  train  of  thought  is  prlttofophically  exemplified  in  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Abraham,  who  oppofed  in  Chaldsea  the  firft  introduction 
of  idolatry  (Koran,  c.  6.  p.  106.  d'Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  13  ), 
•  *  See  the  Koran,  particularly  the  fecond  (p.  jo.)>  the  fifty-fbvetith 
(P-  437-)>  the  fifty-eight  (p.  441.)  chapter,  which  proclaim  the  om- 
nipotence of  the  Creator* 

fophic 
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fophic  tbeifl  might  fubfcribe  the  popular  creed  of  P  H  A  p. 
the  Mahometans79:  a  creed  too  fublime  perhaps 
for  our  prefent  faculties.  What  objeft  yemaips  fos 
the  fancy,  or  even  the  underftanding,  when  w$ 
have  abftra&ed  from  the  unknown  fubftaace-  atl 
ideas  of  time  and  fpace,  of  motion  and  ra$tter» 
of  fenfatioft  and  reflexion  ?  The  firft  principle  of 
reafon  a&d  revelation  was  confirmed  by  the  voice 
of  Mahomet :  his  profelytes,  from  India  to  Mor* 
rocco,  are  diftinguHhed  by  the  name  of  Unitarians ; 
and  the  dagger  of  idolatry  has  beep,  prevented  by 
the  interdt&on  of  images.  The  do&rine  of  eternal 
decrees  and  abfolute  predeftination  is  flrictly  emr 
braced  by  the  Mahometans;  and  they  ftruggle 
with  the  common  difficulties,  ho%v  to  reconcile  the 
prefcience  of  God  with  the  freedom  and  refpon* 
Ability  of  man ;  how  tp  explain  the.permiffion  of 
evil  under  the  reign  of  infinite  power  aixd  infinity 
goodnefs. 

The  God  of  nature  has  written  his  exiftence  on  Mahomet 
all  his  works,  and  his  law  in  the  heart  of  man.    To  ^eQ^ftlc 
reftore  the  knowledge  of  the  one  and  the  pra&ice  of  and  the 
the  other,  has  been  the  real  or  pretended  aim  of  paVOphets? 
the  prophets  of  every  age :  the  liberality  of  Ma- 
homet allowed  to  his  predecefforg  the  fame  credit 
which  he  claimed  for  himfelf ;  and  the  chain  of 
infpiratjon  was  prolonged  from  the  fall  of  Adam 

™  The  moft  orthodox  creeds  arc  translated  by  Pooock  (Specimen, 
p.  174-  »*4— *9*0>  Ockky  (Hi ft.  of  the  Sarace np,  vqI  it*  p.  Ijpupi— ■ 
*cv.),  Rehnd  (de  Religion.  Moham.  1.  i.  p.  7-4*3.))  aad  Chardin 
(Voyages  en  Perfe,  torn.  iv.  p.  4— »$.)•  The  great  truth  that  Qo4 
i§  without  Jiaulitude,  is  foolilbly  critieifed  by  Mafacci  (Alcoran, 
tora.i.  partiii,p.  &7*-940 >  becaufe  he  jaa^de  niaq  ajter  hi8  owfl 
image, 
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to  the  promulgation  of  the  Koran  8°.  During  that 
period,  fome  rays  of  prophetic  light  had  been  im- 
parted to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand 
of  the  deft,  discriminated  by  their  refpe&ive  mea- 
fure  of  virtue  and  grace;  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  apoftles  were  fenk  with  a  fpecial  commif, 
figp  to  recal  their  country  from  idolatry  and  vite ; 
o§f  hundred  and  four  volumes  have  been  dictated 
byrfhe  holy  fpirit ;  and  fix  legiflatprs  of  tranfeend- 
ept  brightness  have  announced  to  mankind  the 
fix  fucceffive  revelations  of  various  rites,  but  of 
one  immutable  religion.  The  authority  and  ftarion 
of  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Mofes,  Chrift,  and 
Mahomet,  rife  in  juft- gradation  above  each  other ; 
buf  whofoever  hates  or  rejeds  any  one  of  the  pro- 
phets is  numbered  with  the  infidels.  The  writ, 
ings  of  the  patriarchs  were  extant  only  in  the  apo- 
cryphal copies  of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  *' :  the 
Mofes.  conduft  of  Adam  had  not  entitled  him  to  the  gnu 
tjtude  or  refpeft  of  his  children;  the  feven  pre- 
cepts of  Noah  were  obferved  by  an  inferior  and 
imperfeft  clafs  of  the  profelytes  of  thefynagogue1*; 
and  the  memory  of  Abraham  was  obfeurely  re- 

*>  Reland,  de  Relig.  Moham.  1-  i.  p.  17—47.  Sale's  Preliminary 
pifcourfc,  p.  73—76.  Voyage  de  Chardin,  torn,  iv.  p.  18—37.  anjl 
37— 4J-  for  tnc  Perfiao  addition,  ««  Ali  is  the  vicar  of  God !"  Yet 
the  precife  number  of  prophets  is  not  an  artiple  of  faith. 

*  For  the  apocryphal  books  of  Adam,  fee  Fabricius,  Codes 
Pfeudepigraphus  V.  T.  p.  17— 49.  \  of  Seth,  p.  154— -i  57- ;  of  Enoch, 
to.  160—1x9.  But  the  book  of  Enoch  is  confecrated,  in  fome  me*, 
hire,  by  the  quotation  of  the  apoftle  St  Jude  j  and  along  legendary 
fragment  is  alleged  by  Synccllus  and  Scaliger. 

*»  The  feven  precepts  of  Noah  are  explained  by  Marfham  (Canon* 
Chronkus,  p.  154— 180. J,  who  adopts,  on  this  occafion,  the  learn* 
jng  and  credulity  of  Sddca, 
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vered  by  the  Sabians  in  his  native  land  of  Chaldaca :  c  H  A  *• 
of  the  myriads  of  prophets,  Mofes  and  Chrift  alone  n.^-^ 
lived  and  reigned ;  and  the  remnant  of  the  infpir- 
«l  writings  was  comprifed  in  the  books  of  the  Old 
and  the  New  Teftament.     The  miraculous  ftory  of 
Mofes  is  confecrated  and  embelliihed  in  the  Ko* 
ran ,3 ;  and  the  captive  Jews  enjoy  the  fecret  r*» 
venge  of  impofing  their  own  belief  on  the  nation 
whofe  recent  creeds  they  deride.    For  the  author 
of  Chriftianhy,  die  Mahometans  are  taught  by  the 
prophet  to  entertain  an  high  and  myfterious  re-; 
verence*4.      "  Verily,   Chrift  Jefus,    the  fon  of     Jeto* 
"Mary,   is  the  apoftle  of  God,  and  his  word, 
"  which  he  conveyed  unto  Mary,   and  a  Spirit 
*'  proceeding  from  him :  honourable  in  this  world, 
''  and  in  the  world  to  come ;  and  one  of  thofe 
<c  who  approach  near  to  the  prefence  of  God  *  V 
The  wonders  of  the  genuine  and  apocryphal  gof- 
pels 86  are  profufely  heaped  on  his  head ;  and  the 
Latin  church  has  not  difdained  to  borrow  from  thp 

'?  The  articles  of  Jdatrf,  tfoaJb,  Abrpfym,  Mofes  >  &c.  in  tbe  Bt- 
bliotheque  of  d'HerJ^lot,  are  gaily  bedecked  with  the  fanciful  le- 
gends of  the  Mahometans,  who  have  built  on  the  ground- worit  0/ 
Scripture  and  the  Talmud. 

*+  Koran,  c.  7.  p.  s*$9  &c .  c,  xp.  p.  17J,  ftc,  P'Hcrbelot, 
p.647>&c, 

*s  Koran,  e.  3.  p,  40.  c.  4.  p.  So.    IVHerbelot,  p.  399,  &o. 

*  See  the  gofpel  of  St.  Thomas,  or  pf  the  Infancy,  in  the  Codep 
Apocryphus  rf.T.  of  Fabricius,  who  collects  the  various  teftimo* 
pies  concerning  it  (p.  1x8—158,).  Jt  was  published  in  Greek  by 
Cotelier,  and  in  Arabic  by  Sike,  who  thinks  our  prcfcnt  copy  more 
recent  than  Mahomet.  Vet  bis  quotations  agree  with  the  original 
about  the  fpeech  of  Chrift  in  his  cradle,  his  living  birds  of  clay,  Ac. 
(5&r,  c.  1.  p.  x6S,  169.  c.  36,  p.  19$,  199  c.  4$.  p.  ao*.  Cotelier tc,  % 

?'.  160,  i(i«)«       '      ' 

Koran 


2*6  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

C  *l^  p'  Koran  the  immaculate  conception  *T  d  hk  virgin 
u*-vw  mother*  Yet  Jefus  was  a  mere  mortal ;  and,  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  his  teitiraony  will  ferve  to 
condemn  both  the  Jews,  who  reje&  him  as  a  pro 
phet,  and  the  Chriftians,  who  adore  him  as  the  Son 
of  God.  The  malice  of  h»  enemies  afperfed  his  re- 
pitation,  and  confpired  againft  his  life ;  but  their 
attention  only  was  guilty,  a  phantom  or  a  criminal 
was  fubftituted  on  the  crofs,  and  the  innocent  faint 
was  translated  to  the  feventh  heaven8*.  During 
fix  hundred  years  the  gofpel  was  the  way  of  truth 
and  fal  vation  ;  but  the  Chriftians  infenfibly  forgot 
both  the  laws  and  the  example  of  their  founder ; 
and  Mahomet  was  inftruded  by  the  Gnofticft  to 
accufe  the  church,  as  well  as  the  fynagogue,  of 
corrupting  the  integrity  of  the  facred  text*9.    The 

*7  It  is  darkly  hinted  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  39.),  and  more  clearly 
explained  by  the  tradition  of  the  Sonnites  (Sale's  Note,  and  Maracri, 
torn.  if.  p.  in.)'  In  the  sii**1  century,  the  immacttlate  conception 
was  condemned  by  St.  Bernard  as  a  prefumptuous  novelty  (Fra 
Paolo,  Iftoria  del  Concilio  di  Trento,  1.  ii.). 

w  See  the  Koran,  c.  3  v.  53.  and  c.  4.  v.  156.  of  MaraccTs  edi. 
tion.  Deus  eft  praeflantifiimus  dolofe  agentium  (an  odd  praife) 
....  ncc  crucifixerunt  eu<n?  fed  obje&a  eft  eis  fimilitudo  :  an  ex- 
preffion  that  may  fuit  with  the  fyffem  oFthe  Docetes;  but  the  com- 
mentators believe  (Maracci,  torn.  ii.  p.  113 — 115. 173.  Sale,  p.  41, 
43.  79.),  that  another  man,  a  friend  or  an  enemy*  wai  crucified  in 
the  Hkenefs  of  Jefus  5  a  fable  which  they  had  read  in  the  gofpel  of 
St.  Barnabas,  and  which  had  been  ftarted  as  early  as  the  time  of 
Irenaeiis,  by  fome  Ebionite  heretics  (Beaufobre,  Hift.  du  Mini- 
cheifme,  torn.  ii.  p.  35.     Molheim  de  Reb.  Chrift.  p.  353.)- 

*9  This  charge  is  obfeurely  urged  in  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  45.) :  but 
^either  Mahomet,  nor  his  followers,  are  fuificiently  vcrfed  in  lan- 
guages and  criticifm  to  give  any  weight  or  colour  to  their  fufpicions. 
Yet  the.Arians  and  Neftorians  could  relate  fome  (tones,  and  the 
illiterate  prpphet  might  ljftcn  to  the  bold  a/Tertians  of  the  Mani- 
cbxans.    See  Beaufobre,  torn.  i.  p.  291—305. 

piety 
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piety  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrift  rejoiced  in  the  a&r.  c  fUL*.  . 
ance  of  the  future  prophet,  more  illuftrious  than 
themfeWes  :  the  evangelic  pronrife  of  the  Paraclete? 
or  Holy  Ohoft,  tras  prefigured  in  the  name,  and 
accompliffied  m  the  perfon,  of  Mahomet90,  the 
greateft  and  laft  of  the  apqftka  of  God, 

The  communication  of  ideas  require*  a  fimili*  TheKo- 
tude  of  thought  and  language :  the  difcourfe  of  %  ran" 
philofopher  would  vibrate  trithout  effeft  on  the  far 
of  a  peafaftt ;  yet  how  minute  is  the  diftance  of 
their  underloadings,  if  it  be  compared  with  the 
contadt  of  an  infinite  and  a  finite  mind,  with  the 
word  of  Odd  expreffed  by  the  tongue  or  the  pen  of 
a  mortal  ?  The  infpiration  of  the  Hebrew  pro- 
phets, of  the  apaftles  and  evangeKfts  of  Chrift, 
might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  exercife  of  their 
reafon  and  memory;  and  the  diverfity  of  their 
genius  is  ftrongly  marked  in  the  ftyle  and  compofi- 
tion  of  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftamenfc 
But  Mahomet  was  content  with  a  chara&er,  more 
humble,  yet  more  fublime,  of  a  fimple  editor: 
the  fubftance  of  the  Koran91,  according  to  hhn- 
felf  or  his  difciples,  is  uncreated  and  eternal ;  fub- 

90  Among  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  which 
arc  perverted  by  the  fraud  or  ignorance  of  the  Mufultnans,  they  ap. 
ply  to  the  prophet  the  promife  of  the  Paraclete,  or  Comforter,  which 
bad  been  already  ufurped  by  the  Montanifta  and  Maaichaans  (Beau- 
fobre,  Hid.  Critique  du  Manicheifine*  torn.  i.  p.  a6$,  &a)  j  and  the 
eafy  change  of  letters,  vtpukurot  for  w*pa*A*>r,of,  affords  the  etymo- 
logy of  the  name  of  Mohammed  (Maracci,  torn.  i.  part  i.  p.  15—18.). 

9'  For  the  Koran,  fee  d'Herbelot,  p»  85—88.  Maracci,  torn.  i. 
in  Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  j»— 45.  Sale,  Preliminary  Difcourfe, 
p.  j$— 70. 

fitting 
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CHAP,  filling  in  the  eflence  of  the  Deity,  and  infcribed 
with  a  pen  of  light  on  the  table  of  his  everlafting 
decrees.  A  paper  copy  in  a  volume  of  filk  and 
gems,  was  brought  down  to  the  loweft  heaven  by 
the  angel  Gabriel,  who,  under  the  Jewifh  ceconomy, 
had  indeed  been  difpatched  on  the  mod  important 
errands  j  and  this  trufty  meffenger  fucceffively  re- 
vealed  the  chapters  and  verfes  to  the  Arabian  pro- 
phet. Inftead  of  a  perpetual  and  perfect  meafure 
of  the  divine  will,  the  fragments  of  the  Koran  were 
produced  at  the  difcretion  of  Mahomet ;  each  re- 
velation is  fuited  to  the  emergencies  of  his  policy 
or  paffion;  and  all  contradiction  is  removed  by 
the  faving  maxim,  that  any  text  of  fcripture  is 
abrogated  or  modified  by  any  fubfequent  paffage. 
The  word  of  God,  and  of  the  apoftle,  was  dili- 
gently recorded  by  his  difciples  on  palm-leaves 
and  the  Oioulder-bones  of  mutton ;  wi  the  pages, 
without  order  or  connection,  were  caft  ijito  a  do- 
medic  cheft  in  the  cuftody  of  one  of  his  wives. 
Two  years  after  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the  facred 
yolume  was  collected  and  publilhed  by  his  friend 
and  fucceffor  Abubeker :  the  work  was  reviled  by 
the  caliph  Othman,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the 
Hegira ;  and  the  various  editions  of  the  Koran  af- 
fert  the  fame  miraculous  privilege  of  an  uniform 
and  incorruptible  text.  In  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm 
or  vanity,  the  prophet  ?efts  the  truth  of  his  miffion 
on  the  merit  of  his  book,  audacioufly  challenges 
both  men  and  angels  to  imitate  the  beauties  of  a 
fingle  page,  and  prefumes  to  affert  that  God  alone 

could 
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could  didate  this  incomparable  performance9*,  chap. 
This  argument  is  mod  powerfully  addrefled  to  a  -wy^w 
devout  Arabian,  whofe  mind  is  attuned  to  faith 
and  rapture,  whofe  ear  is  delighted  by  the  mufic 
of  founds,  and  whofe  ignorance  is  incapable  of 
comparing  the  produ&ions  of  human  genius9'. 
The  harmony  and  copioufnefs  of  ftyle  will  not 
reach,  in  a  verfion,  the  European  infidel :  he  will 
perufe  with  impatience  the  endlefs  incoherent 
rhapfody  of  fable,  and  precept,  and  declamation, 
which  feldom  excites  a  fentiment  or  an  idea,  which 
Ibraetimes  crawls  in  the  duft,  and  is  fometimes  loft 
in  the  clouds.  The  divine  attributes  exalt  the 
fancy  of  the  Arabian  miffionary ;  but  his  loftieft 
ftrains  muft  yield  to  the  fublime  fimplicity  of  the 
book  of  Job,  compofed  in  a  remote  age,  in  the 
fame  country  and  in  the  fame  language94.  If  the 
compofition  of  the  Koran  exceed  the  faculties  of  a 
man,  to  what  fuperior  intelligence  fhould  we 
afcribe  the  Iliad  of  Homer  or  the  Philippics  of 
Demofthenes  ?     In  all  religions,  the  life  of  the 

9-  Koran,  c.  17.  v.  89*  In  Salt,  p.  235, 43*.    In  Maracci,  p.  410. 

9*  Yet  a  feet  of  Arabians  was  perfuaded,  that  it  might  be  equalled 
or  furpaffed  by  in  human  pen  (Pocock,  Specimen, p.  211,  &c.) :  and 
Maracci  (the  polemic  is  too  hard  for  the  tranflator)  derides  the 
rhyming  affectation  of  the  moft  applauded  paflage  (torn.  i.  part  u. 
P-  *9— 75-)- 

9*  CoUoqnia  (whether  real  or  fabulous)  in  media  Arabia  atque 
ab  Arabibus  habita  (Lowth,  de  Poefi  Hebrxorum  •Praelec^  xxxti, 
xxxiii,  xxxiv.  with  his  German  editor  Michael  is,  Epimetron  ivj. 
Yet  Michaelis  (p.  671—673.)  has  detected  many  Egyptian  images,  ' 
the  eleptantiafis,  papyrus,  Nile*  crocodile,  &c.  The  language  is 
ambtguoufly  ft y led,  Arabico-Hebraa.  The  rcfemblance  of  the  filler 
dialects  was  much  more  viable  in  their  childhood  than  in  their  ma* 
ture  age  (Michaelis,  p.  68%    Schultens,  in  Pncfat.  Job)* 

o  founder 
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founder  fopplies  the  filenoe  of  fait  written  resreb- 
ti(W :  the  layings  of  Mahomet  were  &>  many  lef- 
fcns  pf  truth}  his  a&oos  fo  many  examples 
of  virtue ;  and  the  public  and  private  gieiQoriaJb 
were  preferved  by  his  wives  and  cojgpaniotts.  At 
the  end  of  two  hundred  years,  the  Sonns  or  oral 
law  was  fixed  and  confecrated  by  the  labours  of 
Al  Bochari,  who  difcriminatod.fevea  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  feve*ty-five  ^geawie  traditions,  frow 
a  mafs  of  three  hundred  thoufeod  reports,  of  a 
more  doubtful  or  fpurious  chara&er.  Each  day 
the  pious  author  prayed  in  the  temple  of  Mecca* 
and  performed  his,  ahlutjpn?  with,  the  water  of 
Zrenizem:  the  pages  .were  fucceffiveiy  depofoed 
on  the  pulpit,  and  the  fepulchne  of  the  .apoftle ; 
and  the  work  has  toeqa  Approved  by  the  four  ortho- 
dox fctts  of  <the  Somites 9S. 
Miracles.  The  miffion  of  tie  t&mmx  prophets,  of  Mofcs 
*pd  of  Jefus,  tad  been  confirmed  by  many 
tfptandid  prodigies;  and  Mahomet  was  repeatedly 
wged,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
to  produce  a  fimilar  evidence  of  his  divine  lega- 
tion ;  to  call  down  from  heaven  the  angel  or  the 
volume  of  his  revelation*  tp  create  a  garden  in 
>t!he  defert,  or  to  kindle  a  conflagration  m  the  un- 
believing city.  As  often  as  he  is  preffed  by  the 
demands  of  the  Koreiih,  he  involves  himfelf  in 
the  obfeure  boaft  of  vifion  and  prophecy,  appeals 
to  the  internal  proofs  of  his  do&rine,  and  ihields 
thimfelf  behind  the  providence  of  God,  who  re- 

**  Al  ©ochari  died  A.  H.  9*4*    See  d'Herbelot,  p.  208. 4.16.  817. 
Gagnicr,  NoUad  Abulfed.  c,  19.  p.  j]» 

8  fufes 
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fides  -thbfc  fign$  and  wonders  diat  ^rouid  do-  C  HA  P. 
preciate  the  merit  of  faith  and  aggiavite  thc.goih: 
of  iifideliiy.  But  the  modeft  or  angry  none  of 
his  ^polqgieg  betrays  his  weaknefs  and  vexation; 
sod  4hcfe  pafiages  of  fcandal  cftsblifh,  beyond 
fctfpicitin,  the  integrity  of  the  Koran96.  The 
votaries  of  Mahomet  are  more  aflbred-  than  hsro- 
fetf  of  his  miraculous  gifts,  and  their  confidence 
and  credulity  increafe  as  they  are  farther  removed 
from  the  time  and  place  af  his  fpiritual  expLoiu. 
They  betfeve  or  affirm  that  trees  went  forth  to 
meet  turn ;  that  he  was  faiuted  by  {bones ;  that 
water  gufbed  from  his  fingers;  that  he  fed  the 
hungry,  caned  the  lick,  and  raifed  the  dead ;  that 
a  beam  gnooned  to  him ;  that  a  camel  c*n&phuDed 
to  him;  that  a  fliouider  of  jrrnrtton  informed  'htm, 
of  its  betqg  poifoned ;  aad  -that  iborih  animate  and 
inanimate  nature  were  equally  ftfbje£t  to  ttue 
apoftle  of  God  97.  His  dream  of  a  nodumai 
journey  is  -ferioufly  *defcribed  as  a.  real  and  cor- 
poreal *rarda&ion.  A  myfterious  animal,  the 
Borak»  conveyed  han  from  the  temple  of  Mecca 
to  that  of  Jefufalem:    with  his  companion  Ga- 

96  Sec  more  remarkably,  Koran,  c.a-  £•  n,  13.  « 7.  Frideaux 
(Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  18, 19-)  has  confounded  the  irapoftor.  Ma- 
racci,  with  a  more  learned  apparatus,  has  fliewn  that  the  paiflbges 
which  deny  hi*  miracles  are  clear  and  pofitive^ (Alcoran,  torn.  i. 
.part  ii.  p.  7— iz.)>  and  thofe  which  feem  to  affert  them,  are  ambi- 
guout  and  infufficient  (p.  ix— ai\). 

9?  See  the  Specimen  Hift.  Arabttm,  the  text  of  Abulpharagiu*, 
p.  17.  the  notes  of  Pocock,  p,  1*7—190.  DxHerbeIot,  Bxbltotheqwe 
•Orientale,  p.  76,  77.  Voyages  dc  Chardin,  torn.  iv.  p.  aoo— 403. 
Maracct  (Alcoran,  torn.  L  p.  ix— 64.)  has  moftlaborioufly  collated 
and  confuted  fHe  mfnides  and. prophecies  of  Mahomtt,  which,  ac- 
cordtog  lo  fome  winters,  imount  to  three  thoa&ad. 
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CHAP,  brid,  he  facceffively  afcended  the  fcven  heaven^ 
and  received  and  repaid  the  falutarions  of  the  pa- 
triarchs, the  prophets,  and  the  angels,  in  their 
refpe&ive  manfions.  Beyond  the  feventh  heaven, 
Mahomet  alone  was  permitted  to  proceed;  he 
paffed  the  veil  of  unity,  approached  within  two 
bow-fhots  of  the  throne,  and  felt  a  cold  that 
pierced  him  to  the  heart,  when  his  flioulder  was 
touched  by  the  hand  of  God.  After  this  fami- 
liar though  important  converfation,  he  again  de* 
fcended  to  Jerufalem,  remounted  the  Borak,  re- 
turned to  Mecca,  and  performed  in  the  tenth  part 
of  a  night  the  journey  of  many  thoufand  years  **• 
According  to  another  legend,  the  apoftle  con* 
founded  in  a  national  aflembly  the  malicious  chal- 
lenge of  the  Koreifh.  His  refiftleft  word  fplit 
afunder  the  orb  of  the  moon :  the  obedient  planet 
ftooped  from  her  ftation  in  the  (ky,  accomplifhed 
the  feven  revolutions  round  the  Caaba,  faluted 
Mahomet  in  the  Arabian  tongue,  and  fuddenly 
contra&ing  her  dimenfions,  entered  at  the  collar, 
and  iffued  forth  through  the  fleeve,  of  his  fliirt ". 

The 

0  The  nocturnal  journey  h  circumftantially  related  by  AbuHtda 
(in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  19.  p.  35),  who  wiftes  to  think  it  a  Tifio*$ 
by  Prideaux  (p.  31— 4o.)>  who  aggravates  the  abrordities ;  and  by 
Gagnier  (torn.  t.  p.  *5»— 343.),  who  declares,  from  die  zealous  AI 
Jannabi,  that  to  deny  this  journey,  is  to  difbelicve  the  Koran.  Yet 
the  Koran,  without  naming  either  heaven  or  Jerufalem,  or  Mecca t 
has  only  dropt  a  myfterious  hint:  Laus  ill!  qui  tranftultt  ferrum 
fcum  ab  oratorio  Haram  ad  oratorium  remotiffimum  (Koran,  c.  xj. 
▼.  i.  in  Maracci,  torn,  ii.  p.  407. 1  for  Sale's  verfion  is  more  licen- 
tious).   A  (lender  bafts  for  the  aerial  ftruchire  of  tradition. 

99  In  the  prophetic  ftyle,  which  ufet  the  preftnt  or  paft  for  the  fu- 
ture, Mahomet  had  (aid:  Appropinquavit  hora  et  fcifla  eft  lusa 
(Koran,  c.  54.  t.  1.  in  Maracci,  torn*  ii.  p.  68$.).    This  figure  of 

rhetoric 
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The  vulgar  are  amufed  with  thefe  marvellous  CHAP, 
tales;  but  the  graveft  of  the  Mufulman  doftors  i_ -r- uj 
imitate  the  modefty  of  their  mafter,  and  indulge 
a  latitude  of  faith  or  interpretation100.  They 
might  fpecioufly  allege,  that  in  preaching  the  re- 
ligion, it  was  needlefs  to  violate  the  harmony,  of 
nature ;  that  a  creed  unclouded  with  myftery  may 
be  excufed  from  miracles;  and" that  the  fword  of 
Mahomet  was  not  lefs  potent  than  the  rod  of 
Mofes. 

The  polytheift  is  oppreffed  and  diftra&ed  by  the  Precepts 
variety  of  fuperftition :  a  thoufand  rites  of  Egyp-  °  et_I ho" 
tian  origin  were  interwoven  with  the  effence  of  the  F*ycr* 
Mofaic  law :  and  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  had  eva-  alms, ' 
porated  in  the    pageantry  of  the   church.      Thei 
prophet  of  Mecca  was  tempted   by  prejudice,    or 
policy,  or  patriotifm,   to  fanftify  the  rites  of  the 
Arabians,   and    the   cuftom    of  vifiting   the   holy 
ftone  of  the   Caaba.      But  the  precepts  of  Ma- 
homet  himfelf  inculcate   a   more   fimple  and  ra- 
tional piety  ^  prayer,   fading,   and  alms,   are  the 
religious  duties  of  a  Mufulman ;    and  he  is  en- 
rhetoric  ha*  been  converted  into  a  fact,  which  is  faid  to  be  attefted 
by  the  moft  refpeitable  eye  witnefles  (Maracei,  torn.  ii.  p.  6so.). 
The  feftival  is  ftill  celebrated  by  the  Periiaos  (Chardin,  torn,  iv, 
p.  aoi.)  ;  and  the  legend  is  tedioudy  fpun  out  by  Gagnier  (Vie  de 
Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  18}— 134.)  on  the  faith,  as  it  ihotild  fecm,  of 
the  credulous  Al  Jannabi.    Yet  a  Mahometan  doctor  has  arraign- 
ed the  credit  of  the   principal  witnefs  (apud  Pococlc,  Sped  men , 
p-  187.)  j  the  bed  interpreters  are  content  with  the  fimpte  fenfe  of 
the  Koran  (Al  Beidawi,  apud  Holtingcr,  llift.  Orient.  1.  ii.  p.  30a.);   . 
and  the  filence  of  Abulfeda  is  worthy  of  a  prince  and  a  philofopher. 

100  Abulpharagius,  in  Specimen,  (lift..  Arab.  p.  17-  :  and  his  fcep- 
t'cifm  isjuflificd  in  the  notes  of  pocock,  p.  190—194,  from  the  pureft 
authorities.  ^ 

Voi-  IX.  T  couraged 
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couraged  to  hope,  that  prayer  will  carry  him  half 
way  to  God,  firftipg  will  bring  him  to  }he  door  of 
his  palace,  and  ajmswill  gain  him  admittance101. 
I,  According  to  the  tradition  of  the  nofturna} 
journey,  the  appftle,  in  hj$  perfopai  conference 
with  the  Deity,  was  commanded  t(*  impofe  on 
his  difciples  the  daily  obligator*  of  fifty  prayers. 
By  the  advice  of  Mofes,  he  applied  for  an  alle- 
viation of  this  intolerable  burthen;  the  number 
was  gradually  reduced  to  five ;  without  any  dif- 
penfation  of  bufmefs  pr  pleafure,  or  time  or  place ; 
the  devotion  of  the  faithful  k  repeated  at  day*. 
break,  at  noon,  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  evening, 
and  at  the  firft  watch  of  the  night;  and,  in  the 
prefent  decay  of  religious  fervour,  our  travellers; 
are  edified  by  the  profound  humility  and  attention 
pf  the  Turks  and  Perfians.  Cleanlinefs  is  the 
key  of  prayer:  the  frequent  luftration  of  the 
hands,  the  face,  and  the  body,  which  wm  pi*c- 
tifed  of  oW  by  the  Arabs,  is  folemntyenjQined  by 
the  Koran  $  and  a  penniffion  is  formally  granted 
to  fupply  with  fand  the  fcarcity  of  water.  Th^ 
words  and  attitudes  of  fupplication,  as  it  is  per- 
formed either  fitting,  or  (landing,  or  proftrate  on 

«*  The  moft  authentic  account  of  thefe  precepts,  pilgrimage, 
prayer,  rafting,  alms,  j^nd  ablutions,  is  extracted  from  the  Perflan 
and  Arabian  theologians  by  Maracci  (Prodrom.  part  iv.  p.  9— M«) f 
fteland  (in  his  excellent  treatife  de  RtltgioneMphammedica,  Utrecht, 
1717,  p.  **— "30  »  *nd  Chardin  (Voyages  en  Perfc,  torn.  iv.  p. 47— 
I95.).  Maracci  is  a  partial  accufer;  but  the  jeweller,  Chardin,  had 
the  eyes  of  a  philofophtr;  and  Reland,  a  Judicious  ftudent,  had  tra- 
velled over  the  Eaft  in  his  clpfet  at  Utrecht.  The  xivtft  letter  of 
Toumefort  (Voyage  du  Levant,  torn.  ii.  p.  3*5— 360.  in  octavo)  de- 
tcribes  what  he  had  feen  of  the  religfto  of  the  Turks, 

the 
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the  ground^  arc  ptefcribed  by  cuftom  or  authority,  C  HA  P. 
bat  the  prayer  is  poured  forth  m  flicrt  and  fervent 
ejaculations ;  the  meafuie  of  zeal  is  not  exhaufted 
by  a  tedious  liturgy ;  and  each  Mufuknan,  for  hidt 
own  perfon,  is  mvefted  with  the  chara&cr  of  a 
prieft.  Among  the  theifts,  who  rejed  the  ufe  of 
images,  k  has  been  found  necefiary  to  reftrain 
the  wanderings  of  the  fancy,  by  directing  the  eyt 
and  the  thought  towards  a  kehla,  or  vifible  point 
of  the  horizon.  The  prophet  was  at  firft  in- 
clined to  gratify  the  Jews  by  the  choice  of  Je» 
rufalem ;  but  he  foon  returned  to  a  more  natural 
partiality;  and  fire  times  every  day  the  eyes  of 
the  nations  at  Aftracan,  at  Fez,  at  Delhi,  are  de- 
voutly turned  to  the  holy  temple  of  Mecca.  Yet 
every  fpot  for  the  fervice  of  God  is  equally  pure : 
the  Mahometans  indifferently  pray  in  their  chamber 
or  in  the  ilreet.  As  a  diftin&ion  from  the  Jews 
and  Christians,  the  Friday  in  each  week  is  fet 
apart  for  the  ttfeful  inftitutkm  of  public  worOiip : 
the  people  is  afiembled  in  die  mofch  and  the 
imam:  fome  refpeftable  elder  afcendi  the  pulpit, 
to  begin  the.  prayer  and  pronounce  the  fermon. 
Bat  the  Mahometan  religion  is  deftttute  of  prieft- 
hood  or  facrifice;  and  the  independent  fpirit  of 
fanaticifm  looks  down  with  contempt  on  the  mi- 
nifters  and  the  flaves  of  fuperftition.  *  II.  The 
voluntary  x°*  penance  of  the  afcetics,  the  torment 

»»  Mahomet  (Sale's  Koran,  c,  9.*  p.  153.)  reproaches  the  ChWft- 
tiana  wkh  caking  their  priefts  and  monks  tor  their  lord  fir,  betides 
God.  Yet  Mforacci  (Prodromua,  part  iii.  p.  69,  70.)  excufer  the 
woribip,  efpecialljr  of  the  pope,  and  quotes,  from  the  Karaa  U(8fi 
the  cafe  of  Eblis,  or  Satan,  who  was  cait  from  heaven  for  refuting 
to  adore  Adam, 

T  2  and 
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c  HA  p.  ^xiA  glory  of  their  iives,  was  odious  to  a  prophet 
who  cenfured  in  his  companions  a  rafli  vow  of  ab- 
staining from  flefh,  and  women,  and  fleep ;  and 
firmly  declared,  that  he  would  fuffer  no  monks  in 
his  religion*10'.  Yet  he  instituted,  in  each  year, 
a  fall  of  thirty,  days;  and  ftrenuoufly  recom- 
mended the  obfervance,  as  a  difcipline  which 
purifies  the  foul  and  fubdues  the  body,  as  a  fa- 
lutary  exercife  of  obedience  to  the  will  of  God 
and  his  apoftle.  During  the  month  of  Ramadan, 
from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  the  Mu- 
fulman  abftains  from  eating,  and  drinking,  and 
women,  and  baths,  and  perfumes;  from  all  nou- 
rilhment  that  can  reftore  his  ftrength,  from  all 
pleafure  that  can  gratify  his  fenfes.  In  the  revo- 
lution of  the  lunar  year,  the  Ramadan  coincides 
by  turns  with  the  winter  cold  and  the  fummer 
heat ;  and  the  patient  martyr,  without  affuaging 
his  thirft  with  a  drop  of  water,  muft  expeft  the 
clofe  of  a  tedious  and  fultry  day.  The  inter- 
diction of  wine,  peculiar  to  fome  orders  of  priefts 
or  hermits,  is  converted  by  Mahomet  alone  into  a 
pofitive  and  general  law104;  and  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  globe  has  abjured,  at  his  com- 
mand, the  ufe  of  that  falutary,  though  dangerous, 
liquor.      Thefe    painful  reflraints    are,    doubtlefs, 

'©J  Koran,  c  jj.  p.  94.  and  Sale's  note,  which  refers  to  the  autho- 
rity of  Jaltaloddin  and  Al  Btidawi.  D'Herhcrlot  declares,  that  Ma- 
homet condemned  la  vie  retigicufe  5  and  that  the  firft  f warms  of 
fakirs,  dtrrvifes,  &o.  did  not  appear  till  after  the  yea*  300  of  the 
llegira  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  29*.  718  )- 

;°+  fee  the  double  prohibition  (Koran,  c.  1.  p.  15.  c.  5.  p.  94); 

the  one  in  the  ftylc  of  a  tegiflator,  the  other  in  that  of  a  fanatic. 

1  he  public  and  private  motives  of  Mahomet  are  inveftigated  by 

I  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  6i— 6|.)#  and  s«*k  (Preliminary 

J>ifceuiie,  p.  124,)* 

infringed 
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infringed  by  the  libertine  and .  eluded  by  the  hy-  chap. 

pocrite ;    but    the    legiflator,    by  whom  they  are   '     , 

ena&ed,  cannot  furely  be  accufed  of  alluring  his 
profelytes  by  the  indulgence  of  their  fenfual  ap- 
petites. IIT.  The  charity  of  the  Mahometans 
defcends  to  the  animal  creation ;  and  the  Koran 
repeatedly  inculcates,  not  as  a  merit,  but  as  a 
ftri&  and  indifpenlable  duty,  the  relief  of  the  in- 
digent and  unfortunate.  Mahomet,  perhaps,  is  the 
only  lawgiver  who  has  defined  the  precife  meafure 
of  charity :  the  ftandard  may  vary  with  the  degree 
and  nature  of  property,  as  it  confifts  either  in 
money,  in  corn  or  cattle,  in  fruits  or  merchandife; 
but  the  Mufulman  does  not  accomplifh  the  law, 
uiilefs  he  beftows  a  tenth  of  his  revenue ;  and  if 
his  confcience  accufes  him  of  fraud  or  extortion, 
the  tenth,  under  the  idea  of  reftitution,  is  enlarged: 
to  a  fifth  ,05.  Benevolence  is  the  foundation  of 
juftice,  fince  we  are  forbid  to  injure  thofe  whom 
we  are  bound  to  affift.  A  prophet  may  reveal  the 
fecrets  of  heaven  and  of  futurity ;  but  in  his  moral 
precepts  he  can  only  repeat  the  leflbns  of  our  own 
kearts. 

The  two  articles  of  belief,  and  the  four  prac-  Refurrec- 
lical  duties  of  Iflam,  are  guarded  by  rewards  and  Uon* 
punifhments ;    and  the  faith   of  the  Mufulman  is 

■°5  The  jealoufy  of  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iv.  p.  33.)  prompts 
him  to  enumerate  the  more  liberal  alms  of  the  Catholics  of  Rome* 
Fifteen  great  hofpitals  are  open  to  many  thou  fa  »d  patiente  and  pil- 
grims, fifteen  hundred  maiden*  arc  annually  portioned,  fifty-tix 
charity  fchools  are  founded  for  both  fexe*,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
confraternities  relieve  the  wants  of  their  brethren,  &c.  The  bene- 
volence of  London  h  ftill  more  cxtenfive ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  much 
more  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  humanity,  than  to  the  lehgion,  of  the 
people. 

T  3  devoutly 
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c  ha  P.  devbutly  fbted  On  thfc  event  of  the  judgment  and 
the  laft  day.  The  prophet  has  not  prefumed  to 
determine  the  moment  of  that  awful  cataftrophe, 
though  he  darkly  announces  the  figns,  both  in 
heaven  and  earth,  which  will  precede  the  uni- 
verfal  diflblution,  when  life  fliall  be  destroyed, 
and  the  order  of  creation  fliall  be  confounded  in 
the  primitive  chaos.  At  the  blaft  of  the  trumpet, 
new  worlds  will  ftart  into  being;  angefe,  genii, 
and  men,  will  arife  from  the  dead,  and  the  hu- 
man foul  will  again  be  united  to  the  body.  The 
do&rine  of  the  refurre&ion  was  firft  entertained 
by  the  Egyptians106;  and  their  mummies  were 
embalmed,  their  pyramids  were  conftru&ed,  to 
preferve  the  ancient  manfioh  of  the  foul,  during 
a  period  of  three  thoufand  years.  But  the  at- 
tempt is  partial  and  unavailing ;  and  it  is  with  a 
more  philofophic  fpirit  that  Mahomet  relies  on 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator,  whole  word  can 
re-animate  the  breathiefs  clay,  and  colled  the  in- 
Numerable  atoms,  that  no  longer  retain  their  form 
or  fubftahce  lo\  The  intermediate  ftate  of  the 
foul  it  is  hard  to  decide ;  and  thofe  who  moil  firm- 
ly believe  her  immaterial  nature,  are  at  a  lofs  to 
onderftand  how  fee  can  think  or  a&  without  the 
agency  of  the  organs  of  fenfe* 

106  Sec  Herodotus  (1.  ii.  c.  113.)  and  our  learned  countryman  Sir 
John  Marfham  (Canon.  Chrpnicua,  p.  46* )•  The  aJ*  of  the  fame 
writer  (p~  w— a  74  )  is  an  elaborate  ftetch  of  the  infernal  regions, 
as  they  were  painted  by  the  fancy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Greeks,  of 
the  poets  and  philofopocns  of  antiquity. 

■■7  The  Koran  (c:  %.  pi  259*  &c.  %  of  Sale,  p.  3*. ;  of  Maracci, 
p.  97.)  relates  an  ingenious  miracle,  which  fatisfied  the  curiofity, 
and  confirmed  the  faith,,  of  Abraham. 

The 
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The  re-union  of  the  foul  and  body  *ffl  be.fbi-  cri  AP. 
lowed  by  the  final  judgment  of  mankind ;  and,  ia  ur-;:jmf 
h»  copy  of  the  Magian  pt&ure*  the  prophet  has  5^^ 
too  faithfully  peprefented  the  forms  of  proceeding* 
and  even  the  flow  and  fucceflive  operations  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  By  his  intolerant  adverfaries  he 
is  upbraided  for  extending*  even  to  thenrtfelves, 
the  hope  of  falvation,  for  affertmg  the  blackeft 
herefy*  that  every  man  who  believes  in  God,  and 
accomplishes  good  works,  may  exped  in  the  laft 
day  a  favourable  fentence.  Such  ratidtial  indif- 
ference  is  ill  adapted  to  the  fchara&er  of  a  fanatic  ; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  a  meffenger  from  heaven 
fhonld  depreciate  the  value  and  neceffity  of  his 
own  revelation.  In  the  idiom  of  the  Koran *•%■ 
the  belief'  of  God  is  infeparable  from  that  of  Ma- 
homet: the  good  works  are  thofe  which  he  has 
enjoined  J  and  the  ttf  o  qualifications  imply  the 
profeffion  of  Iflam,  to  which  all  nations  and  all 
fefts  are  equally  invited.  Their  fpiritual  blind- 
nefs,  though  excufed  by  ignorance  and  crooned 
with  virtue,  will  be  fcourged  with  everlafting  tor- 
ments j  and  the  tears  which  Mahomet  fhed  over 
the  tomb  of  his  mother,  for  whom  he  was  for- 
bidden to  pray,  difplay  a  ftriking  contrail:  of  hu- 
manity and  cnthufiafm  *".   'The  doom  of  the  in* 

i<*  The  candid  Refcmd  has  demoaft  rated,  that  Mahomctdamns  all 
unbelievers  (de  Re%ion.  Mohan,  p.  x*8— M»);  that  devils  will 
pot  be  finally  laved  (p;  196—199);  that  paradife  will  tHSt/okly  con- 
fill  of  corporeal  delights  (p.  199— 105.);  *n<*  that  women's  fouls  are 
immortal  (p.  *o,$«-iioo\). 

I3v  Al  Bridawi,  aptfel  Sale,  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  164*  The  re&ifal  to 
pray  for  an  unbelieving  kindred,  is  juftified,  according  to  Mahomet, 
by  the  duty  of  a  prophet,  aiid  the  eaainpte  of  Abraham,  who  repro*' 
bated  his  owo  father  as  an  enemy  of  God.  Yet  Abraham,  (he  adds, 
c  5.  v.  126.  Maracci*  torn.  ii.  p»  3 1 7 0  fait  fane  pius,  mitis. 

T  4  fidels 
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c  H  ap.  fideis  js  common:  the  meafure  of  their  guilt  and 
punifhment  is  determined  by  the.  degree  of  evi- 
dence which  they  have  rejefted,  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  errors  which  they  have  entertained:  the 
eternal  rnanfions  of  the  Chriftians,  the  Jews,  the 
Sabians,  the  Magians,  and  the  idolaters,  are  funk 
below  each  other  in  the  abyfs ;  and  the  lowed  hell 
is  referved  for  tbe  feithlefs  hypocrites  who  have 
affumed  the  mafk  of  religion.  After  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  has  been  condemned  for  their 
opinions,  the  true  believers  only  will  be  judged 
by  their  a&ions.  .  The  good  and  evil  of  each 
Mufulman  will  be  accurately  weighed  in  a  real  or 
allegorical  balance,  and  a  lingular  mode  of  com* 
penfation  will  be  allowed  for  the  payment,  of  in- 
juries ;  the  aggreflfor  will  refund  an  equivalent  of 
his  own  good  actions,  for  the  benefit  of  the  per- 
fon  whom  he  has  wronged ;  and  if  he  Ihould  be 
deftitute  of  any  moral  property,  the  weight  of  his 
fins  will  be  loaded  with  an  adequate  (hare  of  the 
demerits  of  the  fufferer.  According  as  the  ihares 
of  guilt  or  virtue  lhall  preponderate,  the  fentence 
will  be  pronounced,  and  all,  without  diftin&ion, 
will  pafs  over  the  (harp  and  perilous  bridge  of  the 
abyfs  $  but  the  innocent,  treading  in  the  footfteps 
of.  Mahomet,  will  glorioufly  enter  the  gates  of 
paradife,  while  the  guilty  will  fall  intq  the  firft  and 
mildeft  of  the  fe\en  hells.  The  term  of  expiation 
will  vary  from  nine  hundred  to  feven  thoufand 
years ;  but  the  prophet  has  judicionfly  promifed, 
that  all  his  difciples,  whatever  may  be  their  fins, 
fltell  be  faved,  by  their  own  faith  and  his  inter- 
ceflion,  from. eternal  damnation.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifmg  that  fuperttition  fhould  aft  moft  powerfully 

on 
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on  the*  fears*  of  her  votaries,  fmce  the  human  fancy  c  H  A  *• 
can  paint  with  more  energy  the  mifery  than  the 
blife  of  a  future  life.  With  the  two  fimple  ele- 
ments  of  darknefs  and  fire,  we  create  a  fenfation 
of  pain,  which  may  be  aggravated  to  an  infinite 
degree  by  the  idea  of  endlefs  duration.  But  the 
fame  idea  operates  with  an  oppofite  effeft  on  the 
continuity  of  pleafure  y  and  too  much  of  our  pre- 
fent  enjoyments  is  obtained  from  the  relief  or  the 
comparifon  of  evil.  It  is  natural  enough  that  an 
Arabian  prophet  fhould  dwell  with  rapture  on  the 
groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  rivers,  of  paradife; 
but  inftead  of  infpiring  the  blefled  inhabitapts  with 
a  liberal  tafte  for  harmony  and  feifcnee,  converfa- 
tion  and  friendfhip,  he  idly  celebrates  the  pearls 
and  diamonds,  the  robes  of  filk,  palaces  of  marble, 
difhes  of  gold,  rich  wines,  artificial  dainties,  nu- 
merous attendants,  and  the  whole  train  of  fenfuat 
and  coftly  luxury,  which  becomes  infipid  to  the 
owner,  1  even  in  the  fhort  period  of  this  mortal  life. 
Seventy-two  H&uris,  or  black-eyed  girls,  of  re- 
fplendent  beauty,  blooming  youth,  virgin  parity, 
and  exquifite  fenfibility,  will  be  created  for  the  ufe 
of  the  meaneft  believer ;  a  moment  of  pleaTure 
will  be  prolonged  to  a  thoufand  years,  and  his 
faculties  will  be  increafed  an  hundred  fold,  to 
render  him  worthy  of  his  felicity.  Notwithftand- 
ing  a  vulgar  prejudice,  the  gates  «f  heaven  will- 
be  open  to  both  fexes;  but  Mahomet  has  not 
fpecified  the  male  companions  of  the  female  ele£t, 
left  he  fhould  either  alarm  the  jealoufy  of  their 
former  hufbands,  or  difturb  their  felicity,  by  the 
fufpicion  of  an  everlafting  marriage.  This  image 
of  ,a  carnal  paradife  has  provoked  the  indignation,' 

perhaps 
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°  Ui^  ?#  Pcrk*P*  &e  «N7*  P*  *e  n**1**  •  they  declaim 
u«-y— »  againft  the  impure  religion  of  Mahomet ;  and  his 
modeft  apologifts  are  driven  to  th$  poor  excafe  of 
figures  and  allegories.  But  the  founder  and  more 
confiftenc  party  adhere,  without  (hame,  to  the  li- 
teral interpretation  of  the  Koran :  ufelefs  would  be 
the  refurreftion  of  the  body,  unlefs  it  were  re* 
ftored  10  the  poflfeffion  and  exercife  of  its  worthicft 
faculties ;  and  the  union  of  fenfual  and  intelfefttiai 
enjoyment  is  requifite  to  complete  the  happmefs 
ef  the  double  animal,  the  perfeft  man.  Yet  the 
joys  of  the  Mahometan  paradife  will  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  indulgence  of  luxury  and  appetite; 
and  the  prophet  has  exprefsly  declared,  that  all 
meaner  happinefs  will  be  forgotten  and  defpifed  by 
the  faints  and  martyrs,  who  (hall  be  admitted  to 
the  beatitude  of  the  divine  vifion  "\ 

The  firft  and  moft  arduous  conquefts  of  Ma- 
Mahomet    hornet"*  were  thofe  of  his  wife,  his  fervant,  hw 

preaches  7  * 

at  Mecca,  pupil, 


A.  D.  609* 


at0  For  the  day  of  judgment,  hell,  paradife,  Sec.  confiilt  the  Ko- 
ran (c.  1.  v.  a$.  c.  56.  7*,  Sec.);  with  Maracci's  Tintta*,  tat  learn- 
ed, refutation  (in  his  notes,  and  in  the  Prod  ramus,  part  iv.  p.  ;S. 
«©.  122,  Ice) }  d'Herbelot  (Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  36S.  375.)* 
Rthnd  (p.  4^—61.)  5  and  Sale  (p.  ? 6—103.).  The  original  ideas 
Of  the  Magi  are  darkly  and  doubtfully  explored  by  tbctr  apologift 
Dr.  Hyde  (Hift.  Religionis  Per£irum,c«  33.  p  402—412, Qxoa.  1760} 
Ih  the  article  of  Mahomet,  Bayle  has  ftewn  hotv  indifferently  wit 
and  philofophy  fupply  the  abfence  of  genuine  in  formation. 

111  Before  I  enter  on  the  hiftory  of  the  prophet,  it  is  incumbent 
on  me  to  produce  my  evidence.  The  Latin,  French,  and  Bnglifo 
wfiom  of  the  Koran,  are  preoedeel  by  tnftofkal  diJco«rfes,aixl  tse 
three  tranflators,  Maracci  (ton.  i.  p.  10— 3 a.),  Savary  (ton.  i-  P1 
— 1-48.),  and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfc,  p.  33— $6.),%  had  aces- 
rattty  ftndied  the  language  and  chafacler  of  their  author.  Two  pro- 
fpffed  Ihret  of  Mahomet  have  been  coenpoftd  by  Dr.  Prideavx  (life 
of  Mahomet,  &ven:h  edition/  Loudon,  i;i£,  in  o4fav#)  and  the 

cooflt 
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pupil,  and  his  friend1";  fiace  he  prefmttd  him-  chap. 
fietf  as  a  prophet  to  thofe  who  were  mod  con-  i^-^q 
variant  with  hi*  infirmities  as  a  mail.  Yet  Caotijah 
bdieved  the  word*,  and  cheitthed  the  glory,  of 
her  hufrtnd ;  the  obfequtattt  and  aflfe&onate  Zeid 
was  tempted  fay  the  profpeft  of  freedom;  the  ft. 
loftrious  Ali,  the  foA  of  Abu  Taleb*  embraced 
the  fentiments  of  his  coufin  with  die  ipirit  of  a 
youthful  hero ;.  and  the  wealth,  tjhe  moderation, 
the  veracity  of  Abxibeker,  confirmed  the  religion 
of  the  prophet  whom  he  was  deftined  to  faceted. 
By  his  perfuaiion,  ten  of  the  moft  refpeftable  ci- 
tizens of  Mecca  were  introduced  to  the  private 
leffims  of  fQam;   they  yielded  to  the  voice  of 

count  de  BoulainviUiers  (Vie  dc  Mahomed  Xondres,  j 730,  in  oclave}; 
but  the  adverfe  wifli  of  finding  an  impoftor  or  an  hero,  has  too  6ften 
corrupted  the  learning  of  the  <k><ftor  mid  tbc  ingenuity  of  the  eouiit. 
Tfce -article . «  d'Herbclot  (BlblioU  Orient,  p.  598— 60  j,),  ia  chiefly 
drawn  from  Novairi  and  Mircend ;  but  the  beft  and  moft  authentic 
of  oor  guides  is  M.  Gagnier,  a  Frenchman  by  bfrth,  and  profeflbr 
at  Oxford  of  the  Oriental  tongue*.  I  ft  twoefefeorate  works  (IJmaej 
Abutted*  de  Vita  et  Rebus  geftis  Mthatnmedis,  Ac.  Latine  verifc, 
Pttcfatione  et  Notis  illullravit  Johannes  Gagnier,  Oxon.  if  aj,  in 
folio.  La  Vie  de  Mahomet  traduite  et  compiler  de  I'Akoran,  des 
Traditions  authenticities  de  la  5oima  et  dee  meilleurs  Autcurs A- 
rabes ;  ;AinAerdam,  1748*  3  vols,  in  iamo)  he  has  i  interpreted  r  illus- 
trated, and  fupplied  the  Arabic  text  of  Abulfeda  and  Aljannabi; 
the  firft,  aw  enlightened  prince,  who  reigned  at  Hamah,  in  Syria, 
A.  0/131*0^13  3a  (fee  Gagnier  Pratfat.  ad  AbnJfed.)  $  the  fecond, 
a  credulous  doctor;  who  vifited  Mecca  A.  p.  1556.  (d'Herbelot, 
p.  397-  Gagnier, torn.  iii.  p.  109,  210.).  Thefe  are  my  general 
Touchers,  and  the  inqutfitive  reader  may  follow  the  order  of  time, 
and  the  divifion  of  chapters.  Yet  I  reujft  ebferve,  that  both  Abul- 
feda and  Al  Jannabi  are  modern  hiftorians,  and  that  they  cannot 
appeal  to  any  writers  of  the  nrft  century  of  the  Hegira. 

lia  After  the  Greeks,  Prideaux  (p.  8.)  difclofes  the  fecrel  doubts 
of  the  wife  of  Mahomet.  At  if  he  had  been  a  privy  counfeHor  of 
the  prophet,  BouJainvilUers  (p.  17a,  &c.)  unfolds  the  feb&nc  and 
patriotic  views  of  Cadifah  and  tbc  firft  diJcipks. 

7  reafoot 


*84  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,  rcafdn  and  enthufiafm;  they  repeated  the  fuhda^ 
^  *.  j.  mental  creed ;  "  there  is  but  one  God,  and  Ma- 
•*  hornet  is  the  apoftle  of  God ;"  and  their  faith, 
even  in  this  life,  was  rewarded  with  riches  and  ho- 
nours, with  the  command  of  armies  and  the  go- 
vernment of  kingdoms*  Three  years  were  filently 
employed  in  the  converfion  of  fourteen  profelytes, 
the  firft  fruits  of  his  miflion ;  but  in  the  fourth 
year  he  affumed  the  prophetic  office,  and  refolving 
to  impart  to  his  family  the  light  of  divine  truth, 
he  prepared  a  banquet,  a  lamb,  as  it 'is  faid,  and  a 
bowl  of  milk,  for  the  entertainment  of  forty  guefts 
of  the  race  of  Hafhem.  "  Friends  and  khifmen," 
laid  Mahomet  to  the  affembly,  "  I  offer  you, 
<c  and  I  alone  can  offer,  the  moft  precious  of 
*c  gifts,  the  treafures  of  this  world  and  of  the 
tc  world  to  come.  God  has  commanded  me  to 
u  call  you  to  his  fervice.  Who  among  you  will 
cc  fupport  my  burthen?  Who  among  you  will 
"  be  my  companion  and  my  vizir IIJ  ?"  No 
anfwer  was  returned,  till  the  filence  of  aftonilh- 
ment,  and  doubt,  and  contempt,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  impatient  courage  of  Ali,  a  youth 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  "  O  prophet, 
<c  I  am  the  man :  whofoever  rifes  againft  thee,  I 
tt  will  dafh  out  his  teeth,  tear  out  his  eyes,  break 
€*  his  legs,  rip  up  his  belly.  O  prophet,  I  will 
<c  be  thy  vizir  over  them."  Mahomet  accepted 
Ms  offer  with  tranfport,  and  Abu  Taleb  was  iro- 

*,s  re%inu>portitor9  bajultu,  onusferens  j  and  this  plebeian  name 
was  transferred  by  an  apt  metaphor  to  the  pillars  of  the  ftate  (Gap- 
luer,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  19.).  I  endeavour  to  preferve  the  Ara- 
bian idiom,  as  far  as  I  can  feel  it  myfelf,  in  a  Latin  or  French 
moflatiofi. 

5  *  nically 
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uically  exhorted  to  refpeft  the  fuperior  dignity  of  chap: 
his  fon.  In  a  more  ferious  tone,  the  father  of 
All  advifed  his  nephew  to  relinquish  his  imprao 
ticable  defign.  "  Spare  your  remonftrances,"  re* 
plied  the  intrepid  fanatic  to  his  uncle  and  bene* 
faftorj  "  if  they  fhould  place  the  fun  on  my 
"  right-hand  and  the  moon  on  my  left,  they 
"  fhquld  not  divert  me  from  my  courfe."  He 
perfevered  ten  years  in  the  exercife  of  his  million  j 
and  the  religion  which  has  overfpread  the  Eaft 
and  the  Weft,  advanced  with  a  flow  and  painfuj 
progrefs  within  the  walls  of  Mecca.  Yet  Ma- 
hornet  enjoyed  the  fatisfa&ion  of  beholding  the 
encreafe  of  his  infant  congregation  of  Unitarians, 
who  revered  him  as  a  prophet,  and  to  whom  he 
feafonably  difpenfed  the  fpiritual  nourishment  of 
the  Koran.  The  number  of  profelytes  may  be 
efteemed  by  the  abfence  of  eighty-three  men  and 
eighteen  women,  who  retired  to  Ethiopia  in  the 
feventh  year  of  his  million;  and  his  party  was 
fortified  by  the  timely  converfion  of  his  uncle 
Hamza,  and  of  the  fierce  and  inflexible  Omar^ 
who  fignalized  in  the  caufe  of  Iflam  the  fame  zeal 
which  he  had  exerted  for  its  deftru&ion.  Nor 
was  the  charity  of  Mahomet  confined  to  the  tribe 
of  Koreilh  or  the  precin&s  of  Mecca:  on  fo- 
lemn  feftivals,  in  the  days  of  pilgrimage,  he  fre* 
quented  the  Caaba,  accofted  the  ftrangers  of  every 
tribe,  and  urged,  both  in  private  converfe  and 
public  difcourfe,  the  belief  and  worfhip  of  a  fole 
Deity.  Confcious  of  his  reafon  and  of  his  weak* 
nefs,  he  afferted  the  liberty  of  confeience,  and  dip 

claimed 
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Ql^Tt  claimed  the  ufc  of  religious  violence"4:  but  he 
called  the  Arabs  to  repentance,  and  conjured,  them 
to  remember  the  ancient  idolaters  of  Ad  and  Tha- 
mud,  whom  the  divine  juftice  had  fwept  away  from 
the&ce  of  the  earth  "\ 

The  people  of  Mecca  was  hardened  in  their  un- 
belief by  fuperftkion  and  envy.      The  elders  of 

613^6*1'  the  city,  the  uncles  of  the  prophet,  aflfc&ed   to 
defpife  the  prcfumptioci  of  an  orphan,   the   re- 
former of  his  country:  the  pious  orations  of  Ma- 
homet in  the  Caaba  were  anfwered   by  the   da* 
mours  of  Abu  Taleb.      "  Citizens  and  pilgrims, 
M  liften  not  to  the  tempter,  hearken  not  to  his  im- 
**■  pious  novelties.     Stand  fall  in  the  worfhip  of 
"  Al  L£ta  and  Al  Uzzah,"     Yet  the  fon  of  Ab- 
dallah  was   ever  dear  to  the  aged  chief;  and  he 
prote&ed  the  fame  and  perfon  of   his   nephew 
againft  the  aflaults  of  the  Koreifhites,  who   had 
long  been  jealous  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Hhfliem,     Their  malice  was  coloured  with 
the  pretente  of  religion:  in  the  age  of  Job,  the 
crime  of  impiety  was   puniflied   by  the  Arabian 

\x+  The  paflafca  of  the  Koran  in  behalf  of  toleration,  arc  ftrong 
and  numerous:  c  2.  v.  257.  c.  16. 119.  c.  17. 54.  c.  45.  ij.  c.  50. 39, 
c.  88.  2i,  ftc.  with  the  notes  of  Maracci  and  Sate.  This  charac- 
ter alone  may  generally  decide  the  dotibtt  of  the  learned,  whether 
a  chanter  was  revealed  at  Mecca  or  Medina. 

"J  Seethe  Koran  (paflim,  and  efpecially  c  7.  p.  iaj,  124,  *c,)i 
and  the  tradition  of  the  Arabs  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  35—37.). 
The  cavern*  of  the  tribe  of  Thamiui,  fit  for  men  of  the  ordinary 
liaUire,  were  fhewn  in  the  midway  between  Medina  and  Damafcus 
(Abulfed.  Arabia;  DcTcript.  p.  43,  44*)  and  maybe  probably  afcrih- 
ed  to  the  Trogloditeft  of  the  primitive  world  (Mkhaelis,  ad  Loirth 
4t  Poea  Hebraor.  j>.  *$.xt-jj*  Kechercjie*  far  ies#  Ej yptieai , 
torn-  u.  p.  4I)  &c.}. 

magiftrate ; 
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oagiftftte  "*  j  end  Mahomet  vas  guilty  of  <te~  chap: 
(erring  and  denying  the  national  deities.  But  fo 
Joofe  wag  the  policy  of  Mecca,  that  the  leaders  of 
theKoreifh,  inftead  of  accufing  a  criminal,  were 
compelled  to  employ  the  meafures  of  periuafion  of 
violence.  They  repeatedly  addreffed  Abu  Taleb 
in  the  ftyle  of  reproach  and  menace,  «  Thy  ne* 
"  phew  reviles  our  religion ;  he  accufes  oar  wife 

*  forefathers  of  ignorance  and  folly ;  filence  bin* 

*  quickly,  left  he  kindle  tumult  and  difcord  in 
**  the  dty.  If  he  perfevere,  we  (hall  draw  opt 
"  fwords  againft  him.  and  his  adherents,  and  thou 
*'  wilt  be  refpojififrle  for  the  blood  of  thy  fellow* 
*'  citizens,"  The  weight  and  moderation  of  Abu 
Taleb  eluded  the  violence  of  religious  fadtion; 
the  mod  helplef*  or  timid  of  the  difciples  retired 
\o  Ethiopia,  and  the  prophet  withdrew  himfelf  to 
various  places  of  ftrength  in  the  town  and  country. 
As  he  w*0  ftiU  fupported  by  his  family,  the  reft  of 
the  tribe?  of  Koreifh  engaged  themfelves  to  re- 
nounce ill  intercourse  yith  the  children  of  Ha- 
{hem,  neither  to  buy  nor  fell,  neither  to  marry 
nor  to  giye  in  marriage,  but  to  purfue  them  with 
impfocat>le  enmity,  till  they  fhould  deliver  the 
perfpn  of  Mahomet  to  the  juftice  of  the  gods. 
The  decree  was  fufpended  in  the  Caaba  before  the 
fyes  of  the  nation j  the  raefiengers  of  the  Koreifli 
purfued    the  Mufulman  exiles  in  the  heart  of 

*«*  Tn  {he  time  of  Job,  the  crime  of  impiety  wap  punifhed  by  the 
Arabian  magfftrate  (e,  13.  ▼.  *6,  27, 18.).   I  blufli  for  a  refpctfable 
prelate  (ge  Ppefi  Hehfttorum,  p.  650, 65V.  edit.  Michacfo $  and  let*  , 
ter  o!  a  (ate  profeflbr  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  p.  15—530*  w^°  •, 
jvltifies  ao^  applauds  this  patriarchiai  ioqmfitiofa. 

Africa : 
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C**AP*  Africa:  they  befieged .  the  prophet  and   hit  moft 
i^-v^    faithful  followers,  intercepted  their  water,  and  in- 
flamed their  mutual  animofity  by  the  retaliation  of 
injuries  and  infults.     A  doubtful  truce  reftored  the 
appearances  of  concord ;    till   the    death  of  Abu 
Taleb  abandoned  Mahomet  to  the  power  of  his 
enemies,  at  the  moment  when  he  was  deprived  of 
bis  domeftic  comforts  by  the  lofs  of  his  faithful 
and  generous  Cadijah.     Abu  Sophian,  the  chief  of 
the  branch  of  Ommiyah,  fucceeded  to  the  princi- 
pality of  the  republic  of  Mecca.     A  zealous  votary 
of  the  idols,  a  mortal  foe  of  the  line  of  Hafhem, 
he  convened  an  affembly  of  the  Koreifhites  and 
their  allies,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  apoftle.     His 
imprifonment  might   provoke   the  defpair  of  his 
enthufiafm ;  and  the  exile  of  an  eloquent  and  po- 
pular fanatic  would  diffufe  the  mifchief  through 
the  provinces  of  Arabia.     His  death  was  refolved ; 
and  they  agreed  that  a  fword   from  each    tribe 
fftould  be  buried  in  his  heart,  to  divide  the  guilt 
of  his  blood  and  bailie  the  vengeance  of  the  Ha- 
imrt  dri-      fhemites.     An  angel-  or  a  fpy  revealed  their  con- 
Mecca m     fy^cf  J  anc^  flight  was  the  only  refource  of  Ma- 
A.D.662.  hornet117.     At  the  dead  of  night,  accompanied  by 
his  friend  Abubeker,  he  filently  efcaped  from  his 
houfe:    the  aflkflins    watched  at  the   door;    but 
they  were  'deceived  by  the  figure  of  Ali,  who  re* 
pofed  on  the  bed,  and  was  covered  with  the  green 
veftment  of  the  apoftle.      The  Koreilh  refpe&ed 
the  piety  of  the  heroic  youth ;  but  foxne  verfes  of 
Ali,  which  are  (till  extant,  exhibit  an  interefting 

i'7  D'Herhclot.  IV»h1iot.  Orient,  p.  445.    He  quotes  ap&rticu^ar 
hiftoiy  of  the  fl^ht  of  Mahoaict. 

pifture 
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pi&tare  of  his  anxiety,  his  tendernefs,  and  his  re-  C  H  A  P, 
ligious  confidence*  Three  days  Mahomet  and  his  ' 
companion  were  concealed*  in  the  cave  of  Thor,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  league  from  Mecca;  and  in  the 
clofe  of  each  evening,  they  received  from  the  fon 
and  daughter  of  Abubeker,  a  fecret  fupply  of  in- 
telligence and  food*  The  diligence  of  the  Korelfli 
explored  every  haunt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  they  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavern ; 
but  the  providential  deceit  of  a  ipidef's  web  and -a 
pigeon's  neft,  is  fuppofed  to  convince  theiii  that 
the  place  was  folitary  and  inviolate,  "  We  are 
"  only  two,"  Cud  the  trembling  Abubeker. 
"  There  is  a  third,1*  replied  the  prophet  j  "  h 
46  is  God  himfelf."  No  fooher  was  the  purfuit 
abated,,  than  the  two  fugitives  iflued  from  the 
rock,  and  mounted  their  camels :  oh  the  road  to 
•Medina,  they  were  overtaken  by  the  emiflaries  of 
the  Sioreifhj  they  redeemed  themfelvcs  with 
prayers  and  ptomlfes  from  their  hands*  In  this 
eventful  moment,  the  lance  of  dii  -Arab  might 
have  changed  the  hiftory  of  the  world*  The 
flight  of  the  prophet  from  Mecca  to  Medina 
has  fixed  the  memorable  aeira  of  the  Hegira  M% 

'*  The  Bqprtr  Was  inftituted  by  Omar,  the  fecond  caliph %  in  imi- 
tation of  the  aera  of  the  martyrs  of  the  Chriftians  (d'Herbelpt, 
p  444.)  ;  and  properly  commenced  fixty- eight  days  before  the  flight 
of  Manotaet,  with  the  firft  of  Moharrefl,  or  firlt  day  of  that  Ara- 
bian year*  which  coincides  with  Friday  July  i6*h,  A.D.  62*  (Abul* 
feda,  Vit.  Moham.  c.  i»,  23.  p.  45—50.5  and  Greaves'*  edition  of 
UUug  Jkig's  Epoebx  Arab  urn,  &c.  c.  i.  p.  8.  10,  &c).  . 
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which,  at  the  end  of  twelve  centuries,  ftitt  (fit 
criminates  the    lunar  years   of  die  Mahometan 
nations  "9. 
Received        The  religion  of  tie  Koran  might  have  peri&dl 

as  prince 

ef  MtdU  in  its  cradle,  had  not  Meditaa  embraced  with  faith 
S!b.  612.  an^  revexience  the  holy  outcaffa  of  Mecca.  Me- 
dina, or  the  aiy9  known  under  the  name  of 
'  Yathreb,  before  it  was  fan&ified  by  the  throne  of 
"the  prophet,  was  divided  between  the  tribes  bf 
the  Charegites  and  the  AMrfites,  whofe  hereditary 
feud  was  rekindled  by  the  illighteft  provocations: 
two  colonies  of  Jews,  who  boafted  a  fkcerdotal 
race,  were  their  humble  allies,  and  without  con* 
verting  the  Arabs,  they  introduced  the  tafte  of 
fcience  and  religion,  which  diftingiiiffifed  Medina 
as  the  city  of  the  book.  Some  of  her  noWeft 
citizens,  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Caaba,  were  con* 
verted  by  the  preaching  of  Mahomet;  on  their 
return  they  diffufed  the  belief  of  God  tad  Kb 
prophet,  and  the  new  alliance  was  ratified  by  their 
deputies-  In  two  fecret  and  no&iirnal  interviews  On 
a  hill  in  the  fuburbs  of  Mecca.  In  the  firft,  ftn 
Charegites  and  two  Awfites  united  in  faith  and 
love,  pxotefted  in  the  name  of  their  wives,  their 
^children,  and  their  abfent  br^jpfen,  thai  they 
.  would  for  eva  profcfs  the  creed,  and  obferve  the 
precepts,  of  the  Koran-  The  fecond  was  a  poli- 
tical affitoation,  the  firft  vital  fpark  of  die  empire 

»f  Mahomet's  life,  frota  his  million  to  the  Hcglrt,  tngybefbtrnd 
10  Abttlfeda  (p.  14— 4J-)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  L  p.  1)4.-251. 34%—* 
'  3S3.). s  The  legend  from  p.  i  8  7— 134,  it  touched  by  Al  Jtnnabi, 
and  difflained  by  Abol&da.. 
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ci  the  $*racens lao.  Sarenty-dwee  men  and  two  9  ¥>  ?• 
jrosien  of  Medina  held  a  folenjn  conference  m$ 
Mahomet,  his  kinfmen,  and  his  difdpies;  and 
pledged  themfelves  to  .each  other  by  a  mutual  oath 
of  fidelky.  They  promifed  in  the  name  of  thf 
city,  ttat  if  .he  flioujd  be  baniihed,  they  youl^l 
jpeGctpre  him  as  a  confederate,  obey  him  as  a  leader, 
and  defend  him  to  the  laft  extremity,  like  their 
drives  and  children.  u  But  if  you  are  .Recalled  by 
"  your  country/9  they  a&ed  with  a  flattering 
ABlriety,  **  w*B  you  not  ^andon  your  new  allies  i" 
"  AH  dungs/'  replied  Mahomet  with  *  fwlp, 
&  air  now  common  between  us ;  your  blopd  is  jp 
M  my  blood,  your  ruin  as  my  ruin.  "We  arp 
*  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honour  anfl 
<"  mtereft.  I  am  your  friend,  and  the  enemy  qf 
-"  your  foes»"  "  But  if  we  are  killed  in  y<w 
w  fervice,  what,"  excl^med  the  deputies  of  Me- 
dina* *  will  be  our  reward?"  w  Par^diu/9  re- 
plied die  prophet  "  Stretch  forth  thy  bw&" 
He  ftretched  it  forth,  and  they  .reiterated  -the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity.  Their  treaty  was  ra- 
tified by  the  people,  who  unanknoufly  embraced 
the  prafeffion  of  Ifiam ;  they  rejoiced  jn  the  exile 
tof  the  apoftle,  but  they  trembled  for  his  iafety, 
and  impatiently  .expe&ed  his  arrival.  After  Hipe- 
rilous  and  rapid  journey  along  the  feacoaft,  :he 
halted  at  Koba,  two  miles  irom  the  city,  and  .made 
his  public  entry  into  Molina,  fifteen  days  after 

. "°  Tbctriplc  inauguration  pf  MahoipctiaddcnbcdbyAbuJfcdi 
(p.  so.  33.  40. 86.)  and  Gagnier  (torn,  i.p.  34*,  fcc.  349*&c«  torn.  ii. 
^.  M3,Sdc.X 

U  2  his 
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his  flight  from  Mecca.    Five  hundred  of  the  ci- 
tizens advanced  to*  meet  him  :  he  was  hailed  with 
acclamations  of  loyalty  and  devotion;  Mahomet 
was  mounted  on  a  fhe-camel,  an  umbrella  (haded 
his  head,  and  a  turban  was  unfurled  before  him  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  a  ftandafd.     His  braveft 
difcipleS,  who  had   been  fcattered  by  the  ftorro, 
affembled  round  his  perfon :  and  the  equal,  though 
various,  merit  of  the  Moflems  was  diftmguiflied 
by  the  names  of  Moba^erlans  and  Anfars^  the  fu- 
gitives of  Mecca,  and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina. 
To  eradicate  the  feeds  of  jealoufy,  Mahomet  ju- 
dicioufly  coupled  his  principal  followers  with  the 
rights  and  obligations  of  brethren,  and  when  AH 
found  himfelf  without  a  peer,  the  prophet  ten- 
derly declared,  that  be  would  be  the  companion 
and  brother  of  the  noble  youth.     The  expedient 
was  crowned  with  fuccefs ;  the  holy  fraternity  was 
refpeded  in  peace  and  war,  and  the  two  parties 
vied  with  each  other  in  a  generous  emulation  of 
.courage  and  fidelity*     Once  only  the  concord  was 
(lightly  ruffled  by  an  accidental  quarrel;    a  pa- 
triot of  Medina  arraigned  the  infolence  of  the 
ftrtngefs,  but  the  hint  of  their  expulfion  was  heard 
with  abhorrence,  and  his  own  fon  mod  eagerly 
offered  to  lay  at  the  apoftle's  feet  the  head  of  hk 
father* 

tils  regal        From  his  eftablifhment  at  Medina,    Mahomet 
1  a'd'      affumed  the  exercife  of  the  regal  and  facerdotal 

6**— 6ji.  0fEce  j  and  it  was  impious  to  appeal  from  a  judge 
tyhofe  decrees  Were  infpired  by  the  divine  wifdora. 
A  fmall  portion  of  ground,  the  patrimony  qf  two 

orphans, 
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orphans,  was  acquired  by  gift  or  purchafe lu  ;  on  c  HA  p, 
that  chofen  fpot,  he  built  an  houfe  and  a  mofch 
move  venerable  in  their  rude  fimplicity  than  the 
palaces  -and  temples  of  the  Afiyrian  caliphs.  His 
feal  of  gold,  or  filver,  was  infcribed  with  the 
apoftolic  tkle;  jvhen  he  prayed  and  preached  in 
the  weekly  aflfembiy,  he  leaned  againft  the  trunk 
of  a  palm- tree  j  and  it  was  long  before  he  indulged 
himfelf  .in  the  ufe  of  a  chair  or  pulpit  of  rough 
timber"*.  After  a  reign  of  fix  years,  fifteen 
hundred  Moflems,  in  arms  and  in  the  field,  re- 
newed their  oath  of  allegiance;  and  their  chief 
repeated  the  affurancc  of  prote&jon  tilL  the  death 
of  the  laft  member,  or  the  final  diffolution  pf  the 
party.  It  was .  in  the  fame  camp  that  the  deputy 
of  Mecca  was  ailonifhed  by  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  to  the  words  and  looks  of  the  prophet,  by 
the  eagernefs  with  which  they  colleded  his  fpittle, 
an  hair  that  dropt  on  the  ground,  the  refufe 
water  of  his  luilrations,  as  if  they  participated  in 
fame  degree  of  the  prophetic  virtue.     "  I  have 

ni  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  44.)  reviles  the  Wicked nefs  of 
the  Impoftor,  who  defpotled  two  poor  orphans,  the  font  of  a  car- 
penter $  a  reproach  which  he  drew  from  the  Difputatio  contra 
Saraoeno8,  compofed  in  Arabic  before  the  yeir  1130  ,  but  the  ho- 
neft  Oagnier  (ad  Abulfed.  p.  53  )  has  fhewn  that  they  were  deceived 
by  the  word  M  Najjar,  which"  fignifiei,  in  this  place,  not  an  ob- 
fcure  trade,  but  a  noble  tribe  of  Arabs.  The*defol£te  ftatc  of  the 
ground  is  defcrihed  by  Abulfeda ;  and  his  worthy  interpreter  has 
proved  from  Al  Bochari,  the  offer  of  a  price;  from  Al  Janaabi,  the 
fair  purchale;  and  trom  Ahmed  Ben  Jpfep)u  the  payment  of  the 
money  by  the  generous  Abubeker.  On  thefe  grounds  the  prophet 
muft  be  honourably  acquitted. 

***  Al  Jannabi (apud  jGagnier,  torn.  ii.  p.  146.  324.)  defences  tie 
fcal  and  pulpit,  aa  two  venerable  relics  of  the  apoftlc  of  God ;  an4 
jthe  portrait  of  his  court  is  taken  from  Abulfeda Xc  44.  p.  85.)* 

y3  .    "feen," 
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foen,"  Bid  he,  u  th*  dhefroes  of  Perfii  and 

*  the  Caeftr  of  Rome,  but  never  did  f  behold  a 

*  king  antoag  his  fobje&s  like  Mahomet  among 
f  his  companions."  The  devout  fervour  of  en- 
tfmfiifm  afts  with  more  enetgy  add  truth  than  the 
fold  and  formal  fefrvility  of  court*. 

H*<te-  In  t&i  ftate  of  nature  evefy  man  has  a  rig^t  to 

tgd^ubc  defend,  by  forcfe  of  arms,  his  perfon  and  his  pot 
fcWd*.  fcffions;  to  rtpel,  or  eveh  to  prevent,  the  vio- 
lence of  fai  enfcmies,  and  to  extend  his  hofttHtitt 
id  a  reafonaUe  m£aTure  of  farisfadion  and  retalia- 
tion. In  the  free  fociety  of  the  Arab**  tfcedtotic* 
fcf  fubje£fc  and  citizen  imposed  i  feeble  rtftrtintj 
and  Mahomet,  ih  the  eaerdfe  of  a  peaceful  and 
benevolent  miAiftn,  had  been  defpoiled  and  ba- 
hifhed  by  die  fnjuftice  of  his  countrytafeh.  The 
ihorce  of  an  independent  people  had  halted  the 
fugitive  of  Mecca  to  the  rank  of  a  foverrigtt;  and 
he  *as  invefted  with  the  juft  prerogative  of  form- 
ing affiance,  and  of  waging  offenfive  or  defenfive 
#ar.  The  imperfe&on  of  human  tights  vrtu  fop- 
plied  and  armed  by  the  plenitude  of  divine  power : 
the  prophet  of  Medina  affumed,  in  his  new  reve- 
latidhfc,  a  fiercer  and  more  fenguiteury  tone,  which 
proves  that  his  former  moderation  was  the  effeft 
Of  weakneft ■•* :  thf  mfeans  of  perikafion  had  been 
tried,  the  tetfdti  of  forbearance  tots  dapfed,  and 
•he  was  now  commanded  to  propagate  his  religion 
by  the  fa  ord,  to  deftfoy  the  monuments  of  ido- 

"*  The  vm*  and  ix*  chapters  of  tfce  Kfcttli  *fe  fire  Ibttdrft  and 
Irtbft,  vehement;  and  Mtfracct  (ProdrodMis,  J*rt  iv.  j>.  5*— fcfc.)  lias 
to*%hed  wfth  m<tej*ftiet  grato  dtfcfttto*  agriHAtlit  doabh:  dart- 
ing tftfc*  iifl)*>fltir. 

Utry, 
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bay,  and,  without  regarding  the  fan&ity  of  days  C  HA  p. 
pr  ninths,  to  purfue  the  unbelieving  nations  of 
(he  quth,      The  fame  bloody  precepts,    fo   re- 
pft?t$dly  iqculcated  in  tlje  Kor^n,  ^re  afcribed  by 
tJ*G  at^pr  to  the  Pentateuch  and   the   Gofpel. 
put  the  mijd  tenor  of  the  evangelic  ftyle  may  ex- 
plain 4n  ambiguous  text,  that  Jefus  did  not  bring 
pqice  p£  the  earth,  but  a  fword :   his  patient  and 
humble  virtues  fliould  not  be  confounded  with  the 
Htfol^rant  peal  of  princes  and  bifhops,  who  have 
difgra^ed  (he  ftfn>e  of  his  difciples*    In  jhe  pro- 
Jecutjon  of  religious  war,  Ijfehomet  might  appeal 
wi&  mor#  propriety  to  the  example  of  Mofes,  of 
the  judgr*  and  die  kifigs  of  Jfrael.    The  military 
I^rs  of  the  Hebrews  are  ftil}  more  rigid  than  thofe 
of  the  Arabia*)  legiflator  IA\    The  JLord  of  hofts 
torched  in  p«rfop  before  tfce  Jews :  if  a  city  re- 
filled theft:  fummons,  jfoe  m?les,  without  difiinc- 
liop,  wfte  put  tp  tjhe  fword :  the  feyen  nations  qf 
^n*in  were  deyoted  t9  deftr^iftion  j  and  neither 
ttpeqtppoe  nor  conyprfipn  couJd  ftiiejd  them  from 
the  iacvrtabU  cjopift,  *h#  no  <amtur<e  within  their 
pm&B&t  ftmW  &  Jeft  aJtiw*.    Thp^ir  option  x>f 
frfM&p,  ^r  frfrpift^  Qr  J>#tle,  y&  prqpofed 
to  (fee  t&einife*  of  ^la^n^.    If  they  pofejli^ 
the  creed  of  Iflam,  they  were  admitted  to  all  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  benefits  of  his  primitive 
difcipks,  4n4  mxch&l  i^nd^  tjje  Iflxne  fe&npe?  ty 

m  Tfcc  »?b  *nd  xitfh.cbiipUrt.Qf  ftcuteQftQinj,  jwtj  tjbp  prjc- 
Jicaliceam6ats  of  JoJhua,  David,  .4«!.  Jpe  pp<J  jyi^fivw  tye.  Jftui 
fatisfadion  by  the  pious  Chriftians  of  the  prefect  a$e.  fiyt  the  bU 
(hops,  as  w*M  a*  the  rabbis  of/ornfir  time*,  fca/u-  heat  the  drum- 
ecdefia&ic  with  pleasure  «n4  fuec«6.  <Salt>8  PccUouna/y  JJtif- 
courfc,  p.  14*,  i43»> 

U  4  extend 
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C  HA  p.  extend  the  religion  which  -they  had  embraced* 
The  clemency  of  the  prophet*  was  decided  by  his 
intereft,  yet  he  feldom  trampled  on  a  proftrate 
enemy;  and  he  feems  to  prorrpfe,  that,  on  the 
payment  of  a  tribute,  the  lead  guilty  of  his  un- 
believing fubjefts  might  be  indulged  in  their 
worfhip,  or  at  lead  in  their  imperfect  faith.  In 
the  firft  months  of  his  reign,  he  pra&ifed  the  let 
fons  of  holy  warfare,  and  difplayed  his  white  ban- 
ner before  the  gates  of  Medina:  the  martial 
apoflje  fought  in  perfon  at  nine  battles  or  fieges  "5 ; 
and  fifty  enterprifes  of  war  were  atchieved  in  ten 
years  by  himfelf  or  his  lieutenants.  The  Arab 
continued  to  unite  the  profeflions  of  a  merchant 
;and  a  robber;  and  his  petty  excurfions  for  the 
defence  or  the  attack  of  a  caravan  infenfibly  pre- 
pared his  troops  for  the  conqueft  of  Arabia.  The 
diftribution  of  the  fpoil  was  regulated  by  a  divine 
law,ai:  the  whole  was  faithfully  colle&ed  in  one 
pommpn  mafc :  a  fifth  of  the  gold  and  filver,  the 
prifoners  and  cattle,  the  moveables  and  immove* 
.  ables,  was  referved  by  the  prophet  for  pious*  and 
pharitable  ufes ;  the  remainder  was  fhared  in  ade- 
quate portions,  by  the  foldiers  who'  had  obtained 
the  viftory  or  guarded  the  camp :  the  rewards  of 

**s  Atmlfeda,  in  yit.  Moham,  p.  i$fr  The  private  arfcnal  of  the 
apoftle  confuted  of  nine  fwords,  three  lances,  feven  pikes  or  half- 
pikes,  a  quiver  and  three  bows,  feven  cuiraffes,  three  (hieWs,  and 
two  helmets  (Gagnier,  tom.  Hi.  p.  348— 334..)*  with  a  large  white 
ftandard,  a  black  banner  (p.  3is.),  twenty  horfcs  (p.  3*tJ,&c. 
Two  of  his  martial  Jayings  are  recorded  by  tradition  (Gagnier, 
fom.li.p.88.  337.).' 

"*  The  whole  fubjeA  de  jure  belli  Mohammedanorum,  is  cx- 
fcanfted  in  a  feparate  diflertation  by  the  learned  Relaad  (DuTerU- 
ppnes  Mifcellanex,  torn,  iii.  DuTcrt.  x.  p.  3—53.)- 

the 
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the  flain  devolved  to  their  widows  and  orphans;  C  H  APL 
and  the  increafe  of  cavalry  was  encouraged  by 
the  allotment  of  a  double  (hare  to  the  horfe  and 
to  the  man.    From  all  fides  the  roving  Arabs 
were  allured   to   the   ftandard    of   religion   and 
plunder :  the  apoftle  fan&ified  the  licence  of  em- 
bracing the  female  captives  as  their  wives  or  con- 
cubines ;  'and  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  beauty 
was  a  feeble  type  of  the  joys  of  paradife  prepared 
forSthe  valiant  martyrs  of   the  faith.      u  The 
**  fword,"  fays  Mahomet,  "  is  the  key  of  heaven 
"  and  of  hell :  a  drop  of  blood  flied  in  the  caufe 
*"  of  God,   a  night  fpent  in    arms,  is  of  more 
f*  avail  than  two  months  of  falling  or  prayer: 
*'  whofoever  falls  in  battle,  his  fins  are  forgiven  t 
**  at  the  day  of  judgment  his  wounds  (hall  be  re- 
"  fplendent  as  vermillion  and  odoriferous  as  mufk  ; 
"  and  the.  lofs  of  his  limbs  fliall  be  fupplied  by 
"  the  wings  of  angels  and  cherubim."    The  in* 
<repki  fouls  of  the  Arabs  were   fired  with  en- 
thufiafin?  the  pifture  of  the  invifible  world  was 
ilrongly  painted  on  their  imagination;   and  the 
death  which  they  had  always  defpifed  became  an 
objeft  of  hope  and  defire.    The  Koran  inculcates, 
.in  the  mpft  abfolute  fenfe,  the  tenets  of  fate  and 
predeftination,    which  would   extinguiih  both  in- 
duftry  and  virtue,  if  the  a&ions  of  man  were  go- 
verned by  his  fpeculative  belief.      Yet  their  in- 
fluence in  every  age  has  exalted  the  courage  of 
the  Saracens  and  Turks.    The  firft  companions 
of  Mahomet  advanced  to  battle  with  a  fearlefs 
confidence  :  there  is  no  danger  where  there  is  no 
chance :   they  'were  ordained  to  periih    in  their 

beds  j 
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c  «A  *•  tad*  t  er  tiny  wore  lafe  and  iayutocoWc  «mi«U| 

r    /-.u*  the  darts  of  the  enemy1*7. 

Hisdefen-      Perhape  the  Koretfh  would  have  heen  content 

a^tnft  the   ^^  ttlC  *^**  °^  ^a^0i*ler9  ^  ^y  BOt  bcen  P1** 

Korei(hof  vofced  and  alarmed  by  the  vengfaqce  of  an  enemy, 
Mecca-      who  could  intercept  their  Syrian  trade  ai  it  ftf*} 
aid  repafW  through  the  terru^  4b* 

Sophia*  himfclf,  with  only  thirty  or  forty  foUow*fa> 
condu£ted  a  irealthy  caravan  of  a  thpufrpd  camels; 
the  fortune  or  degtcrity  of  bit  march  efcaped  tttf 
vigilance  of  Mahometj  but  the  chief  of  the  &•» 
rritti  m  informed  that  the  My  rafrtei*  vert 
placed  in  amhufli  to  watt  h*  ntmn.  Jbfe  dif- 
pttched  a  meffisnger  to  his  brethren  of  fdtgea, 
and  they  were  roufed,  by  the  fear  of  lofing  tWr 
aercbandife  and  their  prorffiom,  unlff*  they 
battened  to  hit  relief  with  the  mititory  fame  of  the 
city.  The  faercd  band  of  Mahomet  was  formed 
of  three  hundred  and  thirteen  Mbflemt,  of  whom 
JeffeBty«femi  were  fugitives,  nnd  ike  reft  auxili- 
aries: they  mounted  by  turns  a  train  of  fcrarty 
camels  (the  camek  of  Yatfcreb  were  fonpaidafcie  in 
mmr):  totfuchvas  the  poverty  of  ids  firftdifdptes, 
that  only  two  could  appear  on  horfeback  in  the 
fields    In  the  fertile  and  fanous  vak  of  Be- 

der* 

"7  TbedoArmc  of  aUblutc  prcdcAuurtipv,  $n  wh#i  fcwjaeji- 
f  ion*  can  reproach  each  other,  is  fternly  expofed  in  theJCoran  (c.  f. 
9'  5»»  Si  c-  4-  P-  70.  Sec.  with  the  not**  of  Sale,  and  c.  17.  p.  413* 
with  tfcofc  of  WaraQci).  Reland  (de  ffelig.  Jlohtfnjn.  p.<$i-r4*.) 
*ud  Sale  (Prelim.  Difcourfc,  p.  xo^ttpjxfetthccpinjpn*  <of  tyc 
doctors,  and  our  movers  travellers  the  confidence*  the  fading  con* 
£dcncet  of -the  Turks 

5*  Al  Jaanafc  (ajpudfQagfucr.  tow-ii.*.*/)  afep»  bi&JkwQ$r 
or  €%hty  horfe  j  axjd  on  two  other  occafiona  prior  to  the  battle  of 

Oatld, 
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d»f  ••%  tteee  ftatbus  from  Medina,  he  tos  in-  c  *A  * 
formed  by  his  fcouts  of  the  caravan  that  approach-    u-vw 
ed  on  one  fide ;  of  the  Koreitb,  one  hundred  horfe, 
tight  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  who  advanced  on  the 
Other.      After  a  fhort  debate,  he   iacrificed  the 
prafpeft  of  wealth  to  the  puriuit  of  glory  and  re- 
venge ;  and  a  flight  Intrenchment  was  formed  to 
cover  his  troops  and  *  (beam  of  frefh  water  that 
glided  through  the  valley.     «  O  God/'  he  ex-  Jgg* 
claimed  as  the  numbers  of  the  Koreifh  defcended  A.D.Vs$. 
from  the  hills,'  «  O  God,  if  thefe  are  deftroyed, 
"  by  whom  wilt  thou  be  worflnpped  on  the  earth  i 
"  —Courage,  my  children,  clofe  your  ranks ;  di£» 
u  charge  your  arrows,  and  the  day  is  your  own/f 
At  thefe  ^erde  he  placed  himfelf,  with  Abubeker,  on 
a  throne  or  pulpit  >3°,  and  inftantly  demanded  the 
fnccout  of  G&briel  and  three  thoufand  angels.    His 

i 

Ohud,  he  enlifts  a  body  of  thirty  (p.  io.)>  and  of  500  (p.  66.)  troop- 
ers. Yet  the  Mufulmans,  in  the  field  of  Ohud,  had  no  more  than 
t*6l)6rJes,  atoordtftg  to  the  better  fenfe  of  AbuMeda  (in  Vft.  Ma- 
baiiun.  p.  jpud.  p.*50*  in  thejfas/  province,  the  camels  woe 
numerous  5  but  the  horfe  appears  to  have  been  left  common  than 
In  the  Happy  or  the  Defirt  Arabia. 

**  leader  fiovnecne,  twenty  wiles  from  Medina,  and  forty  fro* 
Mecca,  is  on  the  high  road  of  the  caravan  of  Egypt}  and  the  ptf- 
grims  annually  commemorate  the  prophet's  viclory  by  illuminations, 
rockets,  fcc.    8t»w1  Travels,  p.  477. 

13°  The  place  to  which  Mahomet  retired  during  the  a&ion  it 
ftyled  by  Gagnier  (in  Abulfeda,  c.  17.  p.  58.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
torn.  ii.  p.  30.  23')*  Umbraculum,  une  loge  de  bois  a<vcc  une  1 drte.  The 
fame  Arabic  Word  is  rendered  by  Reilke  (Annales  Moflemici  AbuU 
feds,  p.  1%)  by  Solium,  Suggejhu  edittor  \  and  the  difference  is  df 
the  utmoft  moment  for  the  honour  both  of  the  interpreter  and  of 
the  hero.  1  am  forry  to  obfervc  the  pride  and  acrimony  with  which 
the  Keilke  chaftifes  his  fellow-labourer.  Sacpe  fie  vertrt,  ut  integrs* 
paginse  ncqueant  nifi  una  litura  corrigi :  Arabice  non  fatti  callebat 
et  carebat  judtcio  critico.  J.  J.  Reilke,  Piodidagmata  ad  Hagji 
Chalitae  Tabula*,  p.  %%%.  ad  calccm  Abulfeds  Syri*  Tabula  \ 
I-ipfiss,  17*4,  in  4*, 
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ejre  was  fixed  on  the  field  of  battle :  the  Miifiit- 
mans  fainted  and  were  preffed :   in  that  decifive 
moment  the    prophet   flatted    from  his    throne, 
mounted  his  horfe,    and  caft  a  handful  of  fand 
into  the  air;    "Let  their  faces  be  covered  with 
*•  confuflon.*1      Both  armies  heard  the  thunder 
of  his  voice:  their  fancy  beheld  the  angdic  war- 
riors §*' :  the  Koreifh  trembled  and  fled :   feventy 
of  the  braveft  were  flain;   and  feventy  captives 
adorned  the  firft  vi&ory  of  the  faithful.     The  dead 
bodies  of  the  Koreifh  were  defpoiled  and  infult- 
ed:    two  of  the  moft  obnoxious  prifoners  were 
puntfhed  with  death ;  and  the  ranfom  Qf  the  others, 
four  thoufand  drams  of  filver,  compenfated  in  fome 
degree  the  efcape  of  the  caravan.    But  it  was  in 
vain  that  the  camels  of  Abu  Sophian  explored  a 
new  road  through  the  defert  and  along-  die  Eu- 
phrates :  they  were  overtaken  by  the  diligence  of 
the  Mufulmans ;  and  wealthy  mud  have  been  the 
prize,  if  twenty  thoufand  drams  cottkl  be  fet  apart 
for  the  fifth  of  th$  apoftle.    The  re&ntment  of  the 
public  and  private   lofs    Simulated  Abu  Sophian 
.to  colled  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men,  feven 
hundred  of  whom  were  armed  with  cuirafles,  and 
two  hundred  were  mounted  on  horfeback;  three 
thoufand  camejs  attended  hi*  parch »  and  his  wife 

«*»  The  lopfc  expreflions  of  the  Koran  (c.  3.  p.  194, 1*5.  c.  8- 
p.  9.)  allow  the  commentators  to  fluctuate  between  the  "numbers  of 
j  000,  3000,  or  9000  angels  j  and  the  fnalleft  of  thefe  might  fuffice 
Tor  the  Daughter  of  feventy  of  the  Koreifh  (Maracci,  Alcoran, 
torn,  ii  p.  131.).  Yet  the  fame  fcholiafts  confer,  that  this  angelic 
band  was  not  vifiblc  to  any  mortal  eye  (Maracci,  p.  297.).  They  re- 
fine on  the  words  (c.  8.  16.),  u  not  thou,  but  God,*'  &c.  (d  Her- 
*  helot,  Bibliot  One  n  tale,  p.  600,  601.  )• 

4  Henda, 
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Henda,  with  fifteen  matrons  of*  Mftcca,  inetSanftiy  c  ha  p. 
founded  their  timbrels  to  animate  the  troops,  and    k~-Js 
to- magnify  the  greatnefs  of  Hobal,  the  moft  po-  \f  jjh}£* 
palar  deity  of  the  Caaba*     The  ftandand  of  God 
and  Mahomet  was  upheld  by  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  believers :  the  difproportion  of  numbers  was 
not  more  alarmifeg  than  in  the  field  of  Beder^ 
and  their  prefumption  of  viftory  prevailed  againft 
the  divine  aftd  human  fenfe  of  the  apoftle.     The 
fecond  battle  ifras  fought  on  mount  Ohud,  (ik  . 
miles  to  the  north  of  Medina l$%:  theKoreifh  ad- 
vanced  in  die  forfn  of  a  crefcent :   and  the  right 
wing  of  cavakywas  led  by  Caled,  the  fierceft  and 
nioft  •  fuccefsful  of  the  Arabian  warriors.      The 
troops  of  Mahomet  were  flrilfully  ported  on  the  de* 
clivity  of  the  hill ;  and  their  rear  was  guarded  by 
a  detachment  of  fifty  archers.     The  weight  of  their 
charge  impelled  and  broke  the  centre  of  the  ido- 
laters ;  but  in  the  purfuit  they  loft  the  advantage 
of  their  ground  :  the  archers  defimed  their  ftariort : 
the  Mufulmans  were  tempted  by  the  fpoil,  dif- 
obeyed  their  general,  and  difondered  their. ranks. 
rrhe  intrepid  Caled,  wheeling  his  cavalry  on  theft- 
flank  and  rear,  exclaimed,  with  a  loud  voice,,  that 
Mahomet  was  flain.    He  was  indeed  wounded  m 
the  face  with  a  jajvelin :   two  of  his  teeth  were 
fluttered  with  a  /lone;  yet,  in  the  midft  of  tumult  > 

and  difmay,  he  reproached  the  infidels  with  the 
murder  of  a  prophet;  and  blefled  the  friendly 
hand  that  (launched  his  blood,  and  conveyed  him 
to  a  place  of  fafety.  Seventy  martyrs  died  for 
the  fins  of  the  people :  they  fell,  faid  the  apoftle, 

"i*  Geograph.  Nubienfw,  p.  47* 
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In  pain,  cadi  brother  fflafararing  Ms  Kfdefe  com- 
panion lu :  their  bodies  were  mingled  by  the  in- 
human  females  erf  Mecca;  and  the  wife  of  Abu 
Sophism  tailed  the  entrails  of  Hamaa,  the  vnde 
of  Mwhomftt.  They  might  applaud  their  foper* 
£kion  and  fatiate  their  fury;  but  the  Afofotoaas 
iboH  rallied  in  the  field,  and  the  KorqUh  warned 
ftrength  oar  courage  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Me- 
dina. It  was  attacked  the  tgAuBg  year  by  an 
army*  of  *e#  thou&nd  leftemiesj  and  thi*  tfcpd  «c- 
peditkm  js  irartoufly  owned  fcom  Ac  *a/*w, 
which  marched. under  the  ftanaer  of  Abu  Sophian, 
from  the  4#f£.  which  was  drawn  befase  the  <ity, 
and  a  camp;  of  three  thoufand  Mufulram*.  The 
prudence  of  Mahomet  declined  a  general  engage- 
ment ;  the  valour  of  Ali  was  fignalifed  in  fingle 
combat ;  and  -the  war  was  protra&ed  twenty  day*, 
till  the  final  feparaion  of  the  confederates.  A 
temped  of  wind,  istio,  and  b«|ilf  overturned  th^ir 
tents :  the  private  quarrels  were  fomented  by  .an  in- 
fidiousadyerfary ;  and  the  Koccifli,  defected  by  their 
allies,  no  longer  .hoped  loiuhrattbe  throne,  or  to 
check  the  conquefts,  of  their  invincible  cariie iJ\  . 
.  The  choice  of  Jerufelem  ibrthe  firft  kobU  of 
prayer  difco vers  the  -early  propenfity  -of  -Mahomet 
in  favour  of  the  Jews;  -and  'happy  would  k  have 
been  for  their  temporal  mtereft,  had  they  recognif* 

ns  In  the  in*  chapter  Of  the  Kotan  (p.  50—53.  **th  Sale**  notes), 
the  prophet  alleges.fomc  poor  excufes  6>r  the  defeat  of  OhiicL  ' 

w  For  the  detail  of  the  three  Koreifti  wars,  of  Beder,  of  Ohad, 
iiod  of  the  ditch,  perufc  Abulfeda'(p.  ft~€u  64^+69/.  75—77.),  G**: 
aier  (torn,  it,  p.  aj— 45«  10—96.  xso— 139.),  with  the  .proper,  artfc 
etes  of  d'Herbclot,  and  the  abridgements  of  Elmacin  (Hifi.  Saracen. 
p.  6,  7.}  and  Abnjpharafivt  (DfoafUp.  to*.} 
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td,  in  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  hope  of  Hhtel  and  «  HA  *. 
the  promifed  Meffiah.  Their  obftinacy  converted  u-Jur 
his  friendship  into  implacable  hatred,  with  which 
he  purftied  that  unfortunate  people  to  the  laft  me. 
ment  of  his  life :  and  in  the  double  charafter  of 
an  apoltie  and  a  conqueror,  his  perfertrion  was 
Winded  to  both  worlds  u*.  The  Kainoka  dwdt 
at  Medina  under  the  protection  of  the  city :  he 
fehsed  the  occafion  of  an  accidental  tumult,  and 
fummoned  them  to  embrace  his  rehgion,  or  coil- 
tend  with  him  hi  battle.  "  Ala,"  replied  the 
trembling  Jews,  u  we  are  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of 
u  arms,  but  we  perfevere  in  the  faith  tod  worihip 
*  of  our  father* ;  why  wilt  thou  reduce  us  to  the 
cc  necetfhy  cif  a  juft  defence  ?**  The  unequal  con- 
flict was  terminated  in  fifteen  days ;  and  it  was 
with  fextreitfe  reludance  that  Mahomet  yielded  to 
the  importunity  of  his  allies,  and  cotifented  to  fjpant 
the  lives  of  the  captives.  But  their  riches  were 
corififcated,  their  arms  became  more  effe&ual  in 
the  hands  of  the  Mufuhnans ;  and  a  wretched  co- 
lony of  feven  hundred  exiles  was  driven  with  their 
wives  send  children  to  implore  a  refoge  on  the 
coriflnes  df  Syria.  The  Nadhiritet  were  more 
guilty,  fince  they  confpired  in  a  frietndly  inter- 
view to  afla&nate  the  prophet.  He  befieged  theic 
xtfftle  three  tailes  from  Medina,  but  their  rtfahfte 
defence  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation ;  and 
thegarrifon,  founding  then:  trumpets  and  beating 

w  The  wan  of 'Mahomet  againft  the.  Jewifh  tribe*,  *f  Kainofca, 
the  Nadhirkes,  Koraidha,  and  Chaibar,  are  related  hy  Abulfeda. 
Cp,  6i.  7X.  77.  87,  &c.)  and  Gagnicr  (torn*  U.  p.  6i*»6;.  107— Xia»* 
iW*S4*<  *61*-*f4).  ;     ' 

their* 
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theit  drums,  was  permitted  to  depart  with  the  ho* 
nours  of  war.    The  Jews  had  excited  and  joined 
the  war  of  the  Koreifh :  no  fooner  had  the  nations 
retired'  from  the  ditcb^  than  Mahomet,  without  lay* 
ing  afide  his  armour,  marched  on  the  fame  day 
to  extirpate  the  hoftile  race  of  the  children  of  Ko- 
raidha.     After  a  refiftance  of  twenty-five  days, 
they  furrendered  at  difcretion.    They  trufted  to  the 
interceffion  of  their  old  allies,  of  Medina  t  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  fanaticifm  obliterates 
the  feeling*  of  humanity.    A  veritable  elder,  to 
whofe  judgment   they  appealed,    pronounced  the 
fentence  of  their  death  :  feven  hundred  Jews  were 
dragged  in  chains  to  the  marketplace  of  the  city : 
they  defcended  alive  into  the  grave  prepared  for 
then*  execution  and  burial ;  and  the  apoftle  beheld 
with  an  inflexible  eye  the  daughter  of  his  helplefs 
enemies.    Their  fhecp  and  camels  were  inherited 
by  the  Mufulmans:  three  hundred  cuiraffes,  five 
hundred  pikes,    a  thoufand  lances,  compofed  the 
mod  ufefui  portion  of  the  fpoil.     Six  days  journey 
to  the  north-eaft  of  Medina,  the  ancient  and  wealthy 
town  of  Chaibar  was  the  feat  of  the  Jewifh  power 
in  Arabia  5  :the  territory,  a  fertile  fpot  in  the  de- 
fert,  was  covered  with  plantations  and  cattle,  and 
prote&ed  by  eight  caftles,  fome  of  which  were  efteem- 
-ed  of  impregnable  ftrength.     The  forces  of  Ma- 
homet confifted  of  two  hundred  horfe  and  fourteen 
hundred  foot:  in  the  fucceffion  of  eight  regular 
and  painful  fieges  they  were  expofed  to  danger, 
and  fatigue,  and  hunger ;  and  the  mpft  undaunted 
chiefs  defpaired  of  the  event.     The  apoftle  revived 
(heir  faith  and  courage  by  the  example  of  Ali,  on 

whom 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  305 

whom  he  beftowed  the  furname  of  the  Lion  of  God:  c  HLA  p* 
perhaps  we  may  believe  that  an  Hebrew  champion  u-r  -j 
of  gigantic  ftature  was  cloven  to  the  chefl  by  his 
irrefiftible  fcymetar ;  but  we  cannot  praife  the  mo- 
defty  of  romance,  which  reprefents  him  as  tearing 
from  its  hinges  the  gate  of  a  fortrefs,  and  wield- 
ing the  ponderous  buckler  in  his  left  hand l3*. 
After  the  reduftion  of  the  caftles,  the  town  of 
Chaibar  fubmitted  to  the  yoke.  The  chief  of  the 
tribe  was  tortured,  in  the  prefence  of  Mahomet, 
to  force  a  confeffion  of  his  hidden  treafure :  the 
induftry  of  the  fliepherds  and  hufbandmen  was  re- 
warded teith  a  precarious  toleration:  they  were  per- 
mitted, fo  long  as  it  fhould  pleafe  the  conqueror, 
to  improve  their  patrimony,  in  equal  fhares,  for 
his  emolument  and  their  own.  Under  the  reign 
of  Omar,  the  Jews  of  Chaibar  were  tranfplanted 
to  Syria ;  and  the  caliph  alleged  the  injunftion  of 
his  dying  mafter,  that  one  and  the  true  religion 
fhould  be  profefied  in  his  native  land  of  Arabia  13\ 

Five  times  each  day  the  eyes  of  Mahomet  were   SubmTffion 
turned    towards    Mecca  ll\    and   he   was    urged   a.  d.  6^". 

**6  Abu  Rafe,  the  fervant  of  Mahomet,  is  faid  to  affirm,  that  he 
hirnfeff,  and  feven  other  men,  afterwardr.  tried,  without  ihccefs,  to 
move  the  fame  gate  from  the  ground  (Abulfeda,  p.  90.).  Abu  Rafe 
was  an  eye- witnefs,  but  who  will  be  Witnels  for  Abu  Rafe  ? 

■17  The  baniftiment  of  the  Jews  is  attcfted  by  Elmacin  (H'ft.  Sara- 
cen, p.  9.)  and  the  great  Al  Zabari  (Gagnier,  torn.  ii.  p.  285.).  3(i*t 
tteibnhr  (Defcription  de  l'Arabje,  p.  324.)  believes,  that  the  Jewifli 
religion,  and  Kareite  ft&,  are  ftill  profeiled  by  the  tribe  of  Chaibar; 
and  that  in  the  plunder  of  the  caravans,  the  difciplcs  of  Mofea'are 
the  confederates  of  thofe  of  Mahomet. 

'J8  The  fucceilive  fteps  of  the  reduction  of  Mecca  are  related  by 
Abulfeda  (p.  84 — 87.  97—100.  102—  in.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.fi. 
p.  209—245-  309—322.  torn.  iii.  p.  1—58.)*  Elmacin  (Hift.  Saragen. 
p.  8, 9, 10.},  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  103 . ). 

Vol.  IX.  X  "  '  ty 


306  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

chap,  by  the  moft  facred  and  powerful  motives  to  revifit, 
as  a  conqueror,  the  city  and  the  temple  from  whence 
he  had  been  driven  as  an  exile.     The  Caaba  was 
prefent  to  his  waking  and  fleeping  fancy :  an  idle  ' 
dream  was  tranflated  into  vifion  and  prophecy  ;  he 
unfurled  the  holy  banner ;  and  a  rafh  promife  of 
fuccefs  too  haftily  dropped  from  the  lips  of  the 
apoftle.     His  march  from  Medina  to  Mecca  dif- 
played  the  peaceful  and  folemn  pomp  of  a  pilgrim- 
age :    feventy  camels   chofen    and  bedecked   for 
facrifice,  preceded  the   van ;  the  facred  territory 
was  refpetted,    and  the  captives  were   difmiffed 
without  ranfom  to  proclaim  his  clemency  and  de- 
votion.    But  no  fooner  did  Mahomet  defcend  into 
the  plain,  within  a  day's  journey  of  the  city,  than 
he  exclaimed,  "  they  have  clothed  themfelves  with 
"  the  fkins  of  tygers ;"  the  numbers  and  refolution 
of  the  Koreifh  oppofed  his  progrefs ;  and  the  rov- 
ing Arabs  of  the  defert  might  defert  or  betray  a 
leader  whom  they  had  followed  for  the  hopes  of 
fpoil.     The  intrepid  fanatic  funk  into  a  cool  and 
cautious  politician:    he  waved  in  the  treaty   his 
title  of  apoftle  of  God,  concluded  with  the  Koreifh 
and  their  allies   a  truce  of  ten  years,   engaged 
to   reftore  the  fugitives  of   Mecca   who    fliould 
embrace  his  religion,  and  ftipulated  only,  for  the 
enfuing  year,  the  humble  privilege  of  entering  the 
city  as  a  friend,  and  of  remaining  three  days  to 
accofnplifh  the  rites  of  the  pilgrimage.     A  cloud  of 
fhaxne  and  forrow  hung  on  the  retreat  of   the 
Mufulmans,  and  their  difappointment  might  juft- 
ly  accufe  the  failure  of   a  prophet  who  had   fo 
often  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  fuccefs*     The 

faith 
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■faith  and  hope  of  the  pilgrims  were  rekindled  by  chap. 
the  prolpeft  of  Mecca :  their  fwords  were  fheath- 
ed;  feven  times  in  the  footfteps  of  the  apoftle 
they  encompaffed  the  Caaba :  the  Koreifh  had  re- 
tired to  the  hills,  and  Mahomet,  after  the  cuftom- 
ary  facrifice,  evacuated  the  city  on  the  fourth 
day.  The  people  was  edified  by  his  devotion ;  the 
boftile  chiefs  were  awed,  or  divided,  or  feduced ; 
and  both  Caled  and  Amrou,  the  future  conquerors 
of  Syria  and  Egypt,  ,moft  feafonably  deferted  the 
finking  caufe  of  idolatry.  The  power  of  Maho- 
met was  increafed  by  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Ara- 
bian tribes:  ten  thoufand  foldiers  were  affembled 
for  the  conqueft  of  Mecca,  and  the  idolaters,  the 
weaker  party,  were  eafily  convi&ed  of  violating 
the  truce.  Enthufiafm  and  difcipline  impelled  the 
march  and  preferved  the  fecret,  till  the  blaze  of 
ten  thoufand  fires  proclaimed  to  the  aftoniihed 
Koreifh,  the  defign,  the  approach,  and  the  irre- 
fiftible  force  of  the  enemy.  The  haughty  Abu 
Sophian  prefented  the  keys  of  the  city,  admired 
the  variety  of  arms  and  enfigns  that  paffed  before 
him  in  review ;  obferved  that  the  fon  of  Abdallah 
had  acquired  a*  mighty  kingdom,  and  confefled, 
under  thq  fcymetar  of  Omar,  that  he  was  the  apoftle 
of  the  true  God.  The  return  of  Marius  and 
Sylla  was  flained  with  the  blood  .of  the  Romans; 
the  revenge  of  Mahomet  was  ftimulated  by  religi- 
ous zeal,  and  his  injured  followers  were  eager  tq 
execute  or  to  prevent  the  order  of  a  maffacre.  In- 
ftead  of  indulging  their  paffions  and  his  own  l3% 

the 

■»  After  the  conqueft  of  Mecca,  the  Mahomet  of  Voltaire  imagines 
and  perpetrates  the  moft  horrid  crimes.  The  poet  confefles,that  he 

Xa  i» 
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the  victorious  exile  forgave  the  guilt,  and  united 
the  factions,    of  Mecca.      His   troops,   in  three 
divifions,  marched  into  the  city :  eight  and  twenty 
of  the  inhabitants  were  flain  by  the  fword  of  Caled ; 
eleven  men  and  fix   women   were  proscribed  by 
the  fentence  of  Mahomet;    but  he  blamed  the 
cruelty  of  his  lieutenant;  and  feveral  of  the  moft 
obnoxious  viftims  were  indebted  for  their  lives  to 
his  clemency  or  contempt.     The  chiefs   of  the 
Koreifh  were  proftrate  at  his  feet.     "  What  mercy 
"  can  you  expeft  from  the  man  whom  you  have 
cc  wronged?"    "  We  confide  in  the  generofity  of 
u  our  kinfman."     "  And  you  (hall  not   confide 
u  in  vain :  begone !  you  are  fafe,  you  are  free." 
The  people  of  Mecca  deferved  their  pardon  by 
the  profeffion  of  Iflam ;  and  after  an  exile  of  feven 
years,  the  fugitive  miffionary  was  inthroned  as  the 
prince  and  prophet  of  his  native  country  ,4°.     But 
the  three  hundred  and  fixty  idols  of  the  Caaba 
were  ignominioufly  broken :  the  houfe  of  God  was 
purified  and  adorned;    as  an  example  to  future 
times,  the  apoftle  again  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a 
pilgrim ;  and  a  perpetual  law  was  ena&ed  that  no 

is  not  fupported  by  the  truth  of  hiftory,  and  can  only  allege,  que 
cehii  qui  fait  la  guerre  a  fa  patrie  au  nom  dc  Dieu,  eft  capable  dc 
tout  (Oeuvres  de  Voltaire,  torn.  xv.  p.  i8».)«  The  maxim  is  neither 
charitable  nor  philofophicj  and  fome  reverence  is  furely  due  to  the 
fame  of  heroes  and  the  religion  of  nations.  I  am  informed  that  a 
Turkifli  ambaflador  at  Paris  was  much  fcandalized  at  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  tragedy. 

H°  The  Mahometan  doctors  dill  difpute,  whether  Mecca  was  re- 
duced by  force  orconfent  (Abulfeda,  p.  107.  ct  Gagnier  ad  locum); 
and  this  verbal  controverfy  is  of  as  much  moment,  as  our  own 
about  William  the  Conqusrw. 

unbe- 
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unbeliever  fhould  dare  to  fet  his  foot  on  the  terri- 
tory of  the  holy  city I41. 

Theconqueft  of  Mecca  determined  the  faith  and  c?"5ur? 
obedience  of  the  Arabian  tribes ,+z ;  who,  accord-  a.  d. 
ing  to  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  had  obeyed  or  6**~6^- 
difregarded  the  eloquence  or  the  arms  of  the  pro- 
phet. Indifference  for  rites  and  opinions  ftili 
marks  the  chara&er  of  the  Bedoweens ;  and  they 
might  accept,  as  loofely  as  they  hold,  the  do&rine 
of  the  Koran.  Yet  an  obftinate  remnant  ftill  ad- 
hered to  the  religion  and  liberty  of  their  anceftors, 
and*  the  war  of  Honain  derived  a  proper  appella- 
tion from  the  idols i  whom  Mahomet  had  vowed 
to  deftroy,  and  whom  the  confederates  of  Tayef 
had  fworn  to  defend143.  Four  thoufand  pagans 
advanced  with  fecrecy  and  fpeed  to  furprife  the 
conqueror;  they  pitied  and  defpifed  the  fupine 
negligence  of  the  Koreifli,  but  they  depended  on 
the  wifhes,  and  perhaps  the  aid,  of  a  people  who 
had  fo  lately  renounced  their  gods,  and  bowed  be- 
neath the  yoke  of  their  enemy.    The  banners  of 


f*i  In  excluding  the  Chriftians  from  the  peninfqla  of  Arabia,  the 
province  of  Hejaz,  or  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  phardin  (Voy- 
ages en  Pcrfes,  torn.  iv.  p.  166.)  and  Reland  (Diflert.  Mifcell.  torn. 
iii.  p.  51.)  are  more  rigid  than  the  Mufulmans  themfelves.  The; 
Chriftiaus  are  received  without  fcruple  into  the  ports  of  Mocha,  and 
even  of  Gedda,  and  it  is  only  the  city  and  precincts  of  Mecca  that 
are  inacceflible  to  the  profane  (Niebuhr,  Defcription  de  1' Arabic, 
P-  308,  309.    Voyage  en  Arabie,  torn.  i.  p.  305. 248,  &c.) 

I4»  Abulfeda,  p.  1 11— 115.  Gagnier,  torn.  iii.  p.  67—88*  D'Her- 
belot,  Mohammed. 

"J  The  fiege  of  Tayef,  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  frc.  are  reiated  by 
Abulfeda  (p.  117— 1*3.)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  iii.  p.  88 — m.).  It  is 
Al  Jannabi  who  mentions  the  engines  and  engineers  of  the  tribe  of 
Daws.  The  fertile  fpot  of  Tayef  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  piece  of  the 
fond  of  Syria  detached  and  dropped  in  the  general  deluge. 

X  3  Mecjipft 
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chap.  Medina  and  Mecca  were  difplayed  by  the  prophet ; 

t_    "-  _j  a  crowd  of  Bedoweens  increafed  the  ftrength  or 
,  numbers  of  the  army,  and  twelve  thoufand  Muful- 
mans  entertained,  a  rafh  and  finful  prefumption  of 
their  invincible  ftrength.     They  defcended  without 
precaution  into  the  valley  of  Honain :  the  heights 
had  been  occupied  by  the  archers  and  flingers  of 
the  confederates;    their  numbers  were  oppreffed, 
their  difcipline  was  confounded,  their  courage  was 
appalled,  and  the  Koreifh  fmiled  at  their  impend- 
ing deftru&ion.     The  prophet,  on  his  white  mule, 
was  encompafTed  by  the  enemies ;  he  attempted  to 
rufti   againft  thfeir  fpears   in  fearch  of  a  glorious 
death :  ten  of  his  faithful  companions  intcrpofed 
their  weapons  and  their  breafts ;  three  of  thefe  fell 
dead  at  his  feet :  "  O  my  brethren,"  he  repeat- 
edly cried  with  forrow  and  indignation,   "  I  am 
**  the  fon  of  Abdallah,  I  am  the  apoftle  of  truth ! 
*  O  man  ftand  feft  in  the  faith !    O   God  fend 
*'  down  thy  fuccour  I"    His  uncle  Abbas,    who 
Kke  the  heroes  of  Homer,  excelled  in  the  loudnefa 
of  his  voice,  made  the  valley  refound  with  the  re- 
cital of  the  gifts  and  promifes  of  God :  the  flying 
Moflems   returned   from    all    fides    to    the    holy 
ftandard;  and  Mahomet  obferved  with  pleafure, 
that  the  furnace  was  again  rekindled :  his  conduct 
and  example  reftored  the  battle,  and  he  animated 
his  vi&orious  troops  to  inflift  a  mercilefs  revenge 
on  the  authors  of  their  fliame,     From  the  field  of 
Honain,  he  marched  without  delay  to  the  fiege  of 
Tayef,  fixty  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Mecca,   a 
fortrefs  of  ftrength,  whofe  fertile  lands  produce  the 
fruits  of  Syria  in  the  midil  of  the  Arabian  defert, 

A  friendly 
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A  friendly  tribe,  inftru&ed  (I  know  not  how)  in  c  H  A  p* 
the  art  of  fieges,  fupplied  him  with  a  train  of 
battering  rams  and  military  engines,  with  a  body 
of  five  hundred  artificers.  But  it  was  in  vain  that 
he  offered  freedom  to  the  flaves  of  Tayef ;  that  he 
violated  his  own  laws  by  the  extirpation  of  the  fruit- 
trees  ;  that  the  ground  was  opened  by  the  miners  j, 
that  the  breach  was  affaulted  by  the  troops.  After 
a  fiege  of  twenty  days,  the  prophet  founded  a  re- 
treat, but  he  retreated  with  a  fong  of  devout  tri- 
umph, and  affe&ed  to  pray  for  the  repentance  and 
fafety  of  the  unbelieving  city.  The  fpoil  of  this 
fortunate  expedition  amounted  to  fix  thoufand 
captives,  twenty-four  thoufand  camels,  forty  thou- 
fand fheep,  and  four  thoufand  ounces  of  filver :  a 
tribe  who  had  fought  at  Honain,  redeemed  their 
prifoners  by  the  facrifice  of  their  idols ;  but  Ma- 
homet compenfated  the  lofs,  by  refigning  to  the 
foldiers  his  fifth  of  the  plunder,  and  wifhed  for 
their  fake,  that  he  poffefled  as  many  head  of  cattle 
as  there  were  trees  in  the  province  of  Tehama. 
Inftead  of  chaftifing  the  difaffe&ion  of  the  Koreifti, 
he  endeavoured  to  cut  out  their  tongues  (his  own 
expreflion),  and  to  fecure  their  attachment  by  a 
fuperior  meafure  of  liberality :  Abu  Sophian  alone 
was  prefented  with  three  hundred  camels  and 
twenty  ounces  of  filver ;  and  Mecca  was  fincerely 
converted  to  the  profitable  religion  of  the  Koran. 
The  fugitives,  and  auxiliaries  complained,  that 
they  who  had  borne  the  burthen  were  negle&ed 
in  the  feafon  of  viftory.  "  Alas,"  replied  their 
artful  leader,  "  fuffer  me  to  conciliate  thefe  recent 
*    X  4  "  enemies^ 
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"  enemies,  thefe  doubtful  profelytes,  by  the  gift  of 
"  fome  perifliable  goods.  To  your  guard  I  entruft 
"  my  life  and  fortunes/  You  are  the  companions 
"  of  my  exile,  of  my  kingdom,  of  my  paradife." 
He  was  followed  by  the  deputies  of  Tayef,  who 
dreaded  the  repetition  of  a  fiege.  "  Grant  us,  O 
"  apoftle  of  God!  a  truce  of' three  years,  with  the 
"  toleration  of  our  ancient  worfhip."  "  Not  a 
"  month,  not  an  hour."  "  Excufe  us  at  leaft 
"  from  the  obligation  of  prayer."  "  Without 
€€  prayer  religion  is  of  no  avail."  They  fubmitted 
in  filence  ;  their  temples  were  demolifhed,  and  the 
fame  fentence  of  deftruttion  was  executed  on  all 
the  idols  of  Arabia.  His  lieutenants,  on  the  fhores 
of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Ocean,  and  the  Gulf  of  Perfia, 
were  faluted  by  the  acclamations  of  a  faithful 
people ;  and  the  ambaffadors  who  knelt  before  the 
throne  of  Medina,  were  as  numerous  (fays  the 
Arabian  proverb)  as  the  dates  that  fall  from  the 
maturity  of  a  palm-tree.  The  nation  fubmitted  to 
the  God  and  the  fceptre  of  Mahomet :  the  oppro- 
brious name  of  tribute  was  abolifhed :  the  fpon- 
taneous  or  relu&ant  oblations  of  alms  and  tithes 
were  applied  to  the  fervice  of  religion :  and  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  Moflems  accom- 
panied the  laft  pilgrimage  of  tjie  apoftle  ,4\ 
Firft  war  When  Heraclius  returned  in  triumph  from  the 
hornctaiu"  Perfian  war,  he  entertained,  at  Emefa,  one  of  the 
RoaminthC  MnbdffudoTS  of  Mahomet,  who  invited  the  princes 

*    P     "  H4  The  laft  conquefts  and  pilgrimage  of  Mahomet  arc  contained 

inAbulfeda(p.  121 — i33.)>Gagnier(tom.  iii.  p.  119— ai9.),Elraacra 
If  p.  10,  n),  Abulpharagius  (j>.  103.)  The  ix*  of  the  Hegira  was 
tfylcd  the  Year  of  Einbaflics  (Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abutted,  p.  xii.)- 

and 
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and  nations  of  the  earth  to  the  profeffion  of  Iflam. 
On  this  foundation  the  zeal  of  the  Arabians  has 
fiippofed  the  fecret  converfion  of  the  Chriftian  em- 
peror :  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks  has  feigned  a  per- 
fonal  vifit  to  the  prince  of  Medina,  who  accepted 
from  the  royal  bounty  a  rich  domain,  and  a  fecure 
retreat,  in  the  province  of  Syria  I4\  But  the  friend- 
fhip  of  Heraclius  and  Mahomet  was  of  fliort  con- 
tinuance: the  new  religion  had  inflamed  rather 
than  affuaged  the  rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Saracens ; 
and  the  murder  of  an  envoy  afforded  a  decent  pre* 
tence  for- invading,  with  three  thoufand  foldiers, 
the  territory  of  Paleftine,  that  extends  to  the  eaflr 
ward  of  the  Jordan.  The  holy  banner  was  ea- 
trufted  to  Zeid ;  andiuch  was  the  difcipline  or  en- 
thufiafm  of  the  riling  fed,  that  the  nobleft  chiefs 
ferved  without  reluftance,  under  the  flave  of  the 
prophet.  On  the  event  of  his  deceafe,  Jaafar  and 
Abdallah  were  fucceffively  fubftituted  to  the  com- 
mand ;  and  if  the  three  fhould  perifh  in  the  war, 
the  troops  were  authorifcd  to  elect  their  general. 
The  three  leaders  were  flain  in  the  battle  of 
Muta146,  the  firfl  military  a<ftion  which  tried  the 
valour  of  the  Modems  againft  a  forpigji  enpmy. 
Zeid  fell,  like  a  foldier,  in  the  foremoft  ranks : 
the  death  of  Jaafar  was  heroic  and  memorable;  he 
loft  his  right-hand  j  he  fhifted  the  ftandard  to  hi§ 

***■  Compare  the  bigotted  Al  Jannib  i  (apud  Gagnier,  torn.  it. 
p.  »3^— 155.)  with  the  no  left  bigotted  Greeks,  Theophanes (p.  376 
—278.),  Zonaras  (torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  86.),  and  Cedrenus  (p.  421.)* 

m6  For  the  battle  of  Muta,  and  its  confequences,  fee  Abulfeda 
(p.  100— 102.)  and  Gagnier  (tom.  ii.  p. 317— 343).  K**i&$  (fays  The- 
ophanes) o„  "Ktyaa-i  p*%*\fcu  t*  ©**. 
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c  HA  p.  j^  .  the  ieft  was  fevered  from  his  body ;  he  em- 
braced the  ftandard  with  his  bleeding  flumps,  till 
lie  was  transfixed  to  the  ground  with  fifty  honour- 
able wounds.  "  Advance/*  cried  Abdallah*  who 
ftepped  into  the  vacant  place,  "  advance  with  con- 
**  fidence :  either  vi&ory  or  paradife  is  our  own." 
The  lance  of  a  Roman  decided  the  alternative  ; 
but  the  falling  ftandard  was  refcued  by  Caled,  the 
profelyte  of  Mecca :  nine  fwords  were  broken  in 
his  hand ;  and  his  valour  withftood  and  repulfed 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Chriftians.  In  the 
no&urnal  council  of  the  camp  he  was  chofen  to 
command:  his  fkilful  evolutions  of  the  enfuing 
day  fecured  either  the  vi&ory  or  the  retreat  of  the 
Saracens ;  and  Caled  is  renowned  among  his 
brethren  and  his  enemies  by  the  glorious  appella- 
tion of  the  Sword  of  God.  In  the  pulpit,  Maho^ 
met  defcribed,  with  prophetic  rapture,  the  crowns 
of  the  blefled  martyrs  ;  but  in  private  he  betrayed 
the  feelings  of  human  nature :  he  was  furprifed  as 
he  wept  over  the  daughter  of  Zeid :  "  What  do  I 
«  fee?"  faid  the  aftonifhed  votary.  "  You  fee," 
replied  the  apoflle,  "  a  friend,  who  is  deploring 
"  the  lofs  of  his  mod  faithful  friend."  After  the 
conqueft  of  Mecca  the  fovereign  of  Arabia  affe&ed 
to  prevent  the  hoftile  preparations  of  Heraclius ; 
and  folemnly  proclaimed  war  againft  the  Romans, 
without  attempting  to  difguife  the  hardfhips  and 
dangers  of  the  enterprife  l4\     The  Moflems  were 

M7  The  expedition  of  Tabuc  is  recorded  by  our  ordinary  hifto- 
riana,  Abulfeda  (Vit.  Moham.  p.  123 — 127-)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de 
Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  147— 163.)  j  but  we  have  the  advantage  of 
appealing  to  the  original  evidence  of  the  Koran  (c.  9.  p.  154  16  %  }, 
wiih  Sale's  learned  and  rational  notes,  1 

difcou- 
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difcouraged  :  they  alleged  the  want  of  money,  or  c  HLA  p- 
horfes,  or  provifions  ;  the  feafon  of  harveft,  and  %,m  %~  *> 
the  intolerable  heat  of  the  fummer :  "  Hell  is 
"  much  hotter,"  faid  the  indignant  prophet.  He 
difdained  to  compel  their  fervice ;  but  on  his  re- 
turn he  admonifhed  the  mod  guilty,  by  an  excom- 
munication of  fifty  days.  Their  defertion  enhanced 
the  merit  of  Abubeker,  Othman,  and  the  faithful 
companions  who  devoted  their  lives  and  fortunes  ; 
and  Mahomet  difplayed  his  banner  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  horfe  and  twenty  thoufattd  foot.  Pain* 
ful  indeed  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  march  :  laffitude 
and  thirft  were  aggravated  by  the  fcorching  and 
peftilential  winds  of  the  defert :  ten  men  rode  by 
turns  on  the  fame  camel :  and  they  were  reduced 
to  the  fhamefiil  neceffity  of  drinking  the  water 
from  the  belly  of  that  ufeful  animal.  In  the  mid- 
way, ten  days  journey  from  Medina  and  Damafcus, 
they  repofed  near  the  grove  and  fountain  of  Ta- 
buc.  Beyond  that  place,  Mahomet  declined  the 
profecution  of  the  war ;  he  declared  himfelf  fatisfied 
with  the  peaceful  intentions,  he  was  mote  pro- 
bably daunted  by  the  martial  array,  of  the  empe- 
ror of  the  Eaft.  But  the  active  and  intrepid  Ca- 
led  fpread  around  the  terror  of  his  name  j  and  the 
prophet  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the  tribes  and 
cities,  from  the  Euphrates  to  Ailah,  at  the  head 
of  the  Red  Sea.  To  his  Chriftian  fubjefts,  Ma* 
hornet  readily  granted  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons* 
the  freedom  of  their  trade,  the  property  of  their 
goods,  and  the  toleration  of  their  M'orfhip14*.    The 

weak- 

H*  The  Diploma  ficuritatU  Ai]cnfibus>  is  attefted  by  Ahmed  Bcfi 
Jofeph,  and  the  author  Libri  Splcndornm  (Gagnicr.  Not.  ad  Abulffc- 

d*m, 
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weakpefe  of  their  Arabian  brethren  had  retrained 

them  from  oppofing  his  ambition :  the  difciples  of 

Jefus  were  endeared  to  the  enemy  of  the  Jews ; 

and  it  was  the  intereft  of  a  conqueror  to  propofe  a 

fair  capitulation  to  the  mod  powerful  religion  of 

the  earth. 

Death  of        Till  the  age  of  fixty-three  years,  the  (Irength  of 

A.  D  63%]  Mahomet  was  equal  to  the  temporal  and  fpiritual 

June  7.       fatigues  of  his  miflion.     His  epileptic  fits,  an  ab- 

furd  calumny  of  the  Greeks,  would  be  an  objeft  of 

pity  rather  than  abhorrence <49 ;   but  he  ferioufly 

believed  that  he  was  poifoned  at  Chaihar  by  the 

revenge  of  a  Jewifh  female  I5°.     During  four  years, 

dam,  p.  125.);  but  Abulfeda  himfelf,  as  well  as  Elmacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p  11. ),  though  he  owns  Mahomet's  regard  for  the  Chrift- 
ians  (p.  13.),  only  mention  peace  and  tribute.  In  the  year  1630, 
Sionita  publifhcd  at  Paris  the  text  and  verfion  of  Mahomet's  patent 
in  favour  of  the  C  hriftians ;  which  was  admitted  and  reprobated  by 
the  oppofite  tafte  of  Sal  ma  fi  us  and  Grotius  (Bayle,  Mahomet, 
Rem.  AA)  Hottinger  doubts  of  its  authenticity  (Hill.  Orient, 
p.  437.) ;  Renaudot  urges  the  confent  of  the  Mahometans  (Hift.  Pa- 
triarch. Alex.  p.  T69) ;  but  Mofheim  (Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  244.)  ihews 
the  futility  of  their  opinion,  and  inclines  to  believe  it  fpurious.  Yet 
Abulpharagias  quotes  the  impoftor's  treaty  with  the  Neftorian  pa- 
triarch (Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  418.)  j  but  Abulphara- 
glus  was  primate  of  the  Jacobites. 

■«9  The  epilepfy,  or  falling-ficknefs.  of  Mahomet,  is  aflTerted  by 
Theophanes,  Zonaras,  and  the  reft  of  the  Greeks ;  and  is  greedily 
fwallowed  by  the  grofs  bipotry  of  Hottinger  (Hift.  Orient,  p.  10, 
it.),  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  ia.),  and  Marraci  (tom.ii. 
Alcoran,  p.  76*,  763)  The  titles  {the  wrapped  up,  the  covered)  of 
two  chapters  of  the  Koran  (73,  74.),  can  hardly  be  (trained  to  fuch 
an  interpretation  j  the  filence,  the  ignorance  of  the  Mahometan 
commentators,  is  more  conclufive  than  the  moft  peremptory  denial; 
and  the  charitable  fide  is  efpoufed  by  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens, 
tom.i.  p.  301.),  Gagnier  (ad  Abulfeda,  p.  9.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
iom.i.  p.  118.),  and  Sale  (Koran,  p.  469—474.). 
.  >5°  This  poifon  (more  ignominious  fince  it  was  offered  as  a  teft  of 
his  prophetic  knowledge)  is  frankly  confefled  by  his  zealous  votaries, 
Abulfeda  (p.  91.)  and  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  torn.  ii.  p.  affi— 

8  tb? 


OV  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  317 

the  health  of  the  prophet  declined  ;  his  infirmities  c  H  A  P- 
increafed;  but  his  mortal  difeafe  was  a  fever  of  c— v^ 
fourteen  days,  which  deprived  him  by  intervals  of 
the  ufe  of  reafon.  As  foon  as  he  was  confeious  of 
his  danger,  he  edified  his  brethren  by  the  humility 
of  his  virtue  or  penitence,  "  If  there  be  any 
"  man,"  faid  the  apoftle  from  the  pulpit,  "  whom 
"  I  have  unjuftly  fcourged,  I  fubmit  my  own  back 
"  to  the  lafh  of  retaliation.  Have  I  afperfed  the 
"  reputation  of  a  Mufulman  ?  let  him  proclaim 
"  my  faulty  in  the  face  of  the  congregation.  Has 
"  any  on$  been  defpoiled  of  his  goods  ?  the  little 
"  that  I  poffefs  fliall  compenfate  the  principal  and 
"  the  intereft  of  the  debt."  "  Yes,"  replied  a 
voice  from  the  crowd,  "  I  am  entitled  to  three 
"  drams  of  fibrer."  Mahomet  heard  the  com- 
plaint, fatisfied  the  demand,  and  thanked  his  credi- 
tor for  accufing  him  in  this  world  rather  than  at  the 
day  of  judgment.  He  beheld  with  temperate  firm- 
nefs  the  approach  of  death  ;  enfranchifed  his  flaves 
(feventeen  men,  as  they  are  named,  and  eleven 
women) ;  minutely  dire&ed  the  order  of  his  fune- 
ral, and  moderated  the  lamentations  of  his  weeping 
friends,  on  whom  he  bellowed  the  benedi&ion  of 
peace.  Till  the  third  day  before  his  death,  he  re- 
gularly performed  the  function  of  public  prayer : 
the  choice  of  Abubeker  to  fupply  his  place,  ap- 
peared to  mark  that  ancient  and  faithful  friend 
as  his  fucceffor  in  the  facerdotal  and  regal  office ; 
but  he  prudently  declined  the  rifk  and  envy  of  a 
more  explicit  nomination.  At  a  moment  when  his 
faculties  were  vifibly  impaired,  he  called  for  pen 

and 
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and  ink,  to  write,  or  more  properly  to  di&aite,  a 
divine  book,  the  fum  and  accomplishment  of  all 
his  revelations:  a  difpute  arofe  in  tfce  chamber, 
whether  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  fuperiede  the  au- 
thority of  the  Koran ;  and  the  prophet  was  forced 
to  reprove  the  indecent  vehemence  of  his  difciples. 
If  the  flighteft  credit  may  be  afforded  to  the  tra- 
ditions of  his  wives  and  companions,  he  maintained 
in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  to  the  lafl  mo- 
ments of  his  life,  the  dignity  of  an  apoftle  and  the 
faith  of  an  enthufiaft ;  defcribed  the  vifits  of  Ga- 
briel, who  bade  an  everlafting  farewel  to  the  earth, 
and  expreffed  his  lively  confidence,  not  only  of  the 
mercy  but  of  the  favour  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
In  a  familiar  difcourfe  he  had  mentioned  his  fpecial 
prerogative,  that  the  angel  of  death  was  not  allow- 
ed to  take  his  foul  till  he  had  refpedfully  afked  the 
permiffion  of  the  prophet.  The  requeft  was  grant- 
ed ;  and  Mahomet  immediately  fell  into  the  agony 
of  his  diffolution :  his  head  was  reclined  on  the  lap 
of  Ayefha,  the  beft  beloved  of  all  his  wives :  he 
fainted  with  the  violence  of  pain ;  recovering  his 
fpirits,  he  raifed  his  eyes  towards  the  roof  of  the 
houfe,  and,  with  a  fteady  look,  though  a  faulter- 
ing  voice,  uttered  the  laft  broken,  though  articu- 
late, words  :    "  O  God !  . pardon    my  fins 

** Yes,  .....  I  come, among  my 

"  fellow-citizens  on  high  :"  and  thus  peaceably 
expired  on  a  carpet  fpread  upon  the  floor.  An 
expedition  for  the  conqueft  of  Syria  was  flopped 
by  this  mournful  event :  the  army  halted  at  the 
9  gates 
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gates  of  Medina ;  the  chiefs  were  affembled  round  c  HLA  p- 
their  dying  matter.  The  city,  more  efpecially  the 
houfe,  of  the  prophet  was  a  fcene  of  clamorous  for- 
row  or  filent  defpair :  fanaticifm  alone  could  fug- 
ged a  ray  of  hope  and  confolation.  "  How  can 
"  he  be  dead,  our  witnek,  our  intercefTor,  our 
"  mediator  with  God?  By  God  he  is  not  dead ; 
"  like  Mofes  and  Jefus  he  is  wrapt  in  a  holy 
"  trance,  and  fpeedily  will  he  return  to  his  faith- 
"  ful  people/'  The  evidence  of  fenfe  was  dis- 
regarded ;  and  .Omar,  unfheathing  his  fcymetar, 
threatened  to  ftrike  off  the  heads  of  the  infidels, 
who  fhould  dare  to  affirm  that  the  prophet  was  no 
more.  The  tumylt  was  appeafed  by  the  weight 
and  moderation  of  Abubeker.  "  Is  it  Mahp- 
"  met,"  faid  he  to  Omar  and  the  multitude,  "  or 
"  the  God  of  Mahomet,  whom  you  worfbip  ?  The 
"  God  of  Mahomet  liveth  for  ever,  but  the  apoftle 
"  was  a  mortal  like  ourfelves,  and  according  to 
"  his  own  prediction,  he  has  experienced  the  com- 
"  mon  fate  of  mortality."  He  was  pioufly  inter- 
red by  the  hands  of  his  neareft  kinfman,  on  the 
fame  fpot  on  which  he  expired  ,S1 ;  Medina  has 
been  fan&ified  by  the  death  and  burial  of  Maho- 

151  The  Greeks  and  Latins  have  invented  and  propagated  the  vul- 
gar and  ridiculous  (lory,  that  Mahomet's  iron  tomb  is  fufpended  in 
the  air  at  Mecca  (<t*}/a*  pvrtu^QyttQ .  Laonicus  Chalcocondyles  de 
Rtbus  Turcicis,  1.  iii.  p.  66,),  by  the  action  of  equal  and  potent 
load  ft  ones  (Diction  aire  de  Bayle,  Mahomet,  Rem.  E£.  FF.).  With- 
out any  phtlofophical  inquiries,  it  may  fuffice,  that,  1.  The  prophet 
was  not  buried  at  Mecca ;  and,  a.  That  his  tomb  at  Medina,  which 
his  been  vifited  by  millions,  is  placed  on  the  ground  (Keland  de 
Ri*lig.  Moham.  l.ii.  c.  19.  p.  209—311.)*  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Maho- 
met, torn.  iii.  p.  263— *6S.). 

met  j 
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chap,  met ;  and  the  innumerable  pilgrims  of  Mecca  often 
turn  afide  from  the  way,  to  bow  in  voluntary  de- 
votion ,5%  before  the  fimple  tomb  of  the  pro- 
phet '» 

His  cha-  ^  fae  conclufion  of  the  life  of  Mahomet,  it 
may  perhaps  be  expe&ed,  that  I  fhould  balance 
his  faults  and  virtues,  that  I  fhould  decide  whether 
tiie  title  of  enthufiaft  or  impoftor  more  properly 
belongs  to  that  extraordinary  man.  Had  I  been 
intimately  converfant  with  the  fon  of  Abdailah,  the 
tafk  would  flill  be  difficult,  and  the  fuccefs  uncer- 
tain :  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  centuries,  I  darkly 
contemplate  his  fhade  through  a  cloud  of  religi- 
ous incenfe ;  and  could  I  truly  delineate  the  portrait 
of  an  hour,  the  fleeting  refemblance  would  not 
equally  apply  to  the  folitary  of  mount  Hera,  to  the 
preacher  of  Mecca,  and  to  the  conqueror  of  Ara- 
bia. The  author  of  a  mighty  revolution  appears 
to  have  been  endowed  with  a  pious  and  contempla- 
tive difpofition:  fo  foon  as  marriage  had  raifed 
him  above  the  preflure  of  want,  he  avoided  the 
paths  of  ambition  and  avarice  ;  and  till  the  age  of 
forty,  he  lived  with  innocence,  and  would  have 

if*  Al  Jannabi  enumerates  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  372— 
391.)  the  multifarious  duties  of  a  pilgrim  who  vilits  the  tombs  ef  the 
prophet  and  his  companions ;  and  the  learned  cafuift  decides,  that 
this  act  of  devotion  is  neareft  in  obligation  and  merit  to  a  divine 
precept.  The  doctors  are  divided  which,  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
be  the  mod  excellent  (p.  391-1-394.) . 

"I  The  laft  ficknefs,  death,  and  burial  of  Mahomet,  are  defcribed 
by  Abulfeda  and  Gagnier  (Vit.  Moham.  p.  133—142.  Vie  de  Ma- 
homet, torn.  Hi.  p.aao— - 371. )•  The  moft  private  and  in tercfting 
circumftances  were  originally  received  from  Ayeiha,  Ali,the  fonsof 
Abbas,  &c. ;  and  as  they  dwelt  at  Medina,  and  furvived  the  pro- 
phet many  years,  they  might  repeat  the  pious  tale  to  a  fecond  or 
third  generation  of  pilgrims. 

died 
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died  without  a  name.  The  unity  of  God  is  an  chap. 
idea  mod  congenial  to  nature  and  reafon ;  and  a 
flight  converfation  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftiaiis 
would  teach  him  to  defpife  and  deteft  the  idolatry 
of  Mecca.  It  was  the  duty  of  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen to  impart  the  do&rine  of  falvation,  to  refcue 
his  country  from  the  dominion  of  fin  and  error. 
The  energy  of  a  mind  inceflantly  bent  on  the  fame 
objecfc,  would  convert  a  general  obligation  into  a 
particular  call;  the  warm  fuggeftions  of  the  un- 
der/Handing or  the  fancy,  would  be  felt  as  the  in- 
fpirations  of  heaven ;  the  labour  of  thought  would 
expire  in  rapture  and  vifion ;  and  the  inward  fen- 
fatian,  the  iimfible  monitor,  would  be  described 
with  the  form  and  attributes  of  an  angel  of  God I5*. 
From  enthufiafm  to  impofture*  the  ftep  is  perilous 
and  flippery :  the  daemon  of  Socrates  ij3  aifords  a 

memo- 

'54  The  Chriflians,  rafhly  enough,  hare  afiigned  to  Mahomet  a 
t?.me  pigeon,  that  feemed  to  defcend  from  heaven  and  whifper  m 
hi  J  « *r.  As  this  pretended  miracle  is  urged  by  Grotius  (de  Veri- 
Ute  ReligionisChnftiaoJc),  his  Arabic  tranflator,  the  learned  Fo- 
cock,  inquired  of  him  the  names  of  his  authors  ;  and  Grotius  con- 
feflTed,  that  it  is  unknown  to  the  Mahometans  themfelvet.  Left  it 
Jhoidd  provoke  th«ir  indignation  and  laughter,  the  pious  lie  is  fup- 
prefied  in  the  Arabic  verfion  ;  but  it  has  maintained  an  edifying 
place  in  the  numerous  editions  of  the  Latin  text  (Pocock,  Specimen 
Hift.  Arabum,  p.  1S6,  187.  Rcland,  dc  Religion.  Moham.  1.  tf. 
c.  39.  p.  259— a6a.)« 

yi*TtT3U   Ot-ii    OLTTOTf 6TTH    (Al   TtfTtf  O  CEP    fAtXhCJ    ITjsnTW)    V^OTfZTTH    Vi    UVcTl 

(Plato,  inApolog.  Socrat.  c.  19.  p.  iai,  taz.  edit.  Fifcher).  The 
familiar  examples,  which  Socrates  urges  m  hi$  Dialogue  with  The- 
ages  (Platon.  Opera,  torn.  t.  p.  laS,  139.  edit.  Hen.  Stephan.),  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  forefight  j  and  the  divine  infpiration 
(the  AcctfAonw)  of  the  pbilofopher,  is  clearly  taught  in  the  Memora- 
bilia of  Xenophon,  The  ideas  of  the  molt  rational  Platonifts  are 
Vol.  IX.  Y  exprefled 
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CHAP,    memorable  ihfhmee/hoifr*  wif<t»an  tt*$  dctaehrc 7 
himfelf,  heW  a  gocftl  man  may  deceive  othew^tewi* 
the  confaehce  nrfey  flkmber'  in  a  miaoed  and  Middle  ; 
ftate  *etweefr  feltiUurton  . and  ^oliiafety  feamLt 
Charity  nifey  belfev*  that  the  origin!  faatthws;  erf  > 
Mahomet  were-  thofe ' of  *pum  asnL  'gemiiltrton*- 
vblence;  but  a  hittfi«  inifliop^  ft  facapabkuqf 
chertihing  the  obfttnate  uabeKevferi  awhdU-ejeft  his 
claims,  defpife  his  arguments,,  aixj  ipdrincute  Ids 
life j  he  might  forgive  his  perianal  .^dtetfariev  ^e 
may  lawfully  hate  the  enemies  of  .God  ;  the  ftern 
pafiions  of  pride  and  revenge  were  kindled  m  die 
bofom  of  Mahomet,  and  he  fighed  like  the;  ptPr 
pbet  of  Ninivcb,  for  the  deftrafifcn  of  the  rebels 
whom  he  had  condemned.  The  injuftice  of  Mecca, 
and  the  choice  of  Medina,  transformed  the  citizen 
into  a  prince,  the  humble  preacher  into  the  leader 
of  armies ;  bat  his  fword  was  confecrated  by  the 
example  of  the  faints ;  and  the  fame  God  who 
affiifts  a  finful  world  with  peftileoce  ftnd  earth- 
quakes, might    infpire    for  their  conversion    or 
chaftifement  the  valour  of  his  femnts*    In  the  ex- 
erdfe  of  political  government,  he  was  compelled 
to  abate  of  the  ftera  rigour  of  faaaticifm,  to  com- 
ply in  fome  meafure  with  the  prejudices  and  paf- 
fions  of  his  followers,  and  to  employ  even  the 
vices  of  mankind  as  the  mftruments  of  their  fal- 
vation.    The  ufe  of  fraud  and  perfidy,  of  cruelty 
and  injultict,  were  often  fubfervient  tp  the  propa- 
gation of  the  faith $  and  Mahomet  commanded  or 
approved  the  aflaffinatxon  of  the  Jews  and  idola- 

expirffcd  by  Cxccro(de  Dirinit,  i.  54.)  and  in  tfae  »vfc  and  xv*  Dif- 
fcrUtions  of  Maximui  of  Tyre  (pL  xj  j— 17a.  edit  Davit). 

ters 
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ters  who  had  efctpcd  from  the  field*of  battle.    Ry  c  R>  f. 
the  repetition  of  fuch  a&s,  theaharadtecof;  Ma^o  yyyy 
met  mud  have  been  gradually:  ftained ; .  and  the  in- . 
fluence  of  fuch  pernicious  habkVvfoukl  be  poorly? 
compoofirted  by  iht  pradicc  of  «h&  pcrfbnal  and 
foeial  virtues  Yhich  are  pepeflary.to.n^iiiuin  the 
reputation:  of  a  prophet  ammg  his  f$&aiie$  and 
friends.    Of  fck  laft  years,  ambition  waa  the  ruling 
paffion;  and  a  politician  will  fufpc£t>.tbat  he  fe-  » 

cretly  fmifcd  (the  vi&orious  impoftor !)  at  the  en- 
thufiafnf  ©f  his  youth  and  the  credulity  of  jbii  pf  o- 
felytes  *id.  A  phttofopher  will  obfefrvq  Ihat-^^r- 
cruelty  and  A/Wtsccefs  would  tend  ifoftfe  tinrtgly 
to  fbrtify  the  afihrance  of  his  divirariniflSoft)  thrft 
his  infereft  and  religion  were  infepzrabiy  edrmeft- 
ed,  and  that  his  conftieoctr  would  be<4ifottad  Iby 
the  perfuafion,  that  he  alone  was  abijab«ic|hj  the 
Deity  frorti  the  obligation  of  pofitiod  and  moral 
laws.  If  lie  retained  any  vcftige-ofc  bis  native  in- 
nocence, the  fins  off  Mahomet  may. be  allowed  as 
an  evidence  of  his  fincerity.  In  the  fupport  of 
truth,  the  arts  of  fraud  and  fi&ion  may  be  deemed 
kfs  criminal ;  arid  be*  would  have  ftarted  at  the 
foulnefl  of  the  means,  had  he  not  been  fatisfied 
of  the  importance  and  juftice  of  the  end.  Even 
in  a  conqueror  or  a  prieft,  I  can  furprife  a  word 
or  a&ion  of  unafe&ed  humanity ;  and  the  decree 
of  Mahdmet,  that,  in  the  fale  of  captives;  the 
mothers  flrttald   nevsr  be   fepaxated  from    their 

•    ::j    i 
■*  In  fomc  paflapc  of  his  Toluminous  writings,  Voltaire  compares 
the  prophet,  in  his  Aid  age,  to  a  fakir :  "  qui  det'ache  la  chairx  de 
w  foa.cou  gpur  en  4j$nner  fur  les  oreilles  a  fes  confrere**" 

Y  a  children, 
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children,  may  fufpend  or  moderate  the  eenfure  of 
the  hiftoriaii l57. 
Private  life       The  good  fenfe  of  Mahomet ,58   defpifed   the 
otetlah°     P°mP  °f  royalty ;  the  apoftle  of  God  fubmitted  to  the 
menial  offices  of  the  family ;  he  kindled  the  fire, 
fwept  the  floor,  milked  the  ewes,  and  mended  with 
his  own  hands  his  fhoes  and  his  woollen  garment. 
Difdaining  the  penance  and  merit  of  an  hermit,  he 
obferved  without  effort  or  vanity,  the  abftemious 
diet  of  an  Arab  and  a  foldier.     On  folemn  occa- 
fions  he  feafted  his  companions  with  ruftic  and 
hofpitable  plenty ;  but  in  his  domeftic  life,  many 
weeks  would  elapfe  without  a  fire  being  kindled 
on  the  hearth  of  the  prophet.     The  interdiftion  of 
wine  was  confirmed  by  his  example ;  his  hunger 
was  appeafed  with  a  fparing  allowance  of  barley- 
bread  ;    he   delighted  in  the   tafte    of  milk  and 
honey ;  but  his  ordinary  food  confided  of  dates  and 
water.     Perfumes  and  women  were  the  two  fenfual 
enjoyments  which  his  nature  required  and  his  re- 
ligion did  not  forbid  :  and  Mahomet  affirmed,  that 

'57  Gagnicr  relates,  with  the  Jame  impartial  pen,  this  humane 
law  of  the  prophet,  and  the  murders  of  Caab,  and  Sophian,  which 
he  prompted  and  approved  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  il.  p.  69.  97. 
sol.). 

as*  For  the  domeftic  Ffc  of  Mahomet,  confult  Gagnier,  and  the 
correfponding  chapters  of  Abulfeda  .  for  his  diet  (torn.  in.  p.  aSc 
— 28S.)  j  his  children  (p.  1S9.  ^89.)  j  his  wives  (p.  29c*— 303.)  ;  hfs 
marriage  with  Zeineb  (torn.  ii.  p.  151—16©.);  his  amour  with  Mary 
(p.  303— 309.)  i  the  falle  acenfation  of  Ayefha  (p.  186—199.).  The 
ir.oft  original  evidence  of  the  three  laft  tranfaclions,  is  contained  m 
the  xxiv^,  xxxiiU,  and  Ixvi^  chapters  of  the  Koran,  with  Sale's 
Commentary.  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  80—90.)  and  Ma- 
racci  (Prodrom.  Alcoran,  part iv. p. 49—59)  have malicioufly  ex- 
aggerated the  frailties  of  Mahomet. 

t  '-  -   -  the 
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the  fervour  of  his  devotion  was  increafed  by  thefe 
innocent  pleafures.  The  heat  of  the  climate  in- 
flames the  blood  of  the  Arabs  ;  and  their  libidinous 
complexion  has  been  noticed  by  the  writers  of  an- 
tiquity XS9.  Their  incontinence  was  regulated  by 
the  civil  and  religious  laws  of  the  Koran :  their 
inceftuous  alliances  were,  blamed,  the  boundlefs 
licence  of  polygamy  was  reduced  to  four  legitimate 
wives  or  concubines  ;  their  rights  both  of  bed  and 
of  dowry  were  equitably  determined  ;  the  freedom 
of  divorce  was  difcouraged,  adultery  was  condemned 
as  a  capital  offence,  and  fornication,  in  either  fex, 
was  punifhed  with  an  hundred  ftripes  l6°.  Such 
were  the  calm  and  rational  precepts  of  the  legifla>- 
tor :  but  in  his  private  conduct,  Mahomet  in- 
dulged the  appetites  of  a  man,  and  abufed  the 
claims  of  a  prophet.  A  fpecial  revelation  difpenfed 
him  from  the  laws  which  he  had  impofed  on  his 
nation ;  the  female  fex,  without  referve,  was  aban- 
doned to  his  defires ;  and  this  Angular  prerogative 
excited  the  envy,  rather  than  the  fcandal,  the  ve- 
neration, rat&er  than  the  envy,  of  the  devout  Mu- 
fulmans.  If  we  remember  the  feven  hundred  His  wives, 
wives  and  three  hundred  concubines  of  the  wife 
Solomon,  we  (hall  applaud  the  modefty  of  the  Ara- 
bian, who  efpoufed  no  more  than  feventeen  or  fif- 
teen wives ;  eleven  are  enumerated  who  occupied 
at   Medina  their   feparate   apartments  round  the 

i>9  Incrcdibile  eft  quo  ardore  apud  eos  in  Venerem  uterque  fol- 
vitur  fexus  (Aramian.  Marcellin.  1.  xiv.  c.  4..). 

**°  Sale  (Preliminary  Difceurfe*  p.  133 — 13-7.)  has  recapitulated 
the  laws  of  marriage,  divorce,  &c;  and  the  curious  rca  ler  or  Sei- 
dell's Uxor  Hebraica  will  recognize  many  Jcwifh  ordinances. 

Y  3  •  houfe 
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houfe  of  the  apoftle,  and  enjoyed  in  their  turns  the 
favour  of  his  conjugal  fociety.  What  is  Angular 
enough,  they  were  all  widows,  excepting  only 
Ayefha,  the  daughter  of  Abubeker.  She  was 
doubtlefs  a  virgin,  fince  Mahomet  confummated 
his  nuptials  (fuch  is  the  premature  ripenefs  of  the 
climate)  when  fhe  was  only  nine  years  of  age.  The 
youth,  the  beauty,  the  fpirit  of  Ayelha,  gave  her 
a  fuperior  afcendaiit :  (he  was  beloved  and  trufted 
by  the  prophet ;  and,  after  his  death,  the  daughter 
of  Abubeker  was  long  revered  as  the  mother  of 
the  faithful.  Her  behaviour  had  been  ambiguous 
and  indifcreet  \  in  a  nodurnal  march,  fhe  wad  ac- 
cidentally left  behind ;  and  in  the  morning  Ayelha 
returned  to  the  camp  with  a  man.  The  temper  of 
Mahomet  was  inclined  to  jealoufy;  but  a  divine 
revelation  affured  him  of  her  innocence :  he  chaf- 
tifed  her  accufers,  and  publifhed  a  law  of  domeftic 
peace,  that  no  woman  fhould  be  condemned  unlefs 
four  male  witnefles  had  feen  her  in  the  aft  of  adul- 
tery ,6\  In  his  adventures  with  Zeineb,  the  wife 
of  Zeid,  and  with  Miry,  an  Egyptian  captive,  the 
amorous  prophet  forgot  the  intereft  of  his  reputa- 
tion. At  the  houfe  of  Zeid,  his  freedman  and 
adopted  fon,  he  beheld,  in  a  loofe  undrefs,  the 
beauty  of  Zeineb,  and  burft  forth  into  an  ejacu- 
lation of  devotion  and  defire.  The  fervile,  or 
grateful,  freedman  underftood  the  hint,  and  yielded 
without  hefitation  to  the  love  of  his  benefa&or. 

t6t  fa*  memorable  cafe,  the  caliph  Omar  decided  that  all  pre- 
fumptive  evidence  was  of  no  avail \  atid  that  a])  the  four  wftneRcs 
mull  have  actually  feen  ftylum  in  pyxitie  (Abulfedx,  Annalet  M«fte- 
mici,  p.  71,  vert  Rcifltc). 

But 
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,But  as  the  filialj  relation  had  excited  fotfie  doubt  c  H  A  p, 
,a£4jjfcro^alv  ^e   ahgetn  Gabriel  "defceiided  from 
hsavmj^  ratify,  &£  dce&  to  annul  tjie  adoptibh, 
and  gently  to  ifejypve  the   apoftle  for  diffrufting 
the  ixtdvjgenge  of  \ip  God^.   "brie  of   his  wives, 
Hafoa^the  daughter  of  Omar^^rpHfed  him  on 
her  pwn  bed^in^the  embraces  of  his  Egyptian  cap- 
tive :    fhe  .promifed  fecrecy  and  forgiveness :    he 
(wore   that  he  would  renounce   the  poffeffion  of 
M&ryf     Both  .parties  fprgot   their  engagements; 
and  QabrieJ  again  defcended  with  a  chapter  of  the 
Koran,  to  abiiplye  him.  from  his  oath,  and  to  ex- 
hort him  freely  to  enjoy  bis  captives  and  concu- 
bine,  uotiiouf  jiftening  to  the   clamours  of  his 
♦-\wxe$-  -Iaf  folijary  retreat  pf  thirty  days,  he  la- 
bgiyed,  alone; with  Mary,  to  fulfil  the  commands 
of  tip  angel.     When,  his  love  »and.  revenge  were 
fr&tta^  he  fuipmoned  to  his  prefence  his  eleven 
wive%c  reproached  ibeir  di&bedience  and  indifcre- 
,1km,*  aad  tjuveajened  tfrsn*  .with  a  fentence*  of  di- 
■  vorc*,  both, in  this  y<yid  and  in  the. next :  a  dread- 
Ril'%^icf|::6^ce  thofe.who  had  amended  the  bed 
.o|v  ^le^ prophet  were  for  ever  excluded  from  the 
hopfc:ef  a  fecond  marriage.    Perhaps  the  incon- 
.linew^:  <>f  lljlahomet  may  be  palliated  by  the  tradi- 
tion of  t*lft  9 atwpat  or.  greternaturai  gift lcl ;   he 

^"Si^t  roburad  gencratfonelfy  quantum  triginta  viri  habent, 

intffe  jacTi**t<!?fti*  ut  uniaa  hora*p6fle±  uftsfecim  kmmtjfoi tfo*cre9 

ut ex  ArRfcdn\,|$m  ref«rt<§*t"  ]?jtrup  Paicha/lus,  o.  i,    (  tyar&ci, 

Prodromus  Alcoran,  p.  W.  p.  55.     See  likewiie  Obfervations  tie 

**Belon,  1.  iii.  c.  ic^foL  \fj.  re4to)v  .Aljannabi  (Gagmcr,  torn.  iii. 

'^^.)  records  his  own  tefliijfipny,  that  he  furpajled'aH  mtm  in 

t  conjugal  m% our ;  *nd  Abijifeda  nientions  the  cxclamatioir  off  AH* 

who\™fhed  his  body  after  his  death,  "  6  prophtta,  eerie  poems 

tjauacoslum  verfus  crctfus  eft."  <in  ViLMohntoVfrtd*  p.  i~4«*). 

Y  4  united 
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united  the  manly  virtue  of  thirty  of  the  children  of 
Adam ;  and  the  apoftle  might  rival  the  thirteenth 
labour l<53  of  the  Grecian  Hercules l6*.  A  mpre  fe- 
rious  and  decent  excufe  may  be  drawn  from  his 
fidelity  to  Cadijah.  During  the  twenty-four  years 
of  their  marriage,  her  youthful  hulband  abflained 
from  the  right  of  polygamy,  and  the  pride  or 
tendernefs  of  the  venerable  matron  was .  never  ia- 
fulted  by  the  fociety  of  a  rival*  After  her  death, 
he  placed  her  in  the  rank  of  the  four  perfect  wo- 
men, with  the  fifter  of  Mofes,  the  mother  of  Jefus 
and  Fatima,  the  beft  beloved  of  his  daughters. 
"  Was  fhe  not  old  ?"  faid  Ayefha,  with  the  info- 
lence  of  a  blooming  beauty ;  "  has  not  God  given 
"  you  a  better  in  her  place?"  "  No,  by  God," 
faid  Mahomet,  with,  an  effufion  of  boneft  grati- 
tude, "  there  never  can  be  a  better !  fhe  believed 
"  in  me,  when  men  defpifed  me :  fhe  relieved  my 
"  wants,  when  I  was  poor  and  perfecuted  by  the 
«  world ,6S." 
awdchil-  In  the  largeft  indulgence  of  polygamy,  the 
founder  of  a  religion  and  empire  might  afpire  to 
multiply  the  chances  of  a  numerous  pofterity  and  a 
lineal  fucceflion.  The  hopes  of  Mahomet  were  fa- 
tally difappointed.     The  virgin  Ayefta,  and  his  ten 

,fi3  I  borrow  the  ftylc  of  a  father  of  the  church,  w«0Xi vvw  'Hfojcta 
TfiffKauhxctro*  a0Aov  (Greg.  Nazianzcn,  Orat.  Hi.  p.  108. )• 

,6+  The  common  and  moft  glorious  legend  includes,  in  a  fingle 
night,  the  fifty  victories  of  Hercules  over  the  virgin  daughters  of 
Thcftius  (Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  i.  1.  iv.  p.  374.  Paufanias,  1.  i*  p.  763. 
Statius  Sylv.  1.  i.  eleg.  iii.  v.  4*.)  But  Atheiixus  allows  feven  nights 
(Deipnofophift.  1.  xiii.  p.  556),  and  Apollodorus  fifty,  for  this  ar- 
duous achievement  of  Hercules,  who  was  then  no  more  than  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  (Bibltot  L  ii.  c.  4.  P-  «i-  cum  notis  Heync,  parti. 

'**  Abulfedain  Vit.  Moham.  p.  is,  13.  16, 17.  cum  notis  Oagnier. 

widows 


dren. 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  32J> 

widows  of  mature  age  and  approved  fertility,  were  chap. 
barren  in  his  potent  embraces.  The  four  fons  of  v^v-^ 
Cadijah  died  in  their  infancy.  Mary,  his  Egyp- 
tian concubine,  was  endeared  to  him  by  the  birth 
of  Ibrahim.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  months  the  pro- 
phet wept  over  his  grave;  but  he  fuftained  with 
firmncfs  the  raillery  of  his  enemies,  and  checked 
the  adulation  or  credulity  of  the  Moflems,  by  the 
aflurance  that  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  was  not  occa- 
fioned  by  the  death  of  the  infant.  Cadijah  had 
likewife  given  hira  four  daughters,  who  were  mar- 
ried to  the  moft  faithful  of  his  difciples :  the  three 
eldeft  died  before  their  father;  but  Fatima,  who 
pofleffed  his  confidence  and  love,  became  the  wife 
of  her  coufin  Ali,  and  the  mother  of  an  illuflrious 
progeny.  The  merit  and  misfortunes  of  Ali  and 
his  defcendants  will  lead  me  to  anticipate,  in  this 
place,  the  feries  of  the  Saracen  caliphs,  a  title 
which  defcribes  the  commanders  of  the  faithful  as 
the  vicars  and  fucceflbrs  of  the  apoftle  of  God  l66. 

The  birth,   the  alliance,   the   chara&er  of  Alf,  Charter 
which  exalted  him  above  the  reft  of  his  country-  of  All» 
men,  might  juftify  his  claim  to  the  vacant  throne 
of  Arabia.    The  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  was,  in  his  own 
right,  the  chief  of  the  family  of  Hafhem,  and  the 

«*>  This  outline  of  the  Arabian  hiftory  is  drawn  from  the  Biblio- 
theque  Orientate  of  d'Herbelot  (under  the  names  of  Moubecre% 
Otnar,  Otbman,  Ali,  &c.)  j  from  the  Annals  of  Abulfeda,  Abulpha- 
ragius,  and  Elmacin  (under  the  proper  years  of  the  Hegira),  and 
efpecially  from  Ockley's  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens  (vol.  i.  p.  i— to. 
115 — 122.  229.  249.  363 — 37*-  378— 391.  and  almoft  the  whole  of 
the  fecond  volume).  Yet  we  mould  weigh  with  caution  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  hoftile  feels ;  a  ftream  which  becomes  ftill  more  muddy 
as  it  flows  farther  from  the  fource.  Sir  John  Chard  in  has  too  faith- 
fully copied  the  fables  and  errors  of  the  modern  Perfians  (Voyages, 
torn.  ii.  p.  a35— »5Q>  &c)- 

hereditary 
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c  **A  p*  hereditary  priace  0t  guardian  of .  the-  ckjr  an8 
temple  of  Mecca. .  The  light  of  prophecy  was 
extinft ;  but  the  hufhaod  of  Fatima  might  exgefi 
the  inheritance  and  bleffing  of  her  father:  the  Arabs 
had  fometimes  been  patient  of  a  female  reign; 
and  the  two  grandfcns  of  the  prophet  had  oftea 
been  fondled  in  his  lap,  and  Jhpwn  in  his  pulpit, 
as  the  hope  of  his  age;  and  the  chief  of  the  youth 
of.  paradife.  The  firft  of  the  true  believers  might 
afpire  to  march  before  diem  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next ;  and  if  fome  were  of  a  graver  and  more 
rigid  call,  the  zeal  and  virtue  of  Ali  were  never 
outftripped  by  any  recent  profelyte.  He  united 
the  qualifications  of  a  poet,  a  foldier,  and  a  faint : 
his  wifdom  ftill  breathes  in  a  collection  of  moral 
and  religious  fayings  "7;  and  every  antagonift,  ia 
the  combats  of  die  tongue  or  of  the  fword,  was 
fubdued  by  his  eloquence  >and  valour.  From  the 
firft  hour  of  his  miffion  to  the  laft  rites  of  his  fu- 
neral, the  apoftle  was  never  fbrfaken  by  a  generous 
friend,  whom  he  delighted  to  name  his  brother, 
his  vicegerent,  and  the  faithful  Aaron  of  a  fecond 
Mofes.  The  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  was  afterwards 
reproached  for  neglecting  to  fecure  his  intereft  by 
a  folemn  declaration  of  his  right,  which  would 
have  fdenced  all  competition,  and  (baled  his  fuc- 
ceflion  by  the  decrees  of  heaven.  But  the  un- 
fufpefting  hero  confided  in  himfelf ;  the  jealoufy 
of  empire,  and  perhaps  the  fear  of  oppofition,  might 

"7  OcUey  (at  the  end  of  hU  fccond  volume)  hat  given  an  Enjift 
wfion  of  169  fentences,  which  he  aicribet,  with  Jbme  hefitation,  to 
AW,  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb.  His  preface  is  coloured  by  the  entbo- 
fiafmofa  tranflaton  yetthefc  fentencca  delineate  a  charaderiftic, 
though  dark,  picture  of  human  life. 

fufpend 
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-fufpehd  the  refolutions  of  Bbhdnfiet:  and  the  b*d  CK^  p- 
"of  ffeknefs  was  befiegfed  by  the  artful  Ayeftia,  <Be  \>v^^ 
'^Htighter  of  Abubeker,  and  the  enemy  of  Ali. 

ThefileWe  and  death  of  the  prophet  reftored  R«gnof 
tHi  Hberty  of  the  people ;  and  his  companions  con-  ker; 
*  vened  an  afiembly  to  deliberate  on  the  choice  of  £J£  6**» 
his  Tucceflbr.  The  hereditary  claim  and  lofty 
Ipirit  of  Ali,  were  offenfive  to  an  ariftocracy  of 
elders,  defirous  of  beftowing  and  refuming  the 
fceptre  by  a  free  #  and  frequent  ele&ion:  the  Ko- 
reifh  could  nevser  be  reconciled  to  the  proud  pre- 
eminence of  the  line*  of  Hafhem ;  the  ancient  dit 
cord  of  the  triMP'was  rekindled ;  the  fugitives 
of  Mieca  and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina  aflerted  their 
refpe$Sve  merits,  ahdt'he  rafli  propofal  of  chufing 
two  independent  caliphs  would  have  crufhed  in 
their  infancy  the  religion  and  empire  of  the  Sara- 
cens*. The  tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  difin- 
terefted  refolution  of  Omar,  who,  fuddenly  renoun- 
cing his  own  pretenlions,  ftretched  forth  his  hand, 
and  declared  himfelf  the  firft  fubjeft  of  the  mild  ahd 
venerable  Abubeker.  The  urgency  of  the  moment, 
and  the  acquiefcence  of  the  people,  might  excufe 
this  illegal  and  precipitate  meafure;  but  Omar 
himfelf  confeffed  from  the  pulpit,  that  if  any 
Mufulman  fhould  hereafter  prefume  to  anticipate 
the  fuffrage  of  his  brethren,  both  the  eleftor  and 
the  eleded  would  be  worthy  of  death  ,5\     After 

*•  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracen? >  vol.  i.  p.  5,  6.)  from  an  Ara- 
bian MS.  rrprrfrnts  A  yefliA  as  adverfc  to  the  fubftitution  of  her 
father  in  the  place  of  the  apoftle.  This  fad,  fo  improbable  in  iftfelf, 
is  unnoticed  by  Abulfeda,  At  Jannabi,  and  Al  Bochari,  the  laft  of 
whom  quotes  the  tradition  of  Aytfha  herfelf  (Vit.  Mohammed. 
?.  236.    Vie  dc  Mahomet,  torn.  uL  p.  236*)* 

the 
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C  Hl.A  P"  *^e  ^mP^e  inauguration  of  Abubeker,  he  was 
v^grv^  obeyed  in  Medina,  Mecca,  and  rthe  provinces  of 
Arabia ;  the  Hafhemites  alone  declined  the  oath 
of  fidelity;  and  their  chief,  in  his  own  houfe, 
maintained,  above  fix  m '>.  ,ihs,  a  fullen  and  inde- 
pendent rsferve ;  without  liftening  to  the  threats  of 
Omar,  who  attempted  to  confurne  with  fire  the 
habitation  of  the  daughter  of  the  apoflle.  The 
death  of  Fatima,  and  the  decline  of  his  party, 
fubdued  the  indignant  fpirit  of  J±]i  :  he  condefcend- 
ed  to  jalute  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  ac- 
cepted hii  excufe  of  the  neceffity  of  preventing 
1  their  common  enemies,  and  wifely  rejetted  his 
courteous  offer  of  abdicating  the  government  of 
the  Arabians.  After  a  reign  of  two  years,,  the 
aged  caliph  was  fummoncd  by  the  angel  of  death. 
In  his  teftament,  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  the 
companions,  he  bequeathed  the  fceptre  to  the 
firm  and  intrepid  virtue  of  Omar.  "  I  have  no 
"  occafion,"  faid  the  modeft  candidate,  "  for  the 
"  place."  "  But  the  place  has  occafion  for 
"  you,"  replied  Abubeker;  who  expired  with  a 
of  Ormr ;  fervent  prayer,  that  the  God  of  Mahomet  would 
July***4'  ratify  his  choice,  and  direfl:  the  Mufulmans  in  the 
way  of  concord  and  obedience.  The  prayer  was 
not  ineffeftual,  fince  Ali  himfelf,  in  a  life  of  pri- 
vacy and  prayer,  profeffed  to  revere  the  fuperior 
worth  and  dignity  of  his  rival ;  who  comforted  him 
for  the  lofs  of  empire,  by  the  jnoft  flattering  marks 
of  confidence  and  efteem.  In  the  twelfth  year  of 
his  reign,  Omar  received  a  mortal  wound  from  the 
hand  of  an  aflaflm :  he  rejefted  with  equal  impar- 
tiality the  names  of  his  fon  and  of  Ali,  refufed  to 

load 
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load  his  confcience  with  the  fins  of  his  fucceflbr,   c  l]  •&•  l>* 
and  devolved  on  fix  of  the  mod  refpecbable  com-  v^-y^*^ 
panio'ns,  the  arduous  tafk  of  elecling  a  commander 
of  the  faithful.     On  this  occafion,  AH  was  again   . 
blamed  by  his  friends  l69  for  fubmitting  his  right 
to  the  judgment  of  men,  for  rccognifing  their  ju- 
rifdiftion  by  accepting  a  place  among  the  fix  elec- 
tors.   He  might  have  obtained  their  jfuffrage,  had 
he  deigned  to  promife  a  ftrift  and  fervile  conform- 
ity, not  only  to  the  Koran  and  tradition,  but  like- 
wife  to  the  determinations  of  two  Jbniors  1?0.     With   of  Oth- 
thefe  limitations,    Othman,    the  fecretary  of  Ma-  5l  d!  644, 
hornet,  accepted  the  government;  nor  was  it  till  Nov-6- 
after  the  third  caliph,  twenty-four  years  after  the 
death  of  the  prophet,  that  AH  was  inverted,  by  the 
popular  choice,  with  the  regal  and  facerdotal  office. 
The  manners  of  the   Arabians  retained  their  pri- 
mitive fimplicity,  and  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  de- 
fpifed  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  this  world,    «At  the 
hour  of  prayer,  he  repaired  to  the  mofch  of  Me- 
dina, clothed  in  a  thin  cotton  gown,  a  coarfe  turban 
on  his  head,  his  flippers  in  one  hand,  and  his  bow 
in  the  other,  inftead  of  a  walking  ftaff.    The  com- 
panions of  the  prophet  and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes 

l69  Particularly  by  his  friend  and  coufin  A  Wallah,  the  fon  of 
Abbas,  who  died  A.  D.  687,  with  the  title  of  grand  do&or  of  the 
Moflems.  In  Abulfeda  he  recapitulated  the  important  occafions  inv 
which  Ali  had  neglected  his  falutary  advice  (p.  76.  verf.  Reiflce); 
and  concludes  (p.  85.),  O  princeps  fidelium,  abfque  controverfrt 
tu  quidem  vere  fortis  C8,  at  inops  boni  confilii,  et  reruro  gerenda- 
rum  parum  callens. 

*7o  I  fufped  that  the  twofeniors  (Abulpharagius,  p.  115.  Ocklcy, 
torn.  i.  p.  371.)  may  fignify  not  two  actual  counfeltors,  but  his  two 
predeceflbrs,  Abubeker  and  Omar. 

ialuted 
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c  HA  p.  laluted  their  new  fovereign,  and  gave  him  their 
v^y^  right  'hands  as  a  figa  of  fealty  and  alliance. 
Difcordof  The  mifchiefs  that  flow  from  the  contefts  of 
andta^8  am^on  are  ^ft^Hy-  confined  to  die  times  and 
fians.  countries  in  which  they  have  been  agitated-  But 
the  religious  difcord  of  the  friends  and  enemies  of 
Ali  has  been  renewed  in  eveay  age  of  the  Hegira, 
and  is  ftill  maintained  in  the  immortal  hatred  of 
the  Perfians  and  Turks  l7\  The  former,  who  are 
branded  with  the  appellation  of  Sbiites  or  fe&a- 
ries,  have  enriched  the  Mahometan  creed  with  a 
new  article  of  faith;  and  if  Mahomet  be  the  apoftle, 
his  companion  Ali  is  the  vicar,  of  God.  In  their 
private  converfc,  in  their  public  worfhip,  they 
bitterly  execrate  the  three  ufurpers  who  intercepted 
his  indefeafible  right  to  the  dignity  of  Imam  and 
Caliph ;  and  the  name  of  Omar  exprefles  in  their 
tongue  the  perfeft  accomplifhment  of  wickednefs 
and  impiety  ,7\  The  Somites,  who  are  fupported 
by  the  general  confent  and  orthodox  tradition  of 
the  Mufulmans,  entertain  a  more  impartial,  or  at 
leaft  a  more  decent,  opinion.  They  refpeft  the 
memory  of  Abubeker,  Omar,  Othman,  and  Ali, 

»7«  The  fchifm  of  the  Perfians  it  explained  by  all  our  travellers 
of  the  laft  century,  efpecially  in.  the  it*  and  ivi*  volumes  o€  their 
mafter,  Chardin.  Niebuhr,  though  of  inferior  merit,  hat  the  ad- 
vantage of  writing  fo  late  at  the  year  1764  (Voyages  en  Arabic,  &c 
torn.  ti.  p.  ao8— *33.)»  fincc  the  ineffectual  attempt  of  Nadir  Shah 
to  change  the  religion  of  the  nation  (fee  his  Perfian  Hiftory  train 
Hated  into  French  b/  Sir  William  Jones,  torn*  ii.  p.  $t  f.  *7»  4** 

«7»  Omar  is  the  name  of  the  devil ;  his  murderer  is  a  faint.  "When 
the  Perfians  fhoot  with  the  bow,  they  frequently  cry,  *•  May  th» 
«•  arrow  go  to  the  heart  of  Omar  V  (Voyages  de  Chardin,  ten.  it 
p,  aj9,  mo.  *S9>  &c.). 

e  the 


thfe'ft>iy**&hd  legitimate  f«ic«^ff^s  6f  the  prophet.  c  HLA  *• 
Butthe^^flfign  the  Kft  Mi  moft  Wimble  place  to 
the  hufcand  of  Ftrtima,  in  the  perfuafion  that  the 
oifeter  of  fucceffioft  wias  determined  by  the  degrees 
of  thiQjlkfXK  An  Wftorian  who  balances  the  four 
caliph*  With  a  hafcd:*hfliafcen  by  fuperftitioii;  will 
calmly  prdnoimce,.  thcfr  their  manners  were  alike 
pure- and  cxempfory;  that  their  zeal  was  fervent, 
and  pk>bably  Sincere  i  and  that,  in  the  midft  of 
rich ds1  *and  power;  their  lives  were  devoted  to  the 
pfa&ce  of  moral  and  religious  duties.  But  the 
public  virtues  of  Abubeker  and  Omar,  the  pru- 
dence of  the  firft,  the  feverity  of  the  fecond,  main- 
tained the  peace  and  profperity  of  their  reigns.4  The 
feeble  temper  and  declining  age  of  Ottoman  were 
incapable  of  fuftaining  the  weight  of  conqueft  and 
empire.  He  chofe,  and  he  was  deceived ;  he  truft- 
ed,'and  he  was  betrayed:  the  moft  deferring  of 
the  faithful  became  ufelefs  or  hoftile  to  his  govern- 
ment, arid  his  lavilh  bounty  was  produdHve  only 
©f  ingratitude  and  difcontent.  The  fpirit  of  dif- 
cord  went  forth  in  the  provinces,  their  deputies 
aflembled  at  Medina,  and  the  Charegites,  the  defpe- 
rate  fanatics  who  declaimed  the  yoke  of  fubordi- 
nation  ami  reafon,  were  confounded  among  the 
free-borii  Arabd,  who  demanded  the  redrefs  of 
their  wropgs  and  the  punifhment  of  their  oppref- 

}7*  This  gradation  of  merit  is  diftintfly  marked  in  a  creed  illuf- 
trattd  hy  Reland  (de  Relig.  Mohamm.  1.  i.  p.  37.);  and  a  Sonnite 
argujntnt  inferted  by  Ockley  (Hi ft.  of  the  Saracens,  tom.ii*  p.  ijo.). 
The  pra&ice  of curftng  the  memory  of  Ali  was  aboliflied,  after  forty 
years,  by  the  Ommiades  themfelvss  (d'HerbeJet,  p.  690);  and 
there  are  few  among  the  Turks  who  prefume  to  revile  him  as  an 
infidel  (Voyages  de  Chard  in,  torn.  iv.  p.  4*0* 

fots. 
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fors.      From   Cufa,    from  Bafibra,    from  Egypt, 
from  the  tribes  of  the  defert,  they  rofe  in  anus, 
encamped  about  a  league  from  Medina,  and  dif- 
patched  an  haughty  mandate  to  their  fovereign,  re- 
quiring him  to  execute  juftice,  or  to  defcend  from 
the  throne.     His  repentance  began  to  difarm  and 
difperfe  the  infurgents;    but  their   fury   was  re- 
kindled by  the  arts  of  his  enemies:  and  the  forgery 
of  a  perfidious  fecretary  was  contrived  to  blaft  his 
reputation  and  precipitate  his  fall.     The  caliph  had 
loft  the  only  guard  of  his  predecefTors,  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  the  Moflems ;  during  a  fiegc  of 
fix  weeks  his  water  and  provifions  were  intercepted, 
and   the    feeble   gates    of  the  palace   were   pro- 
tected only  by  the  fcruples  of  the  more  timorous 
rebels.      Forfaken  by  thofe  who  had  abufed  his 
fimplicity,   the  helplefs   and  venerable  caliph  ex- 
pected the  approach  of  death :    the  brother  of 
Ayeflia  marched  at  the  head  of  the  aflaflins ;  an<J 
Death  of    Othman,  with  the  Koran  in  his  lap,  was  pierced  with 
A.  D.  6s),  a  multitude  of  wounds,    A  tumultuous  anarchy  of 
June  1 8.     fiv(;   <jayS   was    appeafed  by  the  inauguration  of 
Ali;  his  refufal  would  have  provoked  a  general 
maffacre.    In  this  painful  fituation  he  fupported  die 
becoming  pride  of  the  chief  of  the  Hafhemites ; 
declared  that  he  had  rather  ferve  than  reign ;  re- 
buked the  preemption  of  the  ftrangers;  and  re- 
quired the  formal,  if  not  the  voluntary,  affent  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  nation.     He  has  never  "been  ac- 
cused of  prompting  the  aflaffin  of  Omar ;  though 
Perfia  indiicrectly   celebrates   the   feftival   of  that 
holy  martyr.     The  quarrel  between  Othman  and 
i  his 
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his  fubje&s  was  affuaged  by  the  early  mediation  of  c  H  A  p- 
Ali ;  and  Haflan,  the  eldeft  of  his  fons,  was  infulted  s^v***1 
and  wounded  m  the  defence  of  the  caliph.     Yet  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  father  of  Haflan  was  ftrehu- 
ous  and  fincere  in  his  oppofition  to  the  rebels ;  dftd 
it  is  certain  that  he  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their  crime. 
The  temptation  was  indeed  of  fuch  magnitude  as    „  . 
might  ftagger  and  corrupt  the  mod  obdurate  vir- 
tue.   The  ambitious  candidate  no  longer  afpired 
to  the  barren  fceptre  of  Arabia  :  the  Saracens  had 
been  vi&orious  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft ;  and  the 
wealthy  kingdoms  of  Perfia,  Syria,  and  Egypt; 
were  the  patrimony  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful; 

A  life  of  prayer  and  contemplation  had  not  chill-  Reign  of 
cd  the  martial  activity  of  Ali }  but  in  a  mature  age,  655— 66* 
after  a  long  experience  of  mankind,  he  (till  betrayed 
in  his  conduit  the  raihnefs  and  indifcretion  of  youth. 
•In  the  firft  days  of  his  reigit,  he  neglefted  to  fecure, 
either  by  gifts  or  fetters,  the  doubtful  allegiance 
©f  Telha  and  Zobeir,  two  of  the  mod  powerful  of 
the  Arabian  chiefs.  They  efcaped  from  Medina 
to  Mecca,  and  from  thente  to  Baflbfe;  eretted 
the  ftandard  of  revolt ;  and  ufurped  the  govern- 
ment of  Irak,  ot  Aflyria,  *rhich  they  had  vainly 
folicited  as  the  reward  of  their  fervices.  The  mafk 
of  patriotifm  is  allowed  to  cover  the  mod  glaring 
inconfiftencies ;  and  the  enemies,  perhaps  the 
aflaffins,  of  Othman  new  demanded  vengeance  for 
his  blood.  They  were  accompanied  in  their  flight 
by  Ayefha,  the  widow  of  the  prophet,  who  cherifh- 
jed,  to  the  laft  hour  of  her  life,  an  implacable  hatred 
againft  the  hufband  and  the  pofterity  of  Fatima. 
Vol.  IX.  Z  The 
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CHAP.  The  mfcft  reafonable  Moflems  were  fcandattfed* 
that  the  mother  of  the  faithful  fliould  expofe  in  a 
camp  her  perfon  and  chara&er;  but  the  fuperfti- 
tious  crowd  was  confident  that  her  prefence  would 
fan&ify  the  juftice,  and  affure  the  fuccefs,  of  their 
caufe*  At  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  of  his  loyal 
Arabs,  and  nine  thoufand  valiant  auxiliaries  of 
Cufa,  the  caliph  encountered  and  defeated  the  fupe- 
rior  numbers  of  the  rebels  under  the  walls  of 
Baflbra.  Their  leaders,  Telha  and  Zobeir,  were 
flain  in  the  firft  battle  that  ftained  with  civil  blood 
the  arms  of  the  Moflems.  After  palling  through 
the  ranks  to  animate  the  troops,  Ayefha  had 
chofen  her  poft  amidft  the  dangers  of  the  field.  In 
the  heat  of  the  a&ion,  feventy  men,  who  held  the* 
bridle  of  her  camel,  were  fucceffively  killed  or 
^wounded  ;  and  the  cage  or  litter  in  which  {he  fat, 
was  ftuck  with  javelins  and  darts  like  the  quills  of  a 
porcupine.  The  venerable  captive  fuftained  with 
firmnefs  the  reproaches  of  the  conqueror,  and  was 
fpeedily  difmifled  to  her  proper  ftation,  at  the 
tomb  of  Mahomet,  with  the  refpeft  and  tenderneis 
that  was  ftill  due  to  the  widow  of  the  apoftle.  After 
this  vi&ory,  which  was  ftyled  the  Day  of  the  Camel, 
Ali  marched  againil  a  more  formidable  adversary ; 
againft  Moawiyah,  the  fon  of  Abu  Sophian,  who 
had  affumed  the  title  of  caliph,  and  whofe  claim 
was  fupported  by  the  forces  of  Syria  and  die  inte- 
reft  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.  From  the  paflage 
of  Thapfecus,  the  plain  of  Siffin IU  extends  along 
the  weftern  bank  of  the  Euphrates.      On  this  fpa- 

x74  The  plain  of  Siffin  is  determined  by  d'Anville  (lEuphrate et 
le  Tigrc,  p.  19.3  to  be  the  Campus  Barbaricus  of  Procopios. 

cious 
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cions  and  level  theatre,  the  two  competitor*  waged  Q  H  A  ?• 
a  defultory  war  of  one  hundred  and  ten  days.  In 
the  courfe  of  ninety  aftions  or  (kirmiihes,  the  lofs 
of  Ali  was  efti mated  at  twenty-five,  that  of  Moa- 
wiyah  at  forty-five,  thoufand  foldiers  ;  and  the  lift 
of  the  flain  was  dignified  with  the  names  of  five  and 
twenty  veterans  who  had  fought  at  Beder  under  the 
ftandard  of  Mahomet.  In  this  fanguinary  conteft, 
the  lawful  caliph  difplayed  a  fuperior  chara&er  of 
valour  and  humanity.  His  troops  were  ftri&ly  en- 
joined to  await  the  firft  onfet  of  the  enemy,  to  fpare 
their  flying  brethren,  and  to  refpeQ:  the  bodies  of 
the  dead,  and  the  chaftity  of  the  female  captives. 
He  generoufly  propofed  to  fave  the  blood  of  the 
Moflems  by  a  fingle  combat ;  but  his  trembling 
rival  declined  the  challenge  as  a  fentence  of  inevi- 
table death.  The  ranks  of  the  Syrians  were  broken 
by  the  charge  of  a  hero  whoVas  mounted  on  a 
pyebald  horfe,  and  wielded  with  irrefiftible  force 
his  ponderous  and.  two-edged  fword.  As  often  as 
he  fmote  a  rebel,  he  fhouted  the  AllahAcbar,  "  God 
"  is  vi&orious  ;"  and  in  the  tumult  of  a  no&urnal 
battle,  he  was  heard  to  repeat  four  hundred  times 
that  tremendous  exclamation.  The  prince  of  Da* 
raafcus  already  meditated  his  flight,  but  the  certain 
vi&ory  was  fnatched  from  the  grafp  of  Ali  by  the 
difobedience  and  enthufiafin  of  his  troops.  Their  . 
confeience  was  awed  by  the  folemn  appeal  to  the 
books  of  the  Koran  which  Moawiyah  expofed  on 
the  foremoft  lances  ;  and  Ali  was  compelled  to  yield 
to  a  difgraceful  truce  and  an  infidious  compromife* 
He  retreated  with  forrow  and  indignation  to  Cufa ; 
his  party  was  difcouraged ;   the  diftant  provinces 
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c  HA  p.  0f  perlfa,  of  Yemen,  and  of  Egypt5  were  fbb&red 
or  feduced  by  his  crafty  rival ;  and  the  ftroke  oF 
fonaticifm  which  was  aimed  againft  the  three  chiefs 
*>f  the  nation,  was  fatal  only  to  the  coufin  of  Ma- 
homet.    In  the  temple  of  Mecca,  three  Charegites 
or  enthufiafts  difcourfed  of  the  diforders   of  the 
church  and  ftate:  they  foon  agreed,  that  the  deaths 
of  All,  of  Moawiyah,  and  of  his  friend  Ararou, 
the  viceroy  of  Egypt,  would  reftore  the  peace  and 
unity  of  religion.      Each  of  the   aflafiins    chofc 
his  viftim,  poifoned  his  dagger,    devoted  his  life, 
and  fecretly  repaired  to  the  fcene  of  a&ion.    Their 
resolution  was  equally  defperate  :  but  the  firft  mif- 
took  the  perfon  of  Amrou,  and  (tabbed  the  deputy 
who  occupied  his  feat ;   the  prince  of  Damafcus 
was  dangeroufly  hurt  by  the  feeond:   the  lawful 
caliph  in  the  mofch  of  Cufa,    received  a  mortal 
wound  from  the  hand  of  the  third.     He  expired  in 
the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  mercifiilly  re- 
commended to  his  children,  that  they  wpuld  dif- 
patch  the  murderer  by  a  fingle  ftroke.     The  fe- 
pulchre  of  AK  17s  was  concealed  from  the  tyrants 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  \7t  j  but  in  the  fourth  age 
of  the  Hegira,  a  tomb,  a  temple,  a  city,  arofe 

*7s  Abulfeda,  a  moderate  Sonrate,  relates  the  different  opinions 
concerning  the  burial  of  Alt,  but  adopts  the  fcputehre  of  Cota, 
hodie  fama  mimeroque  religiofc  frequeniamimn  cdebratum.  This 
number  is  reckoned  by  Niebuhr  to  amount  annually  to  2000  of  Ihe 
dead,  and  5000  of  the  living  (torn.  ii.  p.  4o8, 109.). 

«t6  All  the  tyrants  of  Perfia,  from  Adhad  el  Dowlat  (A.  D.  $77* 
d'Herbelot,  p.  58, 59*  95.)  to  Nadir  Shah  (A.  D.  *743>  Hift.  de  Na- 
dir Shah,  torn.  ii.  p.  155.)  have  enriched  the  tomb  of  Ali  with  the 
#o"ls  of  the  people.  The  dome  is  copper,  with  a  bright  and  mafly 
gliding,  which  glittroto  the  ftm  at  the  diHance  of  many  a  mHe. 
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near  the  ruins   of  Cufa,7\      Many  thoufands  of  char, 
the  SchHtes  re pofe  in  holy  ground  at  the  feet  of  the  v_   -J^^j 
vicar  qf  God  ;  and  the  defert  is  vivified  by  the  nu- 
merous and  annual  vifits  of  the  Periians,  who  efteem 
their  devotion  not  lefs  meritorious  than  the  pilgrim- 
age of  Mecca* 

The  persecutors  of  Mahomet  ufurped  the  In-  Reign  of 
heritance  of  his  children ;  and  the  champions  of  ^pwZ*'1 
idolatry  became  the  fupreme  heads  of  his  religion  or  66i— 
and  empire-  The  oppofition  of  Abu  Sophian  had  °* 
been  fierce  and  obftinate ;  his  converiion  was  tanfy 
and  relu&ant;  his  new  faith  vas  fortified  by  ne- 
ceffity  and  intereft  ;  he  ferved,  he  fought,  perhaps 
he  believed ;  and  the  fins  of  the  time  of  ignorance 
were  expiated  by  the  recent  merits  of  the  family 
of  Ommiyah,  Moawiyah,  the  fon  of  Abu  So- 
phian, and  of  the  cruel  Henda,  was  dignified  in 
his  early  youth  with  the  office  or  title  of  fecret^ry 
of  the  prophet:  the  judgment  of  Omar  entrufted 
him  with  the  government  of  Syria  ;  and  he  ad* 
miniftered  that  important  province  above  forty 
years  either  in  a  fubordinate  or  fupreme  rank. 
Without  renouncing  die  fame  of  valour  and  li- 
berality, he  affe&ed  the  reputation  of  humanity 
and  moderation;  a  grateful  people  was  attache^ 
to  their  benefa&or;  and  the  vidorious  Moflema 
were  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  Cyprus  and 
Rhodes.  The  facred  duty  of  purfuing  die  af- 
iaffins  of  Othraan  was  the  engine  and  pretence  of 

'77  The  city  of  Meflied  AM,  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  ruins  of 
Cufa,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  the  fouta  of  Bagdad,  is  of  the 
fixe  and  form  of  the  modern  Jerufalem.  Melhed  HQfifin,  larger  and 
more  populous,  is  at  the  diltance  of  thirty  miles. 

Z3  his 
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CHAP.  his   ambition.      The  bloody  fhirt  of  the  martyr* 
was  expofed  in  the  mofch  of  Damafeus  :  the  emir 
deplored   the  fate  of  his  injured  kinfman;    and 
fixty  thoufand  Syrians  were  engaged  in  his  fervice 
by  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  revenge.     Amrou,  the 
conqueror  of  Egypt,  himfelf  an  army,  was  the 
firft  who  faluted  the  new  monarch,  and  divulged 
the  dangerous   fecret,    that  the  Arabian  caliphs 
plight  be  created  elfewhere  than  in  the  city  of 
the  prophet m.     The  policy  of  Moawiyah  eluded 
the.  valour  of  his  rival ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Ali, 
.    he  negotiated  the  abdication  of  his  fon  Haflan, 
whofe  mind  was  either  above  or  below  the  go- 
vernment of  the  world,  and  who  retired  without 
a  figh  from  the  palace  of  Cufa  to  an  humble  cell 
near  the  tomb  of  his  grandfather.     The  afpiring 
wiflies  of  the  caliph  were  finally  crowned  by  the 
important  change  of  an  ele&ive  to  an  hereditary 
kingdom.     Some  murmurs,  of  freedom  or  fena* 
ticifm  attefted  the  relu&ance  of  the  Arabs,  and 
four  citizens  of  Medina  refufed  the  oath  of  fide- 
lity ;  but  the  defigns  of  Moawiyah  were  conduced 
with  vigour  and  addrefs ;  and  his  fon  Yezid,  a 
feeble  and  diffolute  youth,  was  proclaimed  as  the 
commander  of  the  faithful  and  the  fucceffor  of  the 
<?poftle  of  God. 
Deatj*  of         A  familiar  ftory  is  related  of  the  benevolence  of 
iicififti,      one  of  the  fons  of  Ali.     In  ferving  at  table,  a  flavc 
Oct.  ip.  '  had  inadvertently  dropt  a  difli  of  fcalding  broth  on 
his  mailer :  the  heedlefs  wretch  fell  proftrate,.  to 

17*  I  borrow,  on  this  occafion,  the  ftrong  fenfe  and  expreffion  of 
Tacitus  (Hift.i.  4.):  Evuljjato  imperii  arcano  pofic  impcratortm 
alibi  quaiu  Roraae  fieri. 

deprecate 
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deprecate  his  punifhraent,  and  repeated  a  verfe  of  c  H^A  F. 
the  Koran  :  "  Paradife  is  for  thofe  who  command 
«*  their  anger  :"— u  I  am  not  angry :"— "  and 
"  for  thofe  who  pardon  offences :" — "  I  pardon 
u  your  offence:" — *c  and  for  thofe  who  return 
"  good  for  evil:" — "  I  give  you  your  liberty, 
u  and  four  hundred  pieces  of  filver."  With  an 
equal  meafure  of  piety,  Hoiein,  the  younger  bro* 
ther  of  Haffan,  inherited  a  remnant  of  his  father's 
ipirit,  and  ferved  with  honour  againft  the*  Chrift. 
ians  in  the  fiege  of  Conftantineple.  The  primo- 
geniture of  the  line  of  Haihem,  and  the  holy 
ehara&er  of  grandfon  of  the  apoftle,  had  centered 
in  his  perfon,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  profecute 
his  claim  againft  Yezid  the  tyrant  of  Damafcus, 
whofe  vices  he  defpifed,  and  whofe  title  he  had 
never  deigned  to  acknowledge.  A  lift  was  fecretly 
tranfmitted  from  Cufa  to  Medina,  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  Modems,  who  profeffed  their 
attachment  to  his  caufe,  and  who  were  eager  to 
draw  their  fwords  fo  foon  as  he  fhould  appear  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  Againft  the  advice 
of  his  wifeft  friends,  he  refolved  to  truft  his  per- 
fon  and  family  in  the  hands  of  a  perfidious  people. 
He  traverfed  the  defert  of  Arabia  with  a  timorous 
retinue  of  women  and  children;  but  as  he  ap- 
proached the  confines  of  Irak,  he  was  alarmed  by 
the  folitary  or  hoftile  face  of  the  country,  and 
fufpe&ed  either  the  defection  or  ruin  of  his  party. 
His  fears  were  juft ;  Obeidollah,  the  governor  of 
Cufa,  had  extinguifhed  the  firft  fparks  of  an  in* 
furre&ion;  and  Hofein,  in  the  plain  of  Kerbela* 
was  encompafled  by  a  body  of  five  thoufand  horfe, 
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c  ha  P.  who  intercepted  his  communication  with  the  qty 
and  the  river.  He  might  ftill  hare  efcaped  to  a 
fortrefs  in  the  defert,  that  had  defied  the  power  of 
Csefar  and  Chofroes,  and  confided  in  the  fidelity 
of  the  tribe  of  Tai,  which  would  have  armed  tea 
thoufand  warriors  in  his  defence.  In  a  confer- 
ence with  the  chief  of  the  enemy,  he  propofed 
the  option  of  three  honourable  conditions;  that 
he  fhould  be  allowed  to  return  to  Medina,  or  be 
ftationed-  in  a  frontier  garrifon  againft  the  Turks, 
or  fafely  conduded  to  the  prefence  of  Yezid. 
But  the  commands  of  the  caliph,  or  his  lieutenant, 
were  item  and  abfolute ;  and  Hofein  was  informed 
that  he  muft  either  fubmit  as  a  captive  and  a  cri- 
minal to  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  or  expett 
the  confequerices  of  his  rebellion.  "  Do  you 
"  think,"  replied  he,  "  to  terrify  me  with  death?" 
And,  during  the  fliort  refpite  of  a  night,  he  pre- 
pared with  calm  and  folemn  refignation  to  en- 
counter his  fate.  He  checked  the  lamentations 
of  his  fitter  Fatima,  who  deplored  the  impending 
ruin  of  bis  houfe.  "  Our  truft,V  faid  Hofein, 
"  is  in  God  alone.  All  things,  both  in  heaven 
«  and  earth,  muft  perifli  and  return  to  their 
«  Creator.  My  brother,  my  father,  my  mother, 
«  were  better  than  me ;  and  every  Mufulman  has 
"  an  example  in  the  prophet.  *  He  preffed  his 
friends  to  confult  their  fafety  by  a  timely  flight: 
they  unanimoufly  refiifed  to  defert  or  furvive  their 
beloved  mailer ;  and  their  courage  was  fortified  by 
a  fervent  prayer  and  the  aflurance  of  paradife. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  he  mounted  on 
horfeback,  with  his  fword  in  one  hand  and  the 

Koran 
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JSoran  in  the  other  j  his  generous  band  of  mar*  c  HAP, 
tyrs  confifted  only  of  thirty-two  horfe  and  forty 
foot;  but  their  flanks  and  rear  were  fecured  by 
the  tent-ropes,  and  by  a  deep  trench  which  they 
had  filled  with  lighted  faggots,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  Arabs.  The  enemy  advanced  with 
relu&ance ;  and  one  of  theij:  chiefs  deferted,  with 
thirty  followers,  to  claim  the  partnerfhip  of  in* 
cvitable  death.  In  every  clofe  onfjet,  or  Tingle 
combat,  the  defpair  of  the  Fathnites  was  invin- 
cible; but  the  furrounding  multitudes  galled 
them  from  a  diftance  with  a  cloud  of  arrows,  and 
the  horfes  and  men  were  fucceffively  flain :  a  truce 
was  allowed  on  both  fides  for  the  hour  of  prayer  ; 
and  the  battle  at  length  expired  by  the  death  of 
\he  laft  of  the  companions  of  Hofein.  Alone* 
weary,  and  pounded,  he  feated  himfelf  at  the 
door  of'  his  tent.  As  he  tailed  a  drop  of  water,  he 
was  pierced  in  the  mouth  with  a  dart;  anil  his 
fon  and  nephew,  two  beautiful  youths,  were  killed 
in  his  arms.  He  lifted  his  hands  to  heaven,  they 
were  full  of  blood,  and  he  uttered  a  funeral  prayer 
far  the  living  and  the  dead.  In  a  tranfport  of 
defpair  his  fifter  iffued  from  the  tent,  and  adjured 
the  general  of  the  Cufians,  that  he  would  not 
fuffer  Hofein  to  be  murdered  before  his  eyes :  a 
tear  trickled  down  his  venerable  beard;  and  the 
boldeft  of  his  foldiers  fell  back  on  every  fide  as 
the  dying  hero  threw  himfelf  among  them.  The 
remorfelefs  Shamer,  a  name  detefted  by  the  faithful, 
reproached  their  cowardice ;  and  the  grandfon  of 
Mahomet  was  flain  with  three  and  thirty  ftrokes 
of  lances  and  fwerds.    Aft*  they  had  trampled 

on 
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c  HA  p.  on  his  body,  they  carried  his  head  to  the  caftle  of 
C-v^-r    Cufa,  and  the  inhuman  Obeidollah  {truck  him  on 
the  mouth  with  a  cane:  "Alas!"   exclairtled  an 
aged  Mufulman,  "  on  thefe  lips  have  I  feen  the 
"  lips  of  the  apoftle  of  God!"    In  a  diftant  age 
and  climate  the  tragic  fcene  of  the  death  of  Hofein 
will  awaken  the  fympathy  of  the  coldeft  reader ,79. 
On  the  annual  feftival  of  his  martyrdom,  in  the 
devout  pilgrimage  to   his  fepulchre,   his  Perfian 
votaries  abandon  their  fouls  to  the  religious  frenzy 
Qf  forrow  and  indignation  l8°. 
Pofterity         When  the   fitters   and    children  of  Ali   were 
of  Maho*    brought  in  chains  to  the  throne  of  Damafcus,  the 
Ali.  caliph  was   advifed  to  extirpate  the  enmity  of  a 

popular  and  hoftile  race,  whom  he  had  injured  be- 
yond the  hope  of  reconciliatidn.  But  Yezid  pre- 
ferred the  counfels  of  mercy ;  and  the  mourning 
family  was  honorably  difmiffed  to  mingle  thdr 
tears  with  their  kindred  at  Medina.  The  glory  of 
martyrdom  fuperfeded  the  right  of  primogeniture ; 
and  the  twelve  imams  "f,  or  pontiffs,  of  the  Per- 
sian creed  are  Ali,  Hafian,  Hofein,  and  the  lineal 
defcendants  of  Hofein  to   the   ninth  generation. 

*:*  I  have  abridged  the  interefting  narrative  of  Ockiey  (torn.  ii. 
p.  170— *3i.)«  It  is  long  and  minu.tc  j  but  the  pathetic,  almoftal- 
ways,  confifts  in  the  detail  of  little  cireumftnnees. 

*-©  Niebuhr  the  Dane  (Voyages  en  Arabic,  6tc,  torn.  ii.  p.  io&» 
$c.)  »s  perhaps  the  only  European  traveller  who  has  dared  to  vifrt 
Mdhed  Ali  and  Mcihed  Hofein.  The  two  fepulchres  are  in  the 
bands  of  the  Turks,  who  tolerate  and  tax  the  devotion  of  the  Per- 
fian heretics.  The  feftival  of  the  death  of  Hofein  is  amply  defcribed 
by  Sir  John  Chardin,  a  traveller  whom  I  have  often  praifed. 

*'x  The  general  article  of  Imam,  in  d'Herbelot  s  Bibliothequr, 
will  indicate  the  fucceflion  5  and  the  lives  of  the  twelve  are  given 
under  their  refpcclive  names* 

7  Without 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  347 

Without  arms,  or  treafures,  or  fubje&s,  they  fuc-  c  H  A  P- 
ceffively  enjoyed  the  veneration  of  the  people,  and 
provpked  the  jealoufy  of  the  reigning  caliphs: 
their  tombs  at  Mecca  or  Medina,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  or  in  the  province  of  Chorafan, 
are  ftill  vifited  by  the  devotion  of  their  fe&.  Their 
names  were  often  the  pretence  of  fedition  and  civil 
war ;  but  thefe  royal  faints  defpifed  the  pomp  of 
the  world,  fubmitted  to  the  will  of  God  and  the 
mjuftice  of  man,  and  devoted  their  innocent  lives 
to  the  ftudy  and  pra£Hce  of  religion.  The  twelfth 
and  laft  of  the  Imams,  confpicuous  by  the  title  of 
Mahadi^  or  the  Guide,  furpafled  the  folitude  and 
fan&ity  of  his  predeceffors.  He  concealed  him- 
felf  in  a  cavern  near  Bagdad :  the  time  and  place 
of  his  death  are  unknown  j  and  his  votaries  pre- 
tend that  he  ftill  lives,  and  will  appear  before  the 
day  of  judgment  to  overthrow  the  tyranny  of 
Dejal,  or  the  Antichrift18*.  In  the  lapfe'of  two 
or  three  centuries  the  pofterity  of  Abbas,  the 
uncle  of  Mahomet,  had  multiplied  to  the  number 
of  thirty-three  thoufand l8J :  the  race  of  Ali  might 
be  equally  prolific;  the  meaneft  individual  was 
above  the  firft  and  greateft  of  princes ;  and  the 
rnoft  eminent  were  fuppofed  to  excel  the  per- 
feftion  of  angels.  But  their  adverft  fortune,  and 
the  wide  extent  of   the  fllufulmaa  empire,   al« 

*»  The  name  of  Antichrift  may  fcem  ridiculous,  but  the  Mafeo* 
rattans  have  liberally  borrowed  the  tables  of  every  religion  (Sale's 
Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  80.  8a.)-  In  thc  roval  ftablc  °f  Ifpalum, 
two  horfes  were  always  kept  (addled,  one  for  the  Mahactf  hirafelf. 
the  other  for  his  lieutenant,  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary* 

» 8*  In  the  year  qf  the  Hcjira  aoo  (A.  D.  S15).    Sec  d'Hcrbelot, 
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CHAP,  lowed  an  ample  fcope  for  every  bold  and  artful 
V-v-*-!  impoftor,  who  claimed  affinity  with  the  holy  feed : 
the  fceptre  of  the  Almohades  in  Spain  and  Afric, 
of  the  Fatimites  in  Egypt  and  Syria184,  of  the 
Sultans  of  Yemen,  ,and  of  the  Sophis  of  Perfia185, 
has  been  confecrated  by  this  vague  and  ambiguous 
title.  Under  their  reigns  it  might  be  dangerous  to 
difpute  the  legitimacy  of  their  birth ;  and  one  of 
the  Fatimite  caliphs  filenced  an  indifcreet  ques- 
tion, by  drawing  his  fcymetar:  "This,"  faid 
Moez,  "  is  my  pedigree  j  and  thefe,"  cafting  an 
handful  of  gold  to  his  foldiers,  "  aiid  thefe  are  my 
"  kindred  and  my  children."  In  the  various  condi- 
tions of  princes,  or  do&ors,  or  nobles,' or  merchants, 
or  beggars,  a  fwarm  of  the  genuine  or  fiftitious  de- 
fendants of  Mahomet  and  Ak  is  honoured  with 
the  appellation  of  fheiks,  or  (herifs,  or  emirs.  In 
the  Ottoman  empire,  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  a 
green  turban,  receive  a  ftipend  from  the  treafury, 
are  judged  only  by  their  chief,  and,  however  de- 

*•♦  D'Herbclot,  p.  34*.  The  enemies  of  the  Fatimites  difgraced 
them  by  a  JewUh  origin.  Yet  they  accurately  deduced  their  genea- 
logy from  Jaafar,  the  fixth  Imam  ;  and  the  impartial  Abulfeda  al- 
lows (Annal.  Modem,  p.  230.)  that  they  were  owned  by  many, 
qui  abfque  conrroverfia  genuini  funt  Alidarum,  hominc  propagi- 
num  fiia?  gentis  exacte  callentes.  He  quotes  fome  lines  from  the 
celebrated  Sberif  §r  Rabdi,  Kgone  homilitatem  induam  in  terris 
hoftium  ?  (I  fufpeel  him  to  be  an  Edrifiite  of  Sicily)  cum  in  iBgyp* 
to  fit  Chalifa  de  gente  Alii,  quocum  ego  communem  habeo  patrem 
ct  vindicem. 

'  «•*  The  kings  of  Perfia  of  the  laft  dynafty  are  defcended  from 
Sheik  Sdi, a  ftiat  of  the  xivth  century,  and  through  him  from  Moufla 
Caflem,thc  ton  of  Hbfein,  the  fon  of  Ali  (Olearius,  p.  957.  Chardio, 
torn,  iiu  p.  oi*\).  B*>t  I  cannot  trace  the  intermediate  degrees  in 
any  genuine  or  fetatous  pedigree.  If  they  were  truly  Fatimites; 
they  might  draw  ftfcek  origin  from  the  princes  of  Mtaandcran,  who 
reigned  in  the  b*  century  (d'Herbelot,  p.  $*.)• 
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bafed  by  fortune  or  chara&er,  ftill  affert  the  proud  c  HAP. 
pre-eminence  of  their  birth.  A  family  of  three  ^_  '  ,r 
hundred  perfons,  the  pure  and  orthodox  branch 
of  the  caliph  Haffan,  is  preferved  without  taint  or 
fufpicion  in  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
and  ftill  retains,  after  the  revolutions  of  twelve 
centuries,  the  cuftody  of  the  temple  and  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  native  land.  The  fame  and  merit  of 
Mahomet  would  ennoble  a  plebeian  race,  and  the 
ancient  blood  of  the  Koreifh  tranfcends  the  recent 
majefty  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  l86. 

The  talents  of  Mahomet  are  entitled  to  our  ap-  Sjccefs  of 
plaufe,  but  his  fuccefs  has  perhaps  too  ftrongly  at- 
tracted our  admiration.  Are  we  furprifed  that  a 
multitude  of  profelytes  fhould  embrace  the  doc- 
trine and  the  paffions  of  an  eloquent  fanatic  ?  In 
the  herefies  of  the  church,  the  fame  fedu&ion  has 
been  tried  and  repeated  from  the.  time  of  the 
apoftles  to  that  of  the  reformers.  Does  it  feem  in- 
credible  that  a  private  citizen  fhould  grafp  the 
fword  and  the  fceptre,  fubdue  his  native  country, 
and  ereft  a  monarchy  by  his  vi&orious  arms  ?  In 
the  moving  pidure  of  the  dynafties  of  the  Eaft, 
an  hundred  fortunate  ufurpers  have  arifen  from  a 
bafer  origin,  furmounted  more  foriftidable  ob- 
ftacles,  and  filled  a  larger  fcope  o(  empire  and  con- 
queft.  Mahomet  was  alike  inftru&ed  to  preach 
and  to  fight,  and  the  union  of  thefe  oppofite  qua- 

"*  The  preterit  ftate  of  the  family  of  Mabomet  ttid  AH  is  moft 
accurately  defcribed  by  Demetrius  Cantemir  (HHl.  of  the  Othman 
Empire,  p.  94.)  and  Niebuhr  (Defcription  de  VArabie,  p.  9— 1*. 
$17,  &c.).  II  »  much  to  be  lamented,  tbat  the  Danrlh  trarettet 
was  unable  to  pur  chafe  the  chronicle*  of  Arabia. 
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lities,  while  it  enhanced  his  merit,  contributed  to 
his  fucdefs  :  the  operation  of  force  and  perfuafion, 
•  of  enthufiafm  and  fear,  continually  a£ted  on  each 
other,  till  every  barrier  yielded  to  their  irrefiftible 
power.    His  voice  invited  the  Arabs  to  freedom 
and  vi&ory,  to  arms  and  rapine,  to  the  indulgence 
of  their  darling  paffions  in  this  world  and   the 
other ;  the  reftraints  which  he  impofed  were  re- 
quifite  to  eftablifh  the  credit  of  the  prophet,  and 
to  exercife  the  obedience  of  the  people ;  and  the 
only   objedion  to  his  fuccefs,   was  his  rational 
Perma-       creed  of  the  unity  and  perfe&ions  of  God.     It  is 
h?snrci£f     not  *e  propagation  but  the  permanency  of  his 
gioa.  religion  that  deferves  our  wonder :  the  fame  pure 

and  perfect  impreffion  which .  he  engraved  at 
Mecca:  and  Medina,  is  preferved,  after  the  revo- 
lutions x>f  twelve  centuries,  by  the  Indian,  the 
African,  and  the  Turkilh  profelytes  of  the  Koran. 
If  the  Chriftian  apoftles,  St.  Peter  or  St.  Paul, 
could  return  to  the  Vatican,  they  might  polfibly 
inquire  the  name  of  the  Deity  who  is  worlhipped 
1  with  fuch  myfterious  rites  in  that  magnificent 
temple:  at  Oxford  or  Geneva,  they  would  ex- 
perience lefs  furprife;  but  it  might  ftill  be  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  perufe  the  catechifm  of  the 
church,  and  to  ftudy  the  orthodox  commentators 
on  their  own  writings  and  the  words  of  their 
Mafter.  But  the  Turkilh  dome  of  St.  Sophia, 
with  an  increafe  of  fplendour  and  fize,  represents 
the  humble  tabernacle  ere&ed  at  Medina  by  the 
hands  of  Mahomet.  The  Mahometans  have  uni- 
formly withftood  the  temptation  of  reducing  the 
cbjed  of  their  faith  and  devotion  to  a  level  with 

the 
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the  fenfes  and  imagination  of  man.  "  I  believe 
"  in  one  God,  and  Mahomet  the  apoftle  of  God," 
is  the  fimple  and  invariable  profeffion  of  Iflam. 
The  intelLe&ual  image  of  the  Deity  has  never 
been  degraded  by  any  vifible  idol :  the  honours 
of  the  prophet  have  never  tranfgreffed  the  mea- 
fure  of  human  virtue;  and  his  living  precepts 
have  reftrained  the  gratitude  of  his  difciples 
within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  religion.  The 
votaries  of  Ali  have  indeed  confecrated  the  me- 
mory of  their  hero,  his  wife,  and  his  children,  and 
fome  of  the  Perfian  do&ors  pretend  that  the  di- 
vine effence  was  incarnate  in  the  perfon  of  the 
Imams;  but  their  fuperflition  is  univerfally  con- 
demned by  the  Sonnites  j  and  their  impiety  has 
afforded  a  feafonable  warning  againft  the  worfhip 
of  faints  and  martyrs.  The  metaphyfical  queftions 
on  the  attributes  of  God,  and  the  liberty  of  man, 
have  been  agitated  in  the  fchools  of  the  Mahomet- 
ans, as  well  as  in  thofe  of  the  Chriftians ;  but 
among  the  former  they  have  never  engaged  the 
paffions  of  the  people  or  difturbed]  the  tranquillity 
of  the  (late.  The  caufe  of  this  important  dif- 
ference may  be  found  in  the  feparation  or  union 
of  the  regal  and  facerdotal  chara&ers.  It  was 
the  intereft  of  the  caliphs,  the  fucceffors  of  the 
prophet  and  commanders  of  the  faithfuj,  to  reprefe 
and  difcourage  all  religious  innovations :  the  order, 
the  difcipKne,  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  ambition 
of  the  clergy,  are  unknown  to  the  Modems ;  and 
the  fages  of  the  law  are  the  guides  of  their  con- 
ference and  the  oracles  of  their  faith.  From  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Ganges,  the  Koran  is  acknow- 
ledged 
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idhap.  ledged  ^*feftiVind?m^atal..cp^,  8fttjealy  $f  j&s^ 
i^  j  _j  -logy  Iju^ofdyil  j«wj  carnival  ;jasriferB*SMM  «*i 
*he  ***£«  which.  regjOgg  4*?  a^iop^^  «fce  jwp- 
perty.  9^  Unkind*; a«  .gjaastajk by  <be;Wjy|il>le 
j^lflHiluUbterasdyonQf  tfevi&of.rGod* /rij&s 
jy^gious.  fervjtvds  is  aCtndeii-s&h;  forae  |**&feftl 
disadvantage ;  the  tfttjscaie  fagi&tgr  Jiad^taBi 
often  mifled  by  his  own. pr^tf dims  ait4  iriffifetff 
his  country}  and  the  inftjtutiaw  of  rtfee^ 
defert  may  be  ill-adapted  to  the  m&ttbt  aflrf^ 
bers  of  Ifpahan  and  Gonft^w^pl^  (fadfafe 
occafions,  the  Cadhi  refpe&fuMyr  pla^*  <Hferffl* 
head  the  holy  volume,  and  fubftkute*  %  40* 
trous  interpretation  more  appofite  to  the-fgjn- 
ctples  of  equity,  and  the  manors  a»d*ftfli«f..ef 
the  times.  -•    • .  --  fciw-  . 

His  merit  His  beneficial  or  pernicious  influence  ^iXrt^e 
towards  public  happinds  is  the  iafl  ceotfideittticm  in.tjite 
try.  chara&er  of  Mahomet,    The  moft  hitter  or  mialt 

bigotted  of  his  Chriilian  or  Jewi&ioes,  ^ill forfy 
allow  that  he  affumed  a  falfe  tomrmSkA.  tPi  in- 
culcate a  fklutary  doctrine,  lefe  perfect  <mitf  than 
their  own.  He  pioufly  fappofed*  $g  &&  ba&^of 
his  religion,  the  truth  and  Canity  <pf -ftfcAr  -papr 
revelations,  the  virtues  and  miracles  of  their 
founders.  The  idols  of  Arabia  were  -broken  be- 
fore the  Throne  of  <?od  ;  the  bfood  of  htman  vie 
tuns  was  expiated  by  prayer,  and  fading,  and 
alms,  the  laudable  or  innocent  aits  4>f  devotion; 
$xi&  his  rewards  'and  puriifhments  of  a  future'  fife 
^vac painted  by  the  images  ipoH  congenial  toon 
.igturfaat  ami  carnal  generation*  -MA&mef  1« 
perhaps  incapable  of  cfi^ang'a^mofaParid  po* 

...    ./Jitical 
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lineal  fyftem  for  the  ufe  of  his  countrymen :  but  c  *A  p* 
he  breathed  among  the  faithful  x  fpirit  of  charity 
and  fraendihzp,  recommended  the  pra&ce  of  the 
fecial  virtues,  and  checked,  by  his  laws  and  pre- 
cepts, the  thirft  of  revenge  and  the  oppreffion  of 
widows  and  orphans.  The  hoftile  tribes  were 
united  in  faith  and  obedience,  and  the  valout 
which  had  been  idly  fp&t  in  domeftic  quarrels, 
was  vigarauty  dfcv&ad  againft  a  foreign  enemy. 
Had  the  iapaife  been  left  powerful,  Arabia,  free 
at  home,  and  foraridahle  abroad,  m\ght  have  flou- 
rifhed  under  a  fncceffion  of  her  native  monarchs* 
Her  foraraqgnty  was  loft  by  the  extent  and  ra- 
pidity <?f  cenqvtft*  The  colonies  of  the  nation 
were  fqattered  over  the  £aft  and  Weft,  and  their 
blood  was  mingled  with  the  blood  of  their  con- 
verts and  captives.  After  the  re%n  of  tjhree  ca- 
liphs, the  throne  was  transported  from  Medina  to 
the  valley  of  Damafcus  and  the  banks  of  the 
Tigris;  the  holy  cities  were  violated  by  impious 
war;  Arabia  was  ruled  by  the  rod  of  a  fubjed, 
perhaps  of  a  ftranger ;  and  the  Bedoweens  of  the 
defert,  awakening  frpm  their  dream  of  dominion, 
retained  their  old  and  folitary  itrfepeftdej^e 187. 

*7  The  writers  of  the  Modern  Untorial  Hiftory  (vol.  i.  and  it.) 
have  compiled,  in  850  folio  pages,  the  life  of  Mahomet  and  the  an- 
nals of  the  caliphs.  They  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  reading,  and 
fomrtimes  correcting  the  Arabic  tc*t  $  yet,  notwithstanding  their 
high-lbvnding  feoofts*  I  cannot  find,  alter  the  condition  of  my 
work,  that  they  have  afforded  me  much  (if  any)  additional  informa- 
tion. The  dnll  mafs  is  not  quickened  by  a  fpark  of  philofophy  or 
t*fte :  and  the  compiler*  indulge  tjbe  cr&cifri  of  acrimopiou* 
bigotry  againft  BoutaiaviHiers,  Sale,  Gagnier,  **d  ail  vrjio  have 
treated  Mahpmet  with  favour,  or  even  j  14ft ice. 

Voiv.  IX.  A  a 
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^   T&e-Cpnqutfi  rf  Bnfia*  Syria,,  Egyfti,  JfiicA,  and 
..    Sfain^  by  t fa  Arabs  crtiartimm^Empir*  of  rite 
Caliphs,  or  Succeffbrs  of  Mabmet.-~rState  *fM>c 
*.;  \Qbfiftiamt  &fr.  under  tbehnGabena^ent^ 

■    ■  .       .    -■    ■  »      i..  **  r  ■    i- 

chap.'Th:e  revolution  of  Arabia  hW  not   chsfciged 

y^l^j         the  chkrafter  of  the'  Arabs:  'the 'death  of 

Union  of    Mahomet  was  the  fignal  of  'ftidepeAdeifce ;?  !  and 

a'd.™}*'.'  Ac  hafty  ftni&ure  of  his  pdwet  arid  rtKgioil  tot- 

*  tered '» to '  its  '  foundations.     A- :  GnaB  arid  'JSMtful 

4  band  of  his  primitive  <8&ipfes  had  lifrehed^to  his 

eloquence,  and  (hared  hisdiftreft;  }had  fifcd  Vith 

the  apoftfe  from  the  perftditteh  6f  Meeca,-  or  Ttad 

.  received  the  fugitive  irt  the  walls  of  Medina; :  The 

'  fticreafiftg  myriads,  who  acknowledged  Mahomet 

t  as  their  kittg  and  prophet,  had  beert  compelled  by 

his*  arms,  or  alhited  by  his  profperity.    The  po- 

lytheifts  were  confounded  by  the  Ample  idea  of 

a  fofitary  and  invifible   God :   the  pride  of  the 

Chriftians   and    Jews    difdained  the  yoke    of    a 

mortal  and  contemporary  legislator.     Their 'habits 

of  faith  and  obedience  we¥e  not  fiifficiently  con- 

^  firmed }  and  many  of  tHe  new  converts  regretteJ 

v  the  venerable  antiquity  of  the  -law  of  Mofes,  or 

v  the  rites  and  myfteries  of  the  Catholic  church,  oj 

the  idojsi-the  lacrifices,    the  joyous  feftivals,  of 

...    \  \  ~  --         -     .  *        -their 
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their  Pagan  anceftors.  The  jarring  interefts  and 
hereditary  feuds  of  the  Arabian  tribes  had  not 
yet  coalefced  in  a  fyftem  of  union  and  fubordina- 
tion ;  and  the  Barbarians  were  impatient  of  the 
mildeft  and  moil  falutary  laws  that  curbed  their 
paffions,  or  violated  their  <iuftoms.  They  fub- 
mitted  with  relu&ance  to  the  religious  precepts  of 
the  Koran,  the  abftinence  from  Vine,  the  faft  of 
the  Ramadan,  and  the  daily  repetition  of  five 
prayers;  and  the  alnjs  and  tithes,  which  "were 
collected  for  the  treafury  of  Medina*  could  be 
diftinguiflied  only  by  a  name  from  the  payment  of 
a  perpetual  and  .  ignominious  tribute.  The  ex- 
ample of  Mahomet  had  excited  a  fpirit  of  iana- 
ticifm  or  iinpofture,  and.feverai  of  hia  rivals,  pte- 
fumed  to  imitate  the  ccoidud  and  defy  the  Au- 
thority-of  the  living  prophet*  At  thethfeadof 
the  ^fugitive*  and  auxiliaries ■,  the  firft  atfiph  vfo* 
reduced  to  the  cities  of  Mecca,  Mediwu,  And 
Tayef;  and  perhaps  the  K<>reifli  wduld  hpve-'re- 
ftored  the  idols  of  the  Caaba,  if  their  levity  had 
not  been  checked  by  a  feafonable  reproof.  «  Ye 
"  men  of  Mecca,  will  ye  be  the  kft  to  embrace 
"  an<l  the  firft  to  abandon  the.  religion  of.  Iflam?" 
After  exhorting  the  Moflems  to  confide  in  the  aid 
of  God  and  his  apoftie,  Abubeker  refolved,  by  a 
vigorous  attack,  to  prevent  the  jun&ion  of  the 
rebels.  The  women  and  children  were  fafely 
lodged  in  the  cavities  of  the  mountains :  the 
warriors,  marching  under  eleven  banners,  diffufed 
the  terror  of  their  arms ;  and  the  appearance  of  a 
military  force  revived  and  confirmed  the  loyalty  of 
the  faithful.  The  inconftant  tribes  accepted,  with 
A  a  2  humble 
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CHAP,  humble  repentance,  the  duties  of  prayer,  and 
fafting,  and  alms ;  and,  after  fome  examples  of 
fuccefs  and  feverity,  the  moft  daring  apoftates  fell 
proftrate  before  the  fword  of  the  Lord  and  of 
Caled.  In  the  fertile  province  of  Yemanah1, 
between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  in 
a  city  not  inferior  to  Medina  itfelf,  a  powerful 
chief,  his  name  was  Mofeilama,  had  affumed  the 
ehara&er  of  a  prophet,  and  the  tribe  of  fianifa 
lifteaed  to  his  voice,  A  female  prophetefs  was 
attfa&ed  by  his  reputation :  the  decencies  of 
words  and  a&ions  were  fpurned  by  thefe  favourites 
of  heaven* j  and  they  employed  feveral  days  in 
myftic  and  amorous  converfe.  An  obfcure  fen- 
teace  of.  his  Koran,  or  book,  is  yet  extant3;  and, 

»  See  the  defcription  of  the  dtyanrd  ttsmtry  of  AT  Yamalialv,  in 
Abuifeda,DtffcrtpU  Arabian  p.*o,  61.  Id  the  *iii?>>  ceutiOTp  ftere 
were  fome  ruins,  and  a  few  palms;  but  in  the  prefcnt  century,  the 
fame  ground  is  occupied  hy  the  vMions  and  arrts  of  *  mode>U  "pro- 
phet, whofe  tenets  ate  imperfectly  known  (Hiobahr*  Def  ration  de 
J'Arabte,  p.  *9o— joa.) . 

*  Their  firft  falutation  may  be  tranferibed,  but  canhot  be  tranf- 
lated.    It  was  thus  that  Mofttlaraa  faid  or  futtfc  : 

Surge  tendbmUaquc  ittvuuc  perttrilcoda;  nam  ftratip  tlbi  jjtorot 

Aut  in  propatulo  tentorio  fi  velis,  aut  in  ab&tfore  Ctfbfculo  fi 

malts ; 
Aut  fupinam  tc  humi  exporr  cclaw  £uf|jgabo,  fi.  vclis,  aut  (^  mall* 

mauihus  pedibufque  nixam. 
Aut  G'velua  ejus  {PHapi)  fcemino  tricnte,  attffi  4tt*lhr -fetu* 

venkm.  » ! 

lmo,  lotus  renito,  O  Apoftoie  Qriclamabat  fiacnuaa.    Id  ipfum 

dicebat. 
Mofeilama  mihi  quoquc  (uggeffit  Dew. 
The  prophetefb  Scgjah,  after  the  fall  of  her  low,  returned  toidok- 
try ;  but,  unddr  the  reign  of  Moawiyah,  fhc  became  a  Mu&ilaiao, 
and  died  at  BafTbra  (Abulfcda*  Annal.  verf.  Heifce,  p.  6j,). 

s  See  this  text,  which  demonftrates  a  Cod  from  the  work  ti 
generation,  in  Abulpharagius  (Sp^cimeu  Hi  ft.  Arabum,  p.  13,  and 
Dyiutt.  p  103  )  and  Abulfeda  (Annal.  p.  6$.). 
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in  the  pride  of  his  miffion,  Mofeilama  conde-  c  !*  TA  p- 
fcended  to  offer  a  partition  of  the  $arth.  The  ^^y^ 
propofaj  was  anfwered  by  Mahomet  with  con- 
tempt; but  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  impoftor 
^wakened  the  fearg  of  his  fucceffor :  forty  thou- 
fand  Moflems  were  affembled  under  the  ftandard 
*f  Caled;  and  the  exiftence  of  their  faith  was 
rcfigned  to  the  event  of  a  decifive  battle.  In  the 
firft  aftion,  they  were  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  hundred  men;  but  the  (kill  and  perfe- 
verance  of  their  general  prevailed:  their  defeat 
was  avenged  by  the  flaughter  of  ten  thoufand  in- 
fidels j  and  Mofeilama  himfelf  was  pierced  by  an 
Ethiopian  flave  with  the  fame  javelin  which  had 
mortally  wounded  the  uncle  of  Mahomet.  The 
various  rebels  of  Arabia,  without  a  chief  or  a 
caufe,  v?ere  fpesjiily  fupprqffed  fey  the  poyfer  and 
discipline  of  the  rifing  monarchy  j  and  the  whole 
nation  again  profeffed,  and  more  ftedfeftly  held, 
the  rehgioji  of  tlje  £oraa.  The  amhidon  of  the 
paliphs  provided  an  immediate  ejcercife  for  the 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  Saracen^:  their  valour  was 
united  in  the  profecutioji  of  an  hoty  wpr ;  43d  t|ieir 
enthufiafni  was  equally  confirmed  by  oppofition  and 
vi&ory. 

Frotn  the  rapid  ^onqaefts  of   the  Saracens  a  chmaer 
prefupaption  will  naturally  arifc,  that  the  firft  ca-  clii^V 
|iphs  commanded  in  perfon  the  arises  pf  the  faithful, 
-  and  fought  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in  the  foremoft 
r^nks  of  the  battle*    The  courage  of  Abubeker4, 

*  Hi$  rtlgh  in  Uutychtus,  torn.  ii.  p.  a$i.    Elmacin,  p.  18.  AtmN 
pharagiu8,p.ioS,    Abulfeda,  p.  60.    D'Hcrbclotjp.^S. 

A  a  3  Omar, 
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C  \i?*  0ltor%    an<J  Otfiman^    had  Indeed  bfeen  tried 
v^ry^  in    the    perfection  &nd  wars  of  the  pfophet; 
and   the    perfohal    ajfcrrance    of    pttadife  'niiifi 
have  taught    th6ni- "to  dfefpife  th^  pfeaffres  Shd 
dangers  of-  -the  -  pr^fent  world:      Bat  they '  af* 
cended  the*  throhein  a  venerable  or  maturtT  $ge, 
and  efteemed  the  dorfteftic'  cares  of  religion  and 
juftice  the"  moft  important  duties1  of  a  fotereign, 
Except  the  prefence  of  Omar  at  the  fiege  of  Je- 
rufalem,    the  longeft  "expeditions    were   the   fre- 
quent' pilgrimage  from  Medina  to  Mecca';    and 
they  calmly  received  the  tidings  of  Vittory  as  they 
prayed  or  preadibed  before  the  fepulchra  of  the 
prophet.     The  atiftere  and  frugal  meaftrre:  of  their 
lives  Was  the  efleft  of  virtue  or  Tiattft,    and" the* 
pride  of  their  fimplicity  ihfulted  tWvain'mignifl- 
•    cence  of   the  kings  of  the  ekrth.     WfrdnABtu 
beker  atfumed  the  office  of  caliph,  he  enjoined  his 
daughter  Ayefha  to  take  a  ftriffc  account  of  *fiis 
private  patrimony,  that  it  might  be  ( evident' whe* 
the*  he  were  enriched  or  hnpoverflhed  by  tfc6  fe^ 
vice  of  the  ftate.    He  thought  himfelf  mtjMal  to 
a  ftipend  of  three  pieces  of  gold,  itfth  the  fiiffi' 
cient  maintenance  of  a  fiagle  came*  aftd  d  bbfek 
Have;  but  on  the  Friday  of  each  week,  he  dj^; 
triboted  the  refidtfe  of  his  own  and  t^e  puWic 
money,  firft  to  the  moft  worthy,  and  then  t&tht 
moft  indigent,  of  die  Moflems.    The  remadris:  of 

his  wealth,  a  coarfc  garment,  and  five  pieces  of 

,  '  *       ■  >        »      .  ♦ 

5.  His  reign  in  Entychiua,  p.  264*  Ehnacia,  p.  34.  Abulphara- 
gius,  p.  no.    Abulfcda,  p.  66.    D'Herbelot,  p.  Zt6. 

6  His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  3*3.  Elmacin,  p.  36.  AbuIpiunV 
piui,p.ijj.    Abulfcda,  p.  7*    D¥krbelot,p.69J. 
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goM, * **!&*:  <k&eredr  &j  ^rfifflocfar,- rwho*  fa  c »AP; 
mpajfldrWth,^  tftpdeftv/figh^i*  ov|tt  inability  tor 
equajnfu«h  .flftaadfttfrahlfr  qjflfel.  •  Y:# :*h&$bf$?<~ 

th$.  virtus.  o£  Ab^te^^l^  4bq4  coa^ltod  of 
barley-bw4 •  P*^Stf«f  ^  :<^t>^a«  wat^r.;  fa$^ 
pce^chfid  in  a  gowi*  -t^iat:  rwras  torn  or. tattered  nv 
twelye  plapes ;: <fffld.4  •Pejcfiao,.  &ttap  who  paidtts 
honpajB?  1,0  t^e  Gonque^or^^bppd  Wm  afleqi among 
the;  .begg^oiv  thq^p?  pi  jh$* juQJch  of ,  Medina.  T 
Oe<j<mqroy .  ip.:  tb^  fjbwce  of  li^eraUty^  ,a»d  the*  in*  ,-> 
crea^Jje  .of,  the  r^enue  eoahled  Omar >  to  ,eftablifh «&*♦ 
jufl  T and  perpetual  reward  for  the. patted  pmijbnt  T 
fervicest9£  ,the  jf^thful,   « Careleii  of  bis.owa emo* . 
lun^fn^^he  affigned  to :  Abbas, ;  the  ,  imcle  of  the  • 
prppfre£r  tp£  .fifil  and  moll  armjJ^  aU^apce,  qf~ 
twjenff -$te  1  thoufcrid  dr*ms  -  oy  ,  pieces  - .  of  Jfilvpr,  ^ 
Fiv#  tj^i^d^were  ^l)o^cd  .to  sachrof  fthe  agcctj 
w^mofljf,  tbptj^c&ofj|hp  fieW.of,.  tyates^  ajid  fttei, 
laft?janfiM»€an^i:  of>t^  jcofp^nioi^^^bqj^t,, 
wi*  d^i^i^iT JflM^P  1  OTPWl  »raj«wd .  pi ,  *hpe$ , 
thot#^rBieqes^,,f^evMt^qu%d  ^;:tl#j,%ei$y 

aga&ft  ^XJrf^^^fi^ni^a^  t^^qwalM^, 
P*f*  #?  low.v^s  £fg  i^^i^fi^r^ya^  «tfiap$«in 
taithr.r^p^Yi?  merit  ^djftniMity^f rite  lkWtffen 
of.  Ofoar«  -s- V*^<W»j*eifl»>  a®di  thj*Mt  hispid 
dtecfior^  •.A^^nqsfffQflimf  '>lftel.£aft.  Were  tffei 
«uftj&jfciy20Wa  <tf  '£9&i»&;jhaiW0ple  :f  the  »maf* * 
of  the  public  treafure  was  confecrated  to  the  ex- 
petftres'oY  tJfe^'andV^  V ^Wd^V/hii^ure  of 
J4fl&e  p»d  #^*/^^  of 
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(^jj,   '  A*  Saracens,  and  they  nuked,  by  a  rwefeUpty, 

v*y^>  the  dllpatch  and  execution  of  ddbMifov^gi  the' 

^  "~  •    "F**  "nd  ^gal  maxims  of  a  republican  gam* 

....  m.  jnent.      The    heroic  courage  of  A&,  thc-ofr 

•iummate    prudence   of  Mbawyah  V  <»ated  i|be 

•«milation  x>f  their  fubjec^  \  and  the.taientsTwfe&i 

had  been  e*ertffed  |n  the  fchobl  of  aSil  djfeork, 

♦*ere  more  trfefully  applied  to.  propagate  the  feflh 

^rtd  dominion  of  the  prophet.    In  the  flota  imrf 

vlmity  6/  the  palace  of  Damafcus,.  the  fucceedfe* 

jgmces  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  were  auTc©^- 

"25»     v      ^ualification8  of  itatefmen  awf.  pf 

tKL'  «  ,  Se  fpoiIs  ^  unknown  natiom  Wffie 
^riHitoany  laid  at  the  foot  of  their  throne,  and 
• Jetunrfbrm  afceiit  of  the  Arabia*  greatnefe  rati* 
^tSF  *  *e  *«*  of  the  *«££ -35 

-  ftjift  be  anowedfor  the  weaknefe  of  L32 
•tto^rtb  of  Mahomet  was  fortunately  ■££& 
*b*  moft  degenerate  and  diforderiy  period  of  *c 
•Berfans  the  Romans,  and  the  BaVbarians-^. 
'■*t»y**  empires  of  Trajaii,  ,or  eri/.rf  «£. 
^me^Ghaneniagne,  would  have  repefcj T^e 

•:S?«t  ^  ** obWly :*  .*-* 
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v;:lfiAlte^^ia6Kbu5  -aiayi  of  th£  jtomah  republic,  <^£  P- 
it*  tad  been  the  tint*.  6f  the  fenatc  to  confine  their  v^v^o 
fiftrfUft-and  fcgibns   to  a  fingle  w^r,  and  cop*-  laSE!"*" 
jHftefy'to  Itt^prc^  a  firft~  enemy  before  they  prp- 
#dkeiaj:«f  hoftSk 'of  a  fecond,  *HlWe;,timi4 
maaSms  of  policy*  'tfere  difdaihe4  by  the  magi#- 
.juiAitf  6f  ehthufiafin  of  the  Arabian  caliph*.  Witty 
-ilk?  feme'  tigoiir  und  fuccefs  they  inyaded  the  fac- 
^efiors  of  Auguftus,  and  fchofe  of  Artaxerxe^  j  and 
aft*  &rSf  monarchies  at  the1  fame  inftant  became  t^c 
\prey  of  aii  enemy  whofn  they  ha£  beau  fojong  ae- 
-jfcuftotaril  to  defjpife.    In  the  ten  years  of  thej^j* 
-Miftiftration  of  Omar,  the  Saracens  reducedtp..|^ 
-  -dbedieAce  thirty-fix  thoufand  cities  or  caftkg,  df- 
JUtfbyed*  four  thoufand  churches  or  temple*  qf  tile 
liilbdHeviersv  and  edified  fourteen  hundred  ipo(di$ 
-tforHhe  exercife  of  the  religion  pf  MahpaietJ    One 
-4rofld*ed'  years  'after*  his  flight  from  Mecca*  the 
*artnS  and  the  reign  of  his  fucceffors  extenjied-  ftom 
-  India  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  over  the  various  and  • 
dMldxit  pnbvinctfs,  which  may  po  comprifed  under 
th&  AdnieS  6f,  I.  Perfiaj  II.  Syria*  ,111.  JE^ypC; 
JW Africa;  and,  V,  Spain*    XJnder  this  general 
.  dWfion;  I  fhall  proceed  to  unfold  thefe  memorable 
*ifafife&idnsl,  difpatching  with  brevity  the  remote 
and  lefs  interefting  conquefts  of  the  Eaft,  and  re* 
ferving  a  fuller  narrative  for  thofe  domdlic  coun- 
tries, which  had  been  included  within  the  pale 
of  the  Roman  Empire.    Yet  I  muft  excufe  my 
own  defe&s  by  a  juft  complain!)  of  the  blindnefs 
a^d  yinlufficiancy  **f  my  guides.    The  Greeks,  fo 
.  .  *    -K  loqua* 
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chap,  loquacious  JncotttrOYterfy,.  have  not  fcjsen-.aRiriGus 
io  celebrate  the  iriufciphs  of  dwir  mronieVj0.  ,  After, 
a  century  of  ignorance,  the  firflt  ajwafils  of  thfrMtt- 
fulmans  were  jcolje&ed  in  a  gr©# ..metfum;froBi;$he 
voice  of  tradition,1',  ..Among  the  SimufrQju^np^Or 
duftions  of  Arabic  wd  PetfiTOjiteraturs1*,  ouri  in- 
terpreters havefelefted  the  ijnperfeicl  fkfctcfrevaf.a 

*©  Tor  the  viitt  and  viii**1  century,  we  have  fcarcely  any  original 
evidence  of  the  Byzantine  hiftorians /except  "the  Chronicles  oUTteo- 
'  phanes  (Theuphani*  CoitfcfTori*  Chronograplrw,  ;Grv$t  J^fc  own 
notis  Jacobi  Goar.  Paris,  1655,  in  folio)  j  and  the  Abridgment  of 
Ntcfepborus  <Nkcphori' Patriarchs  C  P.  $rcyiarum  Wiftoocum, 
Qx.  et  Lat.  Pvip,  }6*h  m  foljo)>  who  both  lived  in  the  teginuuig  of 
theix^xentury  (fee  Hanc.kiua  de  Scriptor.  Bywwt.jfc  ao^^a**.). 
Their  contemporary  Photius  does  not  .fecm  to  be  more  opulent. 
Afar  pxaifmgtfce  ftyle  qf  .Jficephorus,  he  adds>Kai  ^<  v<*te$  «■*  tv> 
v^vaitv  **?«<¥»*  t/w»tf  T^it  Tr,«»Vafy»^  TT.*?f»H*f*t  *»4  4jnjy,  com- 
plains of  b"rt».eKtrcme  brevity  <Phot.  Bibliot.  co<J.  Uviwp.  joo^)*  $ome . 
akUttiomunay.  beigW^c4,  from  Jtfve  more  recent,  jiiftoricp'of  Ce*l*c- 
bua aDtlZonaraApf.the  xii'b  century., '  -     .  -:      -<  .  s     -r  .. .  -  •    • 

h  Tftbnpi/or  Al  Tabari,  a  native  of  Taboreftan,  A  tamousolsBstm 
of  Bagdad*  artdth*  fchay  of  thcJknibiads,  finifted^g«*ralitf*ory 
Hi  thcyear  «f  the  HcgSrA  301  (A.  D.  914.)-  *  At  thetequoft  of  .his 
friends^  hetalfttfed  a  wgrteof  $qjj*o  meets  toajnore  wafosftWe  are. 
Put  his  Arabic  original  is  kmown'onlyby  theiPernW  and .  ^UrMla 
verfioiis.  '  The  Saracenic  hiftory  ofEbft  A»Wr0r  Elanaei*,Uf*kUo 
be  an  alnHdginrrft  of  the  g¥«tt  Talari <OcW€yvH*ft,  of  ttt  Saraee** , 
vol.  ii.  preface,  p.-xxab.  and,  Jift  ofanthors,  dfJerbttdt^  «%<?.43  -* 
1014.).  J    ^  ' ■  * ' "'  >  L  tjA'     * 

>*  Befides  the  Hfts  of  anthers  framed  (by  Prideairx*£t#  o¥*6nd: 
met,  p.  179— ity),  Ockley  (at  the  end  of  hiaYerbdif  v'bhjWc)j  *tad 
Petit  a"e  la  Croix  (Hift.de  Gengrfcari,  p.  *5tjr— 550.)*  we  find  iittfie 
Bibliotheque  Orientate  TariAb,  a  catalogue  of  two  or  ^rde^iranoVed 
hiftori6>  or  chronicles  of  the  Eaft,  of  which  not' more  Aim  three  o> 
four  ar*  oWer  than  fabarL  A  lively  fltetch  of  Oriental- Ktetfature  is 
given  by  Reifke  (m  his  Prodidtgmata  ad  Hagji  Chatife  librtkn  rn*- 
morialem  ad  calcem  Abulfeda*  Tabulae  Syria?,  Ltptte?  t 760^  fctit 
his  project  and  the  French  verfion  of  Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hfft.  dc 
Jjmsr  Bee,  torn.  i.  preface,  p.  xjv.)  nave  fallen  to  thcgrouno\ 

'  ~  xnoTe 
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more  recent  age  **♦    The  art  OTrd  genius  of  hiftory  c  H  A  P- 
have  rfver  been  unknown  to  the  Afiatics";  they  are 
igndHuitbf  the  lawsdf  erlticiftn;  and  ourmonkifli 
chroiiidesof  the  fartte  period  may  be  compared  to 
their  moft  popular  works,  trtiich  ate  never  vivified  ■■ 
by   the  fpirft  of  philofophy  and  freedom.     The  «! 
Oriental  library  6f  a  Frenchman ls  would  inftruft 
the  moft  learned  mufti  of  the  Eaft  j  and  perhaps ' 
the  Arabs  might  not  find  in  a  fingle  hiftorian,  fo 
clear  and  comprehenfive  a  narrative  of  their  own 

*J  The  particular  hlftorians  and  geographer*  wANx  occafiotmBf  * 
introduced.    The  four  following  titles  Teprefent  the  annals,  which 
have  guided  me  in  this  general  narrative.  1 .  Annates  Rutjtbtiy  Pattiar~   ■ 
cb*  MrxaatctrinitabEdvjardo  Pototkfo,  Oxen.  1656,^  Wi-  in  4^    •A'  • 
pompous  edition  of  an  indifferent  author,  tronflatedby  Bocock  to 
gratify  the  prefcyterian  prejudice  of  his  friend  Selden.  4.  ttijhri*  Sa» 
raemca  Ge&rgii  Elmadni,  oferd  ttfludio  Tbomx  ErpXti>  U(  4*°,  Lugd>  . 
BatMnrum,  t«H"e.    He  is  laid  to  have  haftily  tranllated  *  corrupt  - 
MS.  and  his  verfion  is  often  deficient  in  ftyle  and  fenfc.    3.  SB/hri* 
tmmfemAofaDyHafiiarM^a  Qrtgtrie  Jbidpbarttgk*  mttrfrttc E4<varJa 
Poa>cM99i*4*+y  Ommi.  1(63.  More  ufcful  for  the1  literary  than  the 
civil  hiftory  of  the  Eaft*  4.  Abtdjtd*  Anaks  Mf/hmnad  4**.  fUgiftt 
ccccvi*  a  3*t.  Joe.  Rgjfa  in  4*0,  &%/!*,  1754*    The  heft  pf  our 
Chronicle*,  both  for  the  original  vertioa,  yet  how  far  below  the 
name  of  Abulfeda>    We  know  that  he  wroUat  Haraah^inthejuv^ 
century.    The  three  former  were  Chriftiaas  <rf  the  x^f  x\i%  and  v 
adiic*  centuries;  the  two  6rft,  native!  of  £gypt>  a  Mclchfcj  pa-  . 
triarcb,  and  a  Jacobite  fcribe. 

14  M.  4u  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns,  torn,  u  pref,  p.  xfac.  ^cx;)  )ik$ 
charaderifed,  with  truth  and  knowledge,  the  two  forts  of  Arabian   , 
hiftodans,  the  dry  annalift,  and  the  tumid,  and  flowery  orator. 

»  ftbUotheqoe  Orientate,  par  M^HerbeloUnfoljo,  Paris»*693N  \ 
For  the  chancier  o£the  rejpe&ablc  author  j  con$ujt,hi&  ftiend  The* 
Tenot  (Voyages  (to  I-e*ant»  part  i.  djap  .,4 .  )•  JJ js  worJp  is  ,an  agr^e?  ^ 
able  apifcellany,  whicl;  muft  gratify  every  Jaftc  *  bjuUnev^r  can  digeflfc  .. 
the  alphabetical  order,  and  1  End  hiin  n^ow.^fa^ry.iii.the^crr,  1 
fian  than  the  Arabic  hi&oryv    The  recent  fupplemcDt  from  the  *»-!„ 

per*  of  M,  M*'V»WeWu.an4GaJland(Hifoji^^a^ay^,.i7?9tiis.^ 
a,  different  caft,  a  medley  of  talea^proYcrbs,  and  Chine fe  antiquities, 

exploits, 
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°  ll  P*  e*fkfos9  as  th**  'which  witt  be  deduced.  i»  the 
^*-->^^i   enfuing  (heels*  -  .  , 

A.D.632.  nant  Caled,  the  fWord  df  Godr  and  the  fcoufge  of 
the  infidels,  advanced  to.  the  banks  qf  the.  Eu- 
phrates, and  reduced  the  cities  of  Aribar  and  Jrlira. 
Weftward  of  the  ruins  of  Babylon,,*  tribe  of  fe- 
defitary  Arabs  had  fixed  themfehres  on  the  v^rgc  of 
the  defert ;  and  Hira  was  the  feat  oi  at  a©?  of 
kings  who  had  embraced  the.  Ghriftian  reljgjoft,  and 
reigned  above  fix  hundred  years  under  the  (hadow  of 
the  throne  of  Perfia16.  The  laft  of  the  Mondars  was 
defeated  and  flam  by  Caled ;  his  fon  was  fent  a  cap- 
tive  tp  Medina  i  his  nobles  bowed  before  the  £uc- 
ceffor  of  the  prophet :  the  people  was  tempted  by 
the  example  and  fuceefs  of  their  cpuntryjnqi :  .and 
Ac  caliph  accepted  as  the  firft  fruks  of  foreign  con- 
qoeft,  an  annual  tribute  of  feventy  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold.  The  conquerors,  and  even  their  hifto- 
nans,  were  aftonifhed  by  the  dawn  of  their  future 
greatnefs :  "  In  the  fame  year,"  feys  Elmacin, 
**  Caled  fought  many  fignal  'battles ;  an  hamenfe 
"  multitude  of  the  infidels  was  flaughtered ;  and 
"  fpoils,  infinite  and  innumerable,  were  acquired 
"  by  thc  yi&orious  Moflems  'V*  But  the  invin- 
cible 

«*  Pocock  will  explain  the  chronology  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabtun, 
p.  66—74.)  and  dAntille  thc  geography  (f  Euphrate  ct  le  Tigre, 
p.  1*5.)*  of  the  dynafty  of  the  AJmondar.*.  The  Englifli  fchokr 
undcrttood  more  Arabic  than  the  Mufti  of  Aleppo  (Ockley,  ▼oi.ii. 
p.  34-) ;  the  French  geographer  is  equally  at  home  in  every  age  «id 
every  climate  of  the  world. 

*7  Fecit  et  Chaled  pluriraa  hi  hoc  anno  prc?lia,'in  qnibut  vtcernnt 
MtftAimi,  ct  mfideUum  rauntiwa  mnltitudine  octisa  fpofia  infiniu  et 

ixuuunera 
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tiBIe  'Caled'  wtts  footi  tr^mferrad  to  the  Syrian  c  u  *  *• 
war :  the  invafion  of  the  Periian  frontier  was  con-  t^-y^> 
<h*&edby  Ids  a£tfve  or  le4r  prudent  commanders : 
the  Sir^cens  were  repulfed  with  Jofs  in  the  paffage 
c*f  the  'Eufvhrates ;  and,  thbugh  they  chaftifed  the 
m&teftt  purfuit  of  the  Magians,  their  remaining 
fordes  ftfll  hovered  in  the  defert  of  Babylon* 

The  indignation  and  fears  of  the  Perfians  faf-  BaMcof 
penckd  for  a  rtioment  their  inteftine  divifions.  By  £*£??* 
hhi  nnattimous  fentence  of  the  priefts  and  nobles, 
thefr  queen  Arzema  was  depofed ;  the  fixth  of  the 
^tranfkait  tifurpers,  who  had  arifen  and  vanHhed  ih 
ihrei  of  fbur  years,  fince  the  death  of  Chofroes  arid 
the  retreit  of  Heraclius.  Her  tiara  was  placed  on 
"th^h&d  bf  Yezdegerd,  the  grandfon  of  Chofroes  ; 
and  the  feme  aera,  which  coincides  with  an  aftm- 
nbrhi&i  period1*,  Has  recorded  the  fall  of  the  Saf- 
•fonian  dyna'fty  and  the  reHgion  of  Zoroafter  **.   The 

innuperjifunt  na<5ti  (Hid.  Saracenic  a,  p.  2<x).  The  C  hriflian  aanalift 
"fiideslnto  the  national  and  compendious  term  ofinfideh,  and  I  often 
adoffc  (Hi*pc  without  feandal)  thisehiraclcriftic  modeof  expreffion. 

**A  ej*l?  of  no  years,,  the  end  of  which  an  intercalary  month  *>f 
30  days  fupplied  the  ufe  of  our  Biflextile,  and  reftored  the  integrity  v 

of  fhtffblar  year.  In  a  great  revolution  of  1440  years  this  intercala- 
tion was  foceeOively  removed  frftto  tht  fi*ft  to  the  twelfth  month  ; 
hilt  t^fdc  and  Frefet  are  involved  in  a  profound  controver  fy,  whether 
the  twelve,  or  only  eight  of  thefe  changes  were  accomplished  before 
tht  ,ikra  of  Yezdegerd,  which  is  unanimouily  fixed  to  the  16th  of 
June  A.  D.  632.  How  lahorioufly  does  the  curious  fpirit  of  Europe 
explore  the  darlteft  and  molt  diftant  antiquities  (Hyde,  de  Rett* 
'(lone  Petfarum,  c  14—18.  p.  181— an.  Freret  in  theMcm.de 
1'Academie  des  fnferiptions,  tdm.  xvi.p.  *3?~ 267 ) ! 

*9  Nine  days  after  the  death  of  Mahomet  (7*  June  A.  D.  63*), 
we  indthe^ra  of  Yezdegerd  (16th  June  A.  D.  63*),  and  hi*acte£ 
iion  cannot  be  poftponed  beyond  the  end  of  the  firit  year.  His  p*e- 
deceflbrs  could  not  therefore  refift  thearmsof  the  caliph  Omar,  and 
thefe  unqueftionable  dates  overthrow  the  the^gbtteftebsonoiosy  of 
Abuipbarafius.    See  Ockley'a  Hift.  of  the -Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  1  jo. 

youth 
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youth  and  ixxxperkncvof  (the  prince,  he  wa^only 
fifteen,  year*  of  age*,  .declined a  pffifoia ^counter ; 
the  royal  ftwdvd  was.  dt&v$red  wtethp  h&E#l&  of 
his  general  Ruftam;  and  a  remq^t  qf  tiur^y:fbou- 
.  land  rcgufcr  troops  was  (wetted  in  itruthi,  or  ^opi- 
nio!!* ta  one  himdmd  ami.  twenty,  ttioa&ad  fufejpds, 
or  allifls^of  tfce;great  king.  The  Moflefns,  wjiofe 
numbers  were  reinforced  from,  tw/eive  to  thirty  tfrou- 
fond,,  had  pitched  their  cajnpin  the  plains  of  Ca- 
defia20 :  and  their  line,  thoughdt  co^fted  of  fewer 
men,  could  produce  mxe/oldier*  than  the  untidy 
hod  of  the  infidels*  I  fltall  here.obf^rye  what.  I 
muft  often  repeat,  that  the  charge  of  t^e  jf^j^hs 
w$s  not  like  that. of  the  Greeks  af*d  Roimuw,  the 
effort  of  a  firm  and  compad  infwtry ;  their  mili- 
tary force  w*a  chiefly  formed  of  cavalry  aad  archers; 
and  the  engagement,  which  was  oftqu  interrupted 
•and  oft§n  renewed  by  tingle  combats  and  flying 
ildrmiihes,  might  be  protra&ed  without  any  de- 
cisive event  to  the  continuance  of  feveral  days. 
.The  periods  of  the  battle  of  Cadefia  were  .diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  peculiar  appellations  The  firft, 
from  the  well-timed  appearance  of  fix  thoufs^nd  of 
the  Syrian  brethren,  was  denominated  the;  day  of 
fuccour.  The  day  of  concuffton  might  esprefs  the 
diforder  of  one,  or  perhaps  of  both,  of  the  con- 
tending armies.  The  third,  a  nocturnal  tumult, 
received  the  whimficai  name  of  the  night  of  barking 
from   the  difcordant  clamours,  which  were  com- 

*°  Cadetia,  fays  tTic  Nubian  geographer  (p.  1*1),  is  in  margiue 
folttudine,  61  leagues  from  Bagdad,  and  two  ftationa  froxn  Cuftu 
'Otter  (Voyage,  torn. i.  p.  1 63.)  reckons  1$  leagues, and obferves, 
'  that  the  place  is  fupplied  with  dates  and  water. 

pared 
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. mate*" ^Thefttwit5ng<rf *the  fueceedtog  day  deter-  Li* 
•ftiihe* 'the r  fete  of-Pe*fiu  ;<  and'  ft  feafcnabte  whirl- 
AVtttifdixWea  tk)<jd  of  dUft  agtfteft^he  feces  of  the 
'Ufrt^iSVers.  *  The  tfbftgor  ><rf  ^fiftd'was  jeectoaed 
to  tfcfcterif  <rfrjR\ifemi  ^h<v&*  unlike  the  ancient 
heft*  of  his  mm^  wafc  g€nt4y  ledmihg  in  a  cool 
a«*d  (faTKjuii-fl^dd,  amidft  the  baggage  of  his 
cataip;  <^d  the  trainr  of  mules  that  were  laden*  with 
gcrtd  ihd  filver.  '  On  the  found  of  daiiger  he  ftarted 
tfrotftt'ftfe  -tdueh;  but  hi^  flight  was  overtaken  by  a, 
-  vibkAt  ftiteb,  who  caught  him  by  the  foot,  (truck 
GflFlus  hfead,  tioifted  it  on  si  lance,  and  inftafcdy 
retutfiin£  to  *  the  field  of  battle,  carried  flaughter 
and  dShfty  attit^ng  the  thkkeft  ranks  of  the  Pef- 
fiansV  The  Saracens  eonfefs  a  loft  of  feven  thdU- 
fand'  five  httidred  men ;  arid  the  battle  of  Gadefa 
■  is  jtiftly  defcribed  by  the  »  epithets ;  of  obftinate  and 
atrocious-1.  The  ftandard  of  the  monarchy  was 
overthrown  and  captured  in  the  field— a  leathern 
aptain  of  a  bfockfmith,  who,  in  ancient  times,  had 
arifen  khe  deliverer  of  Perfia ;  !but  this  badge  of 
heroic  poverty  was  difguifed,  and  altnoft  concealed 
by  a  pfofiifion  of  precious  gems x\  After  this  vic- 
tory, th* ;  wealthy  province  of  Irak  or  Affyria  fub- 
mitted  to  the  caliph,  and  his  conquefts  were  firmly 
•  eftabtfflied  by  the  fpeedy  foundation  of  Baffora'%  a 
v    .      .  place 

11  Atrox,  con tu max,  plus  fcmel  renovatum,  arc  the  well-chofen 
esprefitons  of  the  tranilator  of  AbuIfeda(Keiike,  p.  6$.)« 

**  D'Ucrbelot,  BibVrotheque  Orientale,  p.  197.  348. 

*3  The  reader  miy  ftttsfy  himfclf  on  the  fubjeft  of  Ba flora, by  con « 
fylthig the  following. writers:  Gcograph.  Nubienf.  p.  xn.  D'Herbc- 

lot, 
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place  which  em  command*  the  traik^  irriga- 
tion of  the  Perfia****  At  th»;difts4*e  of  .ftwfoft 
mild  from  the  Gulf,  .^  tEupfrrates  and  Tigw  white 
in  a  broad  att)  &*&  cmm&t  *bkh  is.aptly  AyUd 
the  river  of  tht  Arabfi.  In.the  intt^y^bettoart 
the  jun&ion  and  the  numth  of  thefe  fanogs  ftrotta^ 
the  new  fettlemcnt  wa*  planted  oft  tbe  /tfeftew  tahkj 
the  firft  colony  was  compofejl  of  eight,  hundred 
Moflems;  but  the  influence  of  thtfxmitHki  fee* 
reared  a  flourishing  and  populous  captfal*  ■  33*  air, 
%  though  exceffively  hot,  is  pure  *xid  fctekfcy «  the  - 
meadows  are  filled  with  p<^04cr rod  afttk?  rind 
one  of  the  adjacent  vallies  haft  beta,  celebrated 
tamria-  jumongthrffourparadifes  or  gardens  of  jVfta-  Under 
'aJfonu  the  firft  caliphs,  the  juriidi&ion  of  tW$  Arabian  c»< 
lony  extended  over  the  fouthem  previaoes  of  Pfcvfia; 
the  city  has  been  feadified  by  the  tttnta.of  da 
companions  and  martyrs}  and  Ae  rdfeb  trf  Eu- 
rope  ftill  frequent  the  port  of  Ba&>ta,  as  &  cenre*' 
nient  ftatfon  and  paflage  of  the  Indian  *ra4& 
Sack  of         After  the  defeat  of  Gadefia,  a  country  mterfefied 

A.D?6nsV  by  rivm  wd  canils  ^^  ^ve  oppofad  an  in. 

March,  fuperabte  barrier  te  the  vi&orious  caralry  ;  and  the 
walk  of  Ctefiphoa  or  Madayn,  which  had  tefiftod 
the  battering  rams  of  the  Romans,  would  not  J*ave 
yielded  to  the  darts  of  the  Saracens.  But  the  %- 
Jug  Perfians  were  overcome  by  the  befief,  ttofc  the 
laft  day  of  their  religion  and  empire  was  at  hand : 

lot.  BiW'othCque  Orientate,  p.  19a.  D'Atmllt,  rEjiphiftteet JeTif re, 
p.  156.  133. 14$.  Kajmal,  Hift.  Pbilafophiquc  des  deux  lmka,tom. 
ii.  p.  91—100.  Voyages  di  ficXxQ  dclla  Valk*  torn,  hr.  p.  stq^W* 
D<  Ta vernier,  torn.  i.  p.  140—^47.  De  Thevenot,  torn.  ii.  p.  545— • 
^84.  D'Otter,  torn.  ii.  p.  45—7*.  Dc  Niebuhr,  loin.  ii.p.*;> 'ij». 

*  the 


ifoHtbltgrtr  pelts;  *e*>  M>ari^e2TEy  treachery  or  C  HA  rt 
cttfifalteeVv3ftd  AePlflhg^Vith  3  part  of  Kis  femify  fcr  ;>j 
aiirtttMitiilr^  at  the  foot  of  the 

Mfe(fe*i  l#lli  ':  li* ifofttiihl  month  after  the  battle; 
fci^'^YB^t«llbrtt,,'oT-Omar,  ;paSed  the  Tigris 
p«kot&  Oppotiboh ;'  thd  capital  wa?  taken  by  aft 
iaiilt^  «iftf  tlfe'-Aforderly  ftfiftance  of  the  people 
gtnb*w4e««rne(%e  to  tlW  febres  of  theMoflems, 
ptiA  fl*Otfled^i*h  refigibus  tranfport,  "  This  is  the 
^r^wi&t  palate  of  Chtffroes, "  this  is  the  promHe  of 
«¥tte\ap£fttt  *f  Gdd  !"  The  naked  robbers  of  the 
Bafcrt  jH»  fbddtofy  enriched  beyond  the  meafuni 
bf'thfeir  hope  or  luiowledge.  Each  chamber  re- 
TttU9  a^nArtreafcre  fecreted  with  art,  or  often*  *  i% 
tmsmfydlfyhjtd ;  the  gold  and  filvery  the  various  '  ,?v* 
twirdWIfia'tand  precious  furniture,  furpafled  '(fays 
Abutteda)  the  ^eftimate  of  fancy  or  numbers ;  and 
aaSther  hiffortart  Jfefmes  the;  untold  afhd  almoft  in- 
inflrmf^  ty  die" fabulous  computation  of  three* 
thoufanab  ctf  thoafaadk  of*  thouftrids;  of  pieces  of 
goB&tr  ^Bfnte  tttimue  though  curious  lafis  repre- 
sent tAd  compart  of  riches  and  ignorance.  From 
the  bmmqor  iftands  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  a  larg^ 
pnttfoAcf  camphire*5  had  been  imported/ which 

*♦  MertttTvhfpoteft  numerove  compreHendi.qunnta  fpolja  .... 
BOftrirctffaiht.  Abutted*,  p.  69.  Yet  I  ftitt  furpedV  that  the  nt- 
trayagaattiuimbmaf  Elmacin  may  be«W\c  ent>r,  .-not'  of  the  ttxtb 
but  of  the  yerfion.  The  beft.tranflators  frpin  JtUe  Greek,  for  inj- 
fta^e,  I  ttdwto"4)c  Very  poor  arithmeticians.  * 

«5  The  camphire  tree  grows  in  China  and  Japan  5  but  many  bun* 
«HS?4*  toefght'  of  th<5ft  meaner  forts  are  exchanged  for  a  fingle  pound 
oFtttettorejJfwidiisgniTi  of  Borneo  and  Sumatra  ( Rayiial,  Hift. 
I%ikJfbpK.  tbitf.  t/p!  362—365*.'  Diclonna're  d*Hift,  NatyrtHe  par 
Jtd*nare»  MillarV  Garde  ners  Dictionary}.  Thefe  maybe  the  iilaadt 
of  tftrtrll  efcniate  itom  whence'  the  Arabians  imported  th\ ir ' cam- 
phire (GeojrrapL  Nab.  p.  34, 35-  H'Herbelot,  p,  131.). 
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C  $$  P#  *s  ^P^ycd  yti*k  *  mixture  of  wax  to  illurpinate 
L-y'_r  the.  palficc§  of . {he  Eafh  Strangers  to  the  name 
"  .  7  and  ypopeitis*  qf  that  ©dpriferGus  gum,  the.  Sara- 
cens miftakiflg  it  for  prit,  mingled  the  camphire  in 
their  bread,  fmd  were  aftoniijied  at  the  bktjsrnefs  of 
tfye  tafte.  Qne  of  the  apartments  of  the,  palace 
was  dpcorated  Mrith  a  carpet  of  fllfc,  fijety  cubits  in 
length,  and  as  mpuiy  in  breadth:  a  paradife  or  gar- 
den was  depi&ured  on  the  ground^  tti£  flowers, 
fruits,  and  fhrubs  were  imitated  by  thg  figures  of 
the  gold  embroidery,  and  the  cojoiirs  of  the  pre- 
cious (tones ;  and  the  ample  fquare  was,»encircled 
by  a  variegated  and  verdant  border.  ,  The  Ara- 
bian general  perfyaded  his  fbldier?  to,  relinquifh 
their  claim,  in  the  reafonable  hope  that  the  eyes 
of  the  caliph  would  be  delighted  with  the  fplendid 
workjn?mAip  of  nature  and  induftry.  Regardlefs 
of  the  merit  of  art  and  the  pomp  of  royalty,  the 
rigid  Omar  divided  the  prize  among  his  brethren 
of  Medina:  the  pi&ure  was  deftroyed ;  Jbut  ,fuch 
was  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  materials,,  that  the 
fharc  of  Ali  alone  was  fcild  for  twenty  thpiifand 
drams.  A  mule  that  carried  away  the  tiara  and 
cuirafs,  the  belt  and  bracelets  of  Chofroes,  was 
overtaken  by  the  purfuers;  the  gorgeous  trophy 
was  prefented  to  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
and  the  graved  of  the  companions  condefoended  to 
fmile  when  they  beheld  the  white  beard,  hairy  arms, 
and  uncouth  figure  of  the  veteran,  who  was  in- 
verted with  the  fpoils  of  the  great  king**.  The  Tack 
of  Ctefiphon  was  followed  by  its  defertion  and  gra- 

416  See  Gagnier,  Vie  cle  'Mahomet,  tom.l.  p.  376,  377.    I  may 
credit  the  fait,  without  believing  the  prophecy. 
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dual  decay.  The  Saracens  diiKked  th*  air. arid  chap* 
fituation  of  the  place,  and  Omar  was  advifed  bf  ■_  -  ',^ 
his  general  to  remove  the  feat  of  governmeM  to  J*^- 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  Euphrates.  In  every  age  Cufr. 
the  foundation  and  ruin  of  the  Aflyrian  cities  has 
been  eafy  and  rapid  j  the  country  is'  defthute  of 
ftone  and  timber,  Aiid  the  moft  folid  ftru&ures %t 
are  compofed  of  bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  and 
joined  by  a  cement  of  the  native  bitumen*  The 
name  of  Cufa  "  defcribes  an  habitation  of  reeds  and 
earth ;  but  the  importance  of  the  new  capital  was 
fupported  by  the  numbers,  wealth,  and  fpirit  of  a 
colony  of  veterans ;  and  their  licentioufnefs  was  in- 
dulged by  the  wifeft  caliphs,  who  were  apprehenfive 
of  provoking  the  revolt  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
fwords :  "  Ye  men  of  Cufa/'  faid  Ali,  who  foli- 
cited  their  aid,  "  you  have  been  always  confpicu- 
"  ous  by  your  valour.  You  conquered  the  Per* 
"  fian  king,  and  fcattered  his  forces,  till  yon  had 
"  taken  pofl&ffion  of  his  inheritance."  This 
mighty  conqueft  was  atchieved  by  the  battles  o£ 
Jalula  and  Nehavend.  After  the  lofs  of  the  for- 
mer, Yezdegerd  fled  from  Holwan,  and  concealed 
his  fhame  and  defpair  in  the  mountains  of  Farfiftan* 
from  whence  Cyrus  had  defcended  with  his  equal 
and  valiant  companions.    The  courage  of  the  na 

*7  The  moft  con  filterable  ruins  of  Aflyria  are  the  tower  of  Belus, 
at  Babylon,  and  the  hall  of  Chofroes,  at  Cteftphon :  they  have  been 
viQtcd  by  that  vaiu  and  curious  traveller  Pietro  della  Valle  (torn.  L 
P-  713— 71S.  73«—  7  55)* 

28  Cobfuk  the  article  oS  Confab  in  the  Bibliotheque  ©fd'Herbelot 
(P-  477,  *7«-)»  and  the  fecond  volume  of  Ockley's  Hiftory,.  particu<- 
hilyp.  40.  and  153. 
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' c  w  *  p-  tion  furvived  that  of  the  monarch ;    among-  the 
i^v-Lj    hills  to  the  fouth  of  Ecbatana  or  Hamadan,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Perfians  made  a  third 
and  final  ftand  for  their  religion  and  country ;  and 
the  decifive  battle  of  Nehavend  was  ftyled  by  the 
Arabs  the  viftory  of  vi&ories.     If  it  be  true  that 
the  flying  general  of  the  Perfians  was  ftopt  and 
overtaken  in  a  crowd  of  mules  and  camels  laden 
with  honey,  the  incident,  however  flight  or  An- 
gular, will  denote  the  luxurious  impediments  of 
an  Oriental  army  *•. 
Conqucft        The  geography  of  Perfia  is  darkly  delineated  by 
°  A.eDa>  .l^e  Greeks  and  latins ;  but  the  mod  ilhiftrious  of 
637— 651 .    her  cities  appear  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  in- 
vafion  of  the  Arabs.     By  the  redu&ioa  of  Ha- 
madan and  Ifpahan,  of  Cafwin,  Tauris,'  and  Rei, 
they  gradually  approached  the  ftiores  of  the  Caf- 
pian  Sea ;  and  the  orators  of  Mecca  might  applaud 
the  fuccefs   and  fpirit  of  the  faithful,  who  had 
•already  loft  fight  of  the  northern  bear,  and  had 
altnoft  tranfeended  the  bounds   of  the  habitable 
world  l°.    Again  turning  towards  the  Weft  and  the 
Roman  empire,  they  repaired  the  Tigris  over  the 
bridge  of  Moful,  and,  in  the  captive  provinces  of 

«9  Sec  the  article  of  Nebawd,  in  d'Herbelot,  p.  667,  668. ;  and 
Voyages  tn  Turqoieet  en  Pcrfe,  par  Otter,  torn.  i.  p.  191. 

a?  It  kin  fuck  a  ftyfe  of  ignorance  and  wonder  tnat  the  Athe 
aian  orator  defcrlbcs  the  Arctic  conqnefts  of  Alexander,  who  never 
advanced  beyond  the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian,  AXifa^o?  i|«  tt*  «^t» 
km  twj  <nxts(Mrn9  ofcytt&irt  **trrf  fAi$rr%>  i..  Efchines  contra  Ctefi- 
phontem,  torn.  iii.  p.  554,  edit.  Grxc.  Orator.  Reifce.  This  me- 
morable caufe  was  pleaded  at  Athens,  Olytnp.  cxii.  3,  (before  Chrift 
$30),  in  the  autumn  (Taylcr,  prxfot.  p.  370,  &c),  about  a  year 
after  the  battle  of  Arbel as  and  Alexander,  in  the  purCuit  of  Darius, 
was  inarching  towards  Hyrcania  and  BaOriaiuu 

•  -  •     ■  8  Armenia 
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Armenia  and  Mefopotamia,  embraced  their  vido-  CHAP, > 
nous  brethren   of  the   Syrian   army.      From  the 
palace  of  Madayn  their  Eaftern  progrefs  was"  not 
lefs  rapid  or  extenfive.     They  advanced  along  the. 
Tigris  and  the  Gulf;  penetrated  through  the  paffes. 
of  the  mountains  into  the  valley  of  Eftachar  or  Per- 
fepolis ;  and  profaned  the  laft  fan&uary  of  the  Ma-- 
gian  empire.   The  grandfon  of  Chofroes  was  nearly 
furprifed  among  the  falling  columns  and  mutilated' 
figures ;    a  fed  emblem  of  the  paft  and  prefent  for- 
tune of  Perfia 5I :  he  fled  with  accelerated  hafte  over 
the  defert  of  Kirman,  implored  the  aid  of  the  war-' 
like  Segeftans,  and  fought  an  humble  refuge  on  the 
verge  of  the  Turkifh  and  Chihefe  power.     But  a 
viftork)i&  army  is  infenfible  of  fatigue :   the  Arabs* 
divided  their  forces  in  the  purfuit  of  a  timorous 
enemy ;  and  the  caliph  Othman  promifed  the  go* 
vernment  of  Chorafan  to  the   firft  general  who 
fliould  enter  that  large  and  populous  country,  thte 
kingd&m  df  the  ancient  Baftrians.    The  condition 
was  accepted;  the  prize  was  deferred;  the  flatii- 
dard  of  Mahomet  was  planted  on  the  walls  of  Herat, 
Merou,  and  Balch ;  and  the  fiiccefsful  leader  nei- 
ther halted  nor  repofed  till  his  foaming  cavalry  had . 
tailed  the  Craters  of  the  Oxus.    In  the  public  an*  > 
archy,  the  independent  governors  of  the  cities  and 
allies  obtained  their  feparate  capitulations ;   the ' 
terms  were  granted  or  impofed  by  the  efteem,  the 

*        ...        .        * 

31  We  are  indebted  for  this  curious  particular  to  the  Dynafties  of 
Abulpharagius,  p.  116.;  hut  it  is  needlefs  to  prove  the  identity  of 
Eftachar  and  Ferfepolts  (d^Herbelot,  p.327.)-;  and'ftffl  moic  need-- 
lefe  to  copy  the  dra>yings^and  defcriptiotis  of  Sir  John  Chard'm,  or 
Cprneillele*  Bruyn. 
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C  ^  P<  pratoee,  oi»  the  compaffion,  of  the  vidars ;  arid  a 
fettple  profeiTion  of  frith  eftablHhed  the  diftkifition 
between  a  brother  and  a  flave.  After  a  noble  de- 
fence, Harmozan,  the  prince  or  fatrap  of  Ahwaz 
and  Sufa,  was  compelled  to  furrender  his  peifon 
and  his  ftate  to  the  difcretion  of  the  caliph }  and 
their  interview  exhibits  a  portrait  of  the  Arabian 
manners.  In  the  prefence,  and  by  the  command, 
of  Omar,  the  gay  Barbarian  was  defpoiied  of  his 
filken  robes  embroidered  with  gold,  and  of  his 
tiara  bedecked  with  rubies  and  emeralds:  H  Are 
*c  you  now  fenfible,"  faid  the  conqueror  to  hfo 
naked  captive ;  u  are  you  now  fenfible  of  the  judg- 
*  ment  of  God,  and  of  the  different  rewards  of  in- 
"  fidelity  and  obedience  ?'  "  Alas!*'  replied  HaLr- 
jnozan,  u  I  feel  them  too  deeply.  In  the  days  of 
#<  our  common  ignorance,  we  fought  with  the 
"  weapons  of  the  flefli,  and  my  nation  was  fupe- 
14  lion  God  was  then  neuter:  fince  he  has  ei- 
<4  pottfed  your  quarrel*  you  haw  fubverted  our 
cc  kingdom  and  religion."  Opprefled  by  this 
painful  dialogue,  the  Perfian  complained  of  idto- 
lerable  thirfl,  but  difcovered  fome  appreheniions 
left  he  fliould  be  killed  whilft  he  was  drinking  a 
cop  of  water.  u  Be  of  good  courage,"  faid  the 
cafiph,  *  your  life  is  life  till  you  have  drank  this 
"  water :"  the  crafty  fatrap  accepted  the  affurance, 
and  inftautly  dafhed  the  vafe  againft  the  ground* 
Omar  would  have  avenged  the  deceit  $  but  Jhi$ 
companion*  reprefented  the  fan&ity  of  an  oath; 
and  the  fpeedy  (onverfion  of  HarmoEan  entitled 
him  not  only  to  a  free  pardon*  but  even  to  a  ftipend 
©f  twv  tfcw&ad  pieces  of  gold.    The  adrainiftra- 

tioa 


OF  TilE  ROMAN'  EMPIRE;   «  #$. 

tionof  Perfia  was  regulated  by  an  a&ual  4umy  ^HA-ft- 
of  the  people,   the  cattle*   and  >the  fruits  of  the 
earth  *% ;   and  .  this  monument,   which  attefts  thp 
vigilance  of  the  caliphs,  might  have  inftrufted  the 
philofophers  of  every  age 33. 

The  flight  *>f  Yeidegertl  had  carried  him  be-  Death  of 

1     i       /n  1  r  t-     x  the  laft 

yond  the  Qaus,  and  as  far  as  the  Jaxartes,  two  kin?, 
rivers34  of  ancient  and  modern  renovlrn,  which  AD-65«- 
defcend  from  the  fountains  of  India  towards  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  He  was  hofpitably  entertained  by 
Tarkhan,  prince  of  Fargana  3S9  a  fertile  province 
on  the  Jaxartes;  the  king  <jf  Samarcand,  yith 
the  Turkifli  tribes  qf  Sogdiana  and  Scythia,  wer$ 
moved  by  the  lamentations,  arfd  promifes.  of  the 
fallen  monarch;  and  he  folicited  by  a  fuppliant 
embaffy,  the  more  folid  and  powerful  friendflwp  of 
the    emperor  of   China, ' .      The  virtupus  Tait* 

■  -     ;  ■  '  ,  fon& 

n  After  the  conquest  ofTerfia,  Theophanes  adds,  *vi»  h  rat  x?™<* 
szihtLTi*  Ovfiap*  wdyfOfpfveu  marsa  Tr,>.iw  *vrp,  wttyuw.  tytnTo  hi 
*9xyfot$1  Kdi  a^w7?<y»  *ai  «tu»«»  *«*  ftT^  (Chronograph,  p.  a"8j.). 

33  Atnidft  our  meagre  relations,  I  muft  regret,  thaj  d'flerbetyt 
has  not  found  and  ufed  a  Perfian  transition  of  Tabari,  enriched, 
us  he  fays,  with  many  extraA*  frbm  the  native5  bi*6riana  of  tne 
Gbcbers  or  Magi  (3ibHctkeque  Orientate,  p.  1014.).   .    ;  t     .  y 

**  The  moft  authentic  accounts,  of  the  two,  rjver**  th,e  Sihon 
(Jaxartcs>,andth€  Gihon  (Oxus),  may  be  found  irfSherifal'Edri^ 
(Geograph.  Nubienf.  p.  138),  Abulfeda  (t)e'fcVlpt.  Chdrafen.  19 
Hudfon,  torn,  iii.p-  »30>  Abtdgfrazi.KhimiwWTdigned  onjJtfMjr 
bankt  (Hift.  Genealogique  tdes  Tatats,  p.  3?/  fc>J$§?)»  ^f  tyc 
Turkifli  Geographer,  a  MS.  in  the  Ifing  ot  France's  library  (£xamen 
Critique  des  Hiftoriens  d* Alexandre,  p.  r^^-pS.*' ' v  J '      •  ' - : 


15 


The  territory  of  Fergana  is  defcriberfiy  Abulfeda,-  p/70^7, 

Y>  Eo  redegit  angufaariirm  cun^em  regejn'exmTem/uC'Tiiroci 
regi*t  Ct  Sog$am,  et  Sinenfn,  aixUia1  trofftf  liferfriifopfcraffF  (Abkl- 
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C1££p-  fpng3%  the  firft  of  the  dynafly.  of  the  Tang, 
^y  ifee;juftly(  compared  with,  the  Antonines  of 
Rome :  .his  people  enjoyed  the  bteffings  x>f  profpe* 
rity  and  peace j  and  his  dominion,  was.  aeknavir* 
ledgod  by  forty-four  hords  of  the  -Barbarians  of 
Tartary,  His  laft  garrifons  of  Cafhgarand  Khoten 
maintained  a  frequent  intercourfe  with  their  neigh- 
bours of  the  Jaxartes  and  Qxus ;  a  recent  colony 
of  Perfians  had  introduced  into  China  the  agrono- 
my of  the  Magi;,  and Taitfhng  might  be  alarmed 
by  the  rapid  progrefe  and  dangerous  -vicinky.  of 
the  Arabs*  The  influence,  and  perhaps  the  fup- 
pties,  of  China  revived  the  hopes. of  Yezdegerd 
*pd  the  zeal  of  the  worshippers  of  fire ;  and.  he 
f punned,  wjth  an  army  of  Turks. to  conquer  the  in*. 
|#  rkaacj:  of  his  fathers.  The  fortunate  Moflems, 
without  unfheathing  their  fwords,  were  the  fpecr 
tators  q{  his.  ruin  and  death.  The  grandfon  of 
Chofroes  was  betrayed  by  his  fervant,  infuked  by 
the  feditious  inhabitants  of  Merou,  and  opprefled, 
defeated,  and  purfued,  by  his  Barbarian  allies.  He 
reached  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  offered  his  rings 
and  /bracelets  for  an  inftant  paflage  in  a  miller's 
boat.  Ignorant  or  infenfible  of  royal  diftrefs, 
the  ruftic  replied,  that  fourdrams  of  filver  were  the 
daily  profit  of  his  mill,  and  that  he  would  not  fuf- 

Fed.  Annal.  p.  74.).  The  connexion  of  the  Pcrfian  and  Chlnefe 
htftory  is  illuftrated  by  Freret  (Mem,  de  rAcademie,  torn.  xri.  p.  445 
—$55.)  and  de  Guignes  (Hift.  de*  Huns,  torn.  i.  p.  54 — 59.  aB& 
Cor  the  geography  of  the  borders,  torn.  ti.  p.  x— 43.). 

37  Hift:  Sinlca,  p.  41—46.  in  the  iiiJ  part  of  the  Relations  Curieufcs 
ofThevenot. 

paid 
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pend  his  woik  unlefe  the  lofs  were  repaid:    fii  *his  P  *JA  P. 

moment  .of .  hefitatiaa  and  delay, •  the:  lad  df  ti*    u-y-^ 

Saffanian  kings  was  overtaken  and  ftaughtered  bf 

the  Turkifh  cavalry^  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 

unhappy,  reign  2\    His  fon  Firuz,  an  humble  client 

of  the  Chinefe  emperor,    accepted  the  ftafion  of 

captain  of  his  guards ;   and   the  Magian  worihip 

was  long  preferved  by  a  colony  of  loyal  exiles  ill 

the  province  of  Bucharia.    His  grandfon  inherited 

the  regal  .name ;  but  after  a  faint  and1  fruitlefs  ert* 

terpiife,  he  returned  to  China,  and  ended  his  days 

in  the  palace  of  Sigan.     The  male  line  of  the  Saf- 

fanicfcs  was  extinG;  but  the  female  captives,  the 

daughters  of  Perfia,  were  given  to  the;  conquerors 

in  fervkude,  or  marriage ;    and  the  race  of  thft 

caliphs  and  imams  was  ennobled  by  the  blood  of 

their  royal. mothers  w. 

After  the  fail  of  the  Perfian  kingdom,  the  ri  Ver  The  «»- 

Oxus  divided  the  territories  of  the  Saracens  and  of  Trlnfoxi- 

the  Turks.     This  narrow  boundary  was  foon  over-  an;l'  *•  ** 

leaped  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Arabs :  the  governors 

of  Ghorafan  extended  their  fucceflrve  inroads ;  and 

one  of  their  triumphs  was  adorned  with  the  bufldn 

of  a  Turkifh  queen,  which  flie  dropt  in  her  prfe- 

♦ 

#  I  have  endeavoured  to  harmonize  the  various  narratives  qf 
Elmacin  (Hift.  Saraccrn.  p.  37.),  Abu1  ph  a  rag  i  us  (Dynaft.  p.  n6.), 
AbuMcda(Annal.  p.  74.  79.),  and  d'Herbelot  (p.  4#5-)-  The  end 
of  Yetfdegerd  was  not  only  unfortunate,  but  obfeure.  -       * 

»  The  two  daughters  of  Yczdegerd  married  Ha  flan,  the  fon  of 
Ali,  and  Mohammed,  the  fon  of  Abubeker  j  and  the  firft  of  thefe 
wag  the  father  of  a  numerous  progeny.  The  daughter  of  phiroui 
became  the  wife  of  the  caliph  Walid,  and  their  fon  Yezid  derived 
his  genuine  or  fabulous  defcent  from  the'Chdfroea  of  Periia,  the 
Caefars  of  Rome,  and  the  Chagans  of  the  Turks  or  Avars  (d'Her-  ' 

bcjpt,  BiWiot.  Orientate,  p.  9*.  4*70* 

cipitate 
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CHAP,  cipkate  flight  beyond  the  Mis  of .  Bochara  4°.  But 
the  final  conqueft  of  Tranfoaaana*',  as  weB  as  of 
Spain,  was  referved  for  thfc  gloriou*  reign  of  the 
ina&ive  Walid;  and  the,  name  of  Catibah,  the 
camel-driver,  declares  the  origin,  and  merit  of  his 
fuccefsful  lieutenant.  While  one  bf  Ms  colleagues 
difplayed  the  firft  Mahometan  banrier  on.  the  banks 
of  the  Indus,  the  fpacions  regions  between  the 
Oxus,  the  Jaxartes,  and  the  Cafpran  Sea,  were 
reduced  by  the  arms  of  Catibah  to  the  obedience 
of  the  prophet  and  of  the  caliph:41.  A  tribute  of 
two  millions  of  pieces  of  gold  was  impoied  on  the 
infidels;  th^ir  idols  wdrd  burnt  or  broken;  the 
Mufulman  chief  pronounced  a  fermon  in*  the  new 
mofch  of  Carizme ;  after  feveral .  battles,  .  the 
TurkMi  hords  were  driven  back  to  the  defert; 
and  the  emperors  of  China  folicited  the  friendfhip 
of  the  vi&orious  Arabs.  To  dteir  indulhy,  the 
profperity  6f  the  province,  the  Sogdiana  of  the 
ancients,    may  in  a  great  mcafure  be  afcribed; 

4*  it  was  valued  at  2000  pieces  of  gold,  and  was  the.  prize  of 
Obcidollah  the  fon  of  Ziyad,  a  name  afterwards  infamous  by  the 
'murder  of  Hofein  (Ockley's  tfiflory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  JL,  p.  141, 
143.),  His  brother  Salem  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  firft 
Arabian  woman  (A-  D.  6*0),  who  paflTed  the  Oxus :  (he  borrowed, 
or  rather  ftole,  the  crown  and  jewels  of  the  ptiiieefs  ofc  thcSbgdians 
(p.  * 3 1, » s*.). 

*»  A  part  of  Abolfeda's  geography  is  translated -by  Greaves,  !■- 
ferted  in  Hudfon's  collection  of  the  minor  geographer*  (totaru  iti.)j 
and  entitled,  Defcriptto  Chorafmis  ct  Mawaraiaa&rcf,  id  et,  regi- 
onum  extra  fluvium,  Oxum,  p.  So.  The  name  of  Trans  oxuma, 
foftcr  in  found,  equivalent  in  fenfe,  is  aptly  ufed  by  Petit  dc  la  Croix 
(Hift.  de  Gcngifcan,  &c.)»  and  feme  modern  Orientali/U,  but  they 
are  miftaken  in  afcribing  it  to  the  writers  of  antiquity. 

4*  The  conqoefts  of  Catibah  are  faintly  marked  by  El  niacin  (Kilt 
Saracen.  p.$4.)>  d'Herbelot  (BiblioL  Orient.  Catbab,  Samarcand* 
T<diS)y  and  dc  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns,  torn.  I  0.58,  49.). 

but 
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trot  the  advantages  of  the  foil  and  dfcnate'  had  bden  c  ha  p. 
undetftood  and  cultivated  fince  the  teign  of  the 
Macedonian  kings.  Before  the  ifivafion  at  the 
Saracens,  C&rizme*  Bocara,  and  Satliarc&nd,  were 
rich  and  populous  under  the  yoke  of  the  fhcpherds 
of  the  north.  Thefe  cities  were  furrounded  witfc 
a  double  wall  j  and  the  exterior  fortification,  of  $ 
larger  circumference,  incloled  the  fields  and  gar- 
dens of  the  adjacent  diffri&.  The  mutual  wants 
of  Iridia  and  Europe  were  fuppKed  by  the  diligence' 
of  the  Sogdiafl  merchants  j  and  the  iiieftmiable  aa?E 
of  transforming  linen  into  paper,,  has  been  diffufed 
from  the  manufa&ure  of  Saraafcand  ever  the  weft- 
ern  world43. 

EL  No  fooner  had  Abnbeker  reflioiied  the  unity  invafion 
of  faith  and  government,  than  he  difpafcched  a  a.D.6ji. 
circular  letter,  to  the  Arabian*  tribes.  "  in  the 
*  name  of  the  moft  merciful  God»  to  the  mft  of 
"  the  true  believers.  Heakh  and  Happineft,  and 
cc  the  mercy  and  bteffing  of  God  be  upon  you.  I 
w  praife  the  moft  high  God,  and  I  pray  for  his  pro- 
"  phet  Mahomet.  This  is  to  acquaint  yotf,  that 
*'  I  intend  to  fend  the  true  believer*  iafo  Syria 4* 

«  to 

43  A  curious  description  of  Samarcand  is  inferted  in  the  Biblio- 
theca  Arabico-Hifpana,  torn.  y.  p.  208,  &c.  The  librarian  Cafiri 
(torn.  ti.  9.)  relates,  from  credible  testimony,  that  paper  was  firft 
imported  from  China  to  SamarcajwJ,  A.  H.  30,  and  mixnudy  or  ra- 
ther introduced,  at  Mecca,  A.  H.  88.  The  Efcqrial  library  contains 
paper  MSS.  as  old  as  the  iv'*  or  v*  century  of  the  Hcgira. 

44  A  feparate  hi  (lory  of  theconqueft  of  Syria  has  beei>  compofed 
by  Al  Wakidt,  cadi  of  Bagdad,  who  was  born  A-  D.  74S,  and  died 
A.  D.  8a* :  he  likewtfe  wrote  the  conqucft  of  Ejcypt,  of  Diarbekir, 
Sec.  Above  the  meagre  and  recent  chronicles  of  the  Arabians,  Al 
Wakidi  has  the  double  merit  of  antiquity  and  coptoufnefr.  Hi* 
^Jes-ajid^raditigriB  afford  an  ar^lefs  pifturc  of  the  men  and.  the 

times* 
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CHAP.    u  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  infidels.   *  And 
"  I  would  have  you  know,  that  the  fighting  for 
"  religion  is  an  a£t  of  obedience  to  God/*     His 
meffengers  returned  with  the  tidings  of  pious  and 
martial  ardour  which  they  had  kindled  in  every 
province ;  and  the  camp  of  Medina  wtfs  fucceffive- 
ly  filled  with  the  intrepid  bands  of  the  Safacens 
whb  panted  for  action,  complained  of  the  heat  of 
the  feafon  and  the  fcarcity  of  provifions ;  and  ac- 
cufed  with  impatient  murmurs  the  delays  of  the 
caliph.     As  foon  as  their  numbers  were  complete, 
Abubeker  afcended  the  hill,  reviewed  the  men,  the 
horfes,  and  the  arms,  and  poured  forth  a  fervent 
prayer  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  undertaking.      In 
perfon  and  on  foot,  he  accompanied  the  firft  day's 
march ;  add  when  the  blufliing  leaders  attempted 
to  difmount,  the  caliph  removed  their  fcruples  by 
a  declaration,  that  thofe  who  rode,  and  thofe  who 
walked,    in   the  fervice   of  religion,  were   equally 
meritorious.     His  inftruftions 4S   to   the   cfhiefs   of 
the  Syrian  army,  were  infpired  by  the  warlike  fe- 
naticifin   which  advances  to  feize,  and  affe&s  to 
defpife,  the  obje&s  of  earthly  ambition.    '"  Re- 
times.   Yet  his  narrative  is  too  often  defective,  trifling,  and  impro- 
bable.   Till  fomething  better  fhall  be  found,  his  learned  ftnd  fpirft- 
ed  interpreter  (Ockleyf  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  11 — 
,341.)  will  not  deferve  the  petulant  animadverfion  of  Reifke  (Prodi- 
dagmatfc  ad  Hagji  Chalifse  Tabiilas,  p.  136.)  I  am  forry  to  think 
that  the  labours  of  Ockley  were  confummated  in  a  jail  (fee  his  two 
prefaces  to  the  i1*  vol.  A.  D.  1708,  to  the  a«l,  17 18,  with  the  lift  of 
authors  at  the  end). 

*  4f  The  inftntcltons,  &c.  of  Hie  Syrian  war,  are  defcribedf  by  Al 
Wakidi  and  Ockley,  torn.  i.  p.*  12—27,  &«.  Tn  the  fetfrucFit  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  contract,  and  ncedlcft  to  quote,  their  cfrcnmftantial  nar- 
rative.   My  obligations  to  others  fhall  be  noticed. ' 

w  member/1 
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c  member,"    faid  the   fucceffor  of  the  prophet,  chap. 


4  that  you  are  always  in  the  prefence  of  God,  on 
6  the*  verge  of  death,  in  the  affurance  of  judg- 
ment, and  the  hope  of  paradife.  Avoid  in* 
juftice  and  oppreffion;  confult  with  your  bre* 
thren3  and  fludy  to  preferve  the  love  and  con- 
fidence of  your  troops.  When  you  fight  the 
battles  of  the  Lord,  acquit  yourfelves  like  men, 
without  turning  your  backs ;  but  let  not  your 
vi&ory  be  ftained  with  the  blood  of  women  or 
children.  Deftroy  no  palm-trees,  nor  burn  any 
fields  of  corn.  Cut  down  no  fruit-trees,  nor 
dp  any  mifchief  to  cattle,  only  fuch  as  you  kill 
to  eat.  When  you  make  any  covenant  or  ar- 
ticle, ftand  to  it,  and  be  as  good  as  your  word. 
As  you  go  on,  you  will  find  fome  religious  per- 
fons  who  live  retired  in  monafteries,  and  pro- 
pofe  to  themfelves  to  fcrve  God  that  way :  let 
them  alone,  and  neither  kill  them  nor  deftroy 
their  monafteries  46 :  And  you  will  find  another 
fort  of  people  that  belong  to  the  fynagogue  of 
Satan,  who  have  (haven  crowns 47 ;  be  fure  you 
cleave  their  ikulls,  and  give  them  no  quaiter 
till    they  either  turn   Mahometans   or   pay  tri- 

«*  Notwithftanding  this  precept,  M.  Pauw  (Recherches  fur  lea 
Egyptiens,  torn.  ii.  p.  19*.  edit.  Laufaime)  leprcfents  the  Bedo* 
weens  as  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  monks.  For  my 
own  part  I  am  more  inclined  to  fufpeel  the  avarice  of  the  Arabian 
robbers,  and  the  prejudice.-  o;  the  German  phtlofopher. 

+i  Even  in  the  feventh  century,  the  monks  were  generally  laymen  ; 
they  wore  their  hair  long  and  difhevelled,  and  fliaved  their  heads 
when  they  were  ordained  priefts*  The  circular  tonfurc  was  facred 
and  myftertous :  it  was  the  crown  of  thorns  i  but  1%  was  likewife 
a  royd  diadem,' and  every  pneft  was  a  king,  &c.  (Thomamn, 
Discipline  dc  TEglile,  torn.  i.  p.  721—758.  cfpccially  p.  737*  738.). 

«  bute." 
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"  bute."  AH  profane  or  frivolous  con rerfation  j 
all  dangerous  recolle&ion  erf"  ancient  quarrels,  was 
feverely  prohibited  among  the  Arabs;  in  the  tu- 
mult of  a  camp,  the  exercifes  of  religion  -were  at 
fiduoufly  pra&ifed ;  and  the  intervals  of  action 
were  employed  in  prayer,  meditation,  and  the  ftudy 
of  the  Koran,  The  abufe,  or  even  the  ufe,  of  wine 
Was  chaftifed  by  fourfcore^  ftrokes  on  the  foles  of 
the  feet,  and  in  the  fervour  of  their  primitive  zeal 
many  fecret  finndrs  revealed  their  fault,  and  foli- 
cited  their  punifhment.  After  fome  hefitation  the 
command  of  the  Syrian  army  was  delegated  to 
Abu  Obeidah,  one  of  the  fugitives  of  Mecca  and 
companions  of  Mahomet ;  whofe  zeal  and  devo- 
tion were  affuaged,  without  being  abated,  by  the 
lingular  mildiiefs  and  benevolence  of  his  temper. 
IJut  in  all  the  emergencies  of  war,  the  foldiers  de- 
manded the  fuperior  genius  of  Caled;  and  who- 
ever might  be  the  choice  of  the  prince,  ihejkvord 
<f  God  was  both  in  fad  and  fame  the  foremoft 
leader  of  the  Saracens.  He  obeyed  without  reluc* 
tance;  he  was  confulted  without  jealoufy ;  andfuch 
was  the  fpirit  of  the  man,  or  rather  of  the  times,  that 
Caled  profeffed  his  readinefs  to  fenre  under  the  ban* 
ner  of  the  faith,  though  it  were  in  the  hands  of  a 
child  or  an  enemy.  Glory,  and  riches,  and  do- 
minion,, were  indeed  promifed  to  the  viftorious 
Mufulm&n;  but  he  was  carefully  inftrufted,  that 
if  the  goods %  of  this  life  were  his  only  incitement, 
they  likewife.  would  be  his  only  reward. 
g«t*  tf  One  of  the  fifteen  provinces  of  Syria,  the  cul- 
tivated lands  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Jordan,  had 

been 
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been  4ep°*B#4  by  Romaa  vanity  with  the  iconic  c  l*  *  p- 
of  Arq&iifl*\  and  the  ftrft  jtrnjs  of  the  Saracens 
were  juftifrqd  by  the  femblancf  of  a  national  right, 
Thp  cpuotry  ytf&  enriched  by  the  various  benefits 
of  trade }  by  the  vigilance  of  the  emperors  it  was 
covered  ?vith .  a  Jine  of  forts ;  and  the  populous 
cities  of  Gerafa,  Philadelphia,  and  Bofra  4%  were 
fecure,  at  leaft  from  a  furprife,  by  the  folid  ftruc- 
ture.  of  their  walls.  The  laft  of  thefe  cities  wras  the 
eighteenth  ftation  of  Medina;  the  road  was  fa- 
miliar to  the  caravans  of  Hejaz  and  Irak,  who  an- 
nually vifited  thjs  plenteous  market  of  the  prpvuicp. 
and  the  def^rt :  the  perpetual  jealoufy  of  the  Arab* 
had  trained  the  inhabitants  to  anus;  and  twelve 
thoiUfand  foorfe  could  fully  from  th/3  gates  pf  Bofra* 
an  appellatioU  which  fignifies,  iq.  th*  Syqac  lan- 
guage, a  ftrong.  tower  of  defence.  Encouraged  by 
their  firft  fuc^efs  againfl  the  open  towns  and  flying 
parties  of  the  borders,  a  detachment  of  four  tbou* 
farkd  Moflerns  prefumed  to  fummon  and  attaefcthe 
fortrflifs  of  Bofra.  They  were  opprefled  by  ~tfw  " 
numbers.  *>f.  the  Syrians ;  they  were  fayed  by:  the"' 
preface  of  Caled,  with  fifteen  hundred  haffe  t  he.  -' 
blamed  the  enterprife,  reftored  the  battle,  rand  re-  - 

«•  Hiiic  Arabia  eft  conferta,  ex  alio  latere  Nabathccis  con.tigua;  -> 
opinia  varieiate*  commerciorum,  caftrifquc  opplera  valklis  ttC*IU'I-*~ 
lis,  quae  ad  repeHeudo*  gentium  vicinarum  excurfu?;  folicitucf$  * 
perviget  veterum  pro  opportunos  faltos  crexit  ct  pa^to^  '^miojajC  . 
Mirc^ellin.  xiv.  8.    Reland.  Paleflin.  torn.  i.  p.  $5,  86. 

^  With  Gerafi  and  Philadelphia,  Ammianus  praifes  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Bofra  firmitate  cautiffimaa.*   They  defcvved  th«  fame 
prnifejn  tfie  time  of AtnOfeda  (Tabid.  Syriw*  p.yj  ),  who  de- 
fenses ^his  ciy^  t^e  metropolis  of  Hawran  (Auranilis),  four  dajs,  . 
journey  from  p.unafctis.    The  Hebrew  etymology  I  learn  "from  *' 
Relaiul*  Paleftin.  torn.  ii.  p.  666. 

fcued 
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chap,  fcued  his  friend,  the  venerable  Serjabil,  who  had 


vainly  invoked  the  unity  of  God  and  the  promifes 
of  the  apoftle.  After  a  fliort  ffepofe,  the  Moflems 
performed  their  ablutions  with  fand  inftead  of  wa- 
ter $° ;  and  the  morning  prayer  was  recited  by  Caled 
before  they  mounted  on  horfeback.  Confident 
in  their  ftrength,  the  people  of  Bofra  threw  open 
their  gates,  drew  their  forces  into  the  plain,  and 
fwore  to  die  in  the  defence  of  their  religion.  But 
a  religion  of  peace  was  incapable  of  withftanding 
the  fanatic  cry  of  "  Fight,  fight !  Paradife,  para- 
c<  dife  1"  that  re-echoed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Sara- 
*cens ;  and  the  uproar  of  the  town,  the  ringing  of 
bells51,  and  the  exclamations  of  the  priefts  and 
monks,  increafed  the  difmay  and  diforder  of  the 
Chriftians.  With  the  lofs  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  the  Arabs  remained  matters  of  the 
field;  and  the  ramparts  of  Bofra,  in  expe&ation 
of  human  or  divine  aid,  were  crowded  with  holy 
erodes  and  confecrated  banners.  The  governor 
Romanus  had  recommended  an  early  fubmiffion : 
defpifed  by  the  people,  and  degraded  from  his 
office,  he  ftill  retained  the  defire  and  opportunity 

J*  The  apoftle  of  a  defcrt  and  an  army  was  obliged  to  allow  this 
ready  fuccedaneum  for  water  (Koran,  c.  iii.  p.  66.  c.  v.  p.  g.?.):  but 
the  Arabian  and  Perfian  cafui ft s  have  embarrafled  hi>  tree  permit- 
(km  with  many  niceties  and  diftin&ions  (Reland  de  Relig.  Moham- 
med. 1. 1.  p.  Sa,  83.    Chardin,  Voyages  tn  Perfe,  torn.  iv.). 

J«  Tbebclh  rung!  Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  38.  Yet  I  much  doubt  whe-. 
tfcer  thit  cxpreflion  can  be  juftified  by  the  text  <f  AI  Wakidi,  or  the 
practice  of  the  times.  Ad  Graces,  fays  the  learned  Dncaiige(G)o!hr. 
mcd.  et  infim.  Grsecitat.  torn.  i.  p.  774),  campanarum  u  us  ferns 
tranfit  et  etiam  nam  rariffimus  eft.  The  oldeft  example  which  \.t 
can  find  in  the  Byzantine  writers  is  of  the  year  1040;  but  the  Ve- 
netians pretend,  that  they  introduced  bells  at  Constantinople  in  the 
i*<h  century. 

of 
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of .«Qratg&; ,.;b  ^np#w»I interview,  I*c Informed  c  «  ± pr 
the^fttuy^of  a  j^ertanequs  pafiagp  from  hi? 
hwf£fljmdtf  tfre .  wall,  of  th*.  city j  the  fon  of  the 
caKpfo  iipth.411  fciuufred  volunteers,  mvt  conunit- 
ted  .to.  jhe  feitji  of  this  new  alljv  «p$itl}eir  fue- 
ccfsfui  intrepidity  gave  an  eafy  entrarjc^  to  their 
CQmpaniflW-     Aftei  .Caled  had  impofed  t)ie  ternjip 
of  Jferyimde  3n$l  tribute*  the  apoftate  pr:  corjvert 
avowed,  la  the  afljsmjbly  of  the  people  his  merito- 
rious^ t^pafon.    ' "  I  renounce  your  fociety,"  faid 
Romanus,  "  both  in  this  world,  and  the  world  to 
"  come,/  .And  I  deny  hirn  that  was  crucified,  and 
"  whofoeyer   worfliips  ;  him.     And  I ,  chufe  God 
"  for  my  JLprd,  lflara  for  my  faith,   Mecca  for 
"  my  terpple,  the  Moflews  for  my  brethren,  and 
"  Mahomet  for  my  prophet  j  who  w;as  fent  to  lejd^ 
"  us.  into  the  right  way,  and  to  exalt  the  true  re- 
"  ligion  in  fpite  of  thofe  who  join  partners  witfy 

«    God,"     ; 

The  conqujeft  of  $ofra,  four  days  journey  frorj{  Siege  of 
I^tm^us s?,  encouraged  the  Arabs  to  befie^e  the>  A.™*!™.* 
ancient  capital  of  Syria  "•     At  fome  dirtance  from 
the  walls,  they  encamped  among  the  groves  and 

5*  Daroafcu*  is  amply  defcribed  by  the  Sherif  al  Edrffi  (Geograph. 
Nub.  p.  1 1 6,  lit?.);  and  his  tranflator,  Sionita  (Appendir,  c.4*)^ 
Abulfeda  (Tabula  Syriac,  p.  loo.);  Schultens  (Index.  Geograph.* 
ad  Vit.  Saladin.);  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  191.);  Therenot, 
Voyage  du  Levant  (part  i.  p.  688—698.) 5  Maundrell  (Journey  frOnrn 
Aleppo  to  Jenifalem,  p.  im— 1.30.);  andPocock  (Defcrlption  of 
theEaft,  vol  li.  p.  117-^1*70-  x'-   <:  *»  " 

n -Nobiirifima  civkas,  fays  Juftin.    According  to  thelQrirtttii 

traditions,  it  wag  older  than  Abraham  or  8emitamis.    jofeph.Afer: 

tiq.  jud.  1.  i  c.  6,  7.  p.  24.  »9".  edit.:HaveTcilBp.  jtiftin*  xtxvi*  a.    ;. 

.  •         .  »     •:   ,  .    t   -* 

Vol.  IX.  C  c  '     fountain*  « 
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chap,  fountains  of  that  delicious  territory  s*,  and  the  ufual 
\_  _,  ji  option  of  the  Mahometan  faith,  of  tribute,  or  of 
war,  was  propofed  to  the  refolute  citizens,  who  had 
been  lately  ftrengthened  by  a  reinforcement  of  five 
thoufand  Greeks.  In  the  decline  as  in  the  infancy 
of  the  military  art,  an  hoftile  defiance  was  fre- 
quently offered  and  accepted  by  the  generals  them- 
felvess$:  many  a  lance  was  fliivered  in  the  plain 
of  Damafcus,  and  the  perfonal  prowefs  of  Caled 
was  fignalized  in  the  firft  (ally  of  the  befieged. 
After  an  obftinate  combat,  he  had  overthrown  and 
made  prifoner  one  of  the  Chriftian  leaders,  a  ftout 
and  worthy  antagonist.  He  inftantly  mounted  a 
frefh  horfe,  the  gift  of  the  governor  of  Palmyra, 
and  puflied  forwards  to  the  front  of  the  battle. 
"  Repofe  yourfclf  for  a  moment,"  faid  his  friend 
Derar,  "  and  permit  me  to  fupply  your  place : 
<c  you  are  fatigued  with  fighting  with  this  dog." 
"  O  Derar!"  replied  the  indefatigable  Saracen, 
"  we  fliall  reft  in  the  world  to  come.  He  that  la- 
iC  bours  to-day,  fhall  reft  to-morrow/*     With  the 

*+  E^si  yap  Oifi.cn  Tnr  A»o;  voXu  atadw,  xax  Tr<  *£»*;  »w**m  o^6a?  - 
^o>,  Ti}»  it  fat  *a»  (ttyim  AxfMta'Kot  )*yi  >  r»if  ti  aAXotf  rvpnrma  i»  *»*»  Uf*» 
*»AAji,  *«i  n*ir  (JuytQu.  nan  Vfvt  ivKsttfictxai  mryvi  *yKoiia.  k*i  rm* 
put  arAiSii,  *«»  yw  tvpofict  «*«*rjut  &c.  Julia  A.  epift.  xxiv.  p.  391. 
Thefe  fplendid  epithets  are  occafioned  by  the  figs  of  Damafcus*  of 
which  the  author  fends  an  hundred  to  his  friend  Serapion,  and  this 
rhetorical  theme  is  inferted  by  Petavius,  Spanheim,  &c.  (p.  390— 
396-)  among  the  genuine  epiftles  of  Julian.  How  could  they  over- 
look that  the  writer  is  an  inhabitant  of  Damafcus  (he  thrice  affirm*, 
that  this  peculiar  tig  grows  only  v«f»  ifUt)9  a  city  which  Julian 
never  entered  or  approached  f 

ss  Voltaire,  whocaftsa  keen  and  lively  glance  over  the  furiacc  of 
hiftory,  has  been  (truck  with  the  refemblance  of  the  firft  Modems! 
and  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad ;  the  fiege  of  Troy  and  that  of  Danafcus 
(Hid,  Generate,  torn.  i.  p.  34s.)* 

feme 
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fame  unabated  ardour,  Caled  anfwered,  encountered  c  **  a  Pt 
and  vanquifhed  a  fecond  champion  ;  and  the  heads 
of  his  two  captives  who  refufed  to  abandon  their 
religion  were  indignantly  hurled  into  the  midft  of 
the  city.  The  event  of  fome  general  and  partial 
attions  reduced  the  Damafcenes  to  a  clofer  de- 
fence :  but  a  meflenger  whom  they  dropt  from  the 
walls,  returned  with  the  promife  of  fpeedy  and 
powerful  fuccour,  and  their  tumultuous  joy  con- 
veyed the  intelligence  to  the  camp .  of  the  Arabs. 
After  fome  debate  it  was  refolved  by  the  generals 
to  raife,  or  rather  to  fufpend,  the  fiege  of  Damafcus, 
till  they  had  given  battle  to  the  forces  of  the  em- 
peror. In  the  retreat,  Caled  woujd  have,  chofen 
the  more  perilous  ftation  of  the  rear-guard  j  he 
modeftly  yielded  to  the  wifhes  of  Abu  Obeidah. 
But  in  the  hour  of  danger  he  flew  to  the  refcue  of 
his  companion,  who  was .  rudely  preffed  by  a  fally 
of  fix  thoufand  horfe  and  ten  thoufand  foot,  and 
few  among  the  Chriftians  could  relate  at  Damascus 
the  circumftances  of  their  defeat.  The  importance 
of  the  conteft  required  the  jun&ion  of  the  Saracens 
who  were  difperfed  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria  and 
Paleftine  ;  and  I  fliall  tranfcribe  one  of  the  circu- 
lar mandates  which  was  addreffed  to  Amrou  the 
future  conqueror  of  Egypt.  "  In  the  name  of  the 
**  mod  merciful  God:  from  Caled  to  Amrou, 
"  health  and  happinefs.  Know  that  thy  brethren 
"  the  Modems  defign  to  march  to  Aizhadin, 
<c  where  there  is  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand 
"  Greeks,  who  purpofe  to  come  againft  us,  that  they 
"  may  extinguijh  the  light  of  God  with  their  mouths  j 
<4  but  God  preferueth  his  light  in  fpite  of  the  inr 
Cca%\  "Jidels. 
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cc  fidels $6.  As  foon  therefore  is  tKs  Itittt  of  mine 
**  fliall  be  delivered  to  thy  hands,  come  with 
"  thofc  that  are  with  thee  to  Aiznadin,  where 
"  thou  flialt  find  us  if  it  pleafe  the  rnoft  high 
*  God."  The  fummons  were  cheerfully  obeyed, 
and  the  forty-five  thoufand  Modems  who  met  on 
{he  fame  day,  on  the  fame  fpot,  afcribed  to  the 
bleffing  of  providence  the  effe&fc  of  their  afitivity 
and  zeal. 
Battle  of  About  four  years  after  the  triumphs  of  the  Per- 
Aiznadin,  flan  war,  the  repofe  of  Heraclius  and  the  empire 
July  j|.J3f  Was  again  difturbed  by  a  new  enemy,  the  power  of 
whofe  religion  was  more  ftrongty  felt  than  it  was 
clearly  underftood  by  the  Chriftiarrs  of  kheEaft.  In 
his  palace  of  Conftantinople  or  Antioch,  he  was 
Awakened  by  the  invafion  of  Syria,  the  lofs  of  Bofra, 
and  the  danger  of  Damafcus.  An  krmy  of  feventy 
fhoufand  veterans,  or  new  levies,  was  aflerhbled 
at  Hems  or  Emefa,  under  the  command  of  his 
general  Werdan*7;  and  thefe  troops,  confifKng 
chiefly  of  caValry,  might  be  irtdifferefttly  ftyled 
either  Syrians,  or  Greeks,  or  Romans:  Syrians, 
from  the  place  of  their  birth  or  warfare  j  Greeks  y 

»•  Thefe  Words  are  the  te*t  of  the  Koran,  c.  ix.  $%.  bri.  S.  Ltke 

.  our  fanatics  of  the  laft  century,  the  Moflcms,  on  every  familiar  or 

important  occaflon,  fpbke  the' language  of  their  fcriptures*  a  ftyle 

more  natural  in  their  months,  than  the  Hebrew  idiom  transplanted 

into  the  climate  and  dialect  of  Britain. 

5*  Tne  name  of  Werdan  is  unknown  to  TheopTianes,  and,  though 
it  night  belong  to  an  Armenian  chief,  has  very  little  ofa'Qreck 
alpe&  or  found.  If  the.  Byzantine  hiftorians  babe  mangled  the 
•riental  names,  the  Arabs,  in  this  inftance,  likewife  have  taken 
ample  revenge  on  their  enemies.  !fn  tranfyofing  the  Greek  d&aracter 
from  right  tc*  left,  might  they  not  produce,  from  the  familiar 
appellation  of  J^r#w,/omething  like  the  anagram  Werdan? 

%\  from 
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firom  the  religion  and  language  of  their  fovgreign;> c  HA  p. 
and  JlomaW)  frpm  the  proud  appellation  .^hich 
was  ftill  profaned  by  the  fucceffors  of  Gbqftantirte*. 
On  the  plain  of  ^Vi^nadin,  a*  Werdan  rojie  on  % 
white  mule,  decorated  with  gold  chains,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  enfigns  and  ftandards,"he  was  furr 
pnfed  by  the  near  approach  of  a  fierce  and  naked 
warrior, .  who  had  undertaken  to  view  the  ftate  of 
the  enemy.     The  adventurous  valour  of  Derar  was 
infjjjred,  and  has  perhaps  been   adorned,  by  the 
enthqfiafm  of  his  age  and  country.     The  hatred  of 
the  .Chi;iftians,    the  love  of  fpoil,  sind  the  ,cqn- 
tempt  of  danger,  jvere  the  ruling  paffions  of  the 
audacious  Saracen ;    and  tjie  profpedl  of  inftaitf 
death  could  neyer.fhake  his  religious  confidence, 
or  ruffle  the  .caUonefs  of  his  refolutipn,  or  ev?ji 
fufpend  the  rank  and  martial  pleafantry  of  h|g 
humour*    In  the  moft  .hopdefs  cnterprifes,  he  w^g 
bold,  and  prudent,  and  fortunate :  after  innumerable 
hazards*  after, beipg  thrice  a  prifoner  in  the  hands 
of  the  infidels,  he  ftill  Survived  to  relate  .{he  at- 
chievements,  and  to  enjoy  the  reward?,   of  the 
Syrian  coji^yeit.     On  this  occafion,  his  fingle  lance 
n^ntaiqed  a  ilying  fight  againft  thirty  Romans, 
who,  were  detached  by  .Werdan  j  and  after  killing 
or,  unhorfing  feventeen  of .  their  number,  Derar  re- 
turned, in  fafety  to  lus  applauding  brethren.   Whgn 
.his  raihnefs twas  mildly  cenfured  by  the, general,  Jje 
excufed .  himjelf  with  the  Simplicity  of  a  foldier, 
"•  ^fay,"  {aid  De^ar,  "  I. did  not  begin  firft:  byt 
u  they  sarnie  out  to  take  me,  and  I  was  afrajd 
46  that  God  Ihould  fee  me  turn  my  ba?k :   and 
««  jacjeed.  I  fought  in  good  earneft,  and  without 

Cc3  "  doubt 
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u  doubt  God  aflifted  me  againft  them ;  and  had  I 
not  been  apprehenfive  of  difobeying  your  or- 
"  ders,  I  fhould  not  have  come  away  as  I  did; 
•*  and  I  perceive  already  that  they  will  fall  into 
a  pur  hands."    In  the  prefence  of  both  armies,  a 
yenerable  Greek  advanced  from  the  ranks  with  a 
liberal  offer  of  peace ;   and  the  departure  of  the 
Saracens  would  have  been  purchafed  by  a  gift  to 
each  foldier,  of  a  turban,  .a  robe,  and  a  piece  of 
gold ;    ten  robes,  and  an  hundred  pieces  to  their 
leader  ;  one  hundred  robes,  and  a  thoufand  pieces 
to   the  caliph.     A  fmile  of  indignatipn  expreffed 
the  refufal  of  Caled.     "  Ye  Chriftian  dogs,  you 
"  know  your  option :  the  kpran,   the  tribute,  or 
*'  the  fvvord.     We  are  a  people  whofe  delight  is 
"•'.in  wat,  rather  than  in  peace;  and  we  defpife 
'"  your  'pitiful    alms,    finge  we   (hall  be  fpeedily 
"  matters  of  your  wealth,  your  families,  and  your 
c:  perfons."      Notwithftanding  this  apparent  dif- 
dain,  he  was  deeply  confcious  of  the  public  dan- 
*ger :  thofe  who  had  been  in  Perfia,  and  had  feen  the 
armies  of   Chofroes,  confefled  that  they  never  be- 
held a  more  formidable  jirray.     From  the  fuperi- 
•  ority  of  the.  enemy,  the  artful  Saracen  derived  a 
frefh  iacentive  of  courage  :  "  You  fee  before  you," 
"  faid  Jie,    "  the  united  force  of  the  Romans,  you 
"cannot  hope  to  efcape,  but  you  may  conquer 
"  Syria  in  a  fingle  day.     The  event  depends  on 
".  your  difcipline   and   patience.      Referve   your- 
" "  felves  till  the  evening.     It  was  £n  the  evening 
cc  that  thp  prophet  was  accuftomed  tp  vanquifh." 
During  two  fucceflive  engagements,  his  temperate 
firmnefs  fuftaincd  the  darts  of  the  enemv,  and  the 
V  murmurs 
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murmurs  of  his  ttoops.      At  length,  when  the  c  HL£  p' 
fpirits'and  quivers  of  the  adverfe  line  were  almoft  v^.-y— * 
cxhaufted,  Caled:  gave  the  fignal  of  ohfet  and  vie- 
tory.     The  remains  of  the  Imperial  army  fled  to 
Antioch,  or  Csefarea,  or  Damafcus ;  and  the  death 
of  four  hundred  and  feventy  Moflems  was  com- 
penftted  by  the  opinion  that  they  had  fent  to  hell 
above  fifty  thoufand  of  the  infidels.    The  fpoil  was 
ineftimable ;  many  banners  and  crones  of  gold  and 
filver,  precious  ftones,  filver  and  gold  chains,  and 
innumerable  fuits  of  the  richeft  armour  and  ap- 
parel. •  The  general    distribution   was  poftponed 
till  Damafcus  Jhould  be  taken  •  but  the  feafonable 
fuppiy  of  arms  became  the   inftrument  of  new 
viftories.     The  glorious  intelligence  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  ";the  throne  of  the  caliph,  and  the  Arabian 
tribes,  the  coldeft  or  moft  hoftile  to  the  prophet's 
miffion,  were  eager  and  importunate  to  fhare  the 

harveft  of  Syria. 

The  fad  tidines  were  carried  to  Damafcus  by  the  TheArab. 

iut""  o  ,      .   ,    ,. ,         return  to 

fpeed  of  grief  and  terror ;  and  the  inhabitants  be-  Damafcu,. 
held  from  their  walls  the  return  of  the  heroes  of 
Aiznadin.  Amrou  led  the  van  at  the  head  of  nine 
thoufand  horfe:  the  bands  of  the  Saracens  fu<j- 
ceeded  each  other  in  formidable  review  ;.  and  the 
rear  was  clofed  by  Caled  in  perfon,  with,  the  ft*n- 
dard  of  the  black  eagle;  To  the  a&vjty  of  Derar 
he  entrufted  the  commiffion  of  patrolUng  round  the 
city  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  of  fcouring  the  plain, 
and  of  intercepting  all  fucqour  or  intelligence. 
The  reft  of  the  Arabian  chiefs  were  fixed  in  their 
refpeftive  ftations  before  the  feven  gates  of  Da- 
Cc4  mafcusj 
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mafcus ;  and  the  fiege  was  renewed  with  freflt  *fc 
gour  and  confidence.  The  art,  the  labour,  the 
military  engines,  of  the  Greeks  and  Rotoara  are 
feldom  to  be  found  in  the  Ample,  though  fucedfc. 
ful,  operations  of  the  Saracens :  it  "was  fuffident 
for  them  to  inveft  a  city  with  arms,  rather  thaa 
with  trenches  ;  to  repel  the  fallies  of  the  befieged; 
to  attempt  a  ftratagem  or  an  aflault ;  or  to  expeft 
the  progrefs  of  famine  and  difcontent.  Damafcus 
Would  have  acquiefced  in  the  trial  of  Aiznadin,  as 
a  final  and  peremptory  feiitehce  between  the  em- 
peror and  the  caliph)  her  courage  was  rekindled 
by  the  example  and  authority  of  Thomas,  a  noble 
Greek,  iUuftrious  in  a  private  condition  by  the  alli- 
ance of  Heraclius  **•  The  tumult  and  illumination 
of  the  night  proclaimed  the  defign  of  the  morning 
fally;  and  the  Chriflian  hero,  who  affe&ed  to 
defpife  the  enthufiafra  of  the  Arabs,  employed  the 
refourcc  of  a  fimilar  fuperftition,  .  At  the  principal 
gate,  in  the  fight  of  both  armies,  a  lofty  crucifix 
was  ere&ed ;  the  bifhop,  with  his  clergy,  accom- 
panied the  march,  and  laid  the  volume  of  the  Jtfew 
Teftament  before  the  image  of  Jefus;  and  the 
contending  parties  were  fcandalifed  or  tdified  by  a 
prayer,  that  ihe  Sbh  of  Gbd  would  defend  his  fer- 
vants  and  vindicate  his  tnith.  The  battle  raged 
with     inedfont    fury*    ?md    the     dexterity    of 

s»  Vanity  prompted  the  Arabs  to  believe,  that  Thomas  was  the  fon- 
in-law  of  the  emperor.  \Ve  know  the  children  of  Heradius  by  bis 
two  wives  i  and  his  auguft  daughter  would  not  hare  married  in 
exile  at  Pamafcus  (fee  Dutiange,  Fam,  Byzantia  p.  118,  xx$.).  Had 
he  been  left,  religious,  I  might  only  fufpeel  the  legitimacy  of  the 
flannel, 

Thomas, 
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Thofnas w,  an  incomparable  arcl^n,  was  fatal  to  CHAP, 
the  boldeft  Saracens,,  till  thejr  deai^was  revenged 
by  a  femile  heroine*  The  wife  of  ;4ban,  -who  had 
followed*  him  -to.  the -holy  war,  ;erabraced  her  exr 
piling  hufband.  "  Happy,"  .  faid  fhe,  "  happy 
"  art  thou,  my  dear;  thoy  art  gone  to  thy 
"  Lord  who  firft  joined  us  together,  and  then 
"  parted  us  afander.  I  will  revenge  thy  death, 
c<  and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  to 
cc  come  to  the  place  where  thou*  art,  becaufel  love 
*c  thee. ;  Henceforth  fhall  no  man  ever  touch  me 
"  more,  for  I  have  dedicated  myfelf  to  the  fcrvice 
"  of  God."  Without  a  groan,  without  a  tear, 
fhe  wafhed  the  corpfe  of  her  hufband,  and  buried 
him  with  the  ufual  rites.  Then  grafping  .the  manly 
weapons,  which  in  her  native  land  fhe  was  ac- 
cuflomed  to  wield,  the  intrepid  widow  of  Aban 
fought  the  place  where  his  ^murderer  fought  in 
the  ithickeft  of  the  battle.  Her  firft  arrow  pierced 
the  hand  of  his  ftandard-bearer ;  her  fecond 
wounded  Thomas  in  the  eye;  and  the  fainting 
Chriftians  no.  longer  beheld  their  enfign  or  their 
leader.  Yet  the  generous  champion  of  Damafcus 
relufed  to  withdraw  to  his. palace:  his  wound  was 
dreffed  on  the  rampart ;  the  fight  was  continued 
till  the  evening ;  and  the  Syrians  refted  on  their 
arms.  In  the  filence  of  the  night,  the  fignal  was 
given  by  a  ftroke  on  the  great  bell ;  the  gates 
were  thrown  open,  and  each  gate  difcharged  an 
impetuous  column  on  the  fleeping  camp  of  the 

59  AhVakMi  (Ockley,  p.  ioi.>  fays, «  with poifdp«J  arrows •,"  but 
this  ftvage  invention  is  To  rtpygnant  to  the  pradtce  of  the  Creeks 
and  Romans,  that  I  muft  fufpett,  on  this  occafion,  the  malevolent 
ffcdulitytof  the  Saracens, 

Seraccas, 
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C  liA  P'  Saracens.  Caled  was  the  firft  in  arms;  at  the  head 
u.^!.-*  of  four  hundred  horfe  he  flew  to  the  poft  of  danger, 
and  the  tears  trickled  down  his  iron  cheeks,  as  he 
Uttered  a  fervent  ejaculation;  "  O  God !  who  never 
u  fleepeft,  look  upon  thy  fervants,  and  do  not 
46  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies." 
The  valour  and  viftory  of  Thomas  were  arrefted 
by  the  prefence  of  the  fword  of  God\  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  peril,  the1  Moflems  recovered 
their  ranks,  and  charged  the  affailants  in  the  flank 
and  rear.  After  the  lofs  of  thoufands,  the  Chriftian 
general  retreated  with  a  figh  of  defpair,  and  the 
purfuit  of  the  Saracens  was  checked  by  the  military 

i  engines  of  the  rampart. 

I  Thecityii  \    After  a  fiecrc  of  feventy  days60,  the  patience, 

|  taken  by  ,  .  b,  .-    J  r    J      t\         r 

!  ftormand    and  perhaps  the  provifions,  or  the  JJamalcenes 

'  SIIaId.  werc  exhaufted;  and  the  braveft  of  their  chiefe 

634.'  fubmitted  to  the  hard  dilates  of  neceflity.  In 
the  occurrences  of  peace  and  war,  they  had  been 
taught  to  dread  the  fiercenefs  of  Caled,  and  to  re- 
vere the  mild  virtues  of  Abu  Obeidah.  At  the 
hour  of  midnight,  one  hundred  chofen  deputies  of 
the  clergy  and  people  were  introduced  to  the  tent 
of  that  venerable  commander.    He  received  and 

•  *•  Abulfeda  allows  only  feventy  days  for  the  fiege  of  Damafcus 
(Annal.  Moflem,  p.  67.  vcrf.  Rcilkc)  $  but  Elmacin,  who  mentions 
this  opinion,  prolongs  the  term  to  fix  months,  and  notices  the 
»fe  ofbalift*  by  the  Saracens  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  45.  3*->  Ev«i  this 
longer  period  is  inefficient  to  fill  the  interval  between  the  battle  of 
Aii.nadin(July,  A.D.  63  3)  and  the  accefflon  of  Omar  (14  July,  A.  D. 
634),  to  whofc  reign  the  conqoeft  of  Damafcus  is  unanimoufly  a- 
feribed  (Al Wakidi,  apudOckley,  voki.  p  "$•  Abulpharagius,Dy- 
naft.  p  1 1*.  verf-Pocock).  Perhaps,  as  in  the  Trojan  war,  the  ope- 
rations were  interrupted  by  excur^ons  and  detachments,  till  the 

*  laft  feventy  days  of  the  JBege,     . 

2t  difmiflW 
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difmifled  them  with  courtefy.  They  returned  with 
a  written  agreement,  on  the  faith  of  a  companion 
of  Mahomet,  that  all  hostilities  fhould  ceafe; 
that  the  voluntary  emigrants  might  depart  in  fafety, 
with  as  much  as-  they  coulcl  Carry  away  of  their 
effe&s ;  sffid  that  the  tributary  fubjedts  of  the  caKph 
tfrould  enjoy  their  lands  and  hoiifesj  with  the 
ufe  and  pofleflion  of  feven  churches.  .  Oh  thefe 
terms,  the  moft  refpe&able  hoftages,  and  the  gai$ 
neareft  to  his  camp,  were  delivered  into  his  hands : 
his  foldiers  imitated  the  moderation  of  their  chief; 
and  he  enjoyed  the  fubmiffive  gratitude  of  a  people 
whom  he  had  refcued  from  deftru&ion.  But  the 
fuccefs  of  the  treaty  had  relaxed  their  vigilance, 
and  in  the  fame  moment  the  oppofite  quarter  of 
the  city  was  betrayed  and  taken  by  affault.  A 
party  of  an  hundred  Arabs  had  opened  the  efcftem 
gate  to  a  more  inexorable  foe,  **  No  quarter,'* 
cried  the  rapacious  and  fanguinary  Caled,  u  no 
'**  quarter  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord :"  his  trumpets 
founded,  and  a  torrent  of  Chriftian  blood  was 
poured  down  the  ftreets  of  Damafcus.  When  he 
reached  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  he  was  aftonifhed 
&nd  provoked  by  the  peaceful  afpe&  of  his  com- 
panions :  thete  fwords  were  in  the  fcabbard,  and, 
they  were  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  priefh,  and 
monks.  Abu  Obeidah  faluted  the  general; 
"  God,"  faid  he,  "  has  delivered  the  city  into  my 
--*  hands  by  way  of  fuirendef,  and  has  faved  the 
•  **  believers  the  trouble  of  fighting/'  "  And  am, 
" /not,"  replied  the  indignant  Caled,  a  am  J 
"  not  the  lieutenant  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
f '  ful  ?  Have  I  not  taken  the  city  by  ftorm  ?  The 

"  linbe- 
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C  HA  p.  u  unbcKcvers  fliall  perijh.by  the  fword.    Fall  on.** 
The  hungry  and  cruel  Arabs  would  have  obeyed 
the  welcome  command :  and  Dam^cus  was  loft,  if 
.the  benevolence  of  Abu  Obeidah  bad  not  been  fup- 
ported  by  a  decent  and  dignified  firmnefe.    Dhrow- 
ing  himfelf  between  the  trembling  dtisens  and  the 
irioft  eager  of  the  Barbarians,  -be  adjwed,them  by 
the  holy  name  of  God>  to  refped  his  promife,  to 
fufpend  their  fury,  and  to  wait  the  determination 
of  their  chiefs.    The  chiefs  retired  into  the  church 
of  St,  Mary ;  and  after  a  vehement  debate,  Caled 
Submitted  in  fome  m^afure  to  the  reafon  and  au- 
thority of.  his  colleague;  who  urged  the  fan&ty 
of  a  covenant,  the  advantage  as  well  as  the  honour 
which  the  Moflems  would  derive  from  the  punftual 
performance  of  their  word,  and  the  obftinate  refift- 
ance  which  they  nxuft  encounter  from>t)ie  dtflruft 
and  defpair  of  the  reft  of  the  Syrian  qkie$.    ;It  was 
agreed  that  the  fword  fhould  be  fl*eath*d,  th*t  the 
•part  of  Damafcus  which  had  furrendered  to  Abu 
•  Obeidah, .  fhould  be^'mmediately  stifled  %o  $he  be- 
nefit of  his  capitulation,  and  that  the  final  decifiop 
i  fhould  be  referred  to  the  juftice.and  wifdom  of  the 
•caliph 6i.    A  large  majority  of  the  people  *<x^tql 
Jthe  «tems  of  toleration  and  tribute;  and  t)anjaf- 
cus  ft  ftfll  peopled. by  twenty  thoufeid  CJhrftians. 
;Jtot  die  valiant  Thjomas,  and,  the  Jree-bprft  'pa- 
triots* who  had  fought  under  his  b*im*r,  eo^ced 
-the, alternative  of  poverty  and  ,e*ile.    In.  tjhe  adja* 
i«entiiieadow?  a  numerQus^gBHppineptjV^^onn- 

*r  ft  appmsfroih  Abutted*  (p.  1*5.)  andElipacin  (p.  ?a.^that 
-this  AftuiftiDB  of  the  Iwq  parjsjjf  Paflaafcu*,wfta  j^ng  remcmjbertd, 
though  no^alwajra  rifled,, by  tie  Mahonjetaii  fo*ere%n«.  §cc 
Ufctwifejfutychius'  (Anna!,  torn.  ii.  p.  37 ja  380,  jljO-1  "    '  ' 

ed 
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fed  of  pricfts  and  liymen,  of  folders  and  citlgeiisy  c  ^  ^  p« 
of  women  and  children :  they  colle&ed,  with  hafte  i-,*.-j 
and  terror,  their  moil  precious  moveables  j  and 
abandoned,  with  loud  lamentations  or  fileiit  an- 
guifli,  their  native  homes,  and  the  pleafant  banks 
of  the  Phatphar.  The  inflexible  foul  of  Caled 
vas  not  touched  by  the  fpe&aele  of  their  diftrefs : 
he  (fifputed  with  the  Eiamafcents  the  property  of  a 
magazine  of  corn ;  endeavoured  to  exclude  the 
garrifoh  from  the  benefit  of  the  trfeaty ;  confent- 
ed,  with  reluctance,  that  each  of  the  fugitives  fhould 
^trm  himfelf  with  a  fword*  or  a  lance,  or  a  bow; 
lafad  fterrily  dteclafed,  that,  after  &  refpite  of  three 
days,  they  trtight  be  purfued  and  treated  as  the 
enemies  of  the-  Moflems. 

The  paffion  of  a  Syrian  youth  Completed  the  Purfuit  of 
*uin  of  tie  fcriles  of  Damafcus.  ,  A  nobteraan.of  ^^ 
the  city*  bf  the  name  oi  Jonas6*,  was  betrothed 
to  a  wealthy  m^^n}.  but  her  parents  delayed  the 
confaihmitioft  0f  His  nuptials,  ind  their  daughter 
was  peHiiadfed-  to  fefcape  with  the  man  whom  the  - 
had  chofen.     They  corrupted  the  nightly  watch- 
men of  the  gate  Keifan :  the  lover,  who  led  the 
Wfcy*  ;tta$  fcnctfmpaffed  by  a  fqutfdron  of  Arabs : 
-but  hi*  exclamation  in  the  Greek  tongue,  "  the 

**  On  the  fete  of  thefe  lovers,  whom  he  names  PKocyaa  aricMSudo- 
cia,  Mr.  Hughes  has'  'built  the  liege  of  Damafcu?,  one  of  «ur  ih'Oft 
-popular  tragedies,  aid  which  poflefies  the  rare  merit  of  Wending  na- 
ture ap4  hiftpfy,  the  .mantaers  of  the  times  and  the  feelings  of  the 
heart.  The  fool  (h -delicacyof  the  players  compelled  him  to  (often 
the  guilt  of  the  hero  aid  the  defpairof  die  heroine.  Infcead  ofr  a 
bfefe  reriegado,  Hiocyas  ferves  the  "Arabs  as  an  honourable  ally ;  in- 
.ftead  of  prdmptihg  their  purfuit,  he  flies  to  the  fuccour  of  his  coun* 
.toymen,  and  after  killing  Caled  and  Derar,  is  Wmfelf  mortally 
wounded,  smd  talptreA  in  the  pretence  of  Eudocia,  wfcoiirofeflFe&^er 
rcTofUtioa  to  take  the  veil  at  Conftantinople.    A  frigid  cataftrophc ! 

«  bird 
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C  *ll  ?*  U  bird    is    taken>"    admonilhed    his    miftrefc  to 
hafter  her  return.     In  the  prefence  of  Caled,  and 
of  death,  the  unfortunate  Jonas  profeffed  his  be- 
lief  in  one  God,  and  his  apoftle  Mahomet  j  and 
continued,  till   the  feafon  of  his   martyrdom,  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  a  brave  and  fincere  Muful- 
man.     When  the  city  was  taken,  he  flew  to  the 
monastery,  where  Eudocia  had  taken  refuge  5  but 
the  tover  was  forgotten  \  the  apoftate  was  fcorned  j 
ihe  preferred  her  religion  to  her  country ;  and  the 
juftice  of  Caled,  though  deaf  to  mercy,  refufed  to 
detain  by  force  a  male  or  female  inhabitant  of  Da^ 
mafcus.     Four  days  was  the  general  confined  to 
the  city  by  the  obligation  of  the  treaty,  and  thf 
urgent  cares  of  his  new  conqueft.     His  appetitp 
for  blood  and  rapine  would  have  been  extingui/hed 
by  the  hopelcfs  computation  of  time  and  diftance; 
but  he  liftened  to  the  importunities  of  Jonas*  who 
allured  him  that  the  weary  .fugitives  might  yet  be 
overtaken.     At  the  head  of  four  thoufand  horfe, 
in  the  difguife  of  Chriftian  Arabs,    Caled  under- 
took the  purfuit.     They  halted  only  for  the  mo- 
ments  of  prayer ;    and  the  guide  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  country.     For  a  long  way  the 
footfleps  of  the  Damafcenes  were  plain  and  cpij- 
Jpicuous :  they  vaniflied  on  a  fudden ;  but  the  Sa- 
racens, were  comforted  by  the  affurance  that  the  ca- 
ravan had  turned  afide  into  the  mountains,   and 
mult  fpeedily  fall  into  their  hands.     In  traverfing 
the  ridges  of  the  Libanus,  they,  endured  intolerable 
hardfhip*,  and  the  finking  fpirits  of  the  veteran 
fanatics  were  fupported  and  cheered  by  the  uncon- 
querable ardour  of  a  lover.    From  a  peafant  of  the 

country, 
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country,  they  were  informed  that  the  emperor  hid 
fent  orders  to  the  colony  of  exiles^  to  purfue  with- 
out delay  the  road  of  the  fea*coaft,  and  of  Con? 
ftantinople;  apprehenfive,  perhaps,  that  the  fo}« 
diers  and  people  of  Antioch  might  be  difcouraged 
by  the  fight  and  the  ftory  of  their  fufferinga. .  The 
Saracens  were  conducted  through  the  territories  of 
Gabala  *'  and  Laodicea,  at  a  cautious  diftance  from 
the  walls  of  the  cities  ;  the  rain  was,  inceffant,  the 
night  was  dark,  a  fingle  mountain  feparated  them 
from  the  Roman  army;  and  Caled,  ever  anxious 
for  the  fafety  of  his  brethren,  whifppred  jn  ominous 
dream  in  the  ear  of  his  companion.  With  the 
dawn  of  day,  theprofpe&  again  cleared,  and  they 
law  before  them,  in  a  plea&nt  valley,  the  tente  of 
Damafcus.  After  a  fhort  interval  of  rfepofe  and 
prayer,  Caled  divided  his  cavalry  into  four  fquaf- 
drons,  committing  the  firft  to  his  faithful  ^erar* 
and  referving  the  laft  for  himfelf.  They  fucceffive- 
Jy  rufhed  on  the  promifcuous:  multitude,  infijffici- 
ently  provided  with  arms,  and  already  vanquished 
by  forrow  and  fatigue.  Except  a  captive  who.  w«$ 
pardoned  and  difmifled,  the  Arabs  enjoyed  Uj^ 
fatisfa&ion  of  believing  that  not  a  Chriftiau  of  eif  her 
fex  efcaped  the  edge  of  their  fcymetars.  The^goW 
and  filver  of  Damafcus  was  Scattered  over  tfoe 
camp,  and  a  royal  wardrobe  of  three,  hundred  lc#4 

«:  The  towns  of  Gabala  and  Liodicca,  which  the  Arabs  parted, 
ttUl  exiftiu  a  ftate  of  decay  (Maundrell,  p.  «i,  12.  Pocock,  vol.  ii, 
p- 13 . ) •  Had  not  the  C hriftians  been  overtaken ,  they  mu  ft  have  crofled 
the  Orontes  on  fome  bridge  in  the  fixtecn  miles.between  Antioch 
and  the  fea,and  might  have  rejoined  the  highroad  ofConftantinople 
at  Alexandria/  The  itineraries  will  reprefent  the  directions  an4 
*ftanccs  (p.  ,46.  t4S.  j&i,  58*.  edit.  WcflTcling).  •   * 

of 
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c  HL^  p-    of  filk  might  clothe  art  army  of  naked  Barbarians 

^■■y!— >  In  the  tumult  of  die  battle,  Jon^s  fought  and 

j  found  the  objeft  of  his  purfuit  5  but  her  refcntjn^nt 

„  was  inflamed  by  the  laft  a&  of  hi*  perfidy;  and* 

as  Eudocia  ftniggled  in  his  hateful  embraces,  (he 

{truck  a  dagger  to  her  heart.    Another  female,  the 

[  widow  of  Thomas,  and  the  real  or  fuppofed  daughter 

\  of .  Hcraclius,  was  fpared  and  rdeafed  without  a 

\  ranfom :  but  the  generality  of  Caled  was  the  effett 

►  of  his  contempt  j  and  the  haughty  Saracen  infult- 

I  ed9  by  a  meflage  of  defiance,  the  throne   of  the 

Catfars.    Caled  had  penetrated  above  an  hundred 

I  and  fifty -miles  into  die  heart  of  the  Roman  pro- 

I  vince:  he  returned  to  Buna&us  with,  the  fame 

fecrecy  tod  fpeed.      On  the  acceflion  of  .  Omar, 

!  thef&vrd  of  God  was  removed  from  the  command ; 

f  but  the  caliph*  who  blamed  the  xaltnefe,  was  com- 

I  peHed  to  appkud  the  vigour  and  xonduft,  jof  the 

i  ^ntdrprife, 

I  5tir£f         'Another  expedition  of  the  conquesom  of  Da- 

I  *       mafctis  will  equally  dtfplay  their  aridity  and  their 

contempt  for  the  riches  of  the  prdent  world.  They 
Were  informed  that  the  produce  and  maflufafosw 
of  the  country  were  annually  colleded  in:  the  far 
of  Abyia64,  about,  thirty  miles-froin  the  tiff}  that 
the  cell  of  a  devout  *ermk  was  tdfited  at  the  lame 
time  by  a  multitude  of  pilgrims^  and  that  the 
feflival  of  trade  and  fuperftition  would  be  ennobled 

6*  Dalr  Mil  KoJos.  After  retrenching  the  laft  word,  the  epithet, 
boly%  I  difcovcr  the  Abila  of  Lykmas  between  Damifcus  and  Helio- 
polia :  the  name  (^£r/ fignifies  a  ▼ineyard} concurs  with  the  fituation 
to  juftify  my  conjedhire  (Reland,  Paleftii*.  torn.  i.  p.  ^17-  tom.ii. 

by 
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by  the  nuptials  of  the  daughter  of  the  governor  of  chap, 
Tripoli.  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Jaafar,  a  glorious  u^A^ 
and  holy  martyr,  undertook,  with  a  banner  of  five 
hundred  horfe,  the  pious  and  profitable  commiflion 
of  defpoiling  the  infidels.  As  he  approached  the 
fair  of  Abyla,  he  was  aftoniihed  by  the  report  of 
the  mighty  concourfe  of  Jews  and  Chriftians, 
Greeks  and  Armenians,  of  natives  of  Syria  and  of 
ftrangers  of  Egypt,  to  the  number  of  ten  thoufand, 
befides  a  guard  of  five  thoufand  horfe  that  at-* 
tended  the  perfon  of  the  bride.  The  Saracens 
paufed:  "  For  my  own  part,"  faid  Abdallah, 
"  I  dare  not  go  back:  our  foes  are  many,  our 
"  danger  is  great,  but  our  reward  is  fplendid  and 
"  fecure,  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come. 
c<  Let  every  man,  according  to  his  inclination, 
**  advance  or  retire."  Not  a  Mufulman  deferted 
his  ftandard.  "  Lead  the  way,"  faid  Abdallah  to 
his  Chriftian  guide,  "  and  you  fhall  fee  what  the 
"  companions  of  the  prophet  can  perform.,,  They 
charged  in  five  fquadrons;  but  after  the  firft  ad* 
vantage  of  the  furprife  they  were  encompaffed  and 
almoft  overwhelmed  by  the  multitude  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  their  valiant  band  is  fancifully  com- 
pared to  a  white  fpot  in  the  (kin  of  a  black 
camel 6S.  About  the  hour  of  funfet,  when  their 
weapons  dropped  from  their  hands,  when  they 
panted  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  they  difcovered 
an  approaching  cloud  of  duft,  they  heard  the  wel- 

<*  I  am  bolder  than  Mr.  Ockley  (vol.  i.'  p.  iO+OTwho  dares  act 
infertthis  figurative  exprcflion  in  the  text,  though  he  obfenrcs  in  a 
marginal  note,  that  the  Arabians  often  borrow  their  fimiles  from 
that  ufeful  and  familiar  animal.  The  rein  deer  may  be  equally  fa 
mous  in  the  fongs  of  the  Laplanders. 

Vqu  IX,  D  d  come 
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come  found  of  the  tecbir6%  and  they  foon  per- 
ceived the  ftandard  of  Caled,  who  flew  to  their 
relief  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  of  his  cavalry.  The 
Chriftians  were  broken  by  his  attack,  and  flaugh- 
tered  in  their  flight  as  far  as  the  river  of  Trijwli. 
They  left  behind  them  the  various  riches  of  the 
fair ;  the  merchandifes  that  were  expofed  for  fale, 
the  money  that  was  brought  for  purchafe,  the  gay 
decorations  of  the  nuptials,  and  the  governor's 
daughter,  with  forty  of  her  female  attendants. 
The  fruits,  provifions,  and  furniture,  the  money, 
plate,  and  jewels,  were  diligently  laden  on  the 
backs  of  horfes,  aiTes,  and  mules ;  and  the  holy 
robbers  returned  in  triumph  to  Damafcus.  The 
hermit,  after  a  fhort  and  angry  controverfy  with 
Caled,  declined  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and  was 
left  alive  in  the  folitary  fcene  of  blood  and  de- 
vaftation. 
Sfcges  of  Syria 67,  one  of  the  countries  that  have  been 
andEme-  improved  by  the  moil  early  cultivation,  is  not 
a!d.63<.  unworthy  of  the  preference6'.    The  heat  of  the 

climate 

tf  We  heard  the  tecbir  j  fo  the  Arabs  call 

Their  fliout  of  onfet,  when  with  loud  appeal 
They  challenge  heaven,  as  if  demanding  conqueft. 
This  word,  fo  formidable  in  their  holy  wars,  is  a  verb  active  (ftya 
Ockley  in  his  index)  of  the  fecond  conjugation,  from  KMara, 
which  flguifies  faying  Alia  Acbar,  God  is  moft  mighty  ! 

*7  In  the  geography  of  Abulfeda,  the  defcription  of  Syria,  his 
native  country1,  is  the  moft  interesting  and  authentic  portion.  It 
was  published  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  Lipfiae,  1766,  in  quarto,  with 
the  learned  notes  of  Kochler  and  Reiflte,  and  fome  extracts  of  geo- 
graphy and  natural  hiftory  from  Ibn  Ol  Wardii.  Among  the  mo- 
dern travels,  Pocock's  defcription  of  the  Eaft  (of  Syria  and  Me* 
fopotamia,  vol.  ii.  p.  88—209.)  is  a  work  of  fuperior  learning  and 
dignity  j  but  the  author  too  often  confounds  what  he  had  fecn  and 
what  he  had  read. 

63  The  praifes  of  Dionyfius  are  juft  and  lively.  K*«  vw  pir  (Syria) 

vaXfet 


OF  THE   ROMAN  EMPIRE.  403 

climate  is  tempered  by  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  and.  CHAP. 
mountains,  by  the  plenty  of  wood  and  water ;  and 
the  produce  of  a  fertile  foil  affords  the  fubfiftence, 
and  encourages  the  propagation,  of  men  and  ani- 
mals. Front  the  age  of  David  to  that  of  Hera- 
ciius,  the  country  was  overfprtad  with  ancient  and 
flouriihing  titles:  the  inhabitants  were  numerous 
and  wealthy ;  and,  after  the  flow  ravage  of  de- 
fporifm  and  fuperftition,  after  the  recent  cala- 
mities of  the  Perfian  war,  Syria  could  ftill  attraft 
and  reward  the  rapacious  tribes  of  the  defert.  A 
plain,  of  ten  days  journey,  from  Damafcus  to 
Aleppo  and  Antioch,  is  watered,  on  the  weftern 
fide,  by  the  winding  oourfe  of  the  Orontes.  The 
hills  of  Libanus  and  Anti-Libanus  are  planted 
from  north  to  fouth,  between  the  Orontes  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  epithet  of  hollow 
(Ccelefyria)  was  applied  to  a  long  and  fruitful 
valley,  which  is  confined  in  the  fame  dire&ion  by 
the  two  ridges  of  fnowy  mountains 69.  Among 
the  cities,  which  are  enumerated  by  Greek  and 
Oriental  names  in  the  geography  and  conqueft  of 
Syria,  we  may  diftinguifh  Emefa  or  Hems,  He- 

«**Xo»  ti  «*•  o*£io<  **$pt<;  i;p;w  (in  Pericgcfi,  v.  90*.  in  torn.  ir. 
Gcograph.  Minor.  Hudfon>  In  another  place  he  ftylcs  the  country 
sroXwToXii  cuou  (v.  898.)-    He  proceeds  to  fay, 

Xlaa*  }i  toi  A»«*ap*>  Ti  s«t tv$o\o<  iirAro  xpp 
MtiXsi,  r§  ftfitfMiui  Juki  Xtdpai  MttfTtw  eufaiK  v-  $**>  9**« 

This  poetical  geographer  lived  in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  and  his  de- 
fcription  of  the  World  is  illuftratcd  by  the  Greek  commentary  of 
Euftathius,  who  paid  the  fame  compliment  to  Homer  and  Diony- 
fius  (Fabric,  Bibliot.  Graec.  1.  iv.  c.  a.  torn.  iii.  p.  ai,  &e.)- 

*9  The  topography  of  the  Libanus  and  Anti-Libanus  is  excellent- 
ly deicribed  by  the  learning  and  fenfe  of  Rcland  (Paleftin.  torn.  i. 
P-  311— 3**0. 

D  d  2  liopolis 
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C  t^*#  Kopolis  or  Baalbec,  the  former  as  the  metropolis 
Uyw  of  the  plain,  the  latter  as  the  capital  of  the  valley. 
Under  the  laft  of  the  Caefars,  they  were  ftrong 
and  populous :  the  turrets  glittered  from  afar : 
an  ample  fpace  was  covered  with  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings;  and  the  citizens  were  illuftrious 
by  their  fpirit,  or  at  lead  by  their  pride j  by  their 
riches,  or  at  leaft  by  their  luxury.  In  the  days 
of  paganifm,  both  Emefa  and  Heliopolis  were 
addi&td  to  the  worfhip  of  Baal,  or  the  fun; 
but  the  decline  of  their  fuperftition  and  fplendour 
has  been  marked  by  a  fingular  variety  of  fortune. 
Not  a  veftige  remains  of  the  temple  of  Emefa, 
which  was  equalled  in  poetic  ftyle  to  the  fummits 
of  mount  Libanus7%  while  the  ruins  of  Baalbec, 
invifible  to  the  writers  of  antiquity,  excite  the 
curiofity  and  wonder  of  the  European  traveller  7\ 
The  meafure  of  the  temple  is  two  hundred  feet  ia 

?•  — Emcfac  faftigia  celfa  renident 

Nam  difFufa  folo  latus  explkat  *  ac  fubit  auras 
Turribus  in  ccelum  nitcntibus :  ineola  clans 
Cor  ftudiis  acuit  .  .  •  j  . 
Dcnique  flammicomo  dcvoti  peltora  foli 
Vitam  agitant.    Libanus  frondofa  cacumina  target, 
Et  tamen  bis  certant  cclfi  faftigia  Umpli. 
Thefe  verfes  of  the  Latin  verfion  of  Rufus  Avicnus  arc  wanting  in 
the  Greek  original  of  Dionyfius  j  and  fince  they  arelikewife  unno- 
ticed by  Euftathius,  I  muft,  with  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Latin.  tom.iii. 
p.  153.  edit.  Ernefti),  and  againft  Salmafius  (ad  Vopifcum,  p.  366, 
367.  in  Hift.  Auguft.),  afcribe  them  to  the  fancy  rather  than  the 
MSS.  of  Avienus. 

7'  I  am  much  better  (atisfied  with  MaundrdPs  flight  odavo 
(Journry,  p.  134—139.),  than  with  the  pompous  folio  of  Doctor  Po- 
cock  (Description  of  the  Eaft,  vol.  ii.  p.  106— 113.)  ;  but  every  pre- 
ceding account  is  eclipfed  by  the  magnificent  defcription  and  draw- 
ings  of  M.  M.  Dawkins  and  Wood,  who  have,  tranfported  into 
England  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  and  Baalbec, 

length, 
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length,  and  one  hundred  in  breadth :  the  front  is  c  ha  p. 
adorned  with  ?  double  portico  of  eight  columns ; 
fourteen  may  be  counted  on  either  fide ;  and  each 
column,  forty-five  feet  in  height,  is  compofed  of 
three  maffy  blocks  of  ftone  or  marble.  The  pro- 
portions and  ornaments  of  the  Corinthian  order  ex- 
prefs  the  archite&ure  of  the  Greeks ;  but  as  Baalbec 
has  never  been  the  feat  of  a  monarch,  we  are  at  a  lofs 
to  conceive  how  the  expence  of  thefe  magnificent 
ftrudures  could  be  fupplied  by  private  or  muni* 
cipal  liberality  7\  From  the  conqueft  of  Damafcus 
the  Saracens  proceeded  to  Heliopolis  and  Emefa : 
but  I  fliall  decline  the  repetition  of  the  fallies  and 
combats  which  h^ve  been  already  fhewn  on  a  larger 
fcale.  In  the  profecution  of  the  war,  their  policy 
was  not  lefs  effe&ual  than  their  fword.  By  fhort 
and  feparate  truces  they  diflblved  the  union  of  the 
enemy ;  accuftomed  the  Syrians  to  compare  their 
friendship  with  their  enmity ;  familiarifed  the  idea 
of  their  language,  religion,  and  manners ;  and 
exhaufted,  by  clandeftine  purchafe,  the  magazines 
and  arfenals  of  the  cities  which  they  returned  to 
befiege.  They  aggravated  the  ranfom  of  the 
more  wealthy,  or  the  more  obftinate ;  and  Chalcis 
alone  was  taxed  at  five  thoufand  ounces  of  gold, 
five  thoufand  ounces  of  filver,  two  thoufand  robes 
of  filk,  and  as  many  figs  and  olives  as  would  load 

7*  The  Orientals  explain  the  prodigy  by  a  never- failing  expedient. 
The  edifices  of  Baalbec  were  conftrucled  by  the  fairies  or  the  genii 
(Hift.  de  Timour  Bee,  torn.  iii.  L  v.  c.  %$.  p.  311,  31a.  Voyage 
d'Otter,  torn.  i.  p.  83.)*  With  lefs  abfurdity,  but  with  equal  igno- 
rance, Abulfeda  and  IbnChaukel  afcribe  them  to  the  Sabaeans  or  Aa- 
dites.  Non  funt  in  omni  Syria  aedificia  magnificentiora  his  (TabuU 
Syrix,  p.  103. )• 

D  d  3  five 
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five  thoufand  affes.    But  the  terms  of  truce  or 
capitulation  were  faithfully  obferved  ;  and  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  caliph,  who  had  promifed  not  to  enter 
the  walls  of  the  captive  Bailbec,  remained  tranquil 
and  immoveable  in  his  tent  till  the  jarring  fictions 
folicited  the  iiiterpofition  of  a  foreign  matter.    The 
conqueft  of  the  plain  and  Valley  of  Syria  was  at- 
chieved  in   lefs   than  two  years.    Yet  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful  reproved  the  flowneft  of 
their  .progrefs,  and  the  Saracens,  bewailing  their 
feult  with  tears  of   rage  and  repentance,    called 
aloud  C|i  their  chiefs  to  lead  them  forth  to  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Lord.     In  a  recent  action,  un- 
der the  walls  of  Emefa,    an  Arabian  youth,  the 
coufm  of  Catled,  was  heard  aloud    to  exclaim, 
u  Methink$   I  fee    the  black-eyed  girls  looking 
"  upon  me;   one  of  whom,   fliould  flie  appear 
"  in  this  world,  all  mankind  would  die  for.  love 
"  of  her.     And  I  fee  in  the  hand  of  one  of  them, 
"  an  handkerchief  of  green  filk,  and  a  cap  of 
"  precious  ftones,  and  ihe  beckons  nie,  and  calls 
"  out,   come  hither  quickly,  for  I  love  thee." 
W^th  thofe  words,   charging  the  Chriftians,  he 
made  havpek  wherever  he  went,  till,  obferved  at 
length  by  the  governor  of  Hems,  he  was  ftruck 
through  with  a  javelin. 
Battle  of        I*  was  incumbent  on  the  Saracens  to  exert  the 
Yermuk,     fuU  powers  of  their  valour  and  enthufiafm  againft 
Novcm-3  '  the  forces   of  the   emperor,  who  was  taught  by 
*  ber*  repeated  loffes,  that  the  rovers  of  the  defert  had 

undertaken,  and  would  fpeedily  atchieve,  a  regular 
fcnd  permanent  conqueft.  From  the  provinces  of 
Europe  and  Afia,  fourfcore  thoufand  foldiers  were 

tranf- 
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tranfported  by  fea  abd  land  to  Antioch  and  Cae-  c^f p# 
farea :  the  light  troops  of  the  army  confifted  of  u-y^Jj 
flxty  thoufand  Chriftian  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of 
Gaffan.  Under  the  banner  of  Jabalah,  the  laft  of 
their  princes,  they  marched  in  the  van;  and  it 
was  a  maxim  of  the  Greeks,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  cutting  diamond,  a  diamond  was  the  moft 
effectual.  Heraclius  withheld  his  peribn  from  the 
dangers  of  the  field ;  but  hk  prefumption*  or  per- 
haps his  defpondericy,  fuggefted  a  peremptory 
order,  that  the  fete  of  the  province  and  the  war 
fliould  be  decided  by  a  fingle  battle*  The  Sy- 
rians were  attached  to  the  ftandard  of  Rome  and 
of  the  cfofs  ;  but  the  noble,  the  citizen,  the  pea- 
fent,  were  exafperated  by  the  injuftice  and  cruelty 
of  a  licentious  hoft,  who  oppreffed  them  as  fub- 
je&s,  and  defpifed  them  as  ftrangers  and  aliens  7K 
A  report  of  thefe  nrighty  preparations  was  con- 
veyed to  the  Saracens  in  their  camp  of  Emefa ; 
and  die  chiefs,  though  refokcd  to  fight,  aflembled 
a  council :  the  faith  of  Abu  Obeidah  would  havQ 
expe&ed  on  the  fame  fpot  the  glory  of  martyrdom  j 
the  wifdom  of  Caled  adVifed  an  honourable  retreat 
to  the  flrirts  of  Paleftihe  and  Arabia,  where  they 
might  await  the  fuccours  of  their  friends,  and.  the 
attack  of  the  unbelievers.  A  fpeedy  meffenger 
foon  returned  from  the  throne  of  Medina,  with 
the  bleffings  of  Omar  and  Ali,  the  prayers  of  the 

7S  I  have  read  fomewhere  in  Tacitus,  or  Grotius,  SubjeAos  ha- 
bent  tanquam  fuos,  vilcs  tanquam  attends.  Some  Greek  officers 
ravifhed  the  wife,  and  murdered  the  child,  of  their  Syrian  landlord ; 
and  Manuel  fmiled  at  his  undutiful  complaint* 

D  d  4  widows 
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c  hap.  widows  of  the  prophet)  and  a  reinforcement  of 
eight  thoufand  Moflems.  In  their  way  they  over* 
turned  a  detachment .  of  Greeks,  and  when  they 
joined  at  Yertnuk  the  camp  of  their  brethren, 
they  found  the.  pleating  intelligence,  that  Caled 
had  already  defeated  and  fcattered  the  Chilian 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Gafian.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bofra,  the  fprings  of  Mount  Hermon  de- 
fcend  in  a  torrent  to  th$  plain  of  Decapolu,  or  ten 
cities  i  and  the  Hieromax,  a  name  which  has 
been  corrupted  to  Yermuk,  is  loft  after  a  Abort 
courfe  in  the  lake  of  Tiberias  7\  The  banks  of 
this  obfeure  ftream  were  illustrated  by  a  long  and 
bloody  encounter.  On  this  momentous  occafion, 
the  public  voice,  and  the  modefty  of  Abu  Obeidah, 
reftored  the.  command  to  the  mod  deferring  of 
the  Moflems*  Caled  affumed  his  ftation  in  the 
front,  his  colleague  was  pofted  in  the  rear,  that 
the  diforder  of  the  fugitives  might  be  checked  by 
his  venerable  afpeft  and  the  fight  of  the  yellow 
banner  which  Mahomet  had  difplayed  before  the 
walls  of  Chaibar.  The  laft  line  was  occupied  by 
the  After  of  Derar,  with  the  Arabian  women  who 
had  enlifted  in  this  holy  war,  who  were  accuftomed 
to  wield  the  bow  and  the  lance,  and  who  in  a  mo- 
ment of  captivity  had  defended*   againft  the  un- 

74  See  Rcland,  Paleftin.  torn.  if  p.  271. 183.  torn*  ii.  p.  773.  775. 
This  learned  profeflbr  was  equal  to  the  talk  of  defcribing  the  Holy 
Land,  fince  he  was  alike  convcrfant  with  Greek  and  Latin,  with 
Hebrew  and  Arabian  literature.  The  Yertnuk,  or  Hieroma-x,  it 
noticed  by  Cellarius  (Geograph.  Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  39a.)  and  d'An- 
vilk  (Geographic  Ancienne,  torn.  ii.  p.  185.).  The  Arabs,  and  even 
Abulfeda  hixnfelf,  do  not  feem  to  recognize  the  fccne  of  their 
victory. 

1  circura- 
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cif cumcifed  raviflttrs,  their  chaftity  and  religion 7$.  cha  p. 
The  exhortation  of  the  general  was  brief  and  for* 
cibte :  "  Paradife  is  before  you,  the  devil  and  heli- 
"  fire  in  your  rear*"  Yet  fuch  was  the  weight  of 
the  Roman  cavhlqr*  that  the  right  wing  of  the 
Arabs  was  broke*  tod  feparated  from  the  main 
body.  Thrice  did  they  retreat  in  diforderr  and 
thrice  werq  they  driven  back  to  the  charge  by  the. 
reproaches  and  blotfs  of  the  women.  In  the  in- 
tervals of  aQion,  Abu  Obeidah  vifited  the  tents  of 
his  brethren,  prolonged  their  repoie,  by  repeating 
at  once  the  prayers  .of  two  different  hours ;  bound 
up  their  Wotodrf  with  his  own  hands,  and  aebni- 
niftered  the  comfortable  reflection,  that  the  in- 
fidels  partook  of  their  fufferings  without  partaking, 
of  their  reward,  .  Four  thoufand  and  thirty  of  the 
Moflems  were  buried  in  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
the  fkill  of  the  Armenian  archers  enabled  feven 
hundred  to  bcaft  that  they  had  loft  an  eye  in  that 
meritorious  fervice.  The  veterans  of  the  Syrian 
war  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  hardeft  and  mod 
doubtful  of  the  days  which  they  had  feen*  But 
it  was  likewife  the  moft  detifire :  many  thou&nds 
of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  fell  by  the  fwords  of 
the  Arabs j  many  were  flaughtered,  after  the  defeat 
in  the  woods  and  mountains  ;  many,  by  miftaking 
the  ford,  were  drowned  in  the  waters  of  the  Yer- 
mukj  and  however  the  lofs  maybe  magnified7*, 

the 

7J  Thefc  women  were  of  the  tribe  of  the  Hamyarites,  who  derived 
their  origin  from  the  ancient  Amelekites.  Their  females  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  ride  on  horfeback,  and  to  fight  like  the  Amazons  of 
old  (Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  67.). 

7*  Wc  killed  of  them,  fays  Abu  Obeidah  to  the  caliph,  one  hun- 
dred aod  fifty  thoufand,  and  made  prifoners  forty  thoufand  (Ock 
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C  liA  P*  **  Chriftian  TO^tere  confefs  and  bewail  the  bloody 
puniihment  of  their  ling77.  Manuel,  the  Roman 
general,  was  either  killed  at  Damafcus,  or  took 
refuge  in  the  monaftery  of  momtt  Sinai.  An 
exile  in  the  Byzantine  court,  Jabalah  lamented 
the.  manners  .of  Arabia*  and  Jiis.  unlucky  pre* 
ftxence  of  the  ChriiHan  caiife  I*.  He  had  once 
inclined  to  the  profeflion  of  Iflam?  but  in  die 
pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  Jabalah  was  provoked  to 
ftrike  otae  of  his  brethren,  and  fled  with  amaze- 
ment  from  the  ftern  and  equal  juftice  of  the  caliph* 
The  vi&orious  Saracens  enjoyed  at  Pamafcus  a 
month  of  pleafure  and  repofe :  the  fpoil  "Was  di- 
vided by  the  difcretion  of  Abu  Obeidah  :•  an  equal 
fliare  was  allotted  to  a  fdldier  aid  to  hb.horfe, 
and  a  double  portion  was  rrferved  for  the  noble 
couriers  of  the  Arabian  breed.  : 

Icy,vol.  i.  p.  »4i.).  As  1  cantiot  doubi  <hti  tenacity,  nor  bdfo* 
his  computation* I  muft  fufpcft  that  the  Arabic  htftorian*  indul- 
ged themfelves  in  the  practice  of  compofin'g.fpeechcs  and  letters  for 
their  heroes* 

77  After  dcplormg' the  fins  of  the  Cfcr(*win*, foieopbanes  adds, 
(Chronograph-  p.  atf .),  *mt»  a  i^/****?  Aj«**n«  tv«t*»  i*utc  tot 
loot  tk  X^r«j  xa\  ymtou  w^ot»  po^ct  <rro?i(  th  PvpauM  rftirn*  i  x*r* 
to  T*fZA*i  Xtyv  (does' he  mean  Aiznadin?)  *m%  Ii*/xy*o»,  xai  tv 
m&erfiop  mp*rox*v**u  .  His.  account  is  brief  and  obfeure,  but  be  ac- 
cufes  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the  adverfe  wind,  and  the  cloud 
of  dull :  ft*)  Jvnj0i>*  «c  (£nc  Romans)  arrijajwroinipai  txfiff  ^**  ™ 
KouMfiw*  vrrwrai*  «a»  \kv*mi  0«AXerfff  ii*  t*c  mob*  tv  It;/*«xGtf 
«-«T«far<Ku  «T«farr9  egfa >  (Chronograph* j»«  *8e.). 

7*  See  Abulfeda  (Annal.  Moflem.  p.  70, 7i.)>  who  tranferibes  the 
poetical  complaint  of  Jabalah  himfelf,  and  fome  panegyrical  ftraios 
of  an  Arabian  poet,  tq  whom  the  chief  of  Gaflan  fent  from  Con- 
stantinople a  gift  of  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  by  the  hands  of  the 
ambaflador  of  Omar. 

fa  After 
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.  After  the  battle  of  Yermuk,  the  Roman  army  chap. 

no  longer  appeared  in  the  field ;  and  the  Saracens  L  ^  ^ 

might  fecurely  chufe  among  the  fortified  towns  of  Conqueft 

Syria,  the  firft  objed  of  their  attack.    They  con-  faJem? 

fuhed    the    caliph  whether    they   fhould   march  ^D-6^ 

to  Cseferea  or  Jerufalem ;  and  the  advice  o£  Ali 

determined  the  immediate    fiege    of  the  latter* 

To  a  profane  eye,  Jerufalem  was  the  firft  or  fecond 

capita)  of  Palestine ;  but  after  Mecca  and  Medina, 

it  was  revered  and  vifited  by  the  devout  Moflems, 

as  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Land. which  had  been 

fan&ified   by  the  revelation   bf  Mofes,  of  Jefiis, 

and  of  Mahomet  himfelf.    The  fon  of  Abu  So- 

phian  was  fent  with  five  thoufand  Arabs  to  try 

the  firft  experiment  of  furprife  or  treaty ;  but  on 

the  eleventh  day,  the  town  was  inverted  by  the 

whole  force  of  Abu  Obeidah. .  He  addreffed  the 

cuftomary  fuijimous  to  the  chief  commanders  and 

people  of  Mia19.      "  Health  and  happinefe  to 

««  every  one  that  follows  the  right  way  I  We  re- 

"  quire  of  you  to  teftify  that  there  is  but  one 

"  God,  and  that  Mahomet  is  his  apoftle.    If  you 

<c  refufe  this,  confent  to  pay  tribute,  and  be  under 

*c  us    forthwith.      Otberwife  I  fhall  bring  men 

<c  againft  you  who.  love  death  better  than  you  do 

"  the   drinking    of  wine    or   eating  hogs  flefh. 

"  Nor  will' I  ever  ftir  from  you,  if  it  pleafe  God, 

79  In  the  name  of  the  city,  the  profane  prevailed  over  the  facred  j 
Jerufalem  was  known  to  the  devout  Chriftians  (Eufeb.  de  Martyr. 
Paleft.  c.  xi.) ;  but  the  legal  and  popular  appellation  ofuElia  (the 
colony  of  JElius  Had  nanus)  has  pafled  from  the  Romans  to  the 
Arabs  (Reland,  Palcftia.  torn.  i.  p.  ^07.  torn.  ii.  p.  835.  d'Herbelot, 
Bibliotheque  Orientale,  Cods9  p.  369.  JZr*,  p.  420.)-  The  epithet  of 
M  Cods,  the  Holy,  is  ufed  as  the  proper  name  of  Jerufalem. 

"  till 
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CHAP.  **  till  I  have  deftroyed  thofe  that  fight  for  you, 
^L^la  "  and  nftde  Haves  of  your  children."  But  the 
city  Was  defended  on  every  fide  by  deep  vallies 
and  fleep  afcents ;  fince  the  invafion  of  Syria,  the 
trails  and  towers  had  been  anxioufly  reftored ;  the 
braved  of  the  fugitives  of  Yermuk  had  flopped 
in  the  neareft  place  of  refuge ;  and  in  the  defence 
of  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  the  natives  and  ftrangers 
might  feel  fome  fparks  of  the  enthufiafm  which 
fo  fiercely  glowed  in  the  bofoms  of  the  Saracens - 
The  fiege  of  Jerufalem  lafted  four  months ;  not 
a  day  was  loft  without  fome  a&ion  of  fally  or 
affault;  the  military  engines  inceflantly  played 
from  the  ramparts ;  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
winter  was  ftill  more  painful  and  deftru&ve  to 
the  Arabs.  The  Ghriftians  yielded  at  length  to 
the  perfeverance  of  the  befiegers*  The  patriarch 
Sophronius  appeared  on  the  walls,  and  by  the 
voice  of  an  interpreter  demanded  a  conference. 
After  a  vain  attempt  to  diffuade  the  lieutenant  of 
the  caliph  from  his  impious  enterprife,  he  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  a  fair  capitula- 
tion, with  this  extraordinary  claufe,  that  the  ar- 
ticles of  fecurity  fhould  be  ratified  by  the  authority 
and  prefence  of  Omar  himfelf.  The  queftion  was 
debated  in  the  council  of  Medina ;  the  fan&ity  of 
the  place,  and  the  advice  of  Ali,  perfuaded  the 
caliph  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  his  foldiers  and  ene- 
mies, and  the  fimplicity  of  his  journey  i%  more 
illuftrious  than  the  royal  pageants  of  vanity  and 
oppreflion.  The  conqueror  of  Perfia  and  Syria 
was  mounted  on  a  red  cartel,  which  carried,  be- 
fides  his  perfon,  a  ba£  of  corn,  a  bag  of  dates,  a 

wooden 
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wooden   difh,   and   a  leathern  bottle   of  water,  CHAP* 

LI 

Wherever  he  halted,  the  company,  without  dif- 
tinftion,  was  invited  to  partake  of  his  homely  fare, 
and  the  repaft  was  confecrated  by  the  prayer  and 
exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful  8°. 
But  in  this  expedition  or  pilgrimage,  his  power 
was  exercifed  in  the  admmiftration  of  juftice ;  he 
reformed  the  licentious  polygamy  of  the  Arabs, 
relieved  the  tributaries  from  extortion  and  cruelty, 
and  chaftifed  the  luxury  of  the  Saracens,  by  de- 
fpoiling   them  of  their  rich  filks,  and  dragging 
them  on  their  faces  in  the  dirt.     When  he  came 
within  fight  of  Jerufalem,  the  caliph  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  "  God  is  victorious.     O  Lord,  give  us 
"  an  eafy  conqueft;"  and  pitching  his  tent  of  coarfe 
hair,  calmly  feated  himfelf  on  the  ground.     After 
iigning  the  capitulation,  he  entered  the  city  with- 
out fear  or  precaution ;  and  courteoufly  (Jifcourfed 
with  the  patriarch   concerning  its  religious  anti- 
quities81.      Sophronius  bowed    before    his    new 
matter,  and  fecretly  muttered,  in  the  words  of 
Daniel,  "  The  abomination  of  defolation  is  in  the 
«  holy  place  8\"  At  the  hour  of  prayer  they  flood 

*»  The  lingular  journey  and  equipage  of  Omar  are  defcribed  (be- 
fides  Ockley,  vol,  i.  p.  150.)  by  Murtadi  (Merveilles  de  l'Egypte, 
p.  xoo— 20*.). 

81  The  Arabs  boaft  of  an  old  prophecy  preferred  at  Jerufalem, 
and  defcribing  the  name,  the  religion,  and  the  perfon  of  Omar,  the 
future  conqueror.  By  fiich  arts  the  Jews  are  (aid  to  have  foothed 
the  pride  of  their  foreign  matters,  Cyrus  and  Alexander  (Jofeph. 
Ant.  Jud.  1.  xi.  c.  j.  S.  p.  547. 579— 58a.)* 

**  To  fZo&vyfAat  tijij  *(>r)iju>crius  to  £*j&'i'  $»a,  Aawr,X  ro  irfo^nrtf  iftff  if 
tqvu  ayw>  Theophan.  Chronograph,  p.  a8i.  This  prediction, 
which  had  already  fervedfor  Anttochus  and  the  Romans,  was  again 
refitted  for  the  prefent  occafion,  by  the  occonomy  of  Sophronius, 
one  of  the  deepcft  theologians  of  the  Monothelite  controverfy. 

together 
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together  in  the  church  of  die  refurre&ion ;  but 
the  caliph  refufed  to  perform  his  devotions,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  praying  oh  the  ftepg  of  the 
church  of  Conftantine.  To  the  patriarch  he  dif- 
clofed  his  prudent  and  honourable  motive.  "  Had 
"  I  yielded/'  faid  Omar,  u  to  your  requeft,  the 
*'  Moflems  of  a  future  age  would  have  infringed 
w  the  treaty  under  colour  of  imitating  my  ex- 
"  ample/'  By  his  command  the  ground  of  the 
temple  of  Solomon  was  prepared  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a  mofch S3 ;  and,  during  a  refidence  of  ten 
days,  he  regulated  the  prefent  and  future  ftate 
of  his  Syrian  conquefts.  Medina  might  be  jea- 
lous, left  the  caliph  fhould  be  detained  by  the 
fandity  of  Jerufalem  or  the  beauty  of  Damafcus ; 
her  apprehenfions  were  difpelled  by  his  prompt  and 
voluntary  return  to  the  tomb  of  the  apoftle  **. 
Of  Alcp-  To  atchieve  what  yet  remained  of  the  Syrian 
Antioch,  war,  the  caliph  had  formed  two  feparate  armies ; 
A.D.  638.  a  ch0fen  detachment,  under  Arnrou  and  Yezid, 
was  left  in  the  camp  of  Paleftine ;  while  the  larger 
diviiion,  under  the  ftandard  of  Abu  Obeidah  and 
Caled,  marched  away  to  the  north  againft  Antioch 

**  According  to  the  accurate  furvey  of  d'Anville  (Diflertation 
fur  l'ancienne  Jerufalem,  p.  41—54.)*  the  mofch  of  Omar,  enlarg- 
ed and  embellifhed  by  fucceeding  caliphs,  covered  the  ground  of 
the  ancient  temple  (***«#»«  f«y«X4ira«JaMr#&»»  fays  Fhocas),  a 
length  of  415,  t  breadth  of  171,  toifts.  The  Nubian  geographer 
declares,  that  this  magnificent  ftruc"hire  was  fecond  only  in  fize  and 
beauty  to  the  great  mofch  of  Cordova  (p.  1x3.)*  whofe  prefent  ftate 
Mr.  Swinburne  has  fo  elegantly  represented  (Travels  into  Spain, 
p.  496—30*.). 

8*  Of  the  many  Arabic  tarikhs  or  chronicles  of  Jerufalem  (d*Her- 
belot.  p.  $67.),  Ockley  found  one  among  the  Pocock  MSS.  of  Ox- 
ford (vol.  i.  p.  %S7-)>  which  he  has  ufed  to  fupply  the  defective  nar- 
rative of  Al  Wakidi. 

and 
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and  Aleppo.    The  latter  of  thefe,  the  Btfraea  of  cha  p. 


the  Greeks,  was  not  yet  illuftrious  as  the  capital 
of  a  province  or  a  kingdom ;  and  the  inhabitants, 
by  anticipating  their  fubmiffion  and  pleading  their 
poverty,  obtained  a  moderate  compofition  for  their 
lives  and  religion.  Bat  the  caftle  of  Aleppa*5, 
diftind  from  the  city,  flood  ered  on  a  lofty  arti- 
ficial mound :  the  fides  were  iharpened  to  a  pre* 
cipice,  and  faced  with  freeftone ;  and  the  breadth 
of  the  ditch  might  be  filled  with  water  from  the 
neighbouring  fprings.  After  the  lofs  'of  three 
thoufand  men,  the  garrifon  was  ftill  equal  to  the 
defence ;  and  Youkinna,  their  valiant  and  heredi- 
tary chief,  had  murdered  his  brother,  an  holy 
monk,  for  daring  to  pronounce  the  name  of  peace. 
In  a  fiege  of  four  or  five  months,  the  hardeft  of 
the  Syrian  war,  great  numbers  of  the  Saracens  were 
killed  and  wounded :  their  removal  to  the  diftance 
of  a  mile  could  not  feduce  the  vigilance  of  You- 
kinna ;  nor  could  the  Chriflians  be  terrified  by  the 
execution  of  three  hundred  captives,  whom  they 
beheaded  before  the  caftle  wall.  The  filence,  and 
at  length  the  complaints,  of  Abu  Obeidah  in- 
formed the  caliph  that  their  hope  and  patience 
were  confumed  at  the  foot  of  this  impregnable 
fortrefs.  "  I  am  varioufly  affe&ed,"  replied  Omar, 
€c  by  the  difference  of  your  fuccefs  j  but  I  charge 

85  The  Perfian  hiftorian  of  Timur  (torn,  iii,  1.  v.  c.  11.  p.  300.) 
defcribes  the  caftle  of  Aleppo  as  founded  on  a  rock  one  hundred 
cubits  in  height  j  a  proof,  fays  the  French  tranflator,  that  he  had 
never  vifited  the  place.  It  is  now  in  the  midft  of  the  city,  of  no 
ftrength,  with  a  (ingle  gate,  the  circuit  ii  about  5  or  600  paces,  and 
the  ditch  half  full  of  ftagnant  water  (Voyages  de  Tavemier,  torn.  i. 
p.  149  Pocock,  vol.  ii.  part  i.  p.  150.)*  The  fortrefles  of  the  Eaft 
are  contemptible  to  an  European  eye. 

"  you 


LI. 
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chap.  «  you  by  no  means  to  raife  the  liege  of  the  cattle. 

iJ^-^j  c*  Your  retreat  would  diminifh  the  reputation  of 
"  our  arms,  and  encourage  the  infidels  to  fell 
"  upon  you  on  all  fides.  Remain  before  Aleppo 
"  till  God  (hall  determine  the  event,  and  forage 
"  with  your  horfe  round  the  adjacent  country." 
The  exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful 
was  fortified  by  a  fupply  of  volunteers  from  all  the 
tribes  of  Arabia,  who  arrived  in  the  camp  on 
horfes  or  camels.  Among  thefe  was  Dames,  of  a 
fervile  birth,  but  of  gigantic  fize  and  intrepid  re- 
folution.  The  forty-feventh  day  of  his  fervice  he 
ptopofed,  with  only  thirty  men,  to  make  an  at- 
tempt on  the  caftle.  The  experience  and  tefti- 
mony  of  Caled  recommendod  his  offer;  and  Abu 
Obeidah  admonifhed  his  brethren  not  to  defpife 
the  bafer  origin  of  Dames,  fince  he  himfelf,  could 
he  relinquilh  the  public  care,  would  cheerfully 
ferve  under  the  banner  of  the  {lave.  His  defign 
was  covered  by  the  appearance  of  a  retreat ;  and 
the  camp  of  the  Saracens  was  pitched  about  a 
league  from  Aleppo.  The  thirty  adventurers  lay 
in  ambufh  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  and  Dames  at 
length  fucceeded  in  his  inquiries,  though  he  was 
provoked  by  the  ignorance  of  his  Greek  captives. 
"  God  curfe  thefe  dogs,5*  faid  the  illiterate  Arab, 
"  what  a  ftrange  barbarous  language  they  fpeak !" 
At  the  darkeft  hour  of  the  night,  he  fcaled  the 
moft  acceffible  height  which  he  had  diligently  fur* 
veyed,  a  place  where  the  (tones  were  lefs  entire, 
or  the  Hope  lefs  perpendicular,  or  the  guard  lefs 
vigilant.  Seven  of  the  (touted  Saracens  mounted 
on  each  other's  fhoulders,  and  the  weight  of  the 

column 
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column  was  fufhrined  on  the  broad  andfewrwy  C***:P' 
back  of  the  gigantic  flave.  The  foremoft  in  this 
painful  afcent  could  grafp  and  climb  the  lowed 
part  of  the  battlements  ;  they  fikntry  ftabbed  and 
call  down  the  fentinels ;  and  the  thirty  brethren* 
repeating  a  pious  ejaculation,  "  O  apoftle  of  God, 
"  help  and  deliver  us !"  wore  fucceffivdy  drawn 
up  by  the  long  folds  of  their  turbans.  With  bold 
and  cautious  footfteps,  Dames  explored  the  palace 
of  the  governor,  who  celebrated,  in  riotous  merri- 
ment, the  feftival  of  his  deliverance.  From  thence 
returning  to  his  companions,  he  affaulted  on  the 
inlide  the  entrance  of  the  caftle.  They  overpower-! 
ed  the  guard,  unbolted  the  gate,  let  down  the  dftw- 
bridge,  and  defended  the  narrow  pafs,  till  the 
arrival  of  Caled,  with  the  dawn  of  day,  relieved 
their  danger  and  allured  their  conqueft.  You- 
kinna,  a  formidable  foe,  became  an  a&ive  and 
ufeful  profelyte ;  and  the  general  of  the  Saracens 
expreffed  his  regard  for  the  moft  humble  merit, 
by  detaining  the  army  at  Aleppo  till  Dames  was 
cured  of  his  honourable  wounds.  The  capital  of 
jSyria  was  ftill  covered  by  the  cattle  of  Aazaz  and 
the  iron  bridge  of  the  Orontes.  After  the  lofs  of 
thofe  important  pofts,  and  the  defeat  of  the  laft  of  the 
Roman  armies,  the  luxury  of  Antioch  "  trembled 

and 

$  The  date  of  the  conqueft  of  Antioch  by  the  Arabs  i»  of  fomc 
importance.  By  comparing  the  years  of  the  world  in  the  chrono* 
graphy  of  Theophanes  with  the  years  of  the  Hegira  in  the  hiftory  of 
Elmacin,  we  (hall  determine,  that  it  was  taken  between  January  33d 
and  September  x«  of  the  year  of  Chrift  638  (Pagi,  Critic*,  in  Baron. 
Annal.  torn.  11.  p.  8i»,  813.).  Al  Wakidi  (Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  31+) 
atiigns  that  event  to  Tuefday,  Auguft  aiw,  an  inconfiftcnt  date; 
Vol.  IX.  £  e  fince 
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CHAP,  and  obeyed.    Her  fcfety  wa$  raafopied  with  tfcfee 


Li. 


hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold ;  but  the  throne 
of  the  lacceffors  of  Alexander,  the  feat  of  the  Ro- 
man government  in  the  Eaft,  which  had  been,  de- 
corated by  Caefar  with  the  titles  of  free,  and  holy, 
and  inviolate,  was  degraded  under  the  yoke  of  die 
caliphs    to    the   fecondary  rank  of  a    provincial 


town87. 


fright  of        In  the  life  of  Heraclius,  the  glories  of  the  Per. 

"CJ?CJ|U?»  fian  war  are  clouded  on  either  hand  by  the  difgrace 
and  wefcknefs  of  his  more  early  and  his  later  days. 
When  the  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet  unsheathed  the 
firord  of  war  and  religion,  he  was  aftonifhed  at  the 
boundleft  profpeft  of  toil  and  danger.;. his  nature 
was  indolent,  nor  could  the  infirm,  and  frigid 
age  fif  the  emperor  be  kindled  to  a  fecond  effort. 
The  fenfe  of  flume,  and  the  importunities  of  the  Sy- 
rians, prevented  his  hafty  departure  from  the  fcene 
of  acliou ;  but  the  hero  was  no  more  ;  and  the  lofs 
of  Damafcus  and  Jerablem,  the  bloody  fields  of 
Aiznadiit  and  Yermuk,  may  be  imputed  in  fomo 
degree  to  the  ab(ence  or  mifconduti  of  the  fove- 
feign.  Inftead  of  defending  the  fepukhre  of  Chrift^ 
he  involved  the  church  and  ilate  in  a  metaphyfical 
controversy  for  the  unity  of  hk  will ;  and  while 

face  Eafter  fell  that  year  on  April  5th,  the  ai"  of  Auguft  mud  have 
been  a  Friday  (fee  the  Tables  of  the  Art  de  Verifier  Jcs  Dates) 

*7  His  bounteous  edifl,  which  tempted  the  grateful  city  to  atiufctc 
the  victory  of  Pharfalia  tor  a  perpetual  xra,  is  given  «»  a»tk>^im»t« 
f*r.Tfc?rc>.i  y  lira  *ai  aa-vXu  *>»  avT^c/u*  jcat  afx***  *a»  «pfo«a9*.faii|Trc 
•wTiAnf.  John  Mafela,  in  Chron.  p  91.  edit.Venet.  We  may  dif- 
ilnguim'tit*  authentic  information  of  domcflic  fa&j  frem  his  groft 
igtoraAce  of  general  hiftory . 

Hera- 
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Heraclius  trowned  the  offspring  of   his    fecond  cnLi** 
nuptials,  he  was  tamely  ftripped  of  the  irioft  valu- 
able  part  of  their  inheritance.     In  the  cathedral  of 
Antioch*  in  the  pretence  of  the  bifhops,  at  the  foot 
of  the  crucifix,  he  bewailed  the  fins  of  the  prince  ♦ 
and  people ;  but  his  confeflion  inftru&ed  the  world, 
that  it  was  vain,  and  perhaps  impious/ to  refift 
the  judgment  of  God.      The  Saracens  were  invin- 
cible in  fa&,  fince  they  were  invincible  in  opinion ; 
and  the  defertion  of  Youkinna,  his  felfe  repent- 
ance and  repeated  perfidy*  might  juftify  the  fufpi* 
cion  of  the  emperor,  that  he  was  encompafled  by 
traitors  and  apoftates,  who  confpired  to  betray  his 
perfon  and  their  country  to  the  enemies  of  Chrift. 
In  the  hour  of  adverfity,  his  fuperftition  was  agi- 
tated by  the  omens  and  dreams  of  a  falling  crown ; 
and  after  bidding  an  eternal  farewel  to  Syria,  he 
fecretly  embarked  with  a  few  attendants,  and  ab- 
solved the  faith  of  his  fubjefts**.    Conftantine, 
his  eldeft  ton,  had  been  ftationed  with  forty  thou* 
fend  men  at  Csefarea,  the  civil  metropolis  of  the 
three  provinces  of  Paleftine.     But  his  private  in* 
.  tereft  recalled  him  to  the  Byzantine  court ;   and, 
after  the  flight  of  his  father,  he  felt  himfelf  an  un- 
equal champion  to  the  united  force  of  the  caliph. 
His  vanguard  was  boldly  attacked  by  three  hundred* 
Arabs  and  a  thoofapd  black  flaves,  who,  in  the  depth 

s "  Sec  OcUey  (vol.  i.  p.  30S.  $12.),  Who  laughs  it  the  credulity  of 
his  author.  When  Heraclius  bade  farewel  to  Syria,  Yale  Syria  et 
ultimnm  vale,  he  prophefied  that,  the  Romans  fhould  never  re* 
.  enter  the  province  till  ifce  birth  of  axrinaufpicious  child,  the  future 
fcourge  of  the  empire.  Ahulfeda,  p.  63.  I  am  perfectly  ignjtypot 
wf  the  myftic  fenfc,  jot  nonfenfe,  of  thit  prediction. 

Ee  a  of 
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of  winter,  had  climbed  the  fnowy  mountains  of  Li- 
banus,  and  who  were  fpeedily  followed  by  the  vic- 
torious fquadrons  of  Caled  himfelf.  From  the 
north  and  fouth  the  troops  of  Antioch  and  Jeru- 
.  falem  advanced  along  the  fea-fhore,  till  their 
banners  were  Joined  under  the  walls  of  the  Phoeni- 
Ind  of  can  cities  :  Tripoli  and  Tyre  were  betrayed ;  and 
^rfy"an  a  flcet  p{  ^y  ^nuifports,  which  entered  without 
diftruft  the  captive  harbours,  brought  a  feafonable 
£upply  of  arms  and  provifions  to  the  camp  of  the 
Saracens.  Their  labours,  were  terminated  by  the 
unexpe&ed  furrender  of  Casfarca:  The  Roman 
prince  had  embarked  in  the  night  *9  j  and  the  de-» 
fencelefs  citizens  fo licit ed-  their  pardon  with  an  of- 
fering of  two  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The 
remainder  of  the  province,  Ramlah,  Ptolemais  or 
Achre,  Sichem  or  Neapolis,  Gaza,  Afcalon,  Bery- 
tus,  Sidon,  Gabala>  Laodicca,  Apamea,  Hiera- 
pelis,  no  longer  prefumed  to  difpute  the  will  of 
the  conqjueror ;  and  Syria  bowed  under  the  fceptre 
of  the  caliphs  l'even  hundred  years  after  Pompey 
had  defpoiled  the  la({;  of  the  *  Macedonian 
kings90. 

•  %  In  the  hibfc  and  obfeure  chronology  of  the  times,  I  am  guided 
by  an  authentic  record  <io  the  book  of  c  remonies  of  Conftaiuiue 
Prophyrogenitus)^  whkb  certifies  that,  June  4,  A.  D.  63S,  the  cm- 
jfcror  crowned  Ms  younger  fon  Hera..ihi$  in  the  prefence  of  his  cWeft 
Conftantine,  ami  in  the  palace  of  lonftantufbple;  thai  January  1, 
A.  I).  6;9.  the  royal  proce.:.o»  vitited  the  great  church,  and  on  the 
4lto  of  th*  fame  month,  the  hippodrome. 

9-  Sixty- hyc  years  before  Chrift,  Sjria  Pontufque  monument?  funt 
Cn.  Pompeii  virtutu  (Veil.  Patercul.  ii.  38),  rather  of  his  fortune 
aud  power  :  he  adjudged  Syria  to  be  a  Roman  province,  and  the 
laft  of  the  Seleucides  were  incapable  of  drawing  a  fword  in  the  de* 
fence  of  their  patrimony  (fte  the  original  UxU  collected  by  Uflien 
Annal.p.  42c.)- 

The 
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The  lieges  and  battles  of  fix  campaigns  had.  c  ha  p* 
confumed  mswy  thoufands  of  the  Moflems.    They        ^-  _f 
died  with  the  reputation  and  the  cheerfalnefs  of  ™£™nJf 
martyrs  ;  and  the  (implicity  of  their  faith  may  be  Syria, 
expreffed  in  the  words  of  an  Arabian  youth,  when  633-^*39. 
he  embraced,  for  the  laft  time,  his  fifter  and  mo- 
ther :  "  It  is  not,"  faid   he,  "  the  delicacies    of 
"•Syria,  or  the  fading  delights  of  this  world,  that 
"  have  prompted  me  to  devote  my  life  in  the  caufe 
c<  of  religion.     But  I  feek  the  favour  of  God  and 
"  his  apoftle  ;  and  I  have  heard,  from  one  of  the 
*4  companions  of  the  prophet,  that  the  fpirits  of  . 
"  the  martyrs  will  be  lodged  in  the  crops  of  green 
"  birds,  who  (hall  tafte  the  fruits,  and  drink  of 
"  the  rivers,  of  paradife.     Farewel,  we  ihall  meet 
"  again  among  the  groves  and  fountains  which  God 
"  has  provided  for  his  ele£t"     The  faithful  cap* 
tives  might  exercife  a  paffive  and  more  arduous  re- 
folution ;  and  a  coufin  of  Mahomet  is  celebrated 
for  refufing,  after  an  abftinence  of  three  days,  the 
wine  and  pork,  the  only  nourifhment  that  was  al- 
lowed by  the  malice  of  the  infidels.    The  frailty 
of  fome  weaker  brethren  exafperated  the  implacable 
fpirit  of  fanaticifmj  and  the  father  of  Amer   de- 
plored, in  pathetic  ftrains,  the  apoftacy  and  damna- 
tion of  a  fon,  who  had  renounced  the  promifes,  of 
God,  and  the  interceffion  of  the  prophet,  to  oc- 
cupy,   with   the  priefts  and  deacons,   the  lowed 
manfions  bf  hell.    The  more  fortunate  Arabs,  who 
furvived  the  war,  and  perfevered  in  the  faith,  were 
retrained  by  their  abflemious  leader  from  the  abufe 
of  profperity.     After  a  refrefhment  of  three  days, 
Abu  Obeidah  withdrew  his  troops  from  the  per- 

Ee  3  nicious 
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°  r?  P#  ^ous  contagion  of  the  luxury  of  Antioch,  an4 
affured  the  caliph  that   their  religion  and   virtue 
could  only  be  preferved  by  the  hard  difbiplme  of 
poverty  and  labour.     But  the  virtue  of  Omar, 
however  rigorous  to  himfelf,  was  kind  and  liberal 
to  his  brethren.    After  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  and 
thankfgiving,  he  dropt  a  tear  of  compaffibii ;  and 
fitting  down  on  the  ground,  wrote  an  anfwer,  fei 
which  he  mildly  cenfured  the  feverity  of  his  lieu- 
tenant :    cc  God,"   faid  the  fucceffor  of  the  pro- 
phet,  u  has  not  forbidden  the  ufe  of  the  good 
4*  things  of  this  world  to  foithful  men,  and  fuch  as 
**  have  performed  good  works.    Therefore  you 
**  ought  to  have  given  them  leave  to  reft  them- 
m  fchrts,  and  partake  freely  of  thofe  good  things 
*  which  the  country  affbrdeth.    If  any  of  the  Sa- 
**  racens  have  no  family  in  Arabia,  they  may  marry 
Cl  in  Syria;  and  whofoever  of  them  wants  any 
**  female  flaves,  he  may  purchafe  as  many  as  He 
•*  hath  occafion  for."    The  conquerors  prepared 
to  ufe*  or  to  abufe,  this  gracious  pernrifllon ;  but 
the  year  of  their  triumph  was  marked  by  a  morta- 
lity of  men  and  cattle  ;  and  twenty-five  thoufanrf 
Saracens  were  fnatched  away  from  die  pofieffion  of 
Syria,    The  death  of  Abu  Obddah  might  be  la- 
meflted  by  the  Chriftians  ;  but  his  brethren  recol- 
lected that  he  was  one  of  the  ten  eleft  whom  the 
prophet  had  named  as  the  heirs  of  paradife  •  \     Ca- 

»'  AbuMtfa,  Anna).  Moflero.  p.  r$.  Mahomet  could  artfully  rary 
Ch«  pra&s  of  hit  di&iplcs.  Of  Omar  he  waft  aocuffained  to  Cay, 
{hat  if  a  prophet  could  arife  after  himfctf,  it  would  be  Omar  j  and 
that  tm  a  general  calamity,  Omar  would  bo  excepted  by  the  divine 
jufticc  (Qckky*tol*  i.  p.  mi.> 

I*  led 
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led  furvived  his  brethren  about  three  years  j  and  c  5  A  *. 
the  tomb  of  the  fword  of  God  is  fhewn^  in  the  ^^^J 
neighbourhood  of  Emefsu  Hit  valour,  which  feutui- 
ed  in  Arabia  and  Syria  the  empire  of  the  caliphs, 
was  fortified  by  the  opinion  oi  a  fperial  providence^; 
and  as  long  as  he  wore  a  cap,  which  h^d  been 
(defied  by  Mahomet,  he  deemed  himfelf  invulne- 
rable amidft  the  darts  of  the  infidels. 

The  place  of  the  firft  conquerors  wa*  fgpplied  Proerefs 
by  a  new  generation  of  their  children  slild  coiin-  ^an  toZ' 
trymen :  Syria  became  die  feat  arid  fupport  of  thfe  qllg°g* 
houie  of  Ommiyah ;  and  the  revenue,  the  fbldier*,  659—655. 
the  (hips  of  that  powerful  kingdom,  were  confe- 
crated  to  enlarge  on  every  fide  the  eiftpire  of  the 
<aliphs.   But  the  Saracens  defpife  a  fuperfluity  <tf 
fame;  and  their  hiftorians  fcarcely  co^efcehd  to 
mention  the  fubordinate  conquefts  which  are  loft 
in  the  fplendour  and  rapidity  of  their  victorious 
career.     To  the  north  of  Syria,  they  parted  mount 
Taurus,  and  reduced  to  their  obedience  the  pro- 
vince of  Cilicia,  wkh  its  capital  Tarftrs,  the  afici- 
ent  monument  of  the  Aflyrian  kings.    Beycfnd  a 
fecond  ridge  of  the  fame  mountains,  they  fpread 
the  flame  of  war,  rather  than  the  light  of  religion, 
as  far  as  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine'and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Conftantinople..    To  the  eqfi  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  banks  and  fources  of  the  Euphrates 
and  Tigris 9l :  the  long  difputed  barrier  of  Rome  and 

Perfia 

»» Al^akutf  had  Tikewife  written  an  hrftofy  df  the  ccfoqtieft  of 
JJ)iarbekJr;  o*  Mef^ottimia  (Oakley,  at  the  end  of  the  ii<  *»!.)• 
which  our  intettnivtert  do  not  appear  to  have  feen.  The  Chronicle 
oi  Dionyfuis  of  TVlmar,  the  Jacobite  patriarch,  records  the  taking 
yf  Lddf*  A.  D.  637,  and  of  Dara  A.  D.  642  (Aflenatft,  Bibliot. 

E  e  4  Orient 
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c  ^;jfp'  Perfia  was- for  arcr  confounded;  the  walk  of  Edefla 
and  Amida,  of  Dara  and  Nifibis,  which  had  refitted 
the  arms  and  engines  of  Sapor  or  Nufhirvan,  were 
levelled  in  the  duft ;  and  the  holy  city  of  Abgarus 
might  vainly  produce  the  epiftie  of  the  image  of 
Chrift  to  an  unbelieving  conqueror.  To  the  weft* 
the  Syrian  kingdom  is  bounded  by  the  fea ;  and 
the  ruin  of  Aradus,  a  fmall  ifland  or  peninfula 
on  the  coaft,  was  poftponed  during  ten  years.  But 
the  hills  of  Libanus  abounded  in  timber,  the  trade 
of  Phoenicia  was  populous  in  mariners;  and  a 
fleet  of  feventeen  hundred  barks  was  equipped  and 
manned  by  the  natives  of  the  defert.  The  Impe- 
rial navy  of  the  Romans  fled  before  them  from 
tfre  Pamphylian  rocks  to  the  Hellespont ;  but  the 
fpirit  of  jie  emperor,  a  grandfop  of  Heraclius, 
had  been  fubdued  before  the  combat  by  a  dream 
and  a  pun93.  The  Saracens  rode  mailers  of  the 
fea  i  and  the  iflands  of  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  and  the 
Cyclades  were  foccdTively  expofed  to  their  rapa- 
cious vifits,  Three  hundred  years  before  the 
.ChrifUan  aera,  the  memorable  though  fruitlefs  fiege 
of  Rhodes ,4  by  Demetrius,   had  fumiihed  that 

maritime 

OHeot.  torn.  ii.  p.  i©y)  ;  and  the  attentive  may  glean  form-  doubtful 
information  from  the  Chronograph)-  of  Theophancs  (p.  185— 1S7.). 
Moft  of  the  towns  of  Mesopotamia  yielded  by  furrender  (Abulpha- 
xag.p.  us.> 

tt  He  dteamt  that  he  was  at  Theflalonica,  an  harmlefs  and  un- 
meaning vi lion;  but' his  foothfaycr,  or  his  cowardice,  underftood 
the  fure  omen  of  a  defeat  concealed  in  that  inaufpicious  word  fc* 
mM*  »•«*,  Give  to  another  the  vielory  (Theophan.  p.  *86.  Zonaro, 
torn.  ii.  l.xiv.  p.  88.). 

9+  Every  paffagc  and  every  fad  that  relates  to  the  ilk,  the  city, 
and  tue  coloflus  of  Rhodes, -are  compiled  in  the  laborious  treatHe 
of  Mcurfius,  who  ha*  beftowtdthtfame  diligence  on  the  two  larger 
iflands  of  Crete  and  Cyprus,      See  in  theiit'  vol.  of  bia  works, 

the 
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maritime  republic  'with  the  materials  and  the  fub-  c  ^jAP- 
jeflt  of  a  trophy.  A  gigantic  ftatue  of  Apollo  or  »_.— w^^ 
the  fun,  feventy  cubits  .in  height,  was  ere&ed  at 
the*entrance  of  the  harbour,  a  monument  of  the 
freedom  and  the  arts  of  «Greece.  After  (landing 
fifty-fix  years,  the.coloffus  of  Rhodes  was  over- 
thrown by  an  earthquake:  but  the  mafly  trunk, 
and  huge  fragments,  lay  fcatter/ed  eight  centuries 
on  the  ground,  and  are  often  defcribed  as  one  of 
the  wonders  of  the  ancient  world.  They  were  col- 
lected by  the  diligence  of  the  Saracens,  and  fold 
to  a  Jewifh  merchant  of  EdeiTa,  who  is  faid  to  hate 
laden  nine  hundred  camels  with  the  weight  of  the 
brafs  metal :  an  enormous  weight,  though  we  (hould 
include  the  hundred  coloflal  figures  ",  and  the  three 
thousand  ftatues,  which  adorned  the  profperity  of 
the  city  of  the  fun. 

II.  The  conqueft  of  Egypt  may  be  explained  by  Eoy»t. 
the  charader  of  the  victorious  Saracen,  one  of  the  SdilfcSf 
firft  of  his  nation,  in  an  age  when  the  meaneft  of  Amrou. 
the  brethren  was  exalted  above  his  nature  by  the 
fpirit  of  enthufiafm.     The  birth  of  Amrou  was  at 
once  bale  and  illuftrious :  his  mother,  a  notorious 
proftitute,  was  unable  to  decide  among  five  of  the 
Koreifh ;   but  the  proof  of  reiemblance  adjudged 
the  child  to  Aafi  the  oldeft  of  her  lovers96.    *  The 

the  Kbcdiu  of  Meurfius  (1.  i.  c.  15.  p.  71 5—719.).  The  Byzantine 
writers,  Theophanct  and  Conftantine,  have  igfcorantly  prolonged 
the  term  to  1360  years  and  ridiculoufly  divide  the  weight  among 
30,000  camels. 

95  Centum  colon?  aliom  nobilitaturi  locum,  (ays  Pliny,  with  hit 
ufual  fpirit.    Hift.Natur.  zxxiv.  i&. 

sfi  We  learn  this  anecdote  from  a  f)ririted  old  woman,  who  re- 
viled to  their  faces  the  caliph  and  his  friend.  She  was  encouraged 
by  the  filence  of  Amrou  and  the  tttaiflt)  of  Moawiyah  (Abulfeda, 
Annal.  Moflcro,  p.  1 1 1.> 

youth 
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P  *  *  *•  y«mth  bf  Ararou  trw  impelled  by  tfie  paffiom  and 
prejudiced  of  his  kindred;  his  poetic  genius  was 
exercifed  in  fatirical  verfes  againft  the  perfon  and 
doftrine  of  Mahomet ;  his  dexterity  was  employed 
by  the  reigning  fa&ioft  to  purfue   the   religious 
exiles  who  had  taken  refuge  Ui  the  court  of  the 
^Ethiopian.  king97.     Yet  he  returned  from  this 
embafly,  a  fecret  profelytej  hi*  r$afon  or  his  in-. 
tereft  determined  him  to  renounce  the  worihip  of 
idols  j  he  efcaped  from  Mecca  with  his  friend  Ca- 
tad»  and  the  prophet  of  Medina  enjoyed  *t  die 
fcune  moment  the  faftisfa&ion  of  embracing  the  wp, 
firmeft  champions  of  his  caufe^     The  impatience 
pf  Amrou  to  lead  the  armies  of  the  faithful  was 
checked  by  the  reproof  of  Omar,  who  advifed 
him  not  to  feek  power  said  dominion,   fince  he 
who  is  a  fubjed  to-day,  may  be  a  prince  toMtno*-. 
row.    Yet  his  merit  tfas  not  Overlooked  by  the  two 
firit  fucceiTors  of  Mahomet ;  they  were  indebted  to 
bis -arms  for  the  conqueft  of  Paleftia*  $  and  in  all  the 
battles  and  fieges  of  Syria,  he  united  with  the 
temper  of  a  chief,  the  talour  of  ah  adventurous 
ibldier.    In  a  vifit  to  Medina,  the  caliph  expreffed 
a  wife  to  furvey  the  fword  which  had  cut  down  fo 
many  Chriftiaii  warriors :   the  fon  of  Aafi   un- 
flftathed  a  fliort  and  ordinary  fcymetar  y  and  as  he 
perceived  the  furprife  of  Omar,  "  Alas,"  faid  die 
laodeit  Saracen,  w  the  fword  itfelf,  without  the 
^  arm  of  its  maftetf,  is  neither  fliarper  nor  more- 
,?  weighty    than   the    fword    of  Pharezdak    tha 

9*  Gugnicr,  Vt*4k  Mabofn*t,  torn.  11.  p.  46*  &c.  who  quotes  tb« 
AbyAlnian  hiftoi-y,  or  rbnvmrc,  of  Abdel  Balckles.    yet  the  fa&  of 
,  tfec  eratetfPf  and  amtafiador  m*fbc  allowed. 

"poet/1 
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*  poet*V  After  the  conqueft  ef  Egypt  he  vnt  c"*** 
recalled  by  the  jeakmfy  of  the  caliph  Othman  5  i^ryurr 
but  in  the  fubfequtnt  troubles,  the  ambition  of  a 
foldier,  a  ftateftnan,  aw)  an  orator,  emerged  from 
a  private  ftation.  His  powerful  lupport,  both  in 
council  and  in  the  field,  eftablifeed  the  throne  of 
the  Ommiades ;  the  adminiftration  and  revenue  of 
Egypt  were  reftored  by  the  gratitude  of  Moawiyah 
to  a  faithful  friend  who  had  raifed  himfelf  above  the 
rank  of  a  fubje£t ;  and  Amrou  ended  his  days  in 
the  palace  and  city  which  he  had  founded  on  the 
banks*  of  the  Nile.  His  dying  fpeech  to  hfa 
children^  celebrated  by  the  Arabians  as  a  model 
of  eloquence  and  wifdom:  he  deplored  the  errors 
of  his  youth  ;  but  if  the  penitent,  was  ftiil  mfefted 
by  the  vanity  of  a  poet,  he  might  exaggerate  the 
venom  and  mifchief  of  Ins  impious  compofi* 
t*ns  * 

From  lis  camp,  in  Paleftine,  Amrou  had  fur*  imrafioa 
pnfcd  or  anticipated  the  caliph's  leave  for  th£  in*  ^  rf^Jl 
vafion:  of   Egypt100.     The  magnanimous  Omar  J00* 
trailed  in  Iris   God  and  his  fword,  which  had 

Ihakea 

&  This  laying  is  preferved  by  Pocock  (Not.  ad  Carmen  Tograi, 
p.  i840»  a,*l  juftly  applauded  by  Mr. Harris  ( Philosophical  Ar- 
rangements, p.  350.). 

99  For  the  life  and  character  of  Amrou,  fee  Ockley  (Hift.  of  tbe 
Saracens,  vol.  i.  p  28.  63.  94.  348.  341-  344.  and  to  the  end  of  the 
iohime ;  toI.  ii.  p.  51. 55.  57.  74.  110— 11a.  16a.)  and  Otter  (Mem. 
de  r  Academic  des  Infcrlptions^tom.  xxi.  p.  131, 131,).  The  readers 
of  Tacitus  may  aptly  compare  Vcfpanan  and  Mocianus,  with  Moa- 
wiyah and  Amrou.  Vert  the  refemblance  is  ftill  more  in  the  iituatioa, 
than  in  the  characlei*5  of  the  men. 

9 °°  Al  Wakidi  had  likewife  compofed  a  feparate  hiftory  of  the  con* 

qoef  of  Egypt,  which  Mr,  Pcklcy  could  never  procure  j  aad  his  owa 

:    •  inquiries 
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C  *uA  P#  &aken  *c  throne*  of  Chofroes  and  Caefar ;  but 
when  he  compared  the  flender  force  of  the  Mof- 
lems  with  the  great  net  of  the  enterprife,  he  con- 
demned his  own  raihnefs,  ind  liftened  to  his  timid 
companions.  Thte  pride  aftd  the  greatnefs  of 
Pharaoh  were  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Koran ; 
and  a  tenfold  repetition  of  prodigies  had  been 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  effeft,  not  the  vi&ory,  but 
the  flight  of  fix  hundred  thoitfand  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael :  the  cities  of  Egypt  were  many  and  po* 
pulous ;  their  archite&ure  was  ftrong  and  folid ; 
the  Nile  with  its  numerous  branches,  was  alone  an 
infuperable  barrier;  and  the  granary  of  the  Im- 
perial city  would  be  obftinately  defended  by  the 
Roman  powers.  In  this  perplexity,  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful  refigned  himfelf  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  chance,  or,  in  his  opinion,  of  providence. 
At  the  head  of  only  four  thoufand  Arabs,  the  in- 
trepid  Amrou  had  marched  away  from  his  ftarion 
of  Gaza  when  he  was  overtaken  by  the  meflenger 
of  Omar.  cc  If  you  are  flill  in  Syria,' *  iaid  the 
ambiguous  mandate,  "  retreat  without  delay  ;  but 
"  if,  at  the  receipt  of  this  epiftle,  you  have  al- 
"  ready  reached  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  advance 
"  with  confidence,  and  depend  on  the  fuccour  of 
"  God  and  of  your  brethren."  The  experience, 
perhaps  the  fecret  intelligence,  of  Amrou  had 
taught  him  to  fufpeft  the  mutability  of  courts; 

inquiries  (vol.  i.  p.  344—361)  have  added  very  little  to  the  0rigin.1l 
text  of  Eutychius  (Anna!,  turn.  »i.  p.  196—513  verf.  Pocock),the 
Melchite  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  lived  three  hundred  year* 
after  the  revolution. 

S*  tod 
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and  he  continued  his  march  till. his  tents  were  un-  c  **  A  P* 
queftionably  pitched  on  Egyptian  ground.  He 
there  aflembled  his  officer*,  broke  the  feal,  perufed 
the  epiftle,  gravely4inquired  the  name  and  fituation 
of  the  .place,  and  declared  his  ready  obedience  to 
the  coinmands  of  the  caliph.  Aftqr  a  fiege  of 
jhirty  day$,  he  took  poffeffion  of  Farmah  or  Pe- 
lufiuin  j  and  that  key  of  Egypt,  as  it  has  been  juftly 
named*  unlocked  the.  entrance  of  the  country,  as  ' 
far  as,  the  ruins  of  Jieliopolis  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  ,the  modern  Cairo. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  £Jile,  at  a  fmall  dif-  The  cities 
tance   to  the   eafl    of  the   Pyramids*  at  a  fmall  phis,  Ba~ 
diftance  to  the  Ibuth  of  the  Delta,,  Memphis,  one  &ro.,and 
hundred  and  fifty  furlongs  in  circumference,  dif> 
played  the,  magnificence  of  ancient  kings.     Under, 
the  reign  of  the  Ptolemies  and  Casfars,  the  feat  of 
government  was  removed  to  the  fea-coaft ;  the  aa* 
cient  capital  was  eclipfed  by  tfye  arts  and  opulence 
of  Alexandria;   the  palaces,  and   at  length   th$ 
temples,  were  reduced  to  a  defolate  and  ruinous 
condition:  yet  in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  and  even 
in  that  of  Conftantine,  Memphis  was  flill  number* 
ed  among  th«  greateft  and  mofl  populous  of*  the; 
provincial  cities ICI.     The   banks  of  the  Nile,  'in 
this  place   of  the  breadth  of  three  thoufand  feet, 

•OI  Strata,  an  accurate  and  attentive  fpc&ator,  obferves  of  Helio- 
polis  ivHfMf  ovf  to  w*«f«/Ao«  r,*rohii  (Geograph- 1.  xvii.  p.  1158.)  *  bu^t 
of  Memphis,  he  declares,  wox*?  £  i«-i  piyaM  n  ***  tva>$pos  hurt}* 
;*«■'  AkkZoufynon  (p.  1161.);  he  notices,  however,  the  mixture  of 
inhabitants,  and  the  ruin  of  the  palaces.  In  the  proper  Egypt,  Am- 
mianufl  enumerates  Memphis  among  the  four  cities,  maximis  urbi- 
bus  quibus  provincia  nitet  (xxii.  16.);  and  the  name  of  Memphis 
appears  with  diftinclion  in  the  Roman  Itinera*  y  and  eptfeopal  KftX 

were 
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tfere  united  by  two  bridge*  of  fixty  and  of  thirty 
boats,  conne&ed   in  the    middle   ft  ream  by  the 
fmall  ifland  of  Rouda,   which  was  covered  with 
gardens  and  habitations10*.      The  eaftern   extre- 
mity of  the  bridge  was  terminated  by  the  town  of 
Babylon  and  the  camp  of  a  Roman  legion,  which 
protefted  the  paflage  of  the  river  and  the  fecond 
capital  of  Egypt.    This  important  fortrefs,  which 
might  fairly  be  defcribed  as  a  part  of  Memphis  oc 
Mifraby  was  inverted  by  the  arms  of  the  lieutenant 
of  Omar :  a  reinforcement  of  four  tboofitad  Sara* 
tens  foon  arrived  in  his  camp;  and  the  military 
engines,  which  battered  the  walls,  may  be  imputed 
to  the  art  and  labour  of  his  Syrian  allies.    Tet  the 
fiege  was  protraSed  to  feven  months ;  and  the  rafh 
invaders  were  encompaffed  and  threatened  by  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile  to\     Their  hft  afTauk  was 
bold  and  fuccefsful  t  they  pafled  the  ditch,  which 
had  been  fortified  with  iron  fpikes,  applied  their 
failing-ladders,  entered  the  fortrefs  with  the  fhout 
of  "  God  is  viftorious  !"  and  drove  the  remnant 
of  the  Greeks  to  their  boats  and  the  ifle  of  Rouda. 
The  fpot  was  afterwards  recommended  to  the  con- 
queror by  the  eafy  communication  with  the  gulf  and 

«°»  Thefe  rare  and  curious  fccls,  the  breadth  (3946  feet)  and  the 
bridge  of  the  Nile,  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  DanHh  trarcller  and 
the  Nubian  geographer  (p.  98.). 

,0i  From  the  month  of  April,  the  Nile  begins  imperceptibly  is 
life:  the  fwtll  becomeftftrong  and  vifible  in  the  moon  after  the  fum- 
tner  firfftice  (Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  y.  io.)»  and  is  ufually  proclaimed  at 
Cairo  00  St.  Peter's  day  (June  19).  A  regi  rter  oi  thirty  fncccffif* 
year*  marks  the  greateft  height  of  the  waters  between  July  *s  *** 
Auguft  18  (Maillet,  Defcription  dc  T£gypte,  lettre  xt.  p.  67 ,  &e. 
Pocock>Defc:iption  of  the  Eaft,  vol  i.  p.  aoo.  Shaw's  Tntrels, 

the 
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&e  peamfula  of  Arabia:  the  rettftfes  tf  Mmpti*  c  H?A** 
were  deflated ;  the  tents  of  the  Arab*  WW  court- 
ed into  permanent  habitations :  and  tbe.firft  iuofch 
was  bleffed  by  the  prefencc  of  fomrfcare  compa-r 
niomof  Mahomet104.  A  new  city  arofe  in  their 
camp  on  the  eaftward  bank  of  the  Nile ;  and  the 
contigaotts  quarters  of  Babylon  and  Foftat  are  coj> 
founded  in  their  prefent  decay  by  the  appellation  of 
old  Mifrah  or  Cairo,  of  which  they  form  an  extenfura 
fuburb.  But  the  name  of  Cairo,  the  town  of  vie-, 
lory,  mere  ftri&ly  belongs  to  the  modern  capita^ 
which  was  founded  in  the  tenth  century  by  the 
Fatimke  caliphs  ,05.  It  has  gradually  seceded  from 
the  river,  but  the  continuity  of  buildings  may  be 
traced  by,  an  attentive  eye  from  the  monuments  of 
Sefoftris  to  thofe  of  Saladin l0V 

Yet  the  Arabs,  after  a  glorious  and  profitable  voluntary 
enterprife,  muft  have  retreated  to  the  defert,  had  ^Sf00 
ihey  not  found  a  powerful  alliance  in  the  heart  of  ?£$■;££ 

A.D.6*£ 

104  Murtadi,  Merveilles  de  TEgypte,  14J— 259.  He  expatiates  on 
the  fubje&  with  the  zeal  and  minutenefe  of  a  Citizen  and  a  bigot, 
and  his  local  traditions  have  a  ftrong  air  of  truth  aad  accuracy. 

»°s  D'Herbelut,  BibUotheque  Orientale,  p.  ajj. 

lc*  The  pofition  of  New  and  of  Old  Cairo  is  well  known,  and  hat 
been  often  defcribed.  Two  writer*  who  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  ancient  and  modern  Kgypt,  have  fixed,  after  a  learned  inquiry, 
the  city  of  Memphis  atGiz*£,dircftly  oppoute  the  Old  Cairo  (Sicard, 
Nouveaux  Memoires  des  Millions  du  Levant,  torn.  vi.  p.  5, 6.  Shaw's 
Obfervations  and  Travels,  p.  496—304.).  Yet  we  may  not  difre- 
gard  the  authority  or  the-  arguments  of  Pocock  (vol.  i.  p.  15— 41.), 
Nitbuhr  (Voyage,  tom.h  77.-106.),  and,  above  all,  ofd'Antitte 
(Oefcription  de  TEgypte,  p.  1x1,  u*.  no — 149.),  who  have  re- 
moved Memphis  towards  the  village  of  Mohannah,  fomc  mile* 
farther  to  the  fouth.  In  their  heat,  the  dtlputants  haveJbrgot  that 
the  ample  fp?ce  of  a  metropolis  covers  and  annihilates  the  far 
H?rater  part  gf  the  cojitrovcrfy. 

'the 
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^  HA  P.  the  country.  The  rapid  conquefl:  of  Alexander 
y  -y«. -»  was  affifted  by  the  fuperflition  and  revolt  of  the 
natives;  they  abhorred  their  Perfian  oppreflbrs^ 
the  difciples  of  the  Magi,  who  had  burnt  the  temples 
of  Egypt,  and  feafted  with  Jbcrilegious  appetite  oa 
the  flelh  of  the  god  Apis  f°7.  After  a  period  of 
ten  centuries  the  lame  revolution  was  renewed  by  a 
fimilar  caufe ;  and  in  the  fupport  of  an  iacompre- 
henfible  creed,  the  zeal  of  the  Coptic  Chriftians  was 
equally  ardent.  I  have  already  explained  the  ori-f 
gin  and  progrefs  of  the  Monophyfite  controverfy, 
and  the  perfecution  of  the .  emperors,  which  con- 
verted a  feet  into  a  nation,  and  alienated  Egypt 
from  their  religion  and  government.  The  Sara- 
cens were  received  as  the  deliverers  of  the  Jacobite 
church ;  and  a  fecret  and.  eflettual  treaty  was 
opened  during  the  liege  of  Memphis  between  a 
vi&orious  army  and  su  people  of  flaves.  A  rich 
and  noble  Egyptian,  of  the  name  of  Mokawkas, 
had  diffembled  his  faith  to  obtain  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  province :  in  the  diforders  of  the  Perfian 
war  he  afpired  to  independence :  the  embaflfy  of 
Mahomet  ranked  him  among  princes  ->  but  he  de- 
clined, with  rich  gifts  and  ambiguous  compliments, 
the  propofal  of  a  new  religion  '°*.     The  abufe  of 

his 

i  7  See  Herodotus,  1.  iii.  c.  17,18,  29.  JEUan.  Hift.  Var.  1.  i>\  c.  *. 
Suida?  in  fljecit  tom.ii.  p.  774.  Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  ii.  l.xvii  p.  107. 
edit.  WeHtling.  Twftfg*^  ta^^kotu*  h;  tu  u£4»  fays  the  bit  of 
thrfc  hiftoi  iaiis. 

laB  Mokawkas  frnt  the  prophet  two  Coptic  damfels,  with  two 
maids,  and  one  eunuch,  as  alabafter  vafe,  an  ingot  of  pure  gold,  ofl, 
honey,  and  the  fineft  white  linen  of  Egypt,  with  an  horfe,  a  mutt, 
and  an  afs,  diftinguifbed  by  their  refpccYive  qualifications.    The 

cmbaffy 
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his  truft  expofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  Hera-  Chap* 
dius ;  his  fubmiflion  was  delayed  by  arrog{inc6 
and  fear ;  and  his  confcience  was  prompted  by  in- 
tereft  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  favour  of  the  nation 
and  the  fupport  of  the  Saracens.  In  his  firft  con- 
ference with  Amrou,  he  heard  without  indignation 
the  ufual  option  of  the  Koran,  the  tribute^  or  the 
fword."  "  The  Greeks,"  replied  Mokawkas*  "  are 
"  determined  to  abide  the  determination  of  the 
"  fword;  but  with  the  Greeks  I  defire  no  com- 
"  munion,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the  next,  and  I 
"  abjure  for  ever  the  Byzantine  tyrant,  his  fynod  of 
<c  Chalcedon,  and  his  Melchite  flaves.  For  myfelf 
"  and  my  brethren,  we  are  refolved  to  live  and  die 
"  in  the  profeffion  of  the  gofpel  and  unity  of  Chrift, 
u  It  is  impoffible  for  us  to  embrace  the  revelations 
u  of  your  prophet ;  but  we  are  defirous  of  peace* 
*  and  cheerfully  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  and  obedi* 
"  ence  to  his  temporal  fucceffors."  The  tribute 
was  afcertained  at  two  pieces  of  gold  for  the  head 
of  every  Chriftian ;  but  old  men,  monks,  women, 
and  children,  of  both  fexes*  under  fixteen  years 
of  age, 'wore  exempted  from  this  perfonal  affeff- 
ment ;  the  Copts  above  and  below  Memphis  fwore 
allegiance  to  the  caliph,  and  promifed  an  hofpi* 
table  entertainment  of  three  days  to  every  Muful. 
fcian  who  Ihould  travel  through  their  country-  By 
this  charter  of  fecurity,  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil ' 
tyranny  of  the  Melchites  was  deftroyed  ,09 :  the 

ana- 

entbafly  of  Mahomet  was  difpatcbed  from  Medina  in  the  feventh 
year  of  the  Hegha  (A.  D.  6»8.)-  See  Qagnier  (Vic  dc  Mahomet* 
tdm.  ii.  p.  255,  aj6.  303.),  from  Al  Jannabi. 

■°9  1*he  prefecture  of  Egypt,  and  the  conduit  of  the  war,  had 
been  trufted  by  HcracHustothe  patriarch  Cyrus  (Theophan.  p.  aSo, 

Vol.  IX.  Ff  »tt«) 
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chap,  anathemas  of  St.  Cyril  were  thundered  from  every 
pulpit;  and  the  facred  edifices,  with  the  patri- 
mony of  the  church,  were  reftored  to  the  national 
communion  of  the  Jacobites,  who  enjoyed  without 
moderation  the  moment  of  triumph  and  revenge. 
At  the  preffing  fummons  of  Amrou,  their  patri- 
arch Benjamin  emerged  from  his  defert j  and,  after 
the  firfl  interview,  the  courteous  Arab  afie&ed  to 
declare,  that  he  had  never  converted  with  a  Chrif- 
tian  prieft  of  more  innocent  manners  and  a  more 
venerable  afpeft110.  In  the  march  from  Mem- 
phis to  Alexandria  the  lieutenant  of  Omar  en- 
trufted  his  lafety  to  the  zeal  and  gratitude  of  the 
Egyptians :  the  roads  and  bridges  were  diligently 
repaired ;  and  in  every  ftep  of  his  progrefs,  he 
could  depend  on  a  conftant  fupply  of  provifions 
and  intelligence.  The  Greeks  of  Egypt,  whofe 
numbers  could  fcarcely  equal  a  tenth  of  the  natives, 
were  overwhelmed  by  the  univerfal  defe&ion ;  they 
had  ever  been  hated,  they  were  n6  longer  feared  : 
(he  magiftrate  fled  from  his  tribunal,  the  bifhop 
from  his  altar  ;  and  the  diftant  garrifons  were  fur- 
pitted  or  flarved  by  the  furrounding  multitudes. 
Had  not  the  Nile  afforded  a  fafe  and  ready  con- 
veyance to  the  fea,  not  an  individual  could  have 

•Si.)-  •*  In  Spain/'  laid  James  II.  "  do  you  not  confuli  your 
priefts  ?M  •«  We  do,"  replied  the  Catholic  ambaflador,  ««  and  our 
"  affairs  fuccecd  accordingly/*  I  know  not  how  to  relate  the  plans 
©f  Cyrus,  of  paying  tribute  without  impairing  the  revenue,  and  of 
converting  Omar  by  his  marriage  with  the  emperor's  daughter  (Nl- 
cepaor.  Breviar.  p.  17,  it.). 

"•  Sec  the  life  of  Benjamin,  in  Renaudot  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex- 
drin.  p.  15$— 17».)»  wno  na§  enriched  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  with 
fome  facls  from  the  Arabic  text  of  Scverus  the  Jacobite  hiftoriaa. 

7  cfcaped, 
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cfcaped,  who  by  birth,  or  language,  Of  oifice,  c  *{£*•' 
or  religion,  was  conne&ed  with  theif  odious  \**>^& 
name. 

By  the  retreat  of  the  Greeks  from  the  provinces  Siege  and 
of  Upper  Egypt,  a  confiderable  force  was  colle&ed  SrSS 
in  the  ifland  of  Delta:  the  natural  and  artificial  «dria. 
channel*  of  the  Nile  affortted  a  fuccefflon  of  ftrong 
and  defeniible  pofts  ;  and  the  road  to  Alexandria 
was  laborioufly  cleared  by  the  vi&ory  of  the  Sara- 
cens in  two  and  twenty  days  of  general  or  partial 
combat.  In  their  annals  of  conqudft,  th£  fiege 
of  Alexandria  ■"  is  perhaps  the  moft  arduous  and 
important  enterprife.  The  firft  trading  city  in  the 
world  was  abundantly  replenished  with  the  means 
of  fubfiftence  and  defence.  Her  numerous  inha- 
bitants fought  for  the  deareft  of  human  rights,  re- 
ligion and  property  ;  and  the  enmity  of  the  natives 
feemed  to  exclude  them  from  the  common  benefit 
of  peace  and  toleration.  The  fea  was  continually 
open }  and  if  HeracKus  had  been  awake  to  the 
public  diftrefs,  frelh  armies  of  Romans  and  Bar- 
barians might  have  been  poured  into  the  harbour 
to  fave  the  fecond  capital  of  the  empire.  A  cir- 
cumference of  ten  miles  would  have  Scattered  the 
forces  of  the  Greeks,  and  favoured  the  ftratagems \ 
of  an  a£Hve  enemy ;  but  the  two  fides  of  an  obfcrfig 
fquare  were  covered  by  the  fea  and  the  lake  Ma- 

"'  The  local  defcriptiori  of  Alexandria  is  perfectly  afcertamed  bjr 
the  mafter  hand  of  the  firft  of  geographers  (d*Anville,  Mcmoire  fur 
rEgyptc,  p.  5  a — 65.)  j  but  we  may  Borrow  the  eyes  of  the  modern 
travellers,  more  especially  of  1  hcvenot  (Voyage  au  Levant,  part  1. 
p.  3*2— ivsO*  Pocock  (vol.  i.  p.  a— u*)»  *nd  Niebuhr  (Voyage  ea 
Arabie,  torn.  L  p.  34—430-  of  tne  two  modern  rivals,  Sarary  and 
Volney,  the  one  may  amufe,  the  other  will  inftruft. 

F  f  %  racotis, 
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raeotis,  and  each  of  the  narrow  ends  expofed  a  front 
of  no  more  than  ten  furlongs.  The  efforts  of  the 
Arabs  were  not  inadequate  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
attempt  and  the  value  of  the  prize.  From  the 
throne  of  Medina,  the  eyes  of  Omar  were  fixed  on 
the  camp  and  city :  his  voice  excited  to  arms  the 
Arabian  tribes  and  the  veterans  of  Syria ;  and  the 
merit  of  an  holy  war  was  recommended  by  the  pe- 
culiar fame  and  fertility  of  Egypt.  Anxious  for  the 
ruin  or  expuliion  of  their  tyrants,  the  faithful  na- 
tives devoted  their  labours  to  the  fervice  of  Amrou ; 
fome  fparks  of  martial  fpirit  were  perhaps  rekindled 
by  the  example  of  their  allies ;  and  the  fanguine 
hopes  of  Mokawkas  had  fixed  his  fepulchre  in  the 
church  of  St.  John  of  Alexandria.  Eutychius  the 
patriarch  obferves,  that  the  Saracens  fought  with 
the  courage  of  lions  ;  they  repulfed  the  frequent  and 
almoft  daily  fallies  of  the  befieged,  and  foon  affaulted 
in  their  turn  the  walls  and  towers  of  the  city*  In 
every  attack,  the  fword,  the  banner  of  Amrou,  glit- 
tered in  the  van  of  the  Modems.  On  a  memorable 
day,  he  was  betrayed  by  his  imprudent  valour :  his 
followers  who  had  entered  the  citadel  were  driven 
back ;  and  the  general,  with  a  friend  and  a  Have, 
remained  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Chriflians. 
When  Amrou  was  condu&ed  before  the  praefeft, 
he  remembered  his  dignity  and  forgot  his  fituation ; 
a  lofty  demeanour,  and  refolute  language,  revealed 
the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph,  and  the  battle-axe  of  a 
foldier  was  already  raifed  to  ftrike  off  the  head  of 
the  audacious  captive.  His  life  was  faved  by  the 
readinefs  of  his  flave,  who  inftantly  gave  his  matter 
a  blow  on  the  face,  and  commanded  him,  with  an 
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angry  tone,  to  be  filent  in  the  prefence  of  his  fu-  c  **  * F" 

periors.     The  credulous  Greek  was  deceived  $  he 

liftened  to  the  offer  of  a  treaty,  and  his  prifoner? 

were  difmifled  in  the  hope  of  a  more  refpe&abte 

embafly,  till  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  camp 

announced  the  return  of  their  general,  and  infulted 

the  folly  of  the  infidels.     At  length,  after  a  fiege 

of  fourteen  months  "*,  and  the  lofs  of  three  and 

twenty  thoufand  men,  the  Saracens  prevailed :  the 

Greeks  embarked  their  difpirited  and  diminifhed 

numbers,  and  the  ftandard  of  Mahomet  was  planted 

on  the  walls  of  the  capital  of  Egypt.     "  I  have 

"  taken,"  faid  Amrou  to  the  caliph,  "  the  great 

"  city  of  the  Weft.     It  is   impoffible  for  me  to 

"  enumerate  the  variety  of  its  riches  and  beauty ; 

"  and  I  ftiall  content  myfelf  with  oblerving,  that 

"  it  contains  four  thoufand  palaces,  four  thoufand 

c*  baths,  four  hundred  theatres  or  places  of  amufe- 

44  ment,  twelve  thoufand  fliops  for  the  fale  of  ve- 

44  getable  food,  and  forty  thoufand  tributary  Jews* 

44  The  town  has  been  fubdued  by  force  of  arms, 

44  without  treaty  or  capitulation,  and  the  Moflems 

44  are  impatient  to   feize  the  fruits  of  their  vic- 

44  tory111."     The  commander  of  the  faithful  re- 

«*  Both  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  319.)  and  Elmacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p.  2S.)  concur  in  filing  the  taking  of  Alexandria  to  Friday 
of  the  new  moon  of  Moharram  of  the  twentieth  year  of  the  Hegira 
(December  22,  A,.  D.  640.)-  In  reckoning  backwards  fourteen 
months  fpent  before  Alexandria,  feven  months  before  Babylon,  &cf 
Amrou  might  have  invaded  Egypt  about  the  end  of  the  year  638  : 
but  we  are  allured,  that  he  entered  the  country  the  12th  of  Bayni, 
**fa  of  June  (Murtadi,  Merveilles  de  l'Egypte,  p.  164.  Severus, 
apud  Renaudot,  p.  162.).  The  Saracen,  and  afterwards  Lewis IX. 
of  France,  halted  at  Pelufium,  or  Damietta,  during  the  feafon  of  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile. 

"J  Eutych.  Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  316.  319.  y 

Ff3  je$tf 
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GgAP.  je&ed  with  firmnefs  the  idea  of  pillage,  and  directed 
his  lieutenant  to  referve  the  wealth  and  revenue  of 
Alexandria  for  the  public  fervice  and  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  faith ;  the  inhabitants  were  numbered; 
a  tribute  was  impofed ;  the  zeal  and  refeatment  of 
the  Jacobites  were  curbed,  and  the  Melchites  who 
fubmitted  to  the  Arabian  yoke,  were  indulged  in 
the  obfcure  but  tranquil  exercife  of  their  worfliip. 
The  intelligence  of  this  difgraceful  and  calamitous 
event  afflifted  the  declining  health  of  the  emperor  \ 
and  Heraclius  died  of  a  dropfy  about  feven  weeks 
softer  the  lofs  of  Alexandria ,I4.  Under  the  mino- 
rity of  his  grandfon,  the  clamours  of  a  people,  de- 
prived of  their  daily  fuftenance,  compelled  the 
Byzantine  court  to  undertake  the  recovery  of  the 
capital  of  Egypt.  In  the  fpace  of  four  years,  the 
harbour  a|id  fortifications  of  Alexandria  were  twice 
occupied  by  a  fleet  and  army  of  Romans.  They 
were  twice  expelled  by  the  valour  of  Amrou,  who 
tirs  recalled  by  the  domeftic  peril  from  the  diftant 
wars  of  Tripoli  and  Nubia.  But  the  facility  of 
the  attempt,  the  repetition  of  the  infult,  and  the 
pbftinacy  of  the  refiftance,  provoked  him  to  fwear, 
Jhat  if  a  third  time  he  drove  the  infidels  into  the 
fea,  he  would  render  Alexandria  as  acceffible  on 
all  fides  as  the  houfe  of  a  proftitute.  Faithful  to 
his  promife,    he  difinantled  feveral  parts    of  the 

"*  Notwithftanriing  fomc  inconfiftencics  of  Theophanes  and  Cc- 
dn  rus,  the  accuracy  of  Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  ij.  p.  8*4.)  has  extrad- 
cti  from  Niccphonis  and  the  Cbronicon  Oriental  the  true  date  of 
the  death  of  Heraclius,  February  nt*,  A.D.  64.1,  fifty  days  after 
the  lofs  of  Alexandria.  A  fourth  of  that  time  wa»  fufficicnt  to  con- 
vey the  intelligence. 

walls 
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walls  and  towers,  but  the  people  was  fpared  in  the  c  ^A  *• 
chaftifement  of  the  city,  and  the  mofch  of  Mercy  v^v-^> 
was  erefted  on  the  fpot  where  the  vi&orious  gene- 
ral had  flopped  the  fury  of  his  troops. 

I  ihould  deceive  the  expe&ation  of  the  reader,  if  I  The  Alex- 
pafled  in  filence  the  fate  of  the  Alexandrian  library,  library. 
as  it  is  defcribed  by  the  learned  Abulpharagius.  The 
fpirit  of  Amrou  was  more  curious  and  liberal  than 
that  of  his  brethren,  and  in  his  leifure  hours,  the 
Arabian  chief  was  pleafed  with  the  converfation  of 
John,  the  laft  difciple  of  Ammonius,  and  who  deriv- 
ed the  furname  of  Philoponus<>  from  his  laborious 
fiudies  of  grammar  and  philofophy ,,s.  Embolden- 
ed by  this  familiar  intercourfe,  Philoponus  pre- 
fumed  to  folicit  a  gift,  ineftimable  in  his  opinion, 
contemptible  in  that  of  the  Barbarians ;  the  royal 
library,  which  alone,  among  the  fpoils  of  Alex- 
andria, had  not  been  appropriated  by  the  vifit 
and  the  feal  of  the  conqueror.  Amrou  was  in- 
clined to  gratify  the  wifh  of  the  grammarian,  but 
his  rigid  integrity  refufed  to  alienate  the  minuteft 
objeft  without  the  confent  of  the  caliph ;  and  the 
well-known  anfwer  of  Omar  was  infpired  by  the 
ignorance  of  a  fanatic.  "  If  thefe  writings  of  the 
"  Greeks  agree  with  the  book  of  God,  they  are 
ufelefs  and  need  not  be  preferred:  if  they 
difagree,   they  are  pernicious  and  ought  to  be 


a 


»*  Many  treaties  of  this  lover  of  labour  (9iXo**m<)  arc  ftill  ex. 
tant  '9  but  for  readers  of  the  prefentage,  the  printed  and  unpublifli- 
ed  arc  nearly  in  the  fame  predicament.  Mofes  and  Ariftotle  arc  the 
chief  objects  of  his  verbofe  commentaries,  one  of  which  is  dated  at 
early  as  May  10th,  A.D.  6x7  (Fabric. Bibliot.  Grxc.  torn.  ix.  p.  4<;8 
— 46S.).  A  modern  (John  Le  Clerc),  who  fometimes  aflumed  the 
ihme  name,  was  equal  to  old  Philoponus  in  diligence,  and  far  fu. 
pcrior  in  good  fenfe  and  real  knowledge. 

F  f  4  «  deftroyed." 
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C  *l?A  P'  "  deftroyed.'*  The  fentence  was  executed  with 
blind  obedience :  the  volumes  of  paper  or  parch? 
ment  were  diftributed  to  the  four  thoufand  baths  of 
the  city ;  and  fuch  was  their  incredible  multitude 
that  fix  months  were  barely  fufficient  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  this  precious  fuel.  Since  the  Dynafties 
of  Abulpharagius'16  have  been  given  to  the  world 
in  a  Latin  verfion,  the  tale  has  been  repeatedly 
tranferibed;  and  every  fcholar,  with  pious  indig- 
natipn,  has  deplored  the  irreparable  ihipwreck  of 
the  learning,  the  arts,  and  the  genius,  of  antiquity, 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  ftrongly  tempted  to  deny 
both  the  fa&  and  the  ccnfequenccs.  The  fatt  is 
indeed  marvellous;  "  Read  and  wonder!"  fays 
the  hiftorian  himfelf :  and  the  folitary  report  of  a 
ftranger  who  wrote  at  the  end  of  fix  hundred  years 
on  the  confines  of  Media,  is  overbalanced  by  the 
filence  of  two  annalifts  of  a  more  early  date,  both 
Chriilians,  both  natives  of  Egypt,  and  the  moft 
ancient  of  whom,  the  patriarch  Eutychius,  has 
amply  defcribed  the  conqueft  of  Alexandria117, 
The  rigid  fentence  of  Omar  is  repugnant  to  the 
found  and  orthodox  precept  of  the  Mahometan  ca- 
fuifts:  they  exprefsly  declare,  that  the  religious 
books  of  the  Jews  and  Christians,  which  are  ac- 

»6  Abulpharag.  Dyuaft.  p.  114  verf.  Pocock.  Audi  quid  faclom 
fit  et  mirare.  It  would  be  eiullefs  to  enumerate  the  moderns  who 
have  wondered  and  believed,  but  I  may  diftinguifh  with  honour  the 
rational  fecpticifm  of  Kenaudot  (Hift.  Alex.  Patriarch,  p.  170.): 
hiftoria  ....  habet  aliquid  aw»r«  ut  Arabibus  frmiliare  eft. 

"7  This  curious  anecdote  will  be  vainly  fought  in  the  annals  of 
Eutychiusjnd  the  Saracenic  hiftory  of  Elmacin.  The  filence  of 
Abulfcda,  Murtadt,  and  a  crowd  of  Modems,  is  lcfs  conclufivc 
from  their  ignorance  of  ChriftLan  literature. 

quired 
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quired  by  the  right  of  war,  fhould  never  be  com*  c  **  *  *• 
mitted  to  the  flames ;  and  that  the  works  of  pro- 
fane fcience,  hiftorians  or  poets,  phyficians  or  phi- 
lofophers,  may  be  lawfully  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  faithful "•.     A  more  deftru&ive  zeal  may  per* 
haps  be  attributed  to  the  firft  fucceffors  of  Maho- 
met ;  yet  in  this  inftance,  the  conflagration  would 
have  fpeedily  expired  in  the  deficiency  of  materials. 
I  (hall  not  recapitulate  the  difafters  of  the  Alexan- 
drian library,  the  involuntary  flame  that  was  kindled 
by  Caefar  in  his  own  defence"9,  or  the  mifchie- 
vous  bigotry  of  the  Chriftians  who  ftudied  to  de- 
ftroy  the  monuments  of  idolatry  l*°.     But  if  we 
gradually  defcend  from  the  age  of  the  Antonines 
to  that  of  Theodofius,  we  (hall  learn  from  a  chain 
pf  contemporary  witnefles,  that  the  royal  palace 
and  the  temple  of  Serapis  no  longer  contained  the 
four, '  or  the  feven,  hundred  thoufand   volumes, 
which  had  been  affembled  by  the  curiofity  and 
magnificence  of  the  Ptolemies  "\      Perhaps  the 

118  See  Reland,  de  Jure  Militari  Moharomedanorum,  in  his  iii* 
▼olume  of  Diflcrtations,  p.  37.  The  reafon  for  not  burning  the 
religious  books  of  the  Jews  or  Chriftians,  is  derived  from  the  reipeft 
that  is  due  to  the  name  of  God. 

"9  Confult  the  colle&ions  of  Frentheim  (Supplement.  Livian. 
c.  1  a.  43)  and  Uflicr  (Annal.  p.  469.)*  Livy  himfelf  had  ftylcd  the 
Alexandrian  library,  elegantiss  regum  curseque  egregium  opus  5  a 
liberal  encomium,  for  which  he  is  pertly  criticifed  by  the  narrow 
ftoicifm  of  Seneca  (De  TranquilUtate  Anion,  c.  9.)*  whofe  wifiiom 
on  this  occafion,  deviates  into  nonfenfe. 

lao  See  this  Hiftory,  vol.  v.  p.  in. 

141  Aulus  GelHus  (Noftes  Atticse,  vi,  17.),  Ammianus  Marcel, 
linns  (xxii.  i6.)i  and  Orofius  (1.  vi.  c.  15.).  They  all  fpeak  in  the 
fafi  teafe,  an4  the  words  of  Ammianu*  are  remarkably  ftrong  t 
fuerunt  Bibliothecae  innumerabiles  \  et  loquitur  monumentorum 
vctcfiwg  concinens  fides,  &c. 

church 
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CHAp.  phurch  and  feat  of  the  patriarchs  might  be  enriched 
with  a  repofitory  of  books ;  but  if  the  ponderous 
xnafs  [of  Arian  and  Monophyfite  controverfy  were 
indeed  confumed  in  the  public  baths  ,a%  a  philo- 
fopher  may  allow,  with  a  finite,  that  it  was  ulti- 
mately devoted  to  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  fin- 
cerely  regret  the  more  valuable  libraries  which 
have  been  involved  in  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire;  but  when  I  ferioufly  compute  the  lapfe  of 
ages,  the  wafte  of  ignorance,  and  the  calamities 
of  war,  our  treafures,  rather  than  our  lofies,  are  the 
objett  of  my  furprife.  Many  curious  and  intereft* 
ing  feSs  are  buried  in  oblivion ;  the  three  great 
hiftorians  of  Rome  have  been  tranfmitted  to  our 
hands  in  a  mutilated  ftate,  and  we  are  deprived  of 
many  pleating  compofitions  of  the  lyric,  iambic, 
and  dramatic  poetry  of  the  Greeks.  Yet  we  Ihould 
gratefully  remember,  that  the  mifchances  of  thne 
and  accident  have  fpared  the  claflic  works  to  which 
the  fuffirage  of  antiquity"'  had  adjudged  the 
firft  place  of  genius  and  glory:  the  teachers  of 
ancient  knowledge,  who  are  dill  extant,  had  perufed 
and  compared  the  writings  of  their  predeceflbrs  "+ ; 

nor 

***  Renaudot  anfwers  for  verflons  of  the  Bible,  Hrxapla  Catena 
Patrum,  Commentaries,  &c.  (p.  170.)*  Our  Alexandrian  MS.  if 
it  cane  from  Egypt,  and  not  from  Conftantinople  or  monnt  Athos 
(Wefteia,  Frolegom.  ad  N.  T.  p.  S,  *c.)»  might  pofihtj  be  among 
tliem. 

**i  I  have  often  perufed  with  pleafure  a-  chapter  of  Quinriiiaa 
(Inftitut.  Orator,  x.  1.),  in  which  that  judicious  critic  enumerates 
and  appreciates  the  fcries  of  Greek  and  Latin  dailies. 

nt  Such  as  Galen,  Pliny,  Ariftotle,  dec.  On  this  fubjeft  Wot- 
ton  (Reflexions  on  ancient  and  modern  Learning,  p*  85—95.) 
argues  with  folid  fenfe,  againft  the  lively  exrtic  fancits  of  $r 

William 
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nor  can  it  fairly  be  prdumed  that  any  important  chap. 
truth,  any  ufeful  difcoyery  in  1  art  or  nature,  has  %^-y^ 
been  (hatched  away  from  the  curiofity  of  modem 
ages. 

In  the  adminiftration  of  Egypt  x*s,  Amrou  ba*  Admini- 
lanced  the  demands  of  juftice  and  policy  ;  the  in-  jg?*'™  of 
tereft  of  the  people  of  the  law,  who  were  defended 
by  God ;  and  of  the  people  of  the  alliance,  who 
were  prote&ed  by  man.  In  the  recent  tumult  of 
conqueft  and  deliverance,  the  tongue  of  the  Copts 
^nd  the  fword  of  the  Arabs  were  moll  adverfe  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  province.  To  the  former, 
Amrou  declared,  that  faction  and  falfehood  would 
be  doubly  chaftifed;  by  the  punifhment  of  the 
accufers,  whom  he  fiiould  deteft  as  his  perfonal 
enemies,  and  by  the  promotion  of  their  innocent 
hrethren,  whom  their  envy  had  laboured  to  injure 
and  fupplant.  He  excited  the  latter  by  the  mo- 
tives of  religion  and  honour  to  fuftain  the  dignity 
of  their  chara&er,  to  endear  themfelves  by  a  mo - 
deft  and  temperate  conduct  to  God  and  the  caliph, 
to  fpare  and  prote&  a  people  who  had  trufted  to 
their  faith,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  the  le- 
gitimate and  fplendid  rewards  of  their  vi&ory.  In 
the  management  of  the  revenue  he  difapproved  the 
fimple  but  oppreffive  mode  of  a  capitation,  and 
preferred  with  reafon  a  proportion  of  taxes,   de- 

William  Temple.  The  contempt  of  the  Greeks  for  Barbari? 
feience,  woukl  fcarceTy  admit  the  Indian  or  iErhiopic  books  into 
the  library  of  Alexandria  ;  nor  is  it  proved  that  philofopby  has  fuf- 
tained  any  real  loft  from  their  exclufion. 

JlJ  This  curious  and  authentic  intelligence  of  Murtadi  (p.  284— 
489.)  has  not  been  difeovered  either  by  Mr.  Ockley,  or  by  the  felf. 
fufficient  compilers  of  the  Modem  Univerlal  Hiftory. 

duSed 
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duded  on  every  branch  from  the  clear  profits  of 

agriculture  and  commerce.     A  third  part  of  the 

tribute  was  appropriated  to  the  annual  repairs  of 

the  dykes  and  canals,   fo  eflential  to  the  public 

••-    welfare.     Under  his  adminiftration  the  fertility  of 

Egypt  fupplied  the  dearth  of  Arabia ;  and  a  firing 

of  camels,  laden  with  corn  and  provifions,  covered 

almoft  without  an  interval    the   long  road   from 

Memphis  to  Jfredina 116.     But  the  genius  of  Amrou 

foon  renewed  the  maritime  communication  which 

had  been  attempted  or  atchieved  by  the  Pharaohs, 

the  Ptolemies,  or  the  Caefars  ;  and  a  canal,  at  leaft 

eighty  miles  in  length,  was  opened  from  the  Nile 

to  the  Red  Sea.     This  inland  navigation,  which 

would    have   joined    the  Mediterranean  and  the 

Indian  ocean,  was  foon  discontinued  as  ufelefs  and 

dangerous:    the   throne  was   removed   from  Me* 

dina  to  Damafcus ;    and  the  Grecian  fleets  might 

have  explored  a  paffage    to   the  holy   cities   of 

Arabia1*7. 

Rich«  of  his  new  conqueft,  the  caliph  Omar  had  an 

and  popu-    9  *  .  r 

loufutfo.     imperfeft  knowledge  from  the  voice  of  fame  and 

the  legends  of  the  Koran.     He  requefled  that  his 

lieutenant  would  place  before  his  eyes  the  realm  of 

Pharaoh  and  the  Amalekites ;  and  the  anfwer  of 

Amrou  exhibits  a  lively  and  not  unfaithful  picture 

f*6  Eutychius,  Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  320.    Elmacin,  Hift.  Saracen. 
P-  35- 

117  On  thefe  ebfeure  canal*,  the  reader  may  try  to  fattsfy  hin*JcIf 
from  d'Auville  (Mem.  fur  I'Egypte,  p.  108— up.  124. 13a.),  and  a 
learned  thefts  maintained  and  printed  at  StraJburg  in  the  year  1770 
(Jungendorum  marium  fluviorumquc  molimina,  p.  39—47*  6S— 70  ). 
Even  the  fupine  Turks  haye  agitated  the  old  project  of  joining  the 
two  feas  (MeraoircB  du  Baron  dc  Tott,  torn,  iy*)* 

of 
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of  that  Angular  country1**.     *'  O  commander  of  c  HA  p. 

"  the  faithful,  Egypt  is  a  compound  of  black  earth 

"  and  green  plants,  between  a  pulverifed  mountain 

"  and  a  red  fand.      The  diftance  from  Syene  to 

u  the  fea  is  a  month's  journey  for  an  horfeman. 

cc  Along  the  valley  defcends  a  river,  on  which  the 

"  bleffing  of  the  Moft  High  fepofes  both  in  the 

u  evening  and  morning,  and  which  rifes  and  fell* 

"  with   the   revolutions    of  the   fun   and  moon. 

cc  When   the    annual   difpenfation  of  providence 

"  unlocks  the  fprings  and  fountains  that  nourifli 

"  the  earth,  the  Nile  rolls  his  fwelling  and  found- 

"  ing  waters  through  the   realm  of  Egypt :   the 

"  fields,  are  overfpread  by  the  falutary  flood  ;  and 

<c  the  villages  communicate  with    each   Other   in 

"  their  painted  barks.     The  retreat  of  the  inunda- 

"  tion  depofits  a  fertilizing  mud  for  the  reception 

*4  of  the  various  feeds :    the  crowds  of  huftand- 

cc  men  who  blacken  the  land  may  be  compared 

€C  to  a  fwarm  of  induftrious  ants  j   and  their  na- 

"  tive  indolence  is  quickened  by  the  lafh  of  the. 

"  tafk-mafter,  and  the  promife  of  the  flowers  and 

"  fruits  of  a  plentiful  increafe.      Their   hope    is 

"  feldom  deceived;    but    the   riches  which    they 

"  extraft  from  the  wheat,  the  barley,  and  the  rice, 

iC  the  legumes,  the  |fruit-trees,  and  the  cattle,  are 

"  unequally  fhared  between  thofe  who  labour  and 

**  A  fmall  volume,  des  MerveUles,  &c  de  rigyptr,  compoted 
in  thexiiitk  century  by  MurUdi  of  Cairo,  and  tranflated  from  an 
Arabic  MS.  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  was  publifhed  by  Pierre  Vaticr, 
Paris,  1666.  The  antiquities  of  Egypt  are  wild  and  legendary :  biit 
the  writer  defenres  credit  and  eftcem  for  his  account  of  the  con- 
queft  and  geography  of  hit  native  country  (fee  the  correfpondence 
of  Amrou  and  Omar,  f>.  179—119.), 

>      4  "  thofe 
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e  ha  p.  u  ^ofe  wh0  poffcfs.  According  to  the  viciffitudes 
"  of  the  feafons,  the  fece  of  the  country  is  adorned 
"  with  zjilver  wave,  a  verdant  emerald,  and  the 
"  deep  yellow  of  a  golden  harveft  "•."  Yet  this 
beneficial  order  is  fometimes  interrupted ;  and  the 
long  delay  and  fudden  ftvcll  of  the  river  in  the  firft 
year  of  the  conqueft  might  afford  fome  colour  to 
an  edifying  fable.  It  is  faid,  that  the  annual  fa- 
crifice  of  a  virgin ,3#  had  been  interdi&ed  by  the 
piety  of  Omar ;  and  that  the  Nile  lay  fullen  and 
inactive  in  his  fhallow  bed,  till  the  mandate  of 
the  caliph  was  caft  into  the  obedient  ftream,  which 
rofe  in  a  fingie  night  to  the  height  of  fixteen  cubits. 
The  admiration  of  the  Arabs  for  their  new  con- 
queft encouraged  the  liccni'e  of  their  romantic 
fpirit.  We  may  read,  in  the  graveft  authors,  that 
Egypt  was  crowded  with  twenty  thouiand  cities  or 
villages131:    that,   exclufive   of  the    Greeks    and 

Arabs, 

"9  In  a  twenty  years  residence  at  Cairo,  the  confuJ  Maillet  had 
contemplated  that  varying  fcene,  the  Nile  (lettre  h\  particularly 
p.  70.  75.)  i  the  fertility  of  die  land  (1ettre:ix;).  from  ft  college  at 
Cambridge,  the  poetic  eye  of  Gray  had  fee*  the  lame  objects  with 
a  keener  glance : 

What  wonder  in  the  fnltry  dimes  that  fpread, 
Where  Nile,  redundant  o'er  his  foamier  bed, 
From  his  broad  bofom  life  and  verdure  flings, 
And  broods  o'er  Egypt  with  his  wat'ry  wings  ; 
If  with  advoflTrous  ear,  and  ready  fall, 
The  duflcy  people  drive  before  the  gale : 
Or  on  frail  floats  to  neighbouring  cities  ride, 
That  rife  and  glitter  o'er  .the  ambient  tide. 

(Mafon's  Works,  and  Memoir*  of  Gray*  p.  199,  a*o.)» 
«**  Murtadi,  p.  164—- 1 67.    The  reader  will  noteanly  credit  an 
human  (acrifice  under  tbt  Chriftian  emperors,  or +,  miracle  of  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet. 

*»*  Maillet, Description  de  l'Egyptc*  p, 2a.  Jffe  mentions  this 
number  aa  the  common  opinion}  aud  adds,  that  the  generality  of 

thefe 
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Arabs,  the  Copts  alone  were  found,  on  the  affeff-  c  HA  p- 
ment,  fix  millions  of  tributary  fubje£tss3%  or 
twenty  millions  of  either  fex,  and  of  every  age : 
that  three  hundred  millions  of  gold  or  filver  were 
annually  paid  to  the  treafury  of  the  caliph 1M,  Our 
reafon  muft  be  ftartled  by  thefe  extravagant  affer- 
tions ;  and  they  will  become  more  palpable,  if  we? 
affume  the  compafs  and  meafure  the  extent  of  ha- 
bitable ground ;  a  valley  from  the  tropic  to  Mem- 
phis, feldom  broader  than  twelve  miles,  and  the 
triangle  of  the  Delta,  a  flat  furface  of  two  thoufand 
one  hundred  fquare  leagues,  compofe  a  twelfth 
part  of  the  magnitude  of  France X34.  A  more  ac- 
curate refearch  will  juftify  a  more  reafonable  esti- 
mate. The  three  hundred  millions,  created  by  the 
error  of  a  fcribe,  are  reduced  to  the  decent  revenue 

thefe  villages  contain  two  or  three  thoufand  ptrfons,  and  that  many 
of  them  are  more  populous  than  our  large  cities. 

n3  Eutych.  Anna!,  torn.  ii.  p.  30S.  311.  The  twenty  million!  are 
computed  from  the  following  data  :  one  twelfth  of  mankind  above 
fixty,  one -third  below  fixteen,  the  proportion  of  men  to  women  at 
feventeen  to  fixteen  (Recherche*  fur  la  Population  de  la  France* 
P-  7 1  >  73-) •  The  prefident  Goguet  (Origine  des  Arte,  &c.  torn.  iii. 
p.  %6,  &c.)  heftows  twentyfoven  millions  on  ancient  Egypt,  becaufe 
the  feventeen  hundred  companions  of  Sefoftris  were  born  on  the 
lame  day. 

■w  Elmacin,  Hi  ft.  Saracen*  p.  41S.  *  and  this  groft  lump  is  fwal- 
lowed  without  fcruple  by  d'Hcrbelot  (BiblioU  Orient  p.  1031.), 
Arbuthnot  (Tables  of  ancient  Coins,  p.  *6*.)»  and  the  Guignes  (Hift. 
des  Huns,  torn*  iii.  p,  135.) .  They  might  allege  the  not  lefs  extra* 
ragant  liberality  of  Appian  in  farour  of  the  Ptolemies  (in  prasfat.) 
of  fercnty-four  myriads,  740,000  talenta,  an  annual  income  of  it& 
or  near  300,  millions  of  pounds  fterling,  according  as  we  reckon  by 
the  Egyptian  or  the  Alexandrian  talent  (Bernard  de  Pondrribuf 
Antiq.  p,  xS6.)» 

xh  See  the  measurement  of  dAnville  (Mem.  fur  1'Egypte,  p.  «$* 
&c).  After  fome  peevifb  cavils,  M.  Pauw  (Recherche*  fur  lee 
Egypticns,  torn.  L  p.  u£-*ui.)  can  only  enlarge  his  reckoning  to 
aajo  fquare  leagues, 

of 
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of  four  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pieces  <rf* 
gold,  of  which  nine  hundred  thoufand  were  eon* 
fumed  by  the  pay  of  the  foldiers'35.     Two  au* 
thentic  lifts,  of  the  prefent  and  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, arc  circumfcribed  within  the  refpe&able  num- 
ber of  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  villages  and 
towns  ,36»    After  a  long  refidence  at  Cairo,  a  French 
conful  has  ventured  to  affign  about  four  millions 
of  Mahometans,  Chriflians,  and  Jews,  for  the  ample, 
though  not  incredible,  fcope  of  the  population  of 
Egypt'". 
Afuca*         IV.  The  conqueft  of  Africa,  from  the  Nile  to 
fionbr^"  the  Atlantic  ocean'38,  was  firft  attempted  by  the 
^  n  £*  anns 

A.D- 047* 

'  <«  Uenaudot,  Hift-  Patriarch.  Alexand.  p.  3  J4.  who  calls  th« 

common  reading  or  verfion  of  Elmacin,  error  iibrarii.  His  own 
emendation,  of  4,300,000  pieces,  in  the  ixA  century,  maintains  i 
probable  medium  betwern  the  3,00- ,000  which  the  Arabs  acquired 
by  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  (idem,  p«  168.),  and  the  1,400,000  which 
the  fultan  of  Conftantinople  levied  in  .the  laft  century  (Pietro  dell* 
Valle,  torn,  u  p.  351-;  Thevcnot,  parti,  p.  824.)'  Pauw  (Re- 
ehcrches,  torn.  ii.  p.  365— 373-)  gradually  raifes  the  revenue  of  the 
Pharaohs,  the  Ptolemies,  and  thcCsefars,  from  fix  to  fifteen  millions 
of  German  crowns.  - 

**  The  lift  of  Schultens  (Index  Geograph.  ad  calcem  Vit.  Saladin. 
p.  5.)  contains  4396  places  j  that  of  d'Anvtlle  (Mem.  far  TEgypte, 
p.  ao.),  from  the  divan  of  Cairo,  enumerates  1696. 

«7  See  Maillet  (Description  dc  PEgypte,  p.  iS.),  who  feems  to" 
argue  with  candour  and  judgment.  lam  much  better  fatiafied  with 
the  observations  than  with  the  reading  of  the  French  conful.  He 
was  ignorant  of  Greek  and  Latin  literature,  and  his  fancy  is  too 
much  delighted  with  the  fictions  of  the  Arabs.  Their  belt  know- 
ledge it  collcAed  by  Abulfeda  (Defcript.  JEgypt.  Arab,  et  Lat.  a 
Job.  David  Mtchactis,  Gottingsr,  in  4<°,  1776) ;  am)  in  two  recent 
voyages  into  Egypt,  we  are  amufed  by  Savary,  and  in/rrucled  by* 
Volney.    I  wim  the  latter  oould  travel  over  the  globe. 

"*  My  conqueft  of  Africa  is  drawn  from  two  French  inteYpretrrr 
of  Arable  literature,  Cardoane(Hift.  dc  1'Afirique  et  del  Efpagne 
ibus  la  Domination  des  Arabes,  torn.  i.  p.  t—ss»)  and  Otter  (fH/t. 
de  PAcademie  des  Infcriptioos,  toco.  and.  pUxii— -**$.  and  136)* 
Tncy  derive  their  principal  information  from  Novatri,  who  com* 

poled, 
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arms  of  the  caHph  Othman.  The  pious  defign  vm  c  HA  p. 
approved  by  the  companions  of  Mahomet  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribes  ;  and  twenty  thoufand  Arabs 
inarched  from  Medina,  with  the  gifts  and  the 
bleffing  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful*  They 
were  joined  in  the  camp  of  Memphis  by  twenty 
thoulknd  of  their  countrymen ;  and  the  conduft  of 
the  war  was  entrufted  to  Abdallah  S3%  the  fon  of 
Said  and  the  fofter-brother  of  the  caliph,  who  had 
lately  fupplanted  the  conqueror  and  lieutenant  of 
Egypt*  Yet  the  favour  of  the  prince,  and  the 
merit  of  his  favourite,  could  not  obliterate  the 
guilt  of  his  apoftacy.  The  early  converfion  of 
Abdallah,  and  his  fldlfiil  pen,  had  recommended 
him  to  the  important  office  of  tranferibing  the 
iheets  of  the  Koran;  he  betrayed  his  truft,  cor- 
rupted the  text,  derided  the  .errors  which  he  had 
made,  and  fled  to  Mecca  to  efcape  the  juftice,  and 
expofe  the  ignorance,  of  the  apoftle.  After  the 
conqueft  of  Mecca,  he  fell  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
Mahomet ;  his  tears,  and  the  entreaties  of  Othman, 
efctorted  a  relu&ant  pardon }  but  the  prophet  de- 
clared that  he  had  fo  long  hefitated,  to  allow  time 
for  fome  zealous  difciple  to  avenge  his  injvjry  in 
the  blood  of  the  apellate.  With  apparent  fidelity 
and  effeftive  merit,  he  ferved  the  religion  which  it 

poled*  A,  D.  1331,  an  Encyclopedia  in  more  than  twenty  volumes. 
The  five  general  parts  fucccffivrly  treat  of,  1.  PhyGcs,  a.  Man, 
3.  Animals,  4.  Plants,  and,  5-  Hiftory.j  and  the  African  affairs  arc 
difcufled  in  the  vi'*  chapter  of  the  vl*  feflion  of  this  laft  part 
(Reilke,  Prodidagmata  ad  Ha&ji  Chalife  Tabulas,  p.  231—134.). 
Among  the  older  hiftorians  who  are  quoted  by  Novairi  we  may  dif- 
tinguifh  the  original  narrative  of  a  foldier  who  led  the  van  of  the 
Moflemt. 

'19  See  the  hiftory  of  Abdallah,  in  Abulfeda  (Vit.  Mohammed. 
p. I09>and  Gagnier  ^Vic dc Mahomet, torn. iii.  p. 4 <~4$> 
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°  Hia  P"  was  no  l°n£cr  ^8  ^ntercft  to  dcfert :  his  birth  and 
talents  gave  him  an  honourable  rank  among  the 
Koreifh  j  and,  in  a  nation  of  cavalry,  Abdallah  was 
renowned  as  the  boldcft  and  mod  dextrous  horfe- 
man  of  Arabia.  At  the  head  of  forty  thoufand 
Moflems,  he  advanced  from  Egypt  into  the  un- 
known countries  of  the  Weft.  The  fands  of  Barca 
might  be  impervious  to  a  Roman  legion ;  but  the 
Arabs  were  attended  by  their  faithful  camels ;  and 
the  natives  of  the  defert  beheld  without  terror  the 
familiar  afped  of  the  foil  and  climate.  After  a 
painful  march,  they  pitched  their  tents  before  the 
walls  of  Tripoli  14%  a  maritime  city  in  which  the 
name,  the  wealth,  and  the  inhabitants,  of  the  pro- 
vince had  gradually  centered,  and  which  now 
maintains  the  third  rank  among  the  ftates  of  Bar- 
bary.  A.  reinforcement  of  Greeks  was .  furprifed 
and  cut  in  pieces  on  the  fea-ihore ;  but  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Tripoli  refilled  the  firft  afiaults  ;  and  the 
Saracens  were  tempted  by  the  approach  of  the  prae- 
fe&  Gregory144  to  relinquifh  the  labours  of  the 

*4*  The  province  and  city  of  Tripoli  arc  defcribed  by  Leo  Afri- 
canus  (in  Navfgatione  et  Viaggi  di  Ramufio,  torn.  i.  Venetia,  1550* 
fol.  76.  wr/fc)  and  Marmol  (Defcriptionde  TAfrique,  torn.  ih  p.  562.). 
The  firft  of  thefe  writers  was  a  Moor,  a  fchokr,  and  a  traveller, 
who  compofed  or  translated  his  African  geography  in  a  ftate. of  cap- 
tivity at  Rome,  where  he  had  aflnmed  the  name  and  religion  of 
pope  Leo  X.  In  a  fimilar-captivity  among  the  Moore,  the  Spaniard 
Marmol,  a  foldier  of  Charles  V.  compiled  his  Defcription  of  Africa, 
tranflated  by  d'Ablancourt  into  French  (Paris,  1667,  $  vols,  in  4*>). 
Marmol  had  read  and  feen,  but  he  is  deftitute  of  the  curious  and 
cxtenfive  obfervation  which  abounds  in  the  original  w  ork  of  Leo  the 
African. 

*♦■  Theophanes,  who  mentions  the  defeat,  rather  than  the  death, 
of  Gregory.  He  brands  the  prefect  with  the  name  of  Tppu**; 
he  had  probably  affumed  the  purple  (Chronograph*  p.  985.). 
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fiege  for  the  perils  and  the  hopes  of  a  decifive  c  **  A  P. 
aQdon.  If  his  ftandard  was  followed  by  one  hun-  w*~  „j 
dred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  regular  bands  J^q^ 
of  the  empire  muft  have  been  loft  in  the  naked  gory  and 
and  diforderly  crowd  of  Africans  and  Moors,  who  tH,  au*  * 
formed  the  ftrength,  or  rather  the  numbers,  of  his 
hoft.  He  reje&ed  with  indignation  the  option  of  the 
Koran  or  the  tribute ;  and  during  feveral  days,  the 
two  armies  were  fiercely  engaged  from  the  dawn 
of  light  to  the  hour  of  noon,  when  their  fatigue 
and  the  exceffive  heat  compelled  them  to  feek 
fhelter  and  refrefhment  in  their  refpe&ive  camps. 
The  daughter  of  Gregory,  a  maid  of  incomparable 
beauty  and  fpirit,  is  faid  to  have  fought  by  his 
fide:  from  her  eariiefl  youth  fhe  was  trained  to 
mount  on  horfeback,  to  draw  the  bow,  and  to 
wield  the  fcymetar ;  and  the  richnefs  of  her  arms 
and  apparel  was  confpicuous  in  the  foremoft  ranks 
of  the  battle.  Her  hand,  with  an  hundred  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold,  was  offered  for  the  head  of  the 
Arabian  general,  and  the  youths  of  Africa  were  ex- 
cited by  the  profped  of  the  glorious  prize.  At  the 
preffing  felicitation  of  his  brethren,  Abdallah  with- 
drew his  perfon  from  the  field;  but  the  Saracens 
were  difcouraged  by  -the  retreat  of  their  leader, 
and  the  repetition  of  thefe  equal  or  unfuccefsful 
conflifts. 

A  noble  Arabian,  who  afterwards  became  the  Victory  of 
adverfary  of  Ali  and  the  father  of  a  caliph,  had  theArabi' 
fignalized  his  valour  in  Egypt,  and  Zobeir i4a  was 

14*  See  in  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens  vol.jj.  p.  45.),  the  death 

of  Zobeir,  which  was  honoured  with  the  tears  of  Ali,  again  ft  whom 

he  bad  rebelled.  Aj  valour  at  the  fiege  of  Babylon,  if  indeed  itbe  the 

fiune  perfon, is  mentioned  by  Eutychius  (Aunal.  ^041.  ii.  p.  308.). 
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the  firft  who  planted  a  fcaling-ladder  againfl  the 
walls  of  Babylon.  In  the  African  war  he  waft  de- 
tached from  the  ftandard  of  Abdallah.  On  the 
news  of  the  battle,  Zobeir,  with  twelve  com* 
panions,  cut  his  way  through  the  camp  of  the 
Greeks,  and  preflfed  forwards,  without  tailing 
either  food  or  repofe,  to  partake  of  the  dangers  of 
his  brethren.  He  caft  his  eyes  round  the  field: 
«  Where,"  faid  he,  "is  our  general V*  «  In 
"  his  tent."  "  Is  the  tent  a  ftation  for  the  general 
"  of  the  Moflems  ?"  Abdallah  represented  with  a 
blufh  the  importance  of  his  own  life,  and  the  tempt- 
ation that  was  held  forth  by  the  Roman  praefeft. 
"  Retort,"  faid  Zobeir,  "  on  the  infidels  their 
"  ungenerous  attempt.  Proclaim  through  the 
"  ranks,  that  the  head  of  Gregory  fhall  be  repaid 
"  with  his  captive  daughter,  and  the  equal  fum  of 
"  one  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold."  To  the 
courage  and  difcretion  of  Zobeir  the  lieutenant  of 
the  caliph  entrufied  the  execution  of  his  own  ftra- 
tagem,  which  inclined  the  kmg-difputed  balance  ia 
favour  of  the  Saracens.  Supplying  by  a&ivity 
and  artifice  the  deficiency  of  numbers,  a  part  pf 
their  forces  lay  concealed  in  their  tents,  while  the 
remainder  prolonged  an  irregular  flurmtfh  with  the 
enemy,  till  the  fun  was  high  in  the  heavens.  On 
both  fides  they  retired  with  fainting  fteps:  their 
borfes  were  unbridled,  their  armour  was  laid  afide, 
and  the  hoflile  nations  prepared,  or  feemed  to  pre- 
pare, for  the  refrefhmeat  of  the  evening,  and  the 
encounter  of  the  enfuing  day.  On  a  fudden,  the 
charge  was  founded;  the  Arabian  camp  poured 
forth  a  fwarm  of  frefh-and  intrepid  warriors}  and 
*8  the 
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the  long  line  of  the  Creeks  and  Africans  was  for* 
prifed,  aflauhed,  overturned,  by  new  fquadrons 
df  th£  faithful,  who,  to  the  eye  of  fanaticifm,  might 
appear  as  a  fond  of  angels  defcending  from  die 
flcy.  The  pra&feft  hhnfelf  was  flain  by  the  hand 
of  Zobeir :  his  daughter,  who  fought  revenge  and 
death,  was  furrounded  and  made  prifoner ;  and  the 
fugitives  involved  in  their  difafter  the  town  of 
Sufetula,  to  which  they  efcaped  from  the  fabres 
and  lances  of  the  Arabs.  Sufetula  was  built  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Carthage : 
a  gentle  declivity  is  watered  by  a  running  ftream, 
and  fhaded  by  a  grove  of  Juniper  trees }  and,  in 
the  ruins  of  a  triumphal  arch,  a  portico^  and  three 
temples  of  the  Corinthian  order,  curiofity  may  yef 
admire  the  magnificence  of  the  Romans  *43.  After 
the  fall  of  this  opulent  city,  the  provincials  and 
Barbarians  implored  on  all  fides  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror.  His  vanity  or  his  zeal  might  be  flat- 
tered by  offers  of  tribute  or  profeffions  of  faith : 
but  his  lofles,  his  fatigues,  and  the  progrefs  of  an 
epidemical  difeafe,  prevented  a  folid  eflablifhment; 
and  the  Saracens,  after  a  campaign  of  fifteen 
months,  retreated  to  the  confines  of  Egypt,  with 
the  captives  and  the  wealth  of  their  African  expe- 
dition. The  caliph's  fifth  was,  granted  to  a  fa- 
vourite, on  the  nominal  payment  of  five  hundred 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold  '4* ;    but  the  ftate  was 

»**  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  n8,  119 

'♦♦Mimica  empJo.  fays  Abulfeda,  erat  haec,  et  mira  donatio; 
quandoquidem  Othman,ejtis  nomine  nummos  ex  serai  io  pnus  abla- 
tos  xrario  prxftafcat  (Annal.  Modern,  p.  78.).  Ehnacin  (in  hit 
cloudy  verfion,  p.  39.)  feems  to  report  the  fame  job.  When- the 
Arabs  befieged  the  palace  of  Othman,  it  ftood  high  in  their  catalogue 
of  grievances,.  ' 
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doubly  injured  by  this  fallacious  tranfaftion,  if 
each  foot-foldier  had  ihared  one  thousand,   and 
each    horfeman   three    thoufand,    pieces,   in  'the 
real  divifion  of  the  plunder.     The  author  of  the 
death  of  Gregory  was  expe&ed  to  have  daimed 
the  mod  precious  reward  of  the  vi&ory :  from  his 
filence  it  might  be  prefumed  that  he  had  fallen  in 
the  battle,  till  the  tears  and  exclamations  of  the 
praefe&'s  daughter  at  the  fight  of  Zobeir  revealed 
the  valour  and  modefty.  of  that  gallant  foldier. 
The  unfortunate  virgin  was  offered,  and  almoft 
reje&ed  as  a  flave,  by  her  father's  murderer,  who 
coolly  declared  that  his  fword  was  confecrated  to 
the  fervice  of  religion ;  and  that  he  laboured  for  a 
recompence  far  above  the  charms  of  mortal  beauty, 
or  the  riches  of  this  tranfitory  life.    A  reward  con- 
genial to  his  temper,  was  the  honourable  com- 
million  of  announcing  to  the  caliph  Othman  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms.     The  companions,  the  chiefs, 
and  the  people,  were  affembled  in  the  mofch  of 
Medina,  to  hear  the  interefting  narrative  of  Zobeir ; 
and,  as  the  orator  forgot  nothing  except  the  merit 
of  his  own  oounfels  and  a&ions,  the  name  of  Ab- 
dallah  was  joined  by  the  Arabians  with  the  heroic 
names  of  Caled  and  Amrou  I4S.    ' 
Progrcfsof      The  wcfl*ni  conquefts  of  the  Saracens  were  fu£ 
the  aara-    pended  near  twenty  years,  till  their  difTenfions  were 
Africa,       compofed  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of 
66ol^so.    Ommiyah :  and  the  caliph  Moawiyah  was  invited 
by  the  cries  of  the  Africans  themfelves.     The  fuc- 

'4-5  HirtrfxTtvcrar  Xafaanpoi  tij>  Appixr,tt  xat  cvpSaXwTts  t#  rvfeatf 
Y>4y0fM/  Ttrrcv  rfinmn  *«»  t«{  a<w  avru  xnutwi  x*i  r»XWa»Tic  P°/*f 
par*  ru>*  A<p*u>  i/T.TpivJ/ai.  Theophaas  Chronograph,  p.  285.  edit. 
Paris.  His  chronology  is  loofc  and  inaccurate. 
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eeifers  of  Heraclius  had  been  informed  of  the  tri-   c  HL£  p- 
bote  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  ftipulate    u.  v-^» 
with  the  Arabs ;  but  inftead  of  being  moved  to  pity 
and  relieve  their  diftrefs,  they  impofed,  as  an  equiva- 
lent or  a  fine,  a  fecond  tribute  of  a  fimilar  amount. 
The  ears  of  the  Byzantine  minifters   were  fhut 
againft  the  complaints  of  their  poverty  and  ruin: 
their  defpair  was  reduced  to  prefer  the  dominion  of 
a  fingte  mafter;  and  the  extortions  of  the  patriarch 
of  Carthage,  who  was  inverted  with  civil  and  mi- 
litary power,  provoked  the  feftaries,  and  even  the 
Catholics,  of  the  Roman  province  to  abjure  the 
religion  as  well  as  the  authority  of  their  tyrants. 
The  firft  lieutenant  of  Moawiyah  acquired  a  jufl 
renown,  fubdued  an  important  city,  defeated  an 
army  of  thirty  thoufand  Greeks,  fwept  away  four- 
fcore  thoufand  captives,  and  enriched  with  their 
fpoils  the  bold  adventurers  of  Syria  and  Egypt I4*. 
But  the  title  of  conqueror  of  Africa  is  more  juftly 
due  to  his  fucceflbr  Akbah.     He  marched  from  Da- 
mascus at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
Arabs ;  and  the  genuine  force  of  the  Moflems  was 
enlarged  by  the  doubtful  aid  and  converfion  of  many 
thoufand  Barbarians.      It  would  be  difficult,  nor 
js  it  neceflary,  to  trace  the  accurate  line  of  the 
progrefs  of  Akbah.     The   interior  regions   have 
been  peopled  by  the  Orientals  with  fi&itious  armies, 
and  imaginary  citadels,     In  the  warlike  province  of 
Z^b  or  Numidia,  fourfcore  thoufand  of  the  natives 

*+«  fheophanes  (in  Chronograph,  p.  493.)  infcrts  the  vague 
rumours  that  might  reach  Constantinople,  of  the  weftcrn  conquefts 
of  the  Arabs  j  and  I  learn  from  Paul  Warnefrid,  deacon  of  Aqui- 
]f  ia  (de  Gelh's  Langobard.  1.  v.  c.  1 3.),  that  at  this  time  they  fcnt  a 
fleet  from  Alexandria  into  the  Sicilian  and  Atrican  feas. 
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C  \h  P*  $*&*  ^n*^  i*1  anns;  but  the  number  of  three 
Wvw  hundred  and  fixty  towns  is  incompatible  wkh  the 
ignorance  or  decay  of  hufbandry I47 ;  and  a  cir- 
cumference of  three  leagues  will  not  be  jufHfied  by 
the  rums  of  £rbe  or  Lambda,  the  ancient  metro- 
polis of  that  inland  country.  As  we  approach  the 
fea-coaft,  the  well-known  cities  of  Bugial4%  and 
Tangier I49  define  the  more  certain  limits  of  the  Sa- 
racen victories.  A  remnant  of  trade  (till  adheres 
to  the  commodious  harbour  of  Bugia,  which,  in 
a  more  profperous  age,  is  faid  to  have  contained 
about  twenty  thoufand  houfes ;  and  the  plenty  of 
iron  which  is  dug  from  the  adjacent  mountains 
might  have  fupplied  a  braver  people  with  the  in* 
ftruments  of  defence.  The  remote  pofitian  and 
venerable  antiquity  of  Tingi,  or  Tangier,  have 
been  decorated  by  the  Greek  and  Arabian  fables; 
but  the  figurative  expreffions  of  the  latter,  that  the 
walls  were  conftru&ed  of  brafs,  and  that  the  roofs 
were  covered  with  gold  and  filvef,  may  be  inter- 
preted as  the  emblems  of  ftrength  and  opulence. 
The  province  of  Mauritania,  Tingitana "°,  which 

affumq£ 

u:  Sec Novairi(apud  Otter,  p.  118.).  LeoAfricanus  (fbl.Si.vr^), 
who  reckons  only  cinque  cittae  infinite  cafal,  Marmol  (Defcriptioo 
de  I'Afriqnc,  torn,  iii.  p.  33.),  and  Shaw  (Travels,  p-57.  6j«-6*?). 

h*  Leo  A'.rican-  fol.  58,  veifo,  J9.  retfo.  Marmol,  torn.  ii.  p.  415, 
Shaw,  p.  43- 

■«  Leo  African,  fol.  5*.    Marmol.  torn.  ii.  p.  lit, 

»5°  Regio  ignobilis,  et  vix  quicquam  illuftrc  fortita,  parvis  oppidis 
habitatur,  parva  flumina  emittit,  folo  quam  viris  melior  ct  fegnitic 
gentis  obfrura.  Fomponius  Mela,  i.  j.  iii.  10.  Mela  deferves  the 
more  credit,  fince  his  own  Phcenician  anceftore  had  migrated  from 
Tingitana  to  Spain  (fee,  in  ii.  6.  a  paflage  of  that  geographer  fo 
cruelly  tortured  by  Salmafius,  Ifaac  VoflGus,  and  the  moft  yirulent 

of 
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afiumed  the  name  of  the  capital,  had  been  im-  G  ha.  p« 
perfe&ly  difcovered  and  fettled  by  the  Romans; 
the  five  colonies  were  confined  to  a  narrow  pale, 
and  the  more  fouthern  parts  were  feldom  explored 
except  by  the  agents  of  luxury,  who  fearched  th« 
forefts  for  ivory  and  the  citron  wood  ls\  and  the 
fhores  of  the  ocean  for  the  purple  (hell-fifh.  The 
fearlefs  Akbah  plunged  into  the  heart  of  the; 
country,  travelled  the  wildernefs  in  which  his  fuc- 
ceffors .  ereded  the  fplendid  capitals  of  Fez  and 
Morocco  I;%  and  at  length  penetrated  to  the  verge 
of  the  Atlantic  and  the  great  defert.  The  river 
Sua  defcends  from  the  weftern  fides  of  mount  Atlas; 
fertififes,  like  the  Nile,  the  adjacent  foil,  and  falls 
into  the  fea  at  a  moderate  diftance  from  the  Ca- 
nary, or  Fortunate,  iflands.    Its  banks  were  inha*- 

of  critics,  James  Gronovius).  He  lived  at  the  time  of  the  final  re- 
duction of  that  country  by  the  emperor  Claudius :  yet  almoft  thirty 
years  afterwards,  Pliny  (Hid.  Nat.  v.  i.)  complains  of  his  authors* 
too  lazy  to  inquire,  too  proud  to  confefs  their  ignorance  of  that 
wild  and  remote  province. 

*«-The  fooKih  fafhion  of  this  citron  wood  prevailed  at  Rome  among 
the  men,  as  much  as  the  tafte  for  pearls  among  the  women.  Around 
board  or  table,  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  fold  for  the  price  of  an 
effete  (latefondii  taxatione),  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  (Pltn.  Hift*  Natur.  ziii.  29.).  I  conceive  that  I  muft  not  con- 
found the  tree  citrus,  with  that  of  the  fi  uit  citrum.  But  1  am  not 
botanift  enough  to  define  the  former  (it  is  like  the  w.ld  cyprcfc)  by 
the  vulgar  or  Linnaean  name  j  hot  will  I  decide  w  hether  the  eitrum 
be  the  orange  or  the  lemon.  Salmafius  appears  to  exhauft  the  fub- 
jeft,  but  he  too  often  involves  himfelf  in  the  web  of  his  difordeily 
erudition  (PliniaiiExercitat.  torn  ii,  p.  666,  &c). 

***  Leo  African,  fol.  16.  verib.  Marinol,  torn.  ii.  p.  a8.  This  pro- 
vince, the  firft  fcene  of  the  exploits  and  greatnefs  of  the  cbertfs,  is 
often  mentioned  in  the  curious  hiftory  of  that  dynafty  at  the  end  of 
the  iii*  volume  of  Marmol,  Defcription  de  l'Afnque.  The  iiid  vol. 
of  the  Recherches  Hiftoriques  fur  les  Maures  (lately  publiflied  at 
Paris)  illustrates  the  hiftory  and  geography  of  the  kingdoms  of  Fez 
and  Morocco. 
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CHAP,  bfted  by  the  Iaft  of  the  Moors,  a  face  of  forages, 


LI. 


without  laws,  or  difcipline,  or  religion :  they  were 
aftonilhed  by  the  ftrange  and  irrefiftible  terrors  of 
the  Oriental  arms ;  and  as  they  poffeffed  neither 
gold  nor  filver,  the  richeft  fpoil  was  the  beauty  of 
the  female  captives,  fome  of  whom  were  afterwards 
fold  for  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  career, 
though  not  the  zeal,  of  Akbah  was  checked  by  the 
profpeft  of  a  boundlefs  ocean.  He  fpurred  his 
horfe  into  the  waves,  and  railing  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
exclaimed  with  the  tone  of  a  fanatic:  "  Great 
**  God !  if  my  courfe  were  not  flopped  by  tins  fea, 
"  I  would  ftill  go  on,  Jto  the  unknown  kingdoms 
u  of  the  Weft,  preaching  the  unity  of  thy  holy 
"  name,  and  putting  to  the  fword  die  rebellious 
**  nations  who  worfhip  any  other  gods  than 
"  thee  ,s  V*  Yet  this  Mahometan  Alexander,  who 
fighed  for  new  worlds,  was  unable  to  pteferve 
his  recent  conquefts.  By  the  univerfal  defe&ion 
of  the  Greeks  and  Africans,  he  was  recalled  from 
the  ihores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  furrounding 
multitudes  left  him  only  the  refource  of  an  honour- 
able death.  The  laft  fcene  was  dignified  by  an 
example  of  national  virtue.  An  ambitious  chief, 
who  had  difputed  the  command  and  failed  in  the 
attempt,  was  led  about  as  a  prifoner  in  the  camp 
of  the  Arabian  general.  The  infurgents  had 
trufted  to  his  difcontent  and  revenge ;  he  difdain- 
ed  their  offers  and  revealed  their  defigns.     In  the 

X*J  Otter  (p.  sir)  has  piven  the  ftrong  tone  of  fanatictfm  to  this 
exclamation,  which  Candonne  (p.  37.)  has  fattened  to  a  pious  wife 
of  preaching  the  Koran.  Yet  they  had  both  the  fame  text  of  Novairi 
before  their  eyes. 

:  hour 


Or  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE;  4# 

hbur  of  danger,  the  grateful  Akbah  unlocked  his  chap. 
letters,  and  advifed  him  to  retire  $  he  chofe  to  die  v  -^ 
under  the  banner  of  his  rival.  Embracing  as 
friends  and  martyrs,  they  unfheathed  their  fcyme- 
.  tars,  broke  their  fcabbards,  and  maintained  an 
obstinate  combat,  till  they  fell  by  each  other's  fide 
on  the  laft  of  their  flaughtered  countrymen.  The 
third  general  or  governor  of  Africa,  Zuheir, 
avenged  and  encountered  the  fate  of  his  pride- 
ceffor.  He  vanquifhed  the  natives  in  many  bat- 
tle*; he  was  overthrown  by  a  powerful  army, 
winch  Constantinople  had  feat  to  the  relief  of 
Carthage.  . 

It  had  been  the  frequent  pra&ce  of  the  Moorifli  Founds. 
tribes,  to  join  the  invaders,  to  (hare  the  plunder,  £°" £„ 
*o  profcfe  the  faith,  and  to  revolt  to  their  favage     A.  D.9 
itate  of  independence  and  idolatry,  on  the  firft  re-    7°    7Sm 
treat  or  misfortune  of  the  Moilems.    The  prudence 
of  Akbah  had  propofed  to  found  an  Arabian  co- 
Jbfty  in  the  heart  of  Africa  *  a  citadel  that  might 
curb,  the  levity  of  the  barbarians,  a  place  of  re- 
fuge to  fecure,  .agstfnft  the  accidents  of  war,  the    j 
wealth  and  the  families  of  the  Saracens.     With 
this,  view,  and  under  the  modeft  title  of  the  ftatiop 
of  a  caravan,  he  planted,  this  colony  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  the  Hegin*.     In  its  prefent  decay,  Cai» 
xoan 1S4  ftill  holds  the  fecond  rank  in  the  kingdom 
of  Tunis,   from  which  it  is  diftant  about  fifty 


i*  The  foundation  of  Cairoaa  is  mehtioned  by  Ocklcy  (Hift.  of 
the  Saracens,  vol.  it.  p.  119, 150.)*  aad  the  fitaation,  mofch,  Sec.  of 
the  city  are  deferibed  by  Leo  Africans  (lot,  75.)*  Marmot  (torn,  iu 

miles 
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miles  to  the  fouth  "s ;  its  inland  fituation,  twelve 
miles  weftward  tof  the  fea,  has  prote&ed  the  cky 
from  the  Greek  and  Sicilian  fleets.  When  the  wild 
beafts  and  ferpents  were  extirpated,  when  the 
foreft,  or  rather  wildernefs,  was  cleared,  the  vef. 
tiges  of  a  Roman  town  were  difcovered  in  a  fandy 
plain :  the  vegetable  food  of  Cairoan  is  brought 
from  afar ;  and  the  fcarcity  of  fpringa  conftnim 
the  inhabitants  to  colle£l  in  cifteras  and  referrob 
a  precarious  fupply  of  rain-water,  Tbefe  obftatta 
were  fubdued  by  the  induftry  of  Akbah ;  he  traced 
a  circumference  of  three  thonfand  and  fix  hundred 
paces,  which  he  encompafled  with  a  bride  wall ; 
in  the  fpace  of  five  years,  the  governor's  ptlace 
was  furrotmded  with  a  futirieat  number  of  printe 
habitations ;  a  fpacious  mofch  was  fuppohed  by 
five  hundred  columns  of  granite,  porphyry,  and 
Numidian  marble  5  and  Cairoan  became  the.  feat 
of  learning  as  well  as  of  empire.  But  thefewere 
the  glories  of  a  later  age;  the  new  colony  ras 
ihaken  by  the  fucceffive  defeats  of  Akbah  and  Zo- 
heir,  and  the  weftem  expeditions  ware  again  in- 
terrupted by  the  civil  difcord  of  the  Arabian  mo- 
narchy.. The  fon  of  the  valiant  Zobeir  maintained 
a  war  of  twelve  years,  a  fiege  of  fevea  months 
againft  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.  Abdallah  was  faid  to 
unite  the  fiercenefs  of  the  lion  with  the  fubtlety  of 

W  A  portentou*,  though  frequent,  mtftake  has  been  the  confound- 
ing, from  a  flight  fimilitude  of  name,  the  Cyrcne  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Cairoan  of  the  Arabs,  two  cities  which  are  feparated  by  an  in- 
terval of  a  tnotffcnd  miles  along  the  fea-coaft.  The  great  Tbaanos 
hat  not  escaped  this  fault,  the  leis  excufahle  as  it  is  connected  with  a 
formal  and  elaborate  defcription  of  Africa  (Hiftoriar.  1.  i\u  c  ». » 
torn.  i.  p.  140.  edit.  Buckley.). 

the 
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fhe  fox ;  but  if  he  inherited  the  courage,  he  vas  c  **  A  f. 
devoid  of  the  generofity  of  his  fitther ,$\  1— v--^ 

The  return  of  domeftic  peace  allowed  the  c&r  ^^ 
I)ph  Abdalmalek  to  refume  the  conqueft  of  Africa ;  tua.*e, " 
the  ftandard  was  delivered  to  Haflan  governor  of  69£l£Zu 
Egypt,  and  the  revenue  of  that  kingdom,  with  an 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  was  confecrated  to 
the  important  fervice.  In  the  viciflitude*  of  war, 
the  interior  provinces  had  been  alternately  won  and 
loft  by  the  Saracens*  But  the  feacoaft  ftill  re* 
mained  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks j  the  predeeef- 
fors  of  Haflan  had  refpeded  the  namfe  and  forti- 
ficatious  of  Carthage ;  and  the  number  of  its  de* 
fenders  was  recruited  by  the  fugitives  of  Cabes  and 
Tripoli!  The  arms  of  Haflan  Were  bolder  and 
more  fortunate;  he  reduced  and  pillaged  the  me- 
tropolis of  Africa;  and  the  mention  of  fcaling- 
iadders  may  juftify  the  fufpicion  that  he  antici- 
pated, by  a  fudden  aflault,  the  more  tedious  ope- 
rations of  a  regular  fiege.  But  the  joy  of  the  con- 
querors was  foon  difturbed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Chriftaan  fuccours.  The  praefeft  and  patri- 
cian John,  a  general  of  experience  and  renown, 
embarked  at  Conilantinople  the  forces  of  the 
Eaftern  empire ,S7 ;  they  were  joined  by  the  fhips 

and 

■*  Befides  the  Arabic  chronicles  of  Abulfeda,  Elmicin,  and  AbuK 
pharagius,  under  the  Ixxiii*  year  of  the  Hegira,  we  may  confult 
d'Hcrbclot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  7.)  and  Ockky  (Uift.  of  the  Sara- 
cens, vol.  ii.  p.  339—349.)-  The  latter  has  given  the  lait  and  pathe- 
tic dialogue  between  Abdallab  andbia  mother;  but  he  ha*  forgot 
a  phyfical  effect  of  her  grief  for  hia  death,  the  return,  at  the  age  of 
ninety, and  fatal  confcquencca,  of  her  menfiu* 

*S?  Aiwrto;  •  •  •  •  airarrtt  ret  P»/*dux«  t£«nrWf  *h.*p*$  rt*TfyV  n 
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and  foldiers  of  Sicily,  and  a  powerful  reinforce- 
ment of  Goths **8  wa8  obtained  from  the  fears  and 
religion  of  the  Spanifti  monarch.  The  weight  of 
the  confederate  navy  broke  the  chain  that  guarded 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour ;  the  Arabs  retired  to 
Cairoan,  or  Tripoli;  die  Chriltians  landed;  the 
citizens  hailed  the  enfign  of  the  crofs,  and  the 
winter  was  idly  wafted  in  the  dream  of  vidory  or 
deliverance.  But  Africa  was  irrecoverably  loft :  the 
zeal  and  refentment  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful ISf  prepared  in  the  enfuing  fpring  a  more  nume- 
rous armament  by  fea  and  land ;  and  the  patrician 
in  his  turn  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the  poft  and 
fortifications  of  Carthage.  A  fecond  battle  was 
fought  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Utica :  the  Greeks 
and  Goths  were  again  defeated ;  and  their  timely 
embarkation  laved  them  from  the  fword  of  Hafian, 

Kofx^oia  Kara  rm  £a{auK«wp  t£tvffA.^n.  Nicephori  Cooftan* 
tinopolitani  Breviar.  p.  *8.  The  patriarch  of  Conftantinople ,  with 
Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  309.)*  have  (lightly  mentioned  this laft 
attempt  for  the  relief  of  Africa.  Pagi  ( Critica,  torn.  Hi.  p.  129. 141.) 
has  nicdy  afcertained  the  chronology  by  a  Arid  comnarifoa  of  the 
Arabic  and  Byzantine  hiftorians,  who  often  difagrce  both  in  time 
and  fad.    See  likewife  a  note  of  Otter  (p.  iai). 

'*  Dove  serano ridotti  i  nobili  Roman! e i Gvtti j  and afterwards, 
1  Romani  fuggirono  e  i  Gotti,  lafciarono  Carthagine  (Leo  African. 
fol.  72.  reJto).  I  know  not  from  what  Arabic  writer  the  African  de- 
rived his  Goth* ;  but  the  fact,  though  new,  is  fo  interfiling  audio 
probable,  that  I  will  accept  it  on  the  flightcft  authority. 

'$9  This  commander  is  ftyled  by  Nicephorus  BanAtt*  X«faxs»*t, 
a  vague  though  not  improper  definition  of  the  caliph.  Theophanes 
introduces  the  ftrange  appellation  of  npoTorop/Sotot,  which  his  in- 
terprcter  Goar  explains  by  Vixir  Asum.  They  may  approach  the 
truth,  in  affigning  the  active  part  to  the  minifter,  rather  than  the 
prince  3  but  they  forget  that  the  Ommiades  had  only  a  katek,  or 
fecrctary,  and  that  the  office  of  Vizir  was  not  revived  or  inftitutcd 
till  the  13a'  year  of  the  Hegira  (d'Jierbclot,  p.  91*.). 

who 
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who  had  inverted  the  flight  and  infuificient  rampart  c  H  A  p. 
of  their  camp.    Whatever  yet  remained  of  Car- 
thage, was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  the  colony 
of  Dido  l6°  and   Cadar   lay  defolat?  above  two 
hundred  years,  till  a  part,  perhaps  a  twentieth,  of 
the  old  circumference  was  repeopled  by  the  firft  of 
the  Fadmite  caliphs.     In  the  beginning  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  the  fecond  capital  of  the  Weft 
was  reprefented  by  a  mofch,   a  college  without 
ftudents,  twenty-five  or  thirty  (hops,  and  the  huts 
of  five  hundred  peafants,  who,   in  their  abje& 
poverty,  difplayed  the  arrogance  of  the  Punic  fe- 
nators.     Even  that  paltry  village  was  fwept  away 
by  the  Spaniards  whom   Charles  the  Fifth   had 
ftationed  in  the  fortrefs  of  the  Goletta.     The  ruins 
of  Carthage  have  perifhed;  and  the  place  might 
be  unknown  if  fome  broken  arches  of  an  aqueduft 
did   not  guide   the  footfteps    of   the    inquifitive 
traveller  l6\ 

The  Greeks  were  expelled,  but  the  Arabians  Final  con. 
were  not  yet  matters  of  the  country.     In  the  in-  Africa! 
terior  provinces  the  Moors  or  Berbers  l6%  fo  feeble  6  ^D* 

under 

160  According  toSolinus  (I  27.  p.  36.  edit.  Salmaf.)  the  Carthage 
of  Dido  flood  either 6 7 7  or  737  years;  a  various  reading,  which 
proceeds  from  the  difference  of  MSS;  or  editions  (Salmaf.  Plinian. 
Excrcit.  torn.  i.  p.  %%%.).  The  former  of  thefe  accounts,  which  gives 
Z%3  years  before  Chrift,  is  more  confident  with  the  well-weighed 
teftimony  of  Velleius  Paterculus :  but  the  latter  is  preferred  by  our 
chronologifts  (Marfham,  Canon.  Chron.  p.  398.)  as  more  agreeable 
to  the  Hebrew  and  Tyrlan  annals. 

"*'  Leo  African,  fol-  71,  verfo;  7a,  reclo.  Marmol,  torn.  ii.  p.  445 
—447.    Shaw,  p.  80. 

f*»  The  hiftory  of  the  word  Barbar  may  be  clafTed  under  four  pe- 
riods, x.  In  the  time  of  Homer,  when  the  Greeks  and  Afiatics  might: 

pro- 
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c  HA  F.  under  AC  fi#ftJCa^$  ft  ^ 

tkfe ^|pi(faic«s$ ' WMiMdyied^  it^dflTdrt^  tdftfelito  to 
th*  teKgtai  *td  ptaer  W  d*  (bWfc^ktf 'ilfatoo. 
met.  Und«r  ^  Itemkr* >^f  ith^r  ^<ik(totfuha 
the  indfcpttufcftt1  tribes  ac^ed*  fikftl  ttegi«irft>f 
unidrttod  difci^he;  4*4 .*  the  H&m  fS^Otd 
in  theip  females  the  chirafltor  eft1* pWttftt^^tRiity 
attacked  the  Invaders  with  ah1  eriftttftkfhi  ftWiilar 
to  their  own.  The  veteran  b^ds^lkfltefrvtere 
inadequate  4b  the  defence  of  AMca  >  the  ciftqtifcft* 
of  wtageweretoftifca  f^e^y^M^^Ah^ 
bian  <ehief,  overwhelmed  by  the  tiring  faired 
to  the  confine*  of  Egypt,  and  expe&id,'  'fivfe?  fe*n4 
the  promifed  foccotus  of  the  caliph.-  AflgrtM  re* 
tifeat  of  the  Saracens,  the  viftoriotrs  |iroJ>hertife  itf- 
fembfed  the  Moorilh  chitfs*  and  W.cbtmiH&ted  4 
mttfure  of  ftr*Age  and  fatage  policy.  *  Otir  cities^* 
faid  A*,  M  and  the  gold  and:  fltafr  *&&  tfkty 
";  contain,  perpetually  attraft  the  .*ttns:oP'tte 
«*  Arabs.  Thefe  vile  metals  ate:ndt;  ^  ^S»s 
<^U  etlr  ambition;  we  content  du*feh*s  with  tife 

:'-'..  .        .  .'    . .     r    '   .      I    1 

probably  ufc  a  common  idiom,  the  imiutj ve  /cArnd  pf  Barbar  was. 
apjrttal  to  the  ruder  tribes,  whofe  pronunciation  was"  moft  haf{h/ 
whufc  $toi*ujr  was  moft  dcfc&ve.    Xa^  B*^  <*  *m.  (XJiad  € 
S6j,  udthtb^.OxfoKlfcholiall,CUike*s  Ann^Hro,ataiH««r9  Ste- 
phens'* Gbxek'Thcfaiiarus,  tore.  i.  p.  720.).   a.tfrom  the  Vine,  at 
Icatt,  tf  Herodofcns,  k  was  extended  to  W^fhe  nttioniwhb  *er* 
ft  WSf  rsrjfc  the  taguagc  *i*4  minncw  of  tfrrOne*,!  jtlMtfct  **< 
of  Plautus,  the  Romans  Submitted  to  the  in^UiPftawiusABdlw, 
1.  H.p.aS.cdit.  Dacicri,  and  freely  gav^  themfel  w  tfewirVqfBir. 
batlans.  r  Th«y3*WifiWy  claimed  an  efcemptto*  forkrfy/*,*  fcr 
fu^4k  pr^vwet  3  and  at  irpgth  rmq(  iMtffa^dM****** 
to  the  lavage  or  hotf  ile  nations  beyond  the  pale*of  $a  PWpirc^  la* 
everrfcnfeySt  was  duCto  the -Moors  ^  the  familiar  word  .Was  tor- 
rowed  frftortfce  Xattn  f>n*tarfa)t  by  tfte  Arabian  «o*4ufe*^  art 
has  juftly  rettlcd  a*  a  local  4*namuia£oiw  Ba ibari)  iW  tfccJwtb. 
erncoaftofifricar"  - •#',rT'*Jf!*if**»\ 

***  flinple 
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"  fim#e  pttrfuakw  o|  fhe  earth.    Let  ut'deftmy- C*£  *<- 
"  tbefeckki ;  ta  u» bttry  in  their  rums  thofc  per- 
u  lidout  treafurea*  aad  when  the  avarice  of  pur 
"  foet  ftail  be  deftitute  of  temptation,  perhaps 
u.  th*f  will  ceafe  to  difturb  the.  tranquillity  erf  ai 
46»  wwlikc  people/'      The  propofai  was  accepted 
with  unanimous  applaufe.     From  Tangier  toTri-r 
poll  the  buildings   or  at  ieaft  the  fortifications,,. 
were  demoitfhed,   the  fruit-trees  were  cut  dow$,; 
the  means  of  fubfifteuce  were  extirpated,  a  fertile 
and  pQpulous  garden  was  changed  into  a  defert^ 
and  the  hiftorians  of  a  more  recent  period  could; 
difcern  the  frequent  traces  of  the  prosperity  and  de- 
v&ftation  of  their  anceftors.     Such  is  the  tale  of  the. 
modern  Arabians*  .    Yet  I  ftrongly  fufpeft  that 
their  igporance  of  antiquity,  the  love  of  the  mar* 
veltous,   and   the  fafhion  of  extolling   the  philo- 
fophy  of  Barbarians,  has  induced  them  to  defcribe,* 
as  one  voluntary  a&,  the  calamities  of  three  hundred  t 
years  fince  the   firft  fury  of  the  Donatifts  and 
Vandals.     In  the  progrefs  of  the  revolt  Cahina  had 
moll:  probably  contributed  her  (hare  of  deftru&ion  j 
aind  the  alarm  of  univerfal  ruin  tbight  terrify  and 
alienate  the  cities  that  had  relu&antly  yielded  to 
her  unworthy  yoke.    They  no  longer  hoped,  per*. 
haps  they  no  longer  wifhed,  the  return  of  their 
BysutBtine  forereigns :  their  prrient  fervitude  wat 
not  alleviated  by  the  benefits  of  order  and  juftice  j 
and  the  moil  zealous  Catholic  mull  prefer  the  im* 
perfie&  truths  of  the  Koran  to  the  blind  and  rude 
fcfcltary  6f  the  Moors.    The  general  of  the  Saracetts 
ivas  again  received  as  thfe  faytour  of  the  province : 
the  friend*  of  civil  fociety  confpired*  againft  the  fa- 
Vox..  IX.  H  h  vages 
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vigtt  of,tfc*  fewfe  spp&tfef  «|^biyiQphct^s.>a$ 
Sain-in  the  firft  b?*t{te*itKfc  «*Wf>ii3M^^t*fci 
left  .fabric  of  h^^i^^i^ft^^jcmpui^ijo  Tte 
fiw^fpirit  .revived*  ^^^esfccteffflCiOferil^a; 
&TO6  Anally  cjvwUe^  bfy  ^r^myiofi^vtfae^iAfes 
two  Jobs  ;  bpt  tius  ftyaftto*  <*£  tl»e  vttatatfiay  Wprer 
v  '  ^     li^r^d  from  th»t  of.thr^ 

£xty  thoufand  of  vbam,-  the  «ajSpb'iSififiibv  were  fokL 
for  .the  profit  «f  *h*  puhfo<  *reifiurju  ^T&tittg- 
thoufand  of  the  Batbarfcn  voyd^wBte  mliAtd  in 
the  troops ;  and  the  !piftu*<  labour*  .of  iMctfauto-  m- 
oikatc  the  kftowkrige^aiidl  faifitifae^ofrithi -Ktf&ifc; 
accuftomed  tbo  Afrieasu  t*  ob«  «hfe  >ap«*#Je  of 
God  and  tho^omitumdcr  of  the  ftfrhfiil.:  >  Iaoheir 
diaaate  and  govef&ntfnt*  .their  Jk*  aa&iiabkatimL, 
the  wandering  Moors  refefnhkd'  tfaiB^foveaofyaf 
Adeptio*  the  defert.  With  the  re^igk>ay<dwy  Wcrejpnkid 
mJom.  to  adopt  the  language,  Barge,  and  origm  iriUta&st 
the  blood  of  the  ftrangers  and  narivcija4s.mfite^ 
fibly  mingled;  and  from  the  Euphrates  to  the 
Atlttftfe  the  fame  nation  might  feem  }tp  i)e'  dif. 
fufed  over  the  landy,  plajas  of  Afe  *o4  Africa* 
Tet  I  will  not  deny  that  fifty  thoufand  tents  of 
pure  Arabians  might  be  murfported  over  the*  Nile, 
and  fcattered  ^0^^*  ihp.Lyhiaii  '4rfert;.,  «skI  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  five  of  the  Moorifh  tribes  fell 
retain  their. baxkatvus  *dion*^wi&  the  appellation 
and  chara&er  of  white  Afneafts -m.  A 

■■•  \ V.  h* 

.i4.Tfce.ltft  bookof  Ixo-AfrtoiHtiy,  *n<4  thfc  &fcHations  df  Dr. 
5haw{p-si6.  uj>  »*?.  *4*>  &<%),  ^11  thrcjvr  fofnc  fight  on  the 
rclring  tribei  of  Barbery/  of  ArfcBiati  pi  JWootfgi  dd&it.  "But 
5haw1iad  den  tkcfe^fcrigc  *  with  ctea£ilcrror;'ab4Xreb/a  captive 


OP  TUB  RdMAN  ^Mf IltE.  *Sf 

•  V.lfc^  ftt*t*l  ^cMiqucBrtltelifi-tW  ftattk  «  y  A 
tB<Jfottth,  tto^Sortft  arid ti^Si^cet^  efife6iftft«Wl  v^v^w 
eadtotbif  «i  >tit '  cAttteerf^'Eii^  Fi?*AMI' 

In  tBebpfcian  <*f  tke  Ittlir^'IfeiflllfAlM^^  tempta- 

fere'?4.  -.At'ori*  at  the  tin***  Otffirfai***  <hrfr  J**** 
pntiMliquadMM  hatoaraged  th*  cb*ft  8f  Andaluw  * 7"* 
fia1";  ear  Iwlithey  fwgotteBtha  belief  of  Carthage 
bytbo  Gc^tet  facoours;  Jn  that  age,  Us  wdl  as  W 
die  prefent*  thr  ki^  of  Spai»%ere  |>6l&fl*d'etf' 
ttmfortsd&icf  Cental  cns^of  the  eolutons  of  H#ri* 
qdtft,  Wiach  is:)dividc4  toy  aJ«in#  ftreight >fre*i» 
the  oppflfite  ^larar  point*  of  Buttpe,  -  A  ftna* 
portion,  of  Mauritania . <waa:  ftilt-Wftitkig  ^  l4fae^ 
A£ric«  cohqu^ft ;  butiMufa,  hi  >th<f  pride  of -tt^- 
tory,  vaatfapklfod  f«wn  the  walfrof  Gteitta,  by  the 
vigibncoand  courage  of  count  Juliarr,  the  gehefttl3 
of  tht/Goths,  From  H*  dtfappaittbtfent  Wdpfcf.; 
pl^xify v  Mu&  waar  rtlfeved  by  att  i^xfcfe&ed  ttief- 

.     o-   ~    -f    ■     :  ..     .  •      •  -  j         -     ,    •'» 

in  the  Vatican,  appears  to,  have,  loft -more  of- hi*  Af abic» ,tya*  tyt 
coald'acquire  of  Greek  or  Roman,  learning.  Many  of  hit  £rou\ 
mitakes  mxfcx  be  detected  in  the  nrft  period  of  the  Mahomet*** 
hiAory*  .  ^  ...•-...  \     .-'    \     z\ 

>6f  III  a  conference  wi*  a  pti^ceof  theamrte,%ta»roxr  gWerreii? 

tb$t  their  religion  was  different;  upon  which  fcore.U  was  lawful 
for  brothers  to  quarrel  -  Otkkyl  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens;  vol."!/ 

P-J*--  •' '     ■*    ' 

*$  Abolfelftj  AqpaU  Moflenj.  p.  7S.  mf..fteifltc.  ' •  * *  * 

166  The  narjie  of  Andahifia  is  applied  oy  the  Arabs  not.oaljbttt 
the  modem  province,  but  to  the  whole  peninfula  of  Spain  (Goo* 
graph.  Nub.  p.xisi.  d'Herbekt,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  114,  115.)- 
The  etymology  h*s  been  moft  improbably  deduced  from  Vandalutia, 
•oumryof  the  VjtadaU  (d'Aiwilt>  Stats oVl«uft>p«,  jx/unjkTx*}, 
&ct).  But  the  liandalufia  «f  Cafiri,"  wbfch  fig ai fie*  in  Attbq:,  the  * 
region  of  the  evening,  of  the  Weft,  in  a  w^lho  Hofperia  of  U* .* 
GreeKl,  it  petfcAly  oppoft*  (88*0*.  AraJ^iftpan*)  /tom. it* ' 

H  h  a  fage 


fft  *FH*  SCGLIUS  AHB  T  ADL 

imrodnA^tliit  wm  fat©  th*  toast  rrifefipfr?** 
&TO«ft4uftfe<iftto*lljt  caufe  rfihi*  trericbcr^>ikc 
Spaniards  tfaH^tfepNB!  dto''p<qrah*;  ftrfry;  of  h* 
brighter  eata*0*  ttfo  ¥frgtoi*fao  •**  fedticad}  or 
tmiflied*  bf  tier  ferertign ;  of  »  fiartker  wt*  fieri* 
€<sed  Mr  teKgi#a  and  tt^ttp*©  theitfrft  ofnnv 
tenge.  Theipaflfcufr  of  |ir4wet  taro  iO&ea^fcoBB 
Kmntiow  and  rjeftttt&ttt ;  <  bq0  JtttsnweJbfaHftrn 
ttlc,  rorotntic  Ai  ftfeK,  te  iiliiifcwtotljr  iupposfeiS 
fry  -cxtkrnal  ^tidence ;  -  and  the  4iift0^a£>6pflk 
*4H  -foggeft'fbme  motived  <#  inttrdft irrthjxdfey 
more Jeongenia3^  the  breaft  *f  *'v4ftftainfittfet. 
inan^;  *  Jlfer-the  cteceafe a#  (tepofi^bffcoT  SB3- 

'^7  JhtfaH  Af(J  reAwreclion:of  the.  3^^<?l<>I1?#^J3f^  *$$** 
by  Mariana  (torn.  i.  p.  238— -z'6o.  1-  vK  c.  19— *6."  1."  vn-  c.  u  a*). 
That  hiftoriata  hae  infufed  mto  fif*  nbofc  work  (JlftoUtraeRelftis 
HHpaetaphbrrixx.  Hag*  Ccwtum  i%aa,fa  fr^.v<>!lWWft/$jN0' 
with  the  Continuation  of  Miniana),  the  ftyle  and  fp[rit,of  a  Roroan 
claflic;  and  after  the  xVi*  century,  his  tho&ted^^ffli  jffirpfeiit 
jnaybefefclytrufted.  B«t  tfaejefcit  boot  e^pti&MIllte:  pre - 
JUdkcaof  harder  *  be  adopt*  and  adoitpjiUke  bit  rival JfegMro, 
the  molt  abfurd  of  the~natkmat  legends ;  he  is  too  carelelfi  crafc- 
xifm  afid  chrtmolofy,  atodfbppUes,  from  ft  Ev^fftfcyVtbefe&lfeif 
xA  hiftotrca)  evidence,  Thck  cbtfita  are  Ja^  ,ai^  ^fretjjjott ; 
Roderfe  arch.bifhoo  of  Toltdq,  tbe.ft$er  of  the  %aviibJwpprv 
'lived  five  hundred  years  after  the  conqueft  of  the  Arabs  ;£££&« 
.more  early  accbonti  are  comprifed  in  fome  weajre  JiatfcjiL'tfie 
blind  chronicles  of  Iftdore  of  Bateja^(Paoeftfis^{  ando^Ufchpflfo 
Hi.  "king  of  Leon,  which  I  have  feen  only  in  the  Annal*  c-tl^gn 

163  Le  viol  (fays  Voltaire),  eft  axrffi  difficile  k  faire  qfr'k  prouver. 
De»  Ev5q*es  fe  feroient  ils  Kffne~*  potnr  une  fflle  ?  (fSife  QtfferaJc, 
.c.  xkvi.).    Hw  argument  i*  not  Jofieafly  ooncluflte*  •    • .  •  -1    ■<-. 

***  I«  t&rftfciy  erf  C^' Mariana*  (h*fcij.  »f  .^taWMl^flMm 

to  vie  with  the  Lucretia  o£  L^;^  Like  the  ancients,  be  fekfora 

\  quotes; 


rf  iftoiMi^^nflWefikWfev^We  ******  •• '*•***!  ^— ^»^ 

%*rxrfrth*thdwi*c*fe*  i*pt«ie^itf<  J^firua** 
flattens  -SEhek  atfmflfaeai!  f  *»  thfeisnwre-,  Amgoi* 
•in,. a*  k:  \ttKwmtti*fc ^«Ael-diii«ntdatiBkia»£ 
worts s  Atirfallwfcycoe' nehtdtb^/thd femes* 
tiaacefrf&mMr^ani'tket.prdiBifb  tffi*  revolut»ta* 
and  ]Mbww)rOppis»  aarchWOwp  *fe  ToUdo  and 

tttf^eMu)(4ir«tbeftfte.^,lc  i*  ^rotable  thafijuHaiH 

«*  ja^e*hkr*hihdifc»©»  of  <ffaf»^iftifiMe«ftBak 

frettm*  fftettvfo  h*d:  JMe-  *>  bap*; and  much  tot 

ft* ftomtfcA*** Uteto  ^ ..**  thtyiinprudent 

king  could  not,  forget  d>  fdrgfore:  tfce  njvriee  wftitfc 

Roderic  and  hk  family  haJd  Aiftained.    The  merit) 

and  Jjifluepce  of  the  cqtutt  rendered  him  aft  ufc&s 

.  on  foniWe  At^t,  hi*  ^tfcs.were  amiple^  hit 

'feifignNbri*  andownnwltf  and itrwat tAor&tsdtp 

fag*  toat*  bf  W»  Afcd»k>fiaa;  and"  Mawitamui 

Wtnm*idH'he'  held  itf  hsVbaod  the  kcpr.tf  ibr 

Spa$nV.  monarchy.1     Teo  'fcettfe,  towwefc,   ta* 

.  too*  M»  foveneign  in  arm**  he  fought  #e  aid  or*  * 

foreign,' ftawar-,    and  his  taflv  lavmrrfc*   ofc  dMt 

.  poors',  and  Arabs  produced  the  calamities  of  eight 

hundred  years.    In  ha  epiftles,  or  in  a  perioral 

'  interview,  hr  revealed-  tfce  treakb  and  aakrfdbjeft 

4oote»i-  a»dtheol<Wkteftlafl«ir  of  Baronim  (AtinaL&cV£  A.  D. 
7rr  R*  19).  tKtttf  &M»r-TA»4e*a«l  *  Gafflieim  tltecotf  of'tbe 

■      ■'  •*• Hft  3    •"    '  •       ~-     •   of 


rsmmecumtJjan*  :?au> 


prfafey. ithgradagenaraey  jrfiart:  y  jJuniiuCfff  people. 


th******  wttd  fcof  km^  the ^tift*^^ 
fcatta  ^to  ihMU  huttbfcd  the  rptidt  of.  rBome, 
ddfrafedMhe  :i|W»  jof  JUtiow,  :ahd  penetaated 
irom  theOiaubefa  the  Adanti&ooean*  -Secluded 
w&toc  vtkc  'Mroittt  by  •'  tot  'f^fRtten  mount  ainsy 
the  firccfeflfors&f  Alaric  had  flmnbuiri  in  a  long 
peace:  the  wailfcdf  the  ritie**rtre  moukiired  into 
Aift?  the  youth  had  *band#nad  the  ezerafe  of 
linn*  ^ '  and  die  prefmnpfcon  rf  dmi  aftriant  re* 
tlown  would  erpofe  sbem  in  a  field**  battle  to- the 
4nft*aflanlt  of -the  fatadert. T*»  aMA>itfooa'£a- 
aabeh  was  fired  by  the  eafe  and  importance' of  fhte 
attempt;  but  the  execution  was  delayed  till  he  had 
confultcd  the  commander  o£  the  fafchful  *,  and  his 
•aseflfenger  returned  with  the  pcrmfflbn  of  Walid 
to  annex  the  unknown  kingdoms  of  the  Wfcft  to 
the  religion  and  throne  of  the  caliphs.  Jn  his  refi- 
dence  of  Tangier,  Muia,  with  fecrw^  and  caution, 
continued  his  coirefpondence  and  taften&ttft  pre- 
panuions.  But  the  remorfe  of  the  em(piiaft» 
was  ibothed  fay  the  fallacious  aflhrance  that  he 
fliould  content,  himfelf  with  the  glory  and  fpoil, 
without  afpiring  to  eftabKlh  die  Modems,  beyond 
the  &a  that  Separates  Africa  from  Europe18*. 
«     "  •  ■       »  Before 


•*»•  ffcfcQanlili,  Ihaaoia*  Abolpbangiut,  Abolfcd*,  fa&  ortr 
1teagaqttdtofSpai«ialftnm,*rwithafaglew0te  Thctotsf 
Ho«»irt,  ind  t*e  otfctr  Armkatr  urilcri,  »  geiNtfarte^tWggJi  with 
(bole  foreign  tUoy,  by  M.  dtCtrdoanc  (Hi*.  drrAIHfae<tdc 
rjtfpa^jc  fo>j^  Domhutlon  de«  AritotPttis,  17*5. 3  «ot  fat  t»^ 
toaui  p.  #— it+)<  sad  moi? condjHy  tiyii  <k  Oafcini  {Htt. 

ACS 


"   Before  Mr^  cha> 

^b to^hc^trwwremnddnfelds xsfef ^  foreign  land* .  he  \#-J*lJ- 
4n^e^^fafs>dangtro»  trial  arf  their  ftoogth  wd  BkKf 
iteadly.:  >  Gto<huadred^«bff  i&drffoli1  fauglreii  th*  Arabs, 

jrifer  urfCeuar?.  tbr  ptecfe  if*  th^irr  tififoeM  on  .fh* 
.appo&rifiiore^fb/rife  ftfeighti  ibuwktd  by.  thfe 
:name<>o£<^ftiiefc  *hi*f  ^attJ  ibe>*&ite>  <^  *W$ 
-mainmdttfcCTenfr1?1  is  fixed  to  &e?  »o»th  of.  &&* 

-themsraflli  ©£  Jufy*  fem  huffed  >nd  fprty-eighr 
ijfasm  «&«rj  *h<H**>tni<h  **fe  Of -C^r%Tfcvea 
-hfcndi^  imdrt*^^^  From 

d$fi  ^nni,  f/>in;,i*^:;|4^^-3ifo.)      The  librarian  of  tn^tfcurial  hat 

tl ql  iati s*?cd  my  hopW:  y eVlie"  arppt*ars  to  h avt?  fr'a* rc^a"  wtth ^diligence     #  : 

iu*Vi^ifm«erih1rftt^  ^ 

cUiba/A^IL  v°  0>  °f  ftc'nllazil,"  &c.  Sec  Bibliot/Arabtco  flifpana, 
"ronV  W;p.  jri  joj, /eo\:  i$i/fc$i ;  319  -^v^'-OWNs  6\i*ali<$»ytlie.iii- 
Adferrfv  isib^b^*  flWet*  hythe ArMc  loanHB^^f  Ri& fcjend  fee 
J^£c^<al4>D£ujtyue<  apd  fp  ttyeir  joint  labours  I  am  {\cenly  indebted. 
'"  "'^  A  mmafce'  of  KoaencofTotedo/inc6m^ar?ngtheMfiiryear« 
3riPffic ^'H^dC^1tilhdJli)&Ji,>ef»T)f  theJJEia,3)as  detrrmUK&fe- 
^ijf^attja/M,  ^Urth^cr-Qp^ -  uMpaajft  hj&fria ns,  JLo  tfaqe  the 
firft  ipvafion  in  the  year  .713,  and  the  battle  or  X*res  in  November 
rt£'  TOs  arfidirdninTr  "of 'thVee  year*  Has  Weti  deftcttdliy  th« 
!WIHrMtY6criiJkol^r  dHtodW  «riwoll«i<*ir  tbtf*  ail,  <>f}l>f«i 
(Critiea^l^4uvp;TI69,  *?£— <i?4  )*  wjio  Jiavc  reftqred  the  genuine 
ftatc  of  the  re  Volution.  At  the  prefciit  time  an  Arabian  fcheftar,  like 
:OJdoinc,  who  adopts  the  ancient  error  (torn.  i.  p.  75)9  is  inex- 
cufably  ignorant  or  carelefs. 

*'»  The  J^ra  of  Caefar,  which  in  Spain  was  in  legal  and  popular* 

•  ^fe  fefftheVlv^ctnftir^^nt  tfcirfy  tiftff  ytiMfctft* tnVftfrt h 
or^rffrT  I  woW tthr %h> oti|tntoTTW  fene*af petdebf^m sttd 

**ffl4s,*rttfch  cbtitomai  th^pbwer  z*4  porta**  rf  the  trtuwvirs 

^DioD^aJGosyJ.-jdfKir  p«  54r*i«-r  Agpian  4e  BdL CwLkv. 

-P*  ?«4t  ^.  /pl^.  ^  $s«f«!.,wfs  Ji  prciyjnce.;©/  C*£*r  OS  avian  •  i||d 

•  "X^pj^fWA^wJiicb  raifi/J  (he  fifft  temple  to  Auguftus  (Tacit.  An- 
,  "jtf.  u  7f^miglit  borrow  frohVthe  OfielftaTt  tfil  mo«c  of  flatly- 

Hh*  through 


bf^lir^a  the  *»«&  ifcwtf^lt  mm*  &£i*ifor)fci 

yqWeers  were  er^affe^iinjkt  the«tf»qMnigdisf 

Tairik,  ja   dawtfeft  %#4  ikM^'Md***  fufefeitpw 

piUftd  th*  cxpefttfjpu  <&  #s  <&rtt>y&kiih*txmt£r 

-  feiy  .traoiport^  wre.prayidei  fcy.^^dttftrjrntf 

Their  fc-    their  too  faithful  ally,.     The  Saratens,  tatfed  *?♦ 

fwnt,de"     *fc.  Ac  pillar  or  ppinj  of  Europe  j  tjbe:  socrupriand 

£pj£7"'  fenH&F  ^peJWo^.of  Gibraltar  {Gibkud  TarikJ^ 

ments  of  hie  camp  were  the  firft  ofttline  of  thofe 
foruEcatioo^  ^riiich*  ift  th$  Jpglds  of;  our  ooun* 
trynwn,  have  refilled  the  art  aad.prareri^tf  tfca 
ho»ft  #.  Bo«rl>g«i.  The-  adgaceAtvgpv^moxk  in* 
formed  the  cowt  of  ToUa  of  the  Aobrnqtiamt' 
prpgrcf$  of  the  Arabs j  and  th*  defeat  of  ii*  Iteu- 
teoaat  £deco,  vhoiiad  been  oonmumded  tp  fti^e 
'  anjl  banc)  the  pndumptuow- Grangers,  tfdft*)niftk*i 

*7i  The  road,  the  country,  the  old  caOe^pf  qopqtJufen,  ted 
tfce  ftiperttitious  belief  of  th*  Spaniards  of  hidden  treafurqv  tyc-pce 
d^fijfibed  It*  Ity*  tekaf  (Voyage*  en  E^gntf  ct  eri  flattc1.  torn.  I. 
IV  to?— *I7-)  with  hit  ufual  pleafcntry. 

'?*  „Thj|  )Wbi#fi  G«e*rapker  (p.  154.)  espbufa  the  topography  of 
the^r  ^hwt  it  is  feif  Uy  incredible  that  trie  lieutenant  of  Mufc. 
ftoflW  execute  the  jteiptfafc  a&4  *fcMTs  meafure  of  burning  hi* 
ffeipfc  ■  • .        .w^  -.-'"••     • 


RoA^d£^hc^li«ii^*J  &*ri&&*  »*e  c  haf. 
royakfi^dtt^tW^as  ^*^ts£^he  biitep* 
aad>  tht^idf  «daKfc  **fl^tefeAat ' 

tteft&d <#*** Mrtimf'm&Hte  tW*  W«tir; 
ofe^R***^  ^bieb^  ettpteyed^by  *rt  Art&it 
hiitorkn^  «*y?;b#  eJB«rf*4  bf  Aedote  iffiSmy-  of 
language^  r^i^pn^  ami  manrtfers,  betwceh  the  na- 
ti0ns*f 6p6ift."  Hfe  arftiy  confifted  of  ninety  ot* 
an,  frttidrdd  thotifand  «*«;   fc  foftnidtWe- power, 
if  tbeir  fidelity  «md<tifdpHfte  had  been  adequate  tor 
theirs  number.     -The  troops  of  Tank  Had  been 
augmented  to^twek*  thofcfand  Saracens;   but  the 
Cbriftiaa  makcooteafo  were  attrafted  by  the  in- 
flwnce;4  fuhfc*,  and  a  ^<wd  of  Africans  maft 
greedily' tafted  tha  temporal  bleffings  of  the  Koran. 
Iii^ithe   iteighbdurbood  of  Cadis*   the  town  of c 
X^rcs  t7l  ha*  been  iilufbrated  by  -  die  encotimei*  and  v»Ao- 
whioh  detenniJied  ft*  fe*c  <>f  «he-togtor»r;'5£i? 
ftriam  of  tbe  Guadalete,  wbkh  fefe  into  the  bay^;1 
divided  the  two  *ai»psr  ind  marked  the  advan^  : 
ting  and  imqw&g  flurmtihes  of  three  Ibcceffive 
aod.  Woody  dgy^    Qa  the  fourth  diyy  th*  two*1 
games  joined  a  more  festal*  ami  de&fire'  JBRkt  ^ 
but  Alaric  iwonld  bam  btalbed**  th*  fight  of  hb  i 
unjsfctfhy  fosmSoti .  Juftswng4Jtv  bit  ltead  a  <fia~  r. 
dqpkifti  gtiftrK  ixwunhenedt  with,  a  flwring  Vobe  * 
of  gold  and  filksu  embroidery,  and  reclining  on  % 
litter,  Qr  car  of  ho*y*  dtaw$  by  two  white  iqiilsg*  % 
No^iiWtw^%  $e.  y^jw  p£  (b«  Soaomfc  they 

M*  Xere*  (the  Roman  colony  of  A$»  Rrgi*>  h  only  two  feftgue* 
from. Cadiz.    In  the  xvtfH  qottaKf  itwan  *»g**i*ry  of  ootn';  and  " 
the  wiu«tof  Xere*  U  familijar  to  tac  nations  of Europe  (£*d;  Nonii   ;- 
Hff^ania,  c.  13.  p.  54—56-  a  work  of  correct  and  concife  know*  r 
l*d««  i  (iTAAtfiUt,  gttfs*  Mora?*  Jte.  p.  ng 4), 

Ifcinted 
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c  m  ^tfli  U9<lff  .-*«  wefebc  rf  w*ittiad,  and  the 
glain  of  ^erca  ipos  e*e4pittad  'wfcb  fefeetr  thou- 
&wlW  their tadfapdscft.  .*  My  tawbm^^Aid 
Tank  jo  jbjs  forming  companions,  a  4be  enemy 
*\i«  befotfeyou*  the  iea  is  behind;  whither  mold 
44  y*  Ay-   FoUaw  your  general;   I  am  rcfolved 
«  cither  to  lofe  ffy  life,  or  to  trawple  on  the 
«f  proftme  king  of  the  Ramans."      Befides  the 
refcwrce  of  def pair,  he  confided  in  the  fecnet  cor- 
ttfpcmdence   and    no&urnsd  interviews  of  coimt 
Julian,  with  the  font  and  the  brother  of  'Wifiza. 
The  t*k>  .princes  and  the-  arckbUhop  df  Ttotfcdb 
occupied'  the    moft  important  poft*    theft-  weH- 
tnwd  defedion  broke  the  ranks  of  dfeChtiftiaifS; 
eadi  warrior  was  prompted  by  fear  or  fofpikitoiLto 
confaH  his  perianal  fafety ;  and  the  remains  of*he 
^Gothic  army  were  Scattered  or  deftroyed  in  the 
Sjjshfc  rand  purfmit-  of  the  three  nnhnvin^  days* 
Attidftthe  general  dtforder,  Rodcric  ferted-from 
Ms  cwr>  and  mounted  Ordii, '  the  4fedte6  of  his 
bxb*t  but  heefc&pcd  from  a  foldSkrY  death  to 
pcrflh  more  ignobly  in  the  waters  oftthefiodtiar.ior 
Cteadalqator.     Hta  diadem,  hit  robes;  *aiyfc  ids 
conifer,  were  found  on  the  bank;  butasd^body 
of  the  Gothic  prince  was  loft  in  the  waves,  the  pride 
;  and  ignorance  of  tfie  caRpfi  muft  have *l&£ffa&ie& 
with  fame  meaner  head,  which  was  expofod  in 
;  tfhiihph  before  the  palace  of  Damaftus.  r  *  'And 
•^  fuch,"  continues  a  vifiant  biftcrian  of  &e  Arabs, 
?c  is  the  fate  of  thofe  kings  who  withdraw  the*- 
• u  ftlves  from  a  field  of  battfc  :■*.•* 

.  ,:  ........    ■..     4     -      ^  ;Coupt 

.  irt  Id  fane  infortunit  rcgibos  pokmes  attetafcrcntilms  fiepecon. 
tingH.  Ben  Hazil  of  Grenadi,in  Bibliot  ArabH^HHpsiu,  torn.  ii. 


-ifi&myv  that' hi*  only  tepte  wis  iA  Ae  hiin  of  hi*  n^^y^j 
caonfrji^  After  &e  battle  of  Sorer  he  tecotot*  JeoShie 
meinded*be  moft  eflfe&oul  mieafares !  to' the  vKStari*  monarchy, 
oia  flaraca*  *  <*  .liking  +f  the  Gdth*  is  flrin  ; : A' a  7"- 
^  their  princes  ate  &td  before  70U,  the  army  is 
* :  rooted,  /die  •  nariorr  is  ~aftoniflie<i  Secure  with 
"  fuffictent  detaohnentxr  the  cities  of  Boaica ;  but 
^  in-  pesforr,  ami  ^without  delays  march  to  the 
"  royal  cky  of  Toledo,  and  alkw  not  the  difc 
'<  traced  Chriftiaris  «hher  time  or  tranquillity  for 
*  the.ela&ion  of  a  new  monarch/'  Tank  lifter*, 
dd  to  his  advice*  A  Roman  captive  and  prafo* 
lyte,  who -had  beet*  enfranchifedby  the  caliph 
Hmfel£>  affaulted  Cordova  with  feven  hundred 
hbrfec  *he  fvam  thte  river,  furpfifed  die  tenth,  and 
drove  the  Cbriftians  into  the  great  chord),  where 
dray  defended  themfelves  above  three  monthe. 
AnrJther  detachment  reduced  the  fe^coaft  of  B«- 
tfca/  which  in  the  laft  period  of  th*  Mobrifc  powa- 
itas"  coknpnfitt'in  •  a  narrow  fpace  the  poptifcrtte 
fcrngdofi  of  Grenade. «'  The  march  of  Harifc: 
fo*rth?  Boetit  fo  the  Tagus  t7%  vaa  directed 
tfadugb  Ac  Sierra  Merena*  that  feparates  Anda- 

P-  3*7-.  Spmc  CTtdplquiSfwrnunk  better  that  tiijgJtoderjcuar  R*~ 
derigo,  cfcaped  to  an  hermit's  cell ;  and  others  that  he  was  caft 
flWmio  a  tab  ft}ft>f  ifcrpeftts, .  from  wBeae*  he  exclaimed,  with 
alamcBtablevoioe,  ««  they  4c^M>ur  the  ^sfetwHh  waich  I  have  fb 
u  grievouflj  finned."  (Don  Quixote,  part  ii.  l.iii.  c.  i.). 

**r  The  direct  road  from  lorduba  to  Toledo  was  meafuredby 
Mr^ftjrinfcwneM  mule*  ia  f  %$ hours ;  but  a  larger  cotnputatiea  mufc 
be  adopted  for  the  flow  ariddcrioos  marches  of  aaatftyr*  The  Arabs 
traveled  the  province  of  La  Mancha,  which  the  pen  of  Cervantes 
lifts  transformed  into  daific  ground  to  the  reader  of  every  nation.  . 


4V*  f  Jtr  IffCtrt*  ^irt>Wi^t 

<?^p;  Ifcfli  to^<3aftflU,'4ll ^ciii^l.i^l  inuaxm*  under 
the**tUof  Stole4fi*7*i>  Thi  twrt  rtr&xn  of  the 
Gwhotts   ho^^l*4i#d  ^4A  ike  r&tt  *af  Their 

thrift*  hrt4UUfolM*a^4ttd  rataUrCiap. 
whuion.  me^MM^<W^«weaH««kto  de- 
port with  their  Qaefift  t  >ftren<h  nuchas  ^were  appro- 
priated' to  the  'Ctotftiaki  TOriUp*  the:  ardkbtihop 
aM  hi*  -tfagy  ^Nre^ar  bbmy,  to,  edacedfir  their 
fafrftieoo,  the  monks:  4i*  pnrfMfe  or  atglefe  thar 
pomde  ?  and  the:  Goths-  and  i  Rations :  irate  deft 
in  ail  dnL  and  i,  rioAnd  cafes  id  *be  AtamiinBt* 
jttriWifthm  <rf  their  own  laws  and  magtfkatea* . Bdt 
ifuhejaftice  o£  Took  prtteded  the  ifihriftiaMj 
hif<  gratitude*  aod  foticy  reworded  ;th^njeirs^lb 
\dbcfe  faaret  *r  open  aid  he^  wafciindotoed  far /4b 
190A  important  lad^ifukms*  genfcqrtori.hft  ttJfte 
k*gp  and  iyaeds  iof  Spun,  *ba  had  ofjen>rprdfcd 
thq  alternatife  o£  fcaofthment  or,  haprifm,  that 
tot  aft  aation  endbnocri  the  nummtloScmrenjpi 
ttoi**myarifeii  of  their  paft  a^d  fwfatf  Am*  In* 
tfc*  pledge  «rf  Jthdar  fidelity*  aoA.lheaUiaiC5db*» 
twee*  the  dtfeiplea  of  Molts  and  of  Mahomet, 
ww  ttaint$i*ed  t%U  the  finpl  $ra  of  tjieir  cpipmoa 
expulfion.  From  the  royal  feat  of  Toledo*  the 
Attrition  leader  fpretd  hi*  eonqpefta  to  th*  ftortfe* 
gy'cr  the  modem  realms  of  Caftflle  *nd  t&m.f,  tar 
ttkjKedkfc  to  fiownrate  die  tideftrfhat  ykl4t& 

'  *>T1ic  a*tkprttfe»  of  Toledo,  tW/  Afvir  t*  ««  ftitftt%#fci*, 
W^RrJC^tf  ifl  tnevt*  century,  are*  or  iH^defcnbcffoy  TWntflf?'  ^Hik* 
pwiia,  c.  59.  p.  r*r--t8iK>  ^borrow*  from  Roderte the^Mritr/*- 
*?m»ir  of  Mbafrfh  portraits}  ^t^ttioy)e%tfilmdtt^l!kiift vrtifno 
inoreifcari*  Roman  tmplftforiit.  -'  8:,,,,!  L''" 

v .  on 


on  his  -wmukibauqjwzlp  idr^tofli-dw  ^tetftf  ai! £*» 
m*8,  *cqo*ed  ^itbdjfiot^(1trtW%/f Ae Jjf*>&^ 

tl*  ouyntimtlitoinfQiC  :fi$cm«*itliettttfh  lg\Mm 
lmiWrum>of  Afofajr  whs  bad  jftrforqfad,  wicb  ;tb^ 
iptatd  of  ?  ti^eQc^iJbtiwiAoiiMB WnVtoh^of  &w| 
hailed  »to,<iropaihfl  rocktaf/Qi^ni^tto  tfo 
b»y(  oTlfcfc&yko  r.  Thp /athiis^  of  land  coflafdkd 
Etift  ir*  tfefew**  *n&  he  \ni •  readied  tq  ToMo* 
t*tturafo&$^  oftAAdui^g.a  kingdom  in 

the  abfenpd  tc^fab  igeoerah  i  Spain,  rwljichy  4b4  nton* 
jMagfe  mid  difcrdoiy>ftatf,>fcaiJ  rsfiftedy  fcpo  hum 
sjred  yefcrs,  the  tans  t>f  the  R6wtf*H  jqm^vwrt 
tub  id  a.fe**jia**s  hy  thofe  of  the  SttattBb* 
a*d  fe&w&t  tkcaageraafeof  f^boiifibn  ai^d  tr^fei^ 
tbar  th«  gtJVtfrai^r  of  Cordova  hr  j*tot\ln^^tfejt 
ttafy  chief  \wfco?  fell*  without  conditicmftv'fit  pifc 
ft^y«to  tbmhwid&M  The.  caitfg  tfrf  the  ftfatfce 
tad  tattft  tettocabl?  judged  ia  the  Arid^irfw; 
««d,  ♦At  nation**  difteay,  eadtpst*  rf*|iq: 


*79  In  the  Hiftori*  Arabujn  (c.  o*  p.  i ; .  ad  calcem  Elnaacin  j,  Rcu 
fleric  of  Toledo  defcribes  the  emerald  tables,  and  inferts  the  name 
tf  ttetori/UmetfaiA^birffOT^  He«ft>**r¥t*tt» 

ccbtexfiint  with  the  Mahometan  writer*  j  but  \  cannot  ag£t  with 
$£,  jde  Guignrs  (Hi ft.  des  Huns,  torn.  i.  p.  350.)*  that  he  had  read 
and"tr*riicrfl3cd  Kovairi ;  bcetufcfce  was  dead  an  hundred  years  b*- 
fea*  mind'4**p&l*n*  hfcftoly.  TO*  tniftan*  is  taradad**  «• 
fttll  proffer  err^ar.  M  de  Outgoes  confounds  the  hiiorian  Roderick 
Xi^enes  a»chbiflie^of  Toledo  in  Jha.xHiH  center?,  mrith^ardiaal 
Xm*9*i  who  «o*e.rAc4£ptiti  iathe  begtaoinjr  of  the  xw*)^  and  war 
tjje^jfubjeit,  not  the  atubar,  of  hiftoriaal  coinpofitton*. 

Bird  and  hit  companions  In  their  Inland  jeurney,  "  Hie  tandem 
•«  ftatimna,  nobis  ubi  defuit  orbU." 

narchy 


4j*  inn  m&sum  anukwil^ 

w^w  hadVftnqiiia^ 

That  ftrength,  had  been  vaftid  by  t*a?  tasilti** 
ftgfoM  «f  fernae  aad  pdtiknce^  and  tfafcgoftM- 
<**»  Who  *e»  inpatient  to  fui?end«r,  might-  e*» 
aggsraite  the  difficulty  of  tiottediitg  theJprt¥ffions 
of  a  Gege.    T6  tfibrm  the  Chrtfliane,  fij^rftfcion 
likewifc  contributed,  her  tetrcvi:  and  <he  ftftlle 
Arid)  encotitfatged  the  report1  tf**dtf63itt&t  6fitetto9 
and  prophecies,   and  of  the  portrait*  of  tte  def* 
tmed  conquerors  of  -Spam,   thtt  Irere  dftWdibQ 
on*  breaking  open    to    apartmtnt   of  ^httf&ftt 
paiace.    Yet  a  fpark  of  the  vital  flawiP^WBlf1 
afire :  fome  invincible  fugitives  ptffenfed-iP  Bfc^of 
poverty  and  freedom  in  the  Auftrfaii  wIKes-y^Aip 
ha*dy  mountaineer*  repuiftd  thttflSfcfe*  faf -HtaPW- 
liph j  .  and  the  fword  of  Pefegite' til*  T**tftttffifc 
formed  into  the  fceptte  of  the  eagfolic  ktogw*1*^- 
Conqucft       On  the  intelligence  of  ttri*  rapid -tfuecdt,  ilkt 
hyS&    appitMfe  of  Mub  degenerated  ^tt*y;  &&*» 
a.  D.  7 Si.  b^pya^  nor  to.  complain*   bat  to  fto»ihaf^at& 
wpiddletve iiim jiothitfg  to fubdue*  *' At^iSEAwid 
of  ten  thoti&nd  Arabs  and  eight  thoufend  Afrittns, 
he  paflfed  ov^r  in  perfon  from  Mauritania  to  Spain : 
the  firft  of  in*  companions  were  the  nobteft  of  the 


■  *lg.  SucH  wis  the  argument  of  the  traitorOftas,  and  ewjrcrtrf 
to  *kot>  it  waa  c^drcfled  ^idaw  ^rfwcT^rththc  fjpa»texrf  Petagioir 
Omnia  Hifpania  dudum  fub  uno  regimiae  Oothonim,  omnia  exer- 
dtu*  Hifptnia  in  uno  congrtgatua  Ifmaclitarum  Don  valuit  fafti- 
ncre  impetum.  Chron.  Alphonfi  Regit, apud  Pagi,  tom.iii.  p.  177* 
«•*  TherevftaJ  of  the  Gothic  kingdom  in  the  Anurias  is  diftin&ly 
ttaign  wnctfclj  noticed  bf  d'AttvUJe  (Etata  de  f  Europe,  p.'  1^9,). 


tn 
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Africa  ;  \lbmtifariwmfri beefoPSti  ttf 64ft&f  age" 
andrtfja«ifc  t^fccodd'Jtkc  boU^'cfafei-prift^or  their 
fattier^-  At  hi$>:  landing  air  Aigeare;  he  wis  re* 
fp^fiiily  entertained  by  c^rait  Jdiaiv  ^who  ftifl^J> 
his  mwafd  ifemorfe,  and:  teftiftcxf;  both'rin  words 
and  a&ioas,  that  the  V&fcorymrf  the  Afabs  iiad  not 
impaired  his  attachment  to ;  their  ~caufc   -Sornc 
enemies  yet  remained  fin-  the  fword?a*Mufiu    Thi 
tardy  repentance  of  the  Gotha  had  petnpanedahat -: 
own  numbers  and  thofe  of  tfcfe  Invaders  ;  the  cities 
from  which  «hfe  march  of  Tarik  had  Tdedmed;  6011* 
fideeed  themfelvei  a*  impregnable  ;  and :  the  brareft  ' 
patriot?  defended  the  fortifications  of  Seviile  and 
Merida.    They  were  fuccelfively  befiegedraHd?3WP-; 
dipped,  by  the4abour  of  Mufa,  who  transited  ;rfai«  ■ 
ca^p  from  the  Beetisto  the  .Anas,  faria  the  Gua- 
dalqttivir  to;  the  Guadiana,  *  When  te:  beheld  the 
works  of  RQman  magnificence,  -the :  bridge,  the 
aq^edu&s,  the  triumphal  arches,  aadth^  thfcatfr^ 
of  the  ancient  metropolis  of  Lufttania,  ^zt  (hoife)  * 
" ;  vulvae,'9'   faid  he    to   hi*  four  £orapahfea$  * 
^  that  the  human  race  muft  have unied  their  an 
U  and  power  in  the  foundation  o£  this  city ; ;  happy 
"jrt-the  man  who  fhall  become  its  -matte*?'-.  H*-# 
afpired  to  that  happinefs,  but  the  Emeritans  fuf- 
tained  on  this  occafion  the  honour  of  their-defeent 
from  the  veteran  legionaries  <*f  Augufhrt  **V"  ^Dtf* 

7  daining 

*f3  The  honourable  relics  of  the  Cantabmn .  war  (Dion.  CafBpt, 
1.  liii.  p.  7 to.)  were  planted  iiUhi*  metropolis  of  Lufitaitfjg,  perfe«p| 
of  Spain  (fubmittit  cui  tota  fuos  Hifpania  fafces)  Noniua  (Hifrania, 


ft*  THE  DECLINE  AND   F4fcL 

CSAFt  jawing  the  confinement  of  their  walla*  they  gave 
battle  to  the  Arabs  on  the  plain ;  b*t  an  ambaf- 
cade  rifing  from  the  (belter  of  a  quarry,  qr  a  n^a, 
chaftifed  their  inuifcretion  and  intercepted   their 
return*    The  wooden  turrets  of  aflault  were  rolled 
forwards  to  the  foot  of  the  rampart ;  but  the  defence 
of  Merida  was  obftiuate  and  long ;  and  the  cejlltof 
the  martyr*  was  a  perpetual  teftimony  of  the  loifes  of 
the  Moflerat.    The  eonftancy  of  the  befieged  wa* 
at  length  iubdued  by  femine  and  defpajr j  and  the 
prudent  vifikor  diiguiied  Jus  impatience  under  the 
names  of  clemency  and  efteem.    The  alternative 
of  exile  or  tribute  was  allowed ;  the  churches  were 
divided  between  the  two  religions ;  and  the  wealth 
of  thofe  Who  had  fallen  in  the  fiege,  or  retired  to 
Gallicia,  was  confiscated  as  the  reward  of  the  faith 
ful.    In  the  midway  between  Merida  aud  Toledo, 
the  lieutenant  of  Mufa  faluted  the  vicegerent  of  the 
caliph,  and  conducted  him  te  the  palace  of  tha 
Gothic  kings.     Their  firft  interview  was  cold  and 
formal :  a  rigid  account  was  exa&ed  of  the  trea- 
fures  of  Spain :  the  chara&er  of  Tarik  was  expofed 
to  fufpicion  and  obloquy ;  and  the  hero  was  im* 
prifoned,  reviled,   and  ignorainioufly  fcpurged  by 
the  hand9   or  the  command    of  Mufa,      Yet  fo 
ftrick  was  the   difcipUne,  fo  pure  the  zeal,  or  fo 
tame  the  fpirit,  of  the  primitive  Mofieins,    that 
after  this  public  indignity,  Tank  could  ferve  and 
be  trufted  in  the  redudion  of  the  Tarragonefe  pro- 
vince.   A  mofch  was  ere&ed  at  Saragofla,  by  the 

cj  t.  p.  to*— i  io.)  ctiumemte*  tte  indent  ftrufi  *re»,  bet  concfedet 
with  a  figh  r  Urbs  h«c  olim  nebHHfimt  ad  nwgnanv  inealarum 
intrequentiam  ddapfh  eft  ct  prctcr  prifc*  cLritatia  roioaa  ftihl 

oftendit. 

liberality 


opened  ^tfrie  V^ffefedf Syria?  raa^e?6offis-w<«r4 

fidrftrfd 'fcejrbridfte* ^feeaii' mcmiit Jni^fe^  ffidf 

€&ific*'pf©vtoc^^^^  cfr  Langii^oc**^ 

tft  tty^urfch  of  ;8t:  »Iary;ar  CarciaiR)tie,*Miift 

fotiiitf,  but  ltwV* fciprobable  that'he  fcft,    ftvea 

^bclttaffi'ftatued  ofmadfy {fiver  pandBbto  Kfrterak 

ir  *epltirftri  df  Narbonn<*>  he  .retiirt^'dft  KIs  foot 

ftejfwr'ti'the  Galli&ui'tfnd  Lufittaiian  ftdi«  of  ft* 

ofceah."  Diiriirg-the  abfettce  of  the  father*  Ks  tea 

Afcdtfasiz  chafUfed'the  ihflii^to'of  feyiBe,  ^4 

wfdiiiec!,  from  Malaga  16  Valtetia, i-Ac  Tea-c<Hifr 

of  the  M^dite^ranesmi :  his  original  treaty  with  th« 

<3fifctee<t  and*  valfem'-Thd^ 

the4  ihaHnert  and  pottcy  of  the  time**  -  "  The  to  fa 

u%difiwtt  of J fence  agreed  'add  Jkvorh  between  Abd*- 

«  lazhxTy  *****  fin  of'Miifb^fi^efon  <f  Vdffttj  and 

<*  Thiodefnir  'pffoct  nf  the  Gblbs.    1ft  the  ntaie  of 

"  the'tnbft  merciful  God/  Abdelaziz  makes  pe&c* 

rt  dd  thrfe  conditions :  that  Thecdemur   diall  not 

:»>f  Bpjbtfc*  interpreter*  of  Novairi,dc  Gu»gnes(Hift«  des  Hunt, 
torn.  j.  pv349.)»  aad  Cardpnne  (Hift.  de  PAfriqtfe  it  de  l'Efpajenc, 
torn*  i.  p.  93,  94. 10^,  105. )i  lead  Mufa  into  the  ftarbonnefe  Gaol. 
B<tl  Angrto  mention  of  this  enterprife  efther  .fa  Roderic  of  Toledo^ 
orfihcAIJS.  of  fhejHfeurial,  aad  the  invafion  of -the  Saracens  i*  poft: 
pcujed  by  a  French  chronxlc  till  the  ix*h  year  after  the  conqueft  of 
Spain,  A.  D.  721  (Pagi;  Critica,  torn.  In.  p.  177. 195*  Hiftorians  of 
France,  to*.  iii.> .  *  J  much  qaeflion  whether  MuX*  ever  paifcd  the 
Pjrr#aees..  T  ^ 

,s5  Four  hundred  yeajs  after  Thcodcmir,  his  territories  of  Murcia 
and  CiifthftgeniareUtitin  the  NubiaA  geographer  Bdrifi  (p.  tj+.»l6fe) 
Ibfttiaipeo^fl^doiir.  {Dy^nviUe^  Etats  dcJ'Europe,*  p.  156.  Pagi, 
torn.  iii.  p.  174.).  In  the  prcfent  decay  of  Spanifti  agriculture*, 
Mr.  {^dnj)qrnc^Tra?el8  into  Spain,  p.  119.)  furveyed  with  pleafurc 
the  delicious  ^calley  fropi  Murcia  to  Orihuela,  four  leagues  and  a 
half  of  the  fipejt  corn^  pijlfc,  Iucern,  oranges,  ft* 

Vol.  IX. "     '   "  Ii  '     "b£ 
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C  \i  P*  "  **  Curbed  in  his  principality;  nor  any  injury 
"  be  offered  to  die  life  or  property,  the  wives  and 
**  children,  the  religion  and  temples,  of  the  Chrifl> 

*  ians:  that  Theodemir  fhall  freely  deliver  his 
"  feven  cities,  Orihnela,  Talentola,  AKcant,  Moia, 
u  Vacafora,  Bigerra  (now  Bejar),  Ora  (or  OptaX 
•*  and  Lorca :  that  he  fliaH  not  affift  or  en* 
"  tertain  the  enemies  of  the  caliph,  but  fliali 
u  faithfully  communicate  his  knowledge  of  their 
"  hoftile  defigns:  that  himfelf,  and  each  of  die 
"  Gothic  nobles,  (hall  annually  pay  one  piece  of 
"  gold,  four  meafures  of  wheat,  as  many  of  bar- 
"  ley,  with  a  certain  proportion  of  honey,  oil,  and 
"  vinegar ;  and  that  each  of  their  vafiak  fhaU  be 
u  taxed  at  one  moiety  of  die  &id  impofitioa.  Given 
44  the  fourth  of  Regeb,*  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira 

*  ninety-four,  and  fubferibed  with  the  names  of 
«  four  Mufulman  wknefles  m."  Theodesmr  and 
his  fubjeds  were  treated  with  uncommon  lenity; 
but  the  rate  of  tribute  appears  to  have  fiu&uated 
from  a  tenth  to  a  fifth,  according  to  the  fubmiffion 
#r  obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians '  *7.    In  this  revolu- 

don, 

«*  See  the  treaty  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  is>  the  Bibltotheca  Asabico- 
Mifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  105, 106.  It  is  Ggned  the  4*  of  the  month  of  Re* 
geb,  AH.  94.  the  5th  of  April  A.D.  71$,  a  date  which  feems  to  pro- 
long the  refinance  of  Theodttnir  and  the  government  of  Mufa. 

w  From  the  hiftory  of  Sandoval,  p.  87.  Flenry  (Hift.  Ecclef. 
torn.  is.  p*  i6x.)  has  giren  the  fubftance  of  another  treaty  concluded 
A.  JS.  C  7S*,  A.  D.  734,  between  an  Arabian  chief,  and  the  Goths 
and  Romans,  of  the  territory  of  Conimbra  in  Portugal.  The  tax  of 
the  churches  is  fixed  at  twenty-five  pounds  of  gold ;  of  the  monas- 
teries, fifty;  of  the  cathedrals,  one  hundred:  the  Cfertiiaas  are 
judged  by  their  count,  but  in  capital  cafet  he  mail  confolt  the 
alcaide.   The  church  doors  muft  he  fout>and  they  null  ttfpeA  the 

name 
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tion,  many  partial  calamities  were  infli&ed  by  the  C  £**• 
carnal  or  religious  pafiions  of  the  enthufiafts;  fome  \_  w'P,dr 
churches  were  profened  by  the  new  worfhip :  fome 
relics  or  images  were  confounded  with  idols :  the 
rebels  were  put  to  the  fwofd ;  and  one  town  (an 
obfeure  place  between  Cordova  and  Seville)  was 
razed  to  its  foundations.  Yet  if  we  compare  the 
invafion  of  Spain  by  the  Goths,  or  its  recovery 
by  the  kings  of  Caftflle  and  Arragon,  we  muft  ap- 
plaud the  moderation  and  difcipline  of  the  Arabian 
conquerors. 

The  exploits  of  Mufa  were  performed  in  the  Difgraoe 
evening  of  life,  though  he  affe&ed  to  difguife  his  ^jj5"1*' 
age  by  colouring  with  a  red  powder  the  whitenefs  of 
his  beard.  But  in  the  love  of  a&ion  and  glory,  his 
bread  was  ftill  fired  with  the  ardour  of  youth  ;  and 
the  pofleffion  of  Spain  was  confidered  only  as  the  firft 
ftep  to  the  monarchy  of  Europe.  With  a  power- 
ful armament  by  fea  and  land,  he  was  preparing 
to  repafs  the  Pyrenees,  to  extinguifti  in  Gaul  and 
Italy  the  declining  kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and 
Lombards,  and  to  preach  the  unity  of  God  on  the 
altar  of  the  Vatican.  From  thence  fubduing  the 
Barbarians  of  Germany,  he  propofed  to  follow  the 
courfe  of  the  Danube  from  its  fource  to  the  Eux- 
inc  fea,  to  overthrow  the  Greek  or  Roman  em- 
pire of  Conftantinople,  and  returning  from  Europe 
to  Afia,  to  unite  his  new  acquifitions  with  Antioch 
and  the  provinces  of  Syria  i,\      But  his  vaft*  en- 

terprife, 

name  of  Mahomet.  I  have  not  the  original  before  roe ;  it  would 
confirm  or  deftroy  a  dark  fufpicion,  that  the  piece  has  been  forged 
to  introduce  the  immunity  of  a  neighbouring  convent. 

**8  This  defign,  which  is  atteftcd  by  frveral  Arabian  hiftorians 

(Caxdonne,  torn.  i.  P95,  96.),  may  be  compared  with  that  of 

jLia  Mithri- 
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terpriic,  perhaps  of  eafy  execution,  muft  hare  feem* 
ed  extravagant  to  vulgar  minds j  and  the  vifionary 
conqueror  was  foon  reminded  of  his  dependence 
and  fervitude.  The  friends  of  Tarit  had  effectu- 
ally dated  his  fervices  and  wrongs :  at  the  court 
of  Damafcus,  the  proceedings  of  Mufa  were 
blamed,  his  intentions  were  fufpe&ed,  and  his  de- 
lay in  complying  with  the  firft  invitation  was  chaf- 
tifed  by  .an  harfher  and  more  peremptory  fumraons. 
An  intrepid  meflenger  of  the  caliph  entered  his 
camp  at  Lugo  in  Gallicia,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Saracens  and  Cbriftians  arrefted  the  bridle  of 
his  horfe.  His  own  loyalty,  or  that  of  his  troops, 
inculcated  the  duty  of  obedience ;  and  his  difgrace 
was  alleviated  by  the  recal  of  his  rival,  and  the 
permiffion  of  inverting  with  his  two  governments 
his  two  fons,  Abdallah  and  Abdelaziz.  His  long 
triumph  from  Ceuta  to  Damafcus  difplayed  the 
fpoils  of  Afric  and  the  treafures  of  Spain;  four 
hundred  Gothic  nobles,  with  gold  coronets  and 
girdles,  were  diftinguiflied  in  his  train:  and  the 
number  of  male  and  female  captives,  feleded  for 
their  birth  or  beauty,  was  computed  at  eighteen, 
or  even  at  thirty,  thoufand  perfons.  As  foon  as 
he  reached  Tiberias  in  Paleftine,  he  waj  apprifed 
of  the  ficknefs  and  danger  of  the  caliph,  by  a  pri- 
vate meffage  from  SoUman,  his  brother  and  pre- 
fumptive  heir ;  who  wifhed  to  refervfc  for  his  own 
reign  the  fpe&acle  of  vidtory.  Had  Walid  re- 
covered, the  delay  of  Mufa  would  have  been  cri- 

Mithridates,  to  march  from  the  Crimea  to  Rome  f  or  with  that  of 
Cxfar,  to  conquer  the  Ea&,  and  rtturn  home  fay  the  North :  and 
all  three  are  perhaps  ftirpaflcd  hy  the  rtsi  and  fucccfiful  eater- 
prife  of  Hannibal- 

rninaH: 
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minal :  he  purfued  his  march,  and  found  an  ene-  c  &* p. 
thy  on  the  throne.  In  his  trial  before  a  partial 
judge,  againft  a  popular  antagonift,  he  was  con- 
fided of  vanity  and  falfehood  ;  and  a  fine  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  either  exhaufted* 
his  poverty  or  proved  his  rapacioufnefs.  The  un- 
worthy treatment  of  Tarik  was  revenged  by  a  fimi- 
lar  indignity;  and  the  veteran  commander,  after 
a  public  whipping,  flood  a  whole  day  in  the  fun 
before  the  palace  gate,  till  he  obtained  a  decent 
exile,  under  the  pious  name  of  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca.  The  refentment  of  the  caliph  might  have 
been  fatiated  with  the  ruin  of  Mufa ;  but  his  fears 
demanded  die  extirpation  of  a  potent  and  injured 
family.  A  fentence  of  death  was  intimated  with 
fecrecy  and  fpeed  to  the  trufty  .  fervants  of  -  the 
throne  both  in  Africa  and  Spain:  and  the  forms,  if 
not  the  fubftance,  of  juftice  were  fuperfeded  in 
this  bloody  execution.  In  the  mofch  or  palace  of 
Cordova,  Abdelaziz  was  (lain  by  the  fwords  of  the 
confpirators.;  they  accufed  their  governor  of  claim- 
ing  the  honours  of  royalty;  and  his  fcandalous 
marriage  with  Egilona,  the  widow  of  Roderic, 
offended  the  prejudices  both  of  the  Chriftians  and 
Moflems.  By  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  the  head  of 
the  fon  was  preferlted  to  the  father  with  an  inflat- 
ing queftion,  whether  he  acknowledged  the  features 
of  the  rebel  ?  "  I  know  his  features,0  he  exclaim-  > 
ed  with  indignation :  "  I  affert  his  innocence  ;  and 
"  I  imprecate  the  fame,  a  jufler,  fate  againft  the 
'*  authors  of  his  death/'  The  age  and  defpair  of 
Mufa  raifetd  him  above  the  power  of  kings ;  and 

I  i  3  ** 
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CHAP.  hc  expired  at  Mecca  of  the  anguifh  of  a  broken 
\jr-u*  j»  heart.  His  rival  was  more  favourably  treated :  hi* 
fervices  were  forgiven;  and  Tarik  was  permitted 
to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of  Haves  "9.  I  am  igno- 
rant whether  count  Julian  was  rewarded  with  the 
death  which  he  deferved  indeed,  though  not  from 
the  hands  of  the  Saracens ;  but  the  tale  of  their 
ingratitude  to  the  fons  of  Witiza  is  difproved  by 
the  mod  unqueftionable  evidence.  The  two  royal 
youths  were  reinftated  in  the  private  patrimony  of 
their  father  j  but  on  the  deceafe  of  Eba  the  elder, 
his  daughter  was  uujuflly  defpoiled  of  her  portion 
by  the  violence  of  her  uncle  Sigebut.  The  Gothic 
maid  pleaded  her  caufe  before  the  caliph  Hafheim, 
and  obtained  the  reftitution  of  her  inheritance  ;  but 
ihe  was  given  in  marriage  to  a  noble  Arabian,  and 
their  two  fons,  Ifaac  and  Ibrahim,  were  received  in 
Spain  with  the  confideration  that  was  due  to  their 
origin  and  riches. 
Profptrity  A  province  is  affimilated  to  die  vi&oriou*  ftate 
of  Spam     ty  the  introduction  of  (hangers  and  the  imitative 

under  the       '   .       r    t  .  i    «     .  i  .  •     i      ,   * 

Arab*,  fpint  of  the  natives ;  and  Spain,  which  had  been 
fucceffively  tin&ured  with  Punic,  and  Roman,  and 
Gothic  blood,  imbibed,  in  a  few  generations,  the 
name  and  manners  of  the  Arabs.  The  firft  con- 
querors,  and  the  twenty  fucceffive  lieutenants  of  the 

f*9 1  much  regret  our  lofs,  of  my  ignorance,  of  two  Arabic  works 
of  the  via1*  century,  a  Life  of  Mttfr,  arid  a  Poem  on  the  Exploits  of 
Tarik.  Of  thefe  authentic  pieces*  the  former  was  corapofrd  by  a 
grand  fun  of  Mufa,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  maflacre  of  his  kin- 
dred ;  the  latter  by  the  Vizir  of  the  firft  Abdalrahman  caliph  of  Spain, 
who  might  have  converfed  with  fome  of  the  veterans  of  the 
conqueror  (BiblioU  Arabico-Hifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  36.  I39> 

caliphs, 
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^phgj  \«weatteft<Jcdbyaimmerowtraiiiof  civU  C*£R 
and  military  followers,  who  preferred  a  diftant  for* 
tune  to  a  narrow  home:  the  pirate  and  public 
intereft  was  promoted  by  the  etaUHhment  of 
faithful -colonies  ;  and  die  cities  of  Spain  were  proud 
to  commemorate  the  tribe  or  country  of  their 
Eaftera  progenitors.  The  vi&orious  though  met* 
ley  bands  of  Tank  and  Mnfa  afferted,  by  the 
name  of  Spaniard**,  their  original  chum  of  con* 
queft;  yet  they  allowed  their  brethren  of  Egypt 
to  fliare  their  eftaUifliments  of  Murcia  and  Lilboiu 
The  royal  legion  of  Damafcus  was  planted  at  Corv 
dova ;  that  of  Emeia  at  Seville;  that  of  Ku*nifrin 
or  Chalets  at  Jaen ;  that  of  Paleftine  at  Algezir# 
and  Medina  Sidonia.  The  natives  of  Yemen  and 
Perfia  were  {battered  round  Toledo  and  the  inland 
country;  and  the  fertile  feats  of  Grenada  were  be- 
{lowed  on  ten  thoufand  horfemeQ  of  Syria  and  Irak, 
the  children  of  the  pureft  and  molt  noble  of  the  Ara- 
bian tribes  19°.  A  fpirit  of  emulation,  fometimes 
beneficial,  more  frequently  dangerous,  was  nourtfh- 
edjjf  thefe  hereditary  fa&ions.  Ten  years  after 
the  conqueft,  a  map  of  the  province  was  prcfent- 
ed  to  the  caliph :  the  feas9  the  rivers,  and  the  har- 

■9°  Bibliot.  Arab.  Hifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  3a.  515a.  The  former  #f 
thefe  quotations  is  taken  from  zBiograpb'ta  Hijpanicat  by  an  Arabian 
of  Valcntia  (fee  the  copious  Extra&s  of  Cafiri,  torn.  ii.  p.  30—11?.)$ 
and  the  latter  from  a  general  Chronology  of  the  Caliphs,  and  of  the 
African  and  Spaniih  Dynafties,  with  a  particular  Hiftory  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Grenada,  of  which  Cafiri  has  given  aJmoft  an  entire 
verfion  (Bibliot.  Arabico- Hifpana,  torn.  Ii.  p.  177—319.)-  The  au- 
thor Ebn  Khateb,  a  native  of  Grenada,  and  a  contemporary  of 
.  iNovairi  and  Abulfcda  (born  A.  D.  1313,  died  A.  D.  1374),  was  an 
*ift©ria»,  geographer,  pbyfician,  poet,  Sec.  (torn,  iL  p.  71,  7*.). 

I  i  4  hours. 
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C  ll  *'  b011**'  **  inhabitants  and  cities,  the  climate,  the 
foil,  and  the  mineral  productions  of  the  earth  *•*. 
In  the  fpace  of  two  centuries,  the  gifts  of  nature 
were  improved  by  the  agriculture191,  the  manuv 
ia&uies,  and  the  commerce  of  an  induftrious 
people ;  and  the  effefts  of  their  diligence  hare  been 
magnified  by  the  idletiefs  of  their  fancy-  The 
firft  of  the  Ommiades  who  reigned  in  Spain  fall- 
dted  die  fupport  of  the  Chriftians ;  and,  in  his 
edi&  of  peace  and  protection,  he  contents  himfelf 
with  a  modeft  impofition  of  ten  thoufand  ounces 
of  gold,  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  filler,  ten  thou- 
fand horfes,  as  many  mules,  one  thoufand  cuirafles, 
with  an  equal  number  of  helmets  and  lances'93. 
The  moft  powerful  of  his  fucceffors  derived  from 
the  fame  kingdom  the  annual  tribute  of  twelve 

millions  and  forty-five  thoufand  dinars  or  pieces  of 

• 

>9i  CardonDC,Hift.dcrAfriqucetdcrEijMkgnc,toin.i.p.  11^117. 

>9*  A  copious  treatifc  of  hufbandry,  by  an  Arabian  of  Seville,  in 
the  xiiu  century,  is  in  the  Efcurial  library,  and  Cafiri  had  fame 
thoughts  of  translating  it.  He  gives  a  lift  of  the  authors  quoted* 
Arabs,  as  well  as  Greeks,  Latins,  Sec.  i  but  it  is  much  if  tl)e  An* 
dalufian  faw  thefe  ftrangers  through  the  medium  of  his  countryman 
Columella  (Cafiri,  Bibliot.  Arabico-HiQiana,  torn.  I.  p.  3^-5— 338.). 

19s  Bibliot.  Arabico?Hifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  104,  Cafiri  translates  the 
original  teflimony  of  the  hiftorian  Rafis,  as  it  is  alleged  i'n  the  Ara« 
fcic  Biographia  Hifpanica,  pars  t».  But  I  am  moft  exceedingly  for- 
prifed  attheaddrefs,  Principibus  ceterifque  Chriftianis  Hifpanis  fnis 
CafleL'*.  The  name  of  Caftella?  was  unknown  in  the  viiitb  century* 
the  kingdom  was  not  erefted  till  the  year  io«,  an  hundred  years 
after  the  time  of  Rafis  (Bibliot.  torn.  ii.  p.  330. ),  and  the  appellation 
was  always  expreffive,  not  of  a  tributary  province,  but  of  a  line  of 
fa/l'es  independent  of  the  Moorifh  yoke  (d'Anville,  Etats  de  FEu* 
rope,  p.  1*6— 170.>  Had  Cafiri  been  a  critic,  he  would  have 
cleared  a  difficulty,  perhaps  of  his  own  making. 
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gold,  about  fix  milBom  of  fterfng  money m ;  a 
fom  which,  in  the  tenth  century,  mod  probably  fur* 
paffed  the  united  revenues  of  the  Chriftian  mo- 
uarchs*  His  royal  feat  of  Cordova  contained  fix 
hundred  mofchs,  nine  hundred  baths,  and  two 
hundred  thoufand  houfes :  he  gave  Ifiws  to  eighty 
cities  of  the  firft,  to  three  hundred  of  die  fecdnd 
and  third  order ;  and  the  fertile  banks  of  the  Gua- 
dalquivir were  adorned  with  twelve  thoufand  vil- 
lages and  hamlets.  The  Arabs  might  exaggerate 
the  truth,  but  they  created  and  they  defcribe  the 
moft  profperous  aera  of  the  riches,  the  cultivation, 
and  the  populoufnefs  of  Spain  l9\ 

.  The  wars  of  the  Modems  were  fanftified  by  the  Reiigttw 
prophet;  but,  among  the  various  precepts  and  toleration. 
examples  of  his  life,  the  caliphs  fele&ed  the  lefibn* 
of  toleration  that  might  tend  to  difarm  the  refiftanee 
of  the  unbelievers.  Arabia  was  the  temple  and  pa- 
trimony of  the  God  of  Mahomet ;  but  he  beheld 
with  lefs  jealoufy  and  affe&ion  the  nations  of  the 
earth.-  The  polythelia  and  idolaters  who  were 
ignorant  of  his  name,  might  be  lawfully  extirpated 

■94-  Cardonne,  torn  i.  p.  337, 338.  He  computes  the  revenue  at 
x  30,000,000  of  French  livrcs.  The  entire  picture  of  peace  and  pro- 
fpcvitj  relieves  the  bloody  uniformity  of  the  Moorifh  annals 

«5 1  am  happy  enough  to  poiTefs  a  fplendid  and  interesting  work, 
which  has  only  been  diftributed  in  prefents  by  the  court  of  Madrid » 
fibUotbeca  Arpbieo-Hifpana  Efeurialenju,  opera  ei  fludio  Mtibaelis  Co* 
JEri,  Sjro  MaroniU.  Matrifi,  in  folio,  tomus  prior,  1760-  tomus  pofi** . 
rior,  1 770.  The  execution  of  this  worfc  does  honour  to  the  Spanifh, 
preis ;  the  MSS.  .to  the  number  of  mdcccli,  are  judicioufly  clafled 
by  the  editor,  and  his  copious  extracts  throw  fome  light  on  the  Ma- 
hometan literature  and  hiftory  of  Spain.  Thefe  relics  are  now  fecure, 
but  the  talk  has  been  fupinely  delayed,  till  in  the  year  1671  a  fire 
confumed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Efcurial  library,  rich  in  the  fpoiU 
pf  Grenada  and  Morocco* 

by 


jpe  THE  DECLIKE  AND  TALL 

CHAP,  by  his  retimes1*4*  but  a  wife  policy  foppfied  Aft 

^  ";    ,  obligation  of  juftke;  and  after  fomc  *8t*  of  iatole- 

rant  zeal,  the  Mahometan  conquerors  of  Hmdo~ 

ftan  have  fpared  the  pagods  of  that  devout  and  po» 

pulous  country*    The  difciples  of  Abraham,  of 

M ofes,  and  of  Jefas,  were  fokmnly  invited  to  ao 

<ept  the  more  perfoS  revelation  of  Mahomet ;  but 

if  they  preferred  the  payment  of  a  moderate  tribute, 

they  were  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  conftience 

Fro      -    and  religious  worihip"7.    In  a  field  of  battle,  the 

tion  of      forfeit  lives  of  the  prifoners  were  redeemed  by  die 

Mahomet-    pro&ffion  of    gfa.    the    fcmak8   wcre  homd  t0 

embrace  the  religion  of  their  matters,  and  a  race 
of  fincere  profelytes  was  gradually  multiplied  by 
the  education  of  the  infant  captives.  But  the  mil- 
lions of  African  and  Afiatic  converts,  who  (welled 
the  native  band  of  the  faithful  Arabs,  muft  have 
been  allured,  rather  than  conftrained,  to  declare 
their  belief  in  one  God  and  the  apoftle  of  God* 
By  the  repetition  of  a  fentence  and  the  loft  >of  a 
fcrefkin,  the  fubjeft  or  the  flave,  the  captive  or  the 
criminal,  arofe  in  a  moment  the  foee  and  equal 
companion  of  the  vi&orious  Moflems.    Every  fin 

**  The  HarbU,  as  they  are  ftyled,  qui  tolerari  *neqnennt,  are, 
i.  Thole  who,  btfdcs  God,  worihip  the  fun,  noon,  or  idoli. 
%  Atheifts.  Utrique,  quatndhi  princeps  aliquis  inter  Mohanmeda- 
nos  fnpereft  oppugnari  detent  donee  religionem  amptedantur,  nee 
requies  iis  concedenda  eft,  nee  pretiuta  acceptandum  pro  obtinenda 
confcsentisslibertate  (Reland,  Difiertat.  x.  dc  JureMllitari  Moham- 
medan, torn.  Hi.  p.  14.):  A  rigid  theory  ! 

*97  The  diftin&ion  between  a  proicribed  and  a  tolerated  feet,  be* 
tween  the  Harbu  and  the  People  of  the  Book,  the  believers  in  fome 
divine  revelation,  is  correftly  defined  in  the  convention  of  the 
caliph  Al  Maroun  with  the  idolaters  or  Sabxana  of  Chame.  Hot- 
ftioger,  Hift.  Orient  p.  107,  io*. 

was 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIR&  49i 

was  expiated,  every  engagement  was  diflelved :  -C  Hi ?. 
the  vow  of  celibacy  was  fuper&ded  by  the  indul-  ^  -,w '  r 
gence  of  nature;  the  a&ive  fpirits  who  flept  in  the 
cloifter  were  awakened  by  the  trumpet  of  the  Sa- 
racens ;  and  in  the  convulfion  of  the  world,  every 
member  of  a  new  fociety  afcended  to  the  natural 
level  of  his  capacity  and  courage.  The  minds  of 
the  multitude  were  tempted  by  the  invifible  as 
well  as  temporal  bteffings  of  the  Arabian  prophet ; 
•and  charity  will  hope  that  many  of  his  profelytea 
entertained  a  ferious  conviction  of  the  truth  and 
fan&ity  of  his  revelation.  In  the  eyes  of  an  inqui- 
fitive  polytheift,  it  mud  appear  wprthy  of  the  hur 
man  and  the  divine  nature.  More  pure  than  the 
fyftem  of  Zoroafter,  more  liberal  than  the  law  of 
Mofes,  the  religion  of  Mahomet  might  feem  lefs 
inconfiftent  with  reafon,  than  the  creed  of  myftery 
and  fuperftition,  which,  in  the  feventh  century, 
difgraced  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel. 

In  the  cxtenfive  provinces  of  Perfia  and  Africa,  FaiUf  the 
die  national  religion  has  been  eradicated  by  the  Jf^jjjjj. 
^Mahometan    faith.    The  ambiguous  theology  of 
the  Magi  flood  alone  among  the  feds  of  the  Eaft : 
but  the  profane  writings  of  Zoroafter  "••  might, 

«•  The  Zend  or  Pazend,  the  bible  of  the  Ghebers,  is  reckoned  by 
tbenifclves,  or  at  leaft  by  the  Mahometans,  among  the  tea  books 
which  Abraham  received  from  heaven  j  and  their  religion  is  honour- 
ably ftyled  the  religion  of  Abraham  (d'Hcrbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient. 
p.  701*;  dyde,deReligionc  veterum  Perfarum,  c.  iii.  p.  27, 38,  &c). 
I  much  fear  that  we  do  not  pofiefs  any  pure  and  free  defcription  of 
the  fyftem  of  Zoroafter.  Dr.  Prideaux  (Conne&ion,  vol.  i.  p,  300. 
oclavo)  adopts  the  opinion,  that  he  had  been  the  Have  and  fcholar 
of  feme  Jewilh  prophet  in  the  captivity  of  Babylon.  Perhaps  the 
Perfians,  who  have  been  the  mafttrs  of  the  Jews,  would  afiert  the 
hqaour,  a  poor  honour,  of  being  their  matters. 

under 
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C  ^iAp*  under  the  reverend  name  of  Abraham,  be  dex* 
troufly  conne&ed  with  the  chain  of  divine  revela- 
tion. Their  evil  principle,  the  daemon  Ahriman, 
might  be  reprefented  as  the  rival  or  as  the  creature 
of  the  God  of  light.  The  temples  of  Perfia  were 
devoid  of  images ;  but  the  worfliip  of  the  fun  and 
of  fire  might  be  (Hgmatized  as  a  grofs  and  crimi- 
,  nal  idolatry ift.  The  milder  fentiment  was  confe- 
crated  by  the  pra&ice  of  Mahomet*00  and  the  pru- 
dence of  the  caliphs-;  the  Magians  or  Ghebers 
were  ranked  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  among 
the  people  of  the  written' law*01;  and  as  late  as 
the  third  century  of  the  Hegira,  the  city  of  Herat 
will  afford  a  lively  contrail  of  private  zeal  and 
public  toleration**.  Under  the  payment  of  an 
annual  tribute,  the  Mahometan  law  fecured  to  the 
Ghebers  of  Herat,  their  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties :  but  the  recent  and  humble  iuofch  was  over- 

199  The  Arabian  Nights,  a  faithful  andatmifing  pt&rrc  of  the  Ori- 
ental world,  reprefent  in  the  moft  odious  colours  the  Magians,  or 
worshippers  of  fire,  to  whom  they  attribute  the  annual  facrifice  of  a 
Mufulman.  The  religion  of  Zoroailer  has  not  the  toft  affinity  with 
that  of  the  Hindoos,  yet  they  are  often  confounded  by  the  Maho- 
metans; and  the  fword  of  Timour  was  Sharpened  by  this  mitake 
(Hift.  de  Timour  Bee,  par  Cherefcddin  Ali  Yezdi,l.  v.> 

m©  vie  de  Mahomet,  par  Gagnier,tom.iii  p.  114,  115. 

»»  Has  tres  fed*,  Judaei,  Chriftiani,  et  qui  inter  Ferfaa  Magonim 
inftitutis  additfi  funt,  ««t  ifo^v,  ^vdi  iibri  dicuntur  (Reland, 
Diflertat.  tom.iii.  p.  15.).  The  caliph  Al  Mamun  cod  6  rajs  this 
honourable  diftinAion  in  favour  of  the  three  feds,  with  the  vague 
and  equivocal  religion  of  the  Sabcans,  under  which  the  ancient 
polytheifts  of  Charrsc  were  allowed  to  inciter  their  idolatrous  wor- 
Jbip  (HcttSnger,Hift.  Orient,  p.  167, 168.). 

*»Tbis  Angular  ftory  is  related  by  d'Herbelot  (BibKot.  Orient, 
p  44S,  449-)  on  the  faith  of  Khondemir,  and  by  Mirchond  l>imfdf 
(Hift.  priorum  Regum  Perfcrum,  &c.  p.  9, 10  not  p,  88,  *?.). 

fhadowed 
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fludowed  by  the  antique  fplendour  of  the  adjoin-  c  *£,**• 
ing  temple  of  fire.  A  fanatic  Imam  deplored,  in 
his  fermanv  the  fcandalous  neighbourhood,  and 
accufpd  the  weaknefs  or  indifference  of  the  feithfuL 
Excited  by  his  voice,  the  people  aflembled  in  tumult  j 
the  two  houfeaof  prayer  were confumedby  the  flames, 
but  the  vacant  ground  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  foundations  of  a  new  mofch.  The  injured 
Magi  appealed  to  the  fovereign  of  Chorafan ;  he 
promifed  juftice  and  relief;  when,  behold!  four 
thoufand  citizens  of  Herat,  of  a  grave  chara&er 
and  mature  age,  unanimoufly-fwore^that  the  idola- 
trous fane  had  never  exifted j  the  inquifition  was 
filenced,  and  their  confcience  was  fatisfied  (fays 
the  hiftorian  Mirchond  2°3)  with  this  holy  and  me- 
ritorious perjury*04.  But  the  greateft  part  of  the 
temples  of  Perfia  were  ruined  by  the  infenfible  and 

*°*  Mirchond  (Mohammed  Emir  Khoondah  Shah),  a  native  of  He- 
rat, compofcd  in  the  Perfian  language  a  general  hiftory  of  the  Eaft, 
from  the  creation  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  875  (A,  D.  1471).  In 
the  year  904  (A.D.  149$)  the  hiftorian  obtained  the  command  of  a 
princely  library,  and  his  applauded  work,  in  feven  or  twelve  parts, 
was  abbreviated  in  three  volumes  by  his  fon  KWidemir,  A.  H.  027, 
A.D*  15*0.  The*  two  writers,  molt  accurately  dtftinguiihed  by  Petit 
de  la  Croix  (Hift.dc  Genghizcan,  p.  537,  538.  544*  54S*)»  arc  loofely 
confounded  by  d'Herbelot  (p.  358  410. 994,995-) '  but  his  numerous 
extracts,  under  the  improper  name  of  Khondemir,  belong  to  the  fa- 
tber  rather  than  the  fon.  The  hiftorian  of  Genghizcan  refers  to  a 
MB. .  of  Mirchond,  which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  his  friend 
d'Herbelot  himfclf.  A  curious  fragment  (the  Taherian  and  Sofla- 
rian  Dyiiafties)  has  been  lately  publifhed  in  Perfic  and  Latin  (Vien- 
na*, 178ft,  in  4to>  «im  notis  Bernard  de  Jenifch);  and  the  editor  al- 
lows us  to  hope  for  a  continuation  of  Mirchoni 

*<*  Quoteftimonio  boni  fc quidpiam  praeftitlne  opinabantur.  Yet 

*  Mirchond  rauft  have  condemned  thehr  zeal,  lince  he  approved  the 

legal  toleration  of  the  Magi,  cui  (the  fire  temple)  pera&o  (ingulis 

annis  cenfu,  uti  fccra  Mohammedis  lege  cautum,  ab  omnibus  mo- 

Icftiis  ac  oneribus  libero  efle  licuit. 

general 
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C  HA  F.'  general  drfertion  of  their  votaries.    It  war  01- 
U      finfibUy  fince  it  k  not  accompanied  with  any  me* 
morial  of  time  or  place,  of  perfection  or  refift- 
anee.  It  was  general^  fince  die  whole  realm,  fronk 
Shiraz  to  Samsrcand,  imbibed  the  faith  of  the  . 
Koran ;  and  the  prefervation  of  the  native  tongue 
reveals  the  defcent  of  the  Mahometans  of  Perfia  ***• 
bi  the  mountains  and  deferts,  an  obftinate  race  of 
unbelievers  adhered  to   the  fuperftition  of  their 
fathers ;  and  a  faint  tradition  of  the  Magian  theo- 
logy is  kept  alive  in  the  province  of  Kirman,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Indus,  anwmg  the  exiles  of  Surat, 
and  in  the  colony,  which,  in  the  laft  century,  was 
planted  by  Shaw  Abbas  at  the  gates  of  Ifpahaiu 
The  chief  pontiff  has  retired  to  mount  Elbourz, 
eighteen  leagues  from  the  city  of  Yezd :  die  per- 
petual fire  (if  it  continue  to  burn)  is  inacceffible  to 
the  profane;  but  his  refidence  is  the  fchool,  the 
oracle,  and  the  pilgrimage,  of  the  Ghebers,  whofe 
hard  and  uniform  features  atteft  the  unmingled 
purity  of  their  blood.    Under  the  juriftM&ion  of 
their    elders,    eighty    thoufand    families    main- 
tain an  innocent  and  induftrious  life;  their  fub- 
fiftence  is  derived  from  fome  curious  manufac- 
tures and  mechanic  trades ;  and  they  cultivate  the 
earth  with  the  fervour  of  a  religious  duty.     Their 
ignorance  withflood  the  defpotifm  of  Shaw  Abbas, 

*°J  The  laft  Magian  of  name  and  power  appears  to  be  Mardavtge 
the  Dilemite,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  io'>»  century,  reigned  in 
the  northern  province!  of  Perfia,  near  the  Cafpian  Sea  (d'Herbelot, 
Bibiiot.  Orient,  p.  335  ).  But  bis  foldiers  and  fucceffbrs,  the*««*rfM, 
either  profeffeo*  or  embraced  the  Mahometan  faith;  and  under  their 
dynafty  (A.  D-  93I  -xoao)  I  fhoujd  place  the  fall  of  the  religion  of 
Zoroajten 

S  who 
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who  demanded  *ith  threats  and  tortures  the  pro-  c  Ma  p. 
pfaetic  bodes,  of  Zoroafter;  and  this  obfcuic  rem*  w»w 
nant  of  the  Magians  is  ipared  by  the  moderation 
«r  contempt  of  their  prefent  fovereigns**6. 

The  northern  coaft  of  Africa  is  the  oaJy  land  m  Decline     . 
*hieh  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  after  a  long  and  per-  SKE* 
fe&  eftabltthment,   has  been  totally  extinguifhed.  «gjjn 
The  arts,  which  had  been  taught  by  Carthage  and 
Rome,  were  involved  m  a  cloud  of  ignorance; 
the   do&rine  of  Cyprian   and  Auguftin  was  no 
longer  ftudied»    Five  hundred  epifcopal  churches 
were  overturned  by  the  hoftile  fury  of  the  Donatiffe, 
the  Vandals,  and  the  Moors.    The  zeal  and  lum- 
bers of  the  clergy  declined  ;  and  the  people,  with- 
out discipline,  or  knowledge,  or  hope,  fubmiffively 
funk    under  the  yoke   of  the  Arabian   prophet 
Within  fifty  years  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Greek*,  a.d  74* 
a  lieutenant  of  Africa  informed  the  caliph  that  the 
tribute  of  the  infidels  was  abolHhed  by  their  con- 
v*rfiont#T;  and,  though  he  fought  to  difguife  his 
fraud  and  rebellion,  his  fpecious  pretence  was  drawn 
from  the  rapid  and  extenfive  progrds  of  the  Ma- 
hometan faith.     In  the  next  age,  an  extraordinary  a.  d.  S37. 
miffion  of  five  biihops  was  detached  from  Alex- 
andria to  Cairoan.    They  were  ordained  by  the 

**  The  prefent  ftate  of  the  Ghebers  in  Perfia,  is  taken  from  Sir 
John  Chardin,  not  indeed  th*  moft  learned,  but  the  moft  judicious 
and  inquifitive  of  our  modern  travellers  (Voyages  in  Perfc,  torn.  iiv 
p.  1 09.  i7t~- 1 87.  in  4*).  His  brethren,  Pietro  delta  Valle,  Olearius, 
Thevcnot,  Tavernier,  &c.  whom  I  have  fruitlefcly  fearched,  ha4 
neither  eyes  nor  attention  for  this  interefting  people* 

*•*  The  letter  of  Abdoulrahman,  governor  or  tyrant  of  Africa; 
to  the  caliph  Aboul  Abbas,  the  firft  of  the  Abaflidcs,  is  dated  <&.  |f» 
1 1%  (Cardonne,  Htft.  d\Afri<jue  et  dc  rafpagne,  torn.  i.  p.  i6«.)» 

Jacobite 
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CHAP.  Jacobite  patriarch  to  cherifli  and  revive  the  dying 
L"'  _.  ambers  of  Chriftianity  "• :  but  the  interposition 
of  a  foreign  prelate^  a  ftrangcr  to  die  Latins,  an 
enemy  to  the  Catholics,  fuppofes  the  decay  and 
<Uffolution  of  the  African  hierarchy.  It  was  no 
longer  the  time  when  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Cyprian, 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  fynod,  could  maintain 
an  equal  conteft  with  the  ambition  of  the  Roman 
AD.  1053  pontiff*  In  the  eleventh  century,  the  unfortunate 
*"x°76#  prieft  who  was  feated  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  im- 
plored the  arms  and  the  protection  of  the  Vatican ; 
and  he  bitterly  complains  that  his  naked  body  had 
been  fcourged  by  the  Saracens,  and  that  his  autho- 
rity was  difputed'  by  the  four  fufiragans,  die  tot- 
tering pillars  of  his  throne.  Two  epiftks  of  Gre- 
gory the  feventh  XJ9  are  deftined  to  footh  the  dtf- 
trefs  of  the  Catholics  and  the  pride  of  a  Mooriih 
prince.  The  pope  affures  the  fultan  that  they  both 
worfhip  the  fame  God,  and  may  hope  to  meet  in 
the  bofom  of  Abraham;  but  die  complaint,  that 
three  bifhops  could  no  longer  be  found  to  confe- 
crate  a  brother,  announces  the  fpeedy  and  men- 
"aX/'  table  ruin  of  the  epifcopal  order.  Hie  Chriffians 
j  149,  &c  of  Africa  and  Spain  had  long  fince  fubmitted  to  the 
pra&ice  of  circumcifion  and  the  legal  abftinence 
from  wine  and  pork ;   and   the  name  of  Moza- 

*»«  Bibliotheque  Oriental,  p.  66.  Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex. 
p.  187,288. 

*°9  Among  the  Epiflleg  of  the  Popes,  fee  Leo  IX.  epift.  3.  Gre- 
gor.  VII.  Li.  epift.  **,  »$.  1.  Hi.  epift  19, 20,  at. ;  and  the  criticHtnt 
of  Pagt  (torn.  iv.  A.  0. 1053,  N°  14.  A.  D.  1073,  N°  13  ),  who  hh 
vaftigaUs  the  name  and  family  o£  the  Mooriih  prince,  with  whom 
tfcc  proudeft  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  fo  politely  correfponda. 

r#6f/ 
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rjfe/ 1I0  (kdbptiVe  Arabs)  was  applied  to  their  civil 
or  religious  cohformity  *'\  About  the  middle  of 
the  twelfth  century  the  worlhip  of  Chrift  and  the 
fucceffion  of  paftor*  were  aboltfhed  along  the  coaft 
of  Barbary,  aod  in  the  kingdoms  of  Cordova  and. 
Seville,  of  Valencia  and  Grenada  *".  The  throne 
of  the  Alqaohades,  or  Unitarians,  was  founded  on 
the  blinded  fanaticifm,  and  their  extraordinary  ri- 
gour might  be  provoked  or  juftified  by  the  recent 
vi&ories  and  intolerant  zeal  of  the  princes  of  Si* 
city  and  Caftille,  of  Arragon  and  Portugal.  The 
faith  of  the  Mozarabes  was  occasionally  revived  by  *• D-  Jsisi 
the  papal  miffionaries;  and,  on  the  landing  of 

•to  Mozarabcs,  or  Moftarabes,  mdftitUu9  as  it  is  interpreted  in  Latin 
(Pocock,  Specimen  Hid.  Arabum,  p.  39,  40.  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana* 
torn.  ii.  p.  iS.).  The  Mozafabic  liturgy,  the  ancient  ritual  of  the  church 
of  Toledo,  has  been  attacked  by  the  popes,  and  expofed  to  the  doubtful 
trials  of  the  fword  and  of  fire  (Marian.  Hid.  Htfjpan.  torn*  i.  1.  ix.  c  18. 
p.  378.).  It  was, or  rather  it  is,  in  the  Latin  tongue;  yet  in  the  xith  ceav 
tury  it  was  found  neeeflary  (A.  A.C.  1687,  A.  0. 1039)  to  tranfcribe 
an  Arabic  verftonof  the  canons  of  the  councils  of  Spain  (Bibliot.  Arab. 
Hifp.  torn.  i.  p.  547. ),  for  the  ufe  of  the  bUhops  and  clergy  in  the  Mooriftt 
kingdom*. 

air  About  the  middle  of  the  Xth  century,  the  clergy  of  Cordova  was  re- 
proached with  this  criminal  compliance,  by  the  intrepid  envoy  of  c  he  em- 
peror Othol.  (Vit.  Johan.  Gorz,  in  Secul.  Benedict.  V.   No  115.  apud  * 
Fleury,  Hift.  Ecclef.  torn.  xii.  p.  91.). 

*i*  Pagi,  Critica,  torn.  iv.  A.  D.  1149,  N<>  8,  9.  He  juftly  obferves, 
that  when  Seville,  Arc.  were  retaken  by  Ferdinand  of  Caftille,  no  Christians, 
except  captives,  were  found  in  the  place  $  and  that  the  Mozarabic  churches 
of  Africa  and  Spain,  defcribed  by  James  a  Vitriaco,  A.  D.  tut  (Hift. 
HierofoL  c.  80.  p.  109$.  in  Gelt.  Dei  per  Francos,  are  copied  from  fome 
older  book.  I  (hall  add,  that  the  date  of  the  Hegira  677*  (A.  D.  1278) 
mart  apply  to  the  copy,  not  the  compofition,  of  a  treatife  of  jurifprudence, 
which  ftates  the  civil  rights  of  the  Chriftians  of  Cordova  (Bibliot.  AraJ>.; 
Hift.  torn.  i.  p.  471.);  and  that  the  Jews  were  the  only  diitenters  whom 
Abul  Waled,  king  of  Greneda  (A.  D.  1313),  could  either  difcountenance  09 
tolerate  (torn.  u.  p.  %%%.)%  ■* 

Vol.  IX.  Kk  Chjurles 
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Charles  the  fifth,  fotrt  fefeifie*  of  Latin  ChftftkisM 
#fef e  encouraged  to  rear  thdr  heads  at  Tunb  ani 
Algiers.     But  the  feed  of  tha  gofpel  wO*.  qwekty 
eradicated  >  and  the  long  province  from  Tripoli  to 
t!he  Atlantic  has  loft  all  memory  of  the  language 
and  religion  of  Rome  *M. 
Toleration       After  the  revolution  of  eleven  centuries,  the  jew* 
chriftians.    and   Chriftians  of  the  Turkish  empire  efcjny  the 
Hberty  of  eonfeience  which  waa  granted  by  the 
Arabian  caliphs.     During  the  firft  age  of  the  con* 
queft,  they  fufpetted  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics, 
9  whofe  name  of  Melchites  betrayed  their  fecret  au 

tachtoent  to  the  Greek  emperor,  while  the  Nefto- 
rians  and  Jacobites,  his  inveterate  enemies,  ap- 
proved themfelves  the  fincere  arid  voluntary  friends 
of  the  Mahometan  government  **\  Yet  this  par- 
tial jealoufy  was  healed  by  time  and  fubmiffion : 
the  churches  of  Egypt  were  fhared  with  the  Catho- 
lics "';  and  all  the  Oriental  feds  were  included  in 
the  common  benefits  of  toleration.  The  rank, 
the  immunities,  the  domeftic  jurifdi&ion,  of  the 
patriarchs,  the  biOiops,  and  the  clergy,  were  pro- 

'  &M  Renaud6t,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  iSS.  L-o  Africanus  wouH  have 
flattered  his  Roman  maftcrs,  could  he  have  difcovered  any  latent  relics  of 
the  Chriftianity  of  Africa. 

an  Abfit  {faid  the  Catholic  to  the  Vizir  of  Bagdad)  ut  pari  loco  habeas 
Neitarianos,  quorum  ptaner  Arabas  nullus  alius  rex  eft,  et  Grsecos  qoo- 
rum  regrs  amovendo  Arabibus  bello  non  defiftunt,  Aj.  Sie  in  the  Co'ka«ns 
cf  Affemannus  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv.  p.  94—101.)  the  ftate.  oYthe  Nrf- 
torians  tinder  the  caliphs.  That  of  the  Jacobites  is  more  coocifejy  exposed 
In  the  Preliminary  D.flTertation  of  the  fecond  votume  of  Atemaonua. 

*M  Eutych.  Annsl.  torn,  ii.  p.  3S4.  3*7,  3SS.  Renaudor,  Hi  ft.  Patriarch. t 
JUex.  p.  205,  ac6.  «5*:.  372.  A  taint  of  the  MonotheUe  hcrtfy  ntig h  * 
rendtr  the  fit  ft  of  thefc  Greek  patriar.hs  hfs  loyal  to  the  emperors  and  tef 
obnox.ous  to  the  Arabs* 
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tc&ed  by  the  civil  magiftrate:  Ithe  leanriAg  of  ia-  chap. 
divkhiah  recommended  them  to  the  employments  u>(w 
of  fecrctaries  and  phyficians :  they  were  enriched 
by  the  lucrative  collection  of  the  revenue;  and 
their  merit  was  fcmettoies  railed  to  the  commiand 

•  of  cities  and  provinces.  A  caliph  of  the  houfit  df 
Abbas  was  heard  to  declare:  that  the  Chriftians 
were  moft  worthy  of  triifl  in  the  adrainiftration  of 

-Perfia.     "  The  Maflems,"   laid  he,  "  will  abufc 

' €t  their  prefent  fortune;  the  Magians  regret ^thdr 
**  fallen  greatnefs;  and  the  Jews  are  impatient  for 

■w  their  'approaching  deliverance*16."  But*  the  Their  hi* 
(laves  of  defpotifm  are  expofed  to  the  alternatives  **' 
of  favour  and  difgrace.  The  captive  churches  of 
the  Eaft  have  been  afflifted  in  every  age  by  the 
avarice  or  bigotry  of  their  rulers  ;  and  the  ordinary 
and  legal  reftraints  muft  be  offenfive  to  the  prkte 
or  the  zeal  of  the  Chriftians**17.     About  two  huii- 

•dred  years  after  Mahomet,  they  were  feparated  " 

from  their  fellotf-fubje&s  by  a  turban  or  girdle  of 
a  lefs  honourable  colour ;  inftead  of  horfes  or 
mules,  they  were  condemned  to  ride  on  affes,  ib 
the  attitude  of  women.  Their  publifc  and  private 
buildings  were  meafured  by  a  diminutive  ftandard -; 
in  the  ftreets  of  the  baths  it  is  their  duty  to  givfe 

216  Motadhed,  who  had  reigned  from  A.  D.  89*  to  902.  Tbc  Magians ilill 
held  their  name  and  rank  among  the  nitons  of  the  empire  (AdTemannj, 
BiMiot.  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.  97.). 

117  Rciand  explains  the  general  reftraints  of  the  Mahometan  policy  and 
jurifprudtnee  (D.fltrtat.  torn.  iii..  p.  16—20.).  The  opprcflive  edicts  of 
the  caliph  Motawakkel  (A.  D.  847 — 861),  which  are  ftill  in  force,  are  no- 
ticed by.Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  448.)  and  d'Herbeiot  (Bibliot.  Orient. 
p.  640.)*  A  perfection  of  the  caliph  Omar  II.  is  related,  and  moft  pro- 
bably magnified,  by  the  Greek  Theophanes  (Chron.p.  334.)* 
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way  or  bow  dowii  before  the  meaneft  oftbd  people; 
and  their  teftkriony  is  rqefted,  if  H  may  tend  to 
die  prejudice  of  a  true  believer.  The  ponlp  of 
proceffions,  the  found  of  bells  or  of  ^felmody, 
is  interdi&ed  in  their  wodhip:  a  decent  reverence 
for  the  national  faith  is  impofed  on  their  fermons 
and  converfations ;  and  the  facrilegioua  attempt  to 
enter  a  mofch,  or  to  feduce  a  Mufulman,  wilt  not 
be  fuffered  to  efcape  with  impunity.  •  In  a  tkne 
however  of  tranquillity  and  juftice  the  Chriftians 
have  never  been  compelled  to  renounce  the  Gofpel 
-'•■■-*  or  to  embrace  the  Koran ;  but  the  punifhment  of 
death  is  inflicted  upon  the  apoftates  who  have  pro- 
fefied  and  deferred  the  law  of  Mahomet.  The 
martyrs  of  Cordova  provoked  the  fentence  of  the 
cadhi,  by  the  public  confeffion  of  their  inconftancy, 
or  their  paffionate  mvedive*  againft  the  perfon  and 
religion  of  the  prophet  *". 
The  empire  At  the  end  of  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegira, 
liphs,  "  the  caliphs  were  the  mod  potent  and  abfolute 
A.D.718.  .monarchs  of  the  globe.  Their  prerogative  was 
not  circumfcribed,  either  in  right  or  in  fad,  by  the 
power  of  the  nobles,  the  freedom  of  the  commons, 
the  privileges  of  the  church,  the  votes  of  a  fenate, 
pr  the  memory  of  a  free  conftitution.     The  autho- 

•»*  The  martyrs  of  Cordova  (A.D.  850,  ice.)  are  commemorated  and 
jttftfi.-d  by  St.  Eulogius*  who  at  length  feil  a  vittim  himfilf.  A  fynod,  con* 
vened  by  che  caliph,  ambiguously  cenfured  their  r-rtimfs.  The  moderate 
Fleury  cannot  reconcile  their  condud  with  thedifcipl.ne  of  antiquity,  toute- 
fois  l*autorii6  de  Peglife,  fcc.  (Fleury,  Hift.  Eccld".  torn.  x.  p  415—5*1. 
particularly  p.  4.51.  508,  509.).  Their  authentic  *a$  throw  a  ftrong  though 
uanficnt  light  on  the  Spantfl>  church  in  the  ixth  century. 
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Ay  of  the  companions  of  Mahomet  expired  wish  char 
their  iiYts  $  and  the  chiefs  or  emirs  of  the  Arabiaai  ^ 
tribes  left  behind,  in  tbedefert,  the -fpirir  of  equality 
and  independence*    The  regal  and  facerdotal  iba- 
.lasers,  were  .united  in  the  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet; 
and  if  the  Koran  4ras  the  rule  of  their  a&iona*  they 
were  the  fupreme  judges  and  interpreters  of  that 
divine  book.     They  reigned  by  the  right  pf  con* 
queft  over  the  nations  of  the  Eaft,  to  whom  the 
name  of  liberty  was  unknown,  and  who  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  applaud  in  their  tyrants  the  aflts  of 
violence  and  feverity  that  were  exercifed  at  their 
own  expence.     Under  the  laft  of  the  Ommiades, 
the  Arabian  empire  extended  two  hundred  days 
journey  from  eaft  to  weft,  from  the  confines  of 
Tartary  and  India  to  the  {bores  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean.     And  if  we  retrench  the  ileeve  pf  the  robe, 
as  it  is  ftyled  by  their  writers,  the  long  and  narrow 
province  of  Africa,  the  folid  and  compadt  domi- 
nion from  Fargana  to  Aden,  from  Tarfus  to  Surat, 
will  fpread  on  every  fide  to  the  meafure  of  four  or 
five  months  of  the  march  of  a  caravan %lg.    We 
{hould  vainly  feek  the  indiflbluble  union  and  eafy 
obedience  that  pervaded  the  government  of  Au- 
guftus  and  the  Antonines  ;  but  the  progrefs  of  the 
Mahometan  religion  diffufed  over  this  ample  fpace 
a  general  refemblance  of  manners  and  opinions. 
The  language  and  laws  of  the  Koran  were  ftudied 

«9  See  the  article  EJlamab  (as  we  fty  Chriftendom),  in  the  Bibliothecju* 
Orientale  (p.  315.)*  This  chait  of  the  Mahometan  world  is  fuited  by  the 
author,  Ebn  Alwardi,  to  the  j ear  of  the  Hegira  385  (A.D.  995).  Since 
that  time,  the  lofles  in  Spain  have  been  overbalanced  by  the  conquefts  in 
India,  Tartary,  and  the  European  Turkey. 

8  with 


15*?  THE  CQECLiatl  A»B  f  ft  lOLi  i*c. 

With ieqoal  deration,  at  Somarattd and  Seville : *he 
Moor  and  the  Indian  embraced  as. countrymen  and 
toothers  in  the  pilgrimage  of  Jtfecta,;  and  the 
Arabian  language  was  adopted  as  the  ipoptflar 
idiom  in  <all  the  provinces  to  the  wefasssd  of  the 
Tigris"0.  ,....• 

«°  The  Arabic  of  the  Koran  is  taught  as  a  dead  language  in  the-cotteje 
"<5f  Mecca.  Hythe  Danifh  traveller,  this  ancient  idiom  is  compared  to  the 
<fcatfirt 5  the  «uljar  tongoc  ofHejazund  Yemen  to  the  Italian* :  and  the  Ara- 
bian dialects  of  Syria,  Egypt,  Africa,  Sec  to  the  ProveucU,  SpaniAi,  mi 
'Poirtujuefe  (Niebuhr,  Dcfcription  de  rArabie,  p.  74,  &c). 
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